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PREFACE. 


Dorine the year 1875, the Peking Gazette has given publicity to 
many documents of unusual interest and importance. The death 
of the reigning Emperor in the twelfth month of the Chinese, 
and first of the Foreign, year, inspired a number of edicts which 
have interest both on account of the insight they give into the 
customs of the Peking Court, and the quaint eloquence of the 
language employed. The death and obsequies of the Son of 
Heaven, the selection of a successor, the self-appointment of the 
Empresses-Dowager as Regents during the minority of the child— 
were incidents of serious political import to the country; and not 
only the leading facts, but the details of every movement, are 


described with curious minuteness in the present volume. 


The incident suggested the publication, in the North-China 
Herald, of a Genealogical Table of the Imperial Family, which has 
been reprinted together with an exhaustive commentary, as a useful 
record and a fitting appendix to the documents before-named. 


For the first time too, during the year just ended, the Peking 
Gazette has deigned to notice officially the presence of foreigners 
in the country. One of the conditions exacted by Her Britannic 
Majesty’s Minister, during the course of the negotiations which 
ensued on the murder of Mr. Margary in Yiinnan, was that the 
leading features of those negotiations should be published, and the 
real position of foreigners in the country should be recognized more 
fittingly than has been hitherto done. And the appointment of Li 
Han-chang as a High Commissioner to investigate the crime; his 
first report after his arrival at Yiinnan-foo, and certain edicts 
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emphasising the Treaty privileges of foreigners, and placing on a 
better footing the relations of Foreign Ministers with the Great 
Departments of State at Peking—will be found in the following 
pages. 

The carefully arranged Index with which the volume opens 
will enable easy reference to these various documents, and to the 
multiplicity of memorials, decrees, and utterances of every kind 
on every imaginable subject which lend to the pages of the Gazette 
a curious literary interest, and constitute them a valuable record. 


SHanenal, 1876. 
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INDEX 


TO THE 


PEKING GAZETTE 
1875. 


»"» For purposes of classification, with a view to ready reference, the contents 
of the Peking Gazette, as translated in this volume, have been indexed under six 
principal headings, viz :—Court Affairs, Judicial and Revenue Administration, Civil 
and Military Administration, Instruction, Worship, and Usages, External Relations, 
and the Provinces. Under each of these main divisions, the subjects are still 
further arranged in appropriate categories, 








I.—COURT AFFAIRS. 
MovEMENTS oF THE CouRT, ETC. 








Donations on Empress Mother’s birthday..................... Jan. 2. 
Arrears due to Imperial carriage department ............... Jan. 3, 13. 
Imperial clansman guilty of keeping opium shop .... .... Jan. 7. 
Assemblage in Emperor’s sick-room ..................0...ec005 Jan. 6, 9. 
[See Decease of Emperor.] 
Revocation of former Act of Grace ......0.......ccceccceeeeee Jan. 14, 22, 
Prince of Ch’un entreats leave to retire: ......... Jan. 14, 22, 
Do. do. duties retained, arid honours Jan. 21, 22. 
Building-works abandoned ...............ceecsscccceceseseeeee Jan. 15. 
Posthumous title for late Emperor Sud vw. Jan, 15. 
Title of mew reign 0.0.0.0... ccccecccteeecesesssceussceseaecensuscs Jan. 16, 


Period of Imperial mourning ...........:.:cccssseeeeeeee Jan. 17, 21, 24, 







Gratuities to Imperial escort Jan. 21. 
Command of Imperial musketeers ..................... .... dan, 21, 
Day fixed for enthronement ......... eee ve. Jan, 22, 
Imperial Princes exempted from acts of homage Jan, 22, 
Regency—Empress besought to assume ......... Jan, 22, 25. 
Titles of honour for Empresses ...................... Jan, 24, 
Advice called for—good example promised ......... ... dan, 26. 
Title conferged on Empress-widow ............ .. Jan. 26, 
High Provincial authorities appealed to ...................... Jan. 26, 
Imperial Studio dissolved .................ccceeeeccecce ceeeeceeees Jan. 26. 
Education of young Emperor and future conduct ......... Jan. 30, Feb. 15. 
Eunuchs severely punished ................... ses shsseiaieaderseas Feb. 1. 
Comptrollers of Household denounced and removed ...... Feb. 1, 23. 
Death and funeral of late Emperor’s siater .................. Feb. 6, 23. 


Disgrace of preceptor of late Emperor ........................ Feb. 11. 
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Reprimand to Kwang-an for impertinent advice............ Feb. 21. 
Ceremonies on enthronement ..................cceeeeeceeeeeenee Feb. 23. 
Manifesto of Accession issued ................cccccceesseseeseeeee Feb. 27. 
Control of eunuchs and economy .................64 March 10. 
Indelible patent recommended by Kwang-an March 11. 
Commission for History of late reign..................c00cee oe March 14, June 27. 
Death of Empress-widow .............0. cessssescceseeesesesseeees March 27. 
Prince of Ch’un paid respects ...............cccceeeeeceeseeseeees March 28. 
Posthumous Title for Empress-widow ... o.........:.:ssseeee March 31, May 11. 
Imperial hunting grounds in Shéngking..... ; June 27. 
Empress-dowager’s birthday ceremonial.....................+++ July 14. 
Son of bei-leh Taai lL ........cceseecccsescceceeeeeceeeeeceeeeeseeeee July 26. 
Misconduct of Imperial clansman ..................ccceeeeeeeee Aug. 26, Sept. 12. 
Cloth for palace-awnings supplied ..................cceseeeee oe Aug. 31. 
Misconduct of Imperial clansmen in Shéngking SegeseSuveee® Sept. 16, Oct. 6. 
Gratuities to Imperial historiographers _........ wees Nov. 15. 
High Officials privileged to ride in Palace .................6 Nov, 24. 

[See Imperial Obsequies.] 

DecgEasE oF EMPEROR. 

Decrees on death of Emperor Jan, 13. 


Panegyric on late Sovereign........ Jan, 15. 









Mourning period determined ... Jan, 15. 

Imperial physicians degraded Jan. 13, 15, 24. 

Testamentary edict published Jan. 20. 

Posthumous designation of deceased Sovereign ............ Jan, 23, Feb. 9. 
Do. do. Selection Of ......... eee cee eee eee eee Jan. 26. 

Imperial OBSEQUIES. 
Removal of Imperial remains ..................cccccsccsseceeeee Jan. 20. 
Date fixed for obsequies July 8, 13. 


Programme for do. 
Young Emperor to accompany the cortége . 


+ duly 19, 29. 
July 26, Aug. 3. 












Do. do. do... Aug. 8, 14, 

Funds (Tis. 47,000 and Ts. 40,000) called for ............ Aug. 10, 22. 

Do. (Tis. 40,000) for Equipage department............... Aug. 21. 

Do. (Tls. 40,000) for Household Treasury ............... Aug. 25, Sept. 9. 

Do. (‘Lls. 12,000) for Brigadier of Ma-lan ............... Sept. 22. 

Do. (‘Lls. 10,000) for Guardians of Mausolea............ Sept. 24. 
Roadways to Mausolea ..............c cc eeseeeceecesseeeees Sept. 15. 
Silver and Silks not to be sent Sept. 15. 
Empresses insist on following the cortége..... Sept. 27. 
Remission of taxation along line of road Sept 29, Oct. 16. 
Compensation to proprietors _— do. Sept. 29. 
Damage to property forbidden ...............cccceeceesecceeees Sept. 30. 
Programme for Imperial departure .. Oct. 15 
Imperial progress,—gratuities ..................ccccccsceeeseeees Oct. 18, 24, 26. 

- Return of Court ........... cc ccccssesescsseesesecencvscesseeseecesees Oct. 26. 
Mavso.ga, 

Survey of buildings reported ..............ccccccecee cesseece Jan. 6. 
Site for mausoleum of deceased Emperor ..................... Jan. 22, March 29, 
Mausolea for Empresses Regent ...............ccsccsesecscceeees Feb, 13. 


Prince of Ch’un to continue superintendence ............... Jan. 21. | 
{ 
| 
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iii 
Sacrifices at Mausolea of Ming dynasty .................00 April 12. 
Plantations at Mausolea May 28, July 3. 
Robbery at Mausolea...............ccccccccccecereerreeereeerereee Aug. 4, 
Dilapidations at Mausolea ............ 1... eecceseeeeseceeeteee Sept. 25, Oct. 11. 
Commission of inspection................... Oct. 11. 
Rewards to officials for services Nov. 20, 21. 
IMPERIAL MANUFACTORIES. 

Regulation prices at Hang-chow impossible .................. June 16. 
Manufacture of cloth of gold and silver ..................66 June 20. 
Expenditure for silks at Soochow ..................scccceseeees July 26. 
Silks forwarded from GOs.) Saesescescdteevsedsestedeodsss July 27. , 
Accounts on change of Supt. at Soochow .................00. Aug. 12. 
Cost of supplies for Empress mother’s birthday ............ Sept. 13. 
Superintendent appointed to Hang-chow ................006. Sept. 25. 

Do. takes office at Nanking ...............se0ce000 Nov. 16. 


Il.—JUDICIAL AND REVENUE ADMINISTRATION. 


APPEAL CASES, 


Oppression of licensed salt-merchant in Chehkiang ...... Jan. 28. 
Murder cases in Chibli ...............ccecessegeeeceeeeeeeeseeeeeees March 16. 
Official Oppression in Szech’ wan ...............sscsessssseeseeces April 7. 
Murders in Szech’wan and Honan ............cc..c0:ceseeseeeee May 16. 














Rape and wholesale murder in Kianggi ................0.s00008 June 13, 
Marder and official corruption in Shantung.................. July 1. 
Do. im Jehho.............ccccccesssecensescenesecesseseosseseoeses 
Do. and robbery in Honan 
Pillage of a monastery in Hupeh ..............ccscseseeeceeeee Aug. 8. 
Dream revealing murder in Kiangst ......... dened tensecnecees Aug. 19. 
Murder of father in Anhwei 
Tllegal execution in Chihli..................ccccceceeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 
Murder of a nun at Hankow ..............cccceseceseseeeseeeee 
A Cousin flogged to death in Shantung....................000 
Murder of husband in Chibli 2.0.0.0... cee eeeeeee co eee 
Local oppression in Fuhkien  ..............ccccceesssseeceeeneees 
Murder by burglars in Kiangst .. ...........ssesceeceeeee : 
Do. of daughter in Hupeb ..................ccececceeeeeeesees 
Dispute amongst licensed weighmen in Féng-t’ien 
Insane woman at Jehho..............ccscesesceececeeeeescesceeaee 
Murder of son, and official neglect in Honan ............... ‘Nov. 12. 
Do., rapine, and oppression DOs sseecs otenedces Nov. 12. 
Cruelty and gross injustice Os asicsticesseess Dee. 8. 
Mongolian succession Case..............c.cccccssseeececseeseneeeees Nov. 14, Dec. 18, 24. 
Murder and robbery near Jebho .................ccesccesecseeees Dec. 2. 
Official rapacity in Homan..............c es eeecceceecceeeeenseeeees Dee. 7. 
Murder of an uncle in Hupeb ....................c ccceeseeeeeees Dee. 21. 


Do. and injustice in Kwangtung ....... sessessseeee Dee. 27. 
Clan fighting and rapine do. deeanddeddasanat 
Censor Ch’én I on abuses in appeal system ................. July 20. 

Do. T’éng-k’in-lin do, GO, bisecveivecveasees Aug. 5, 18. 
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Rehearing—Murder of an uncle in Shantung Jan. 8, 
Do. Entire faleity of charge .............2..00. ... Jan. 8. 
Do. Nien-fei disorders in Honan .............. .. Jan, 11. 
Do. Demands for fodder in Chibli ... March 20. 
Do. Illicit intercourse and murder April 12. 
Do. THegal use of torture in Chihli . April 15. 
Do. Alleged murder in Shantung..................... April 18. 
Do. Lawsuit with Li Kwang-chao at Han-yang. April 23. 
Do. Two murder cases in Shantung............-.+++ April 26. 
Do. Alleged extortion and suicide in Chihli ...... April 28, 
Do. Murder of a gon in Honan....................... May 4 
Do. Do. husband in Honan....,.. eeeeeaaraee May 24. 
Do. Adultery and murder at Hangchow (See 

also under Crime) ............. podadecestassenes May 29. 
Do. Coércion of a widow in Shenai ..,..............6 June 2. 
Do. Robbery in Shéng-king .................cceecceeee Aug. 1, 
Do. Alleged murder of husband near Tientsin.. Aug. 31. 
Do.. Do. do. in Honan...... Sept. 18. 
Do. Rape and murder in Honan ................sc008 Oct. 18, 
Do. Murder at Jebho 00.0.0... ccesssseeeeeeeeees Dec. 5. 
Do. Homicide at Shéng-king....................00:009 Dec. 22, 

_ CRIME. 

Female suppliant to late Emperor punished .................. March 2. 

Pirates on coast of Chehkiang ......... se. March 13. 

Wholesale murder in Kwangtung March 19. 

Murder by wife and son in Ohihli ( Wiap-atte i) siseessoonse April 17. 

Do. aunt and cousin in Shantung (do. ) ....... yee April 17. 

Brigandage and kidnapping in Kvangeang wiscbaedoveasevens April 20. 

Parricide in Shantung (ling-ch’e) -............ eerie June 7. 

Rape and suicide in Hupeh 2.............:ceeeeesceeceeeeeeenees June 9. 

Extortion by military official in Hupeh...................006 June 15. 

Robbery by Imperial clansmen ...............sseceeseseeeseneee June 16. 

Triple murder in Anhwei ..............ssccsesseeceeeseseesereneee July 5. 

Murder by insane woman in Chihli (ling-ch’e)............... July 12. 

Father killed by mishap in Kwangtung .................0006 July 13. 

Parricide by lunatic in Shantung (ling-ch’e).............. ... Aug. 23. 

Matricide in Shantung. Sentence of ling-ch’e............... Sept. 9. 

Highwaymen captured in Chibli.......:.....cccccseeceeseuceeees Sept. 16. 

Counterfeiters executed in Szech’wan  ..............sccceeeeee Sept. 27. 

Matricide in Chibli (ling-ch’e) ............ccceeesesceeceeseeeanees Oct. 15. 

Suicide for purposes of extortion ......... Oct. 15. 

Lawlessness near T’ai Hu Lake ........ ...... Oct. 28, 

Right of summary execution in Kianggu ... Oct. 28. 

Desperado captured near Jebho ............... Nov. 3. 

Piratical band on coast of Shéng-king ...... see Nov. 5, 

Desperado captured near Newchwang ...... cesses Nov. 5. 

Brigandage in Tsitsihar..................ssseeeeee Nov. 9. 

Colonel executed for rape in Hupeh ......... wees Nov. 13. 

Swindler executed in Honan .................. sess Nov. 25. 

Adultery and murder at Hang-chow ...............cccceeceeeee Nov. 13, 15, 27. 
Do. do. do., further proceedings. Nov. 30, Dec. 2, 11. 

Matricide in Chibli (ling-ch’e)........cccccecccsesssecseeeeeeneees Nov. 31. 
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REBELLION. 

Operations against gold-hunters in Kirin 

Execution of Turban brigands  ..................065 

Outbreak at T’ien-t’ai in Chehkiang ......... ..........:ss00 

Secret societies existing in Hunan 

Outbreak at Sin-chang in Chehkiang ................0..0.000. 

Outlaws dispersed in hunting grounds ....................0. 
[See also Manchuria.] 

GAMBLING. 

Gambling among officials in Shensi  .................0.cceeeee 

Wei Sing Lotteries at Canton—Censor denounces ......... 

Do. do. do. do. eee 
Do. ‘do. Decree and Memorial ... 
Do. do. Gov.-General removed ... 
Do. do. do. degraded. 
Opium. 
Opium-shop kept by Imperial clansman......................66 
Illegal tax levied by magistrate in Kansuh 
Do. do. 
Opium-shops at Peking .............ccccccccssseesceeeseneseeseeees 
Opium-duty at Hwai-an Fu 
Do. at Peking ........... 
Do. near Hongkong 
Magistrate cashiered in Kansuh for illegal levy 
Li-KIN. 

Censor Hii T’ing-kwei denounces the tax ...............065 
Do. Wang Chao-lan do. GO. siessdusdazcesesss 
Do. Wang Li-ts’ing do. 

Li-kin stations in Szech’ wan 

Do. im Kiamgsu  .......c..ee ce cceeeeeceeeeeceeeeeeee 

Censor Ch’én I’s memorial ..°............. 


Li-kin on rice abolished in Hupeh 
Do. stations and custom-houses in Kiangsu ... 
Do. do. do. do. 


REVENUE AND CusToms. 


Decree on Censor Hii T’ing-kwei's memorial 
State of exchequer in Honan 
Censor’s memorials on finance (See JLi-kin.) 
Salt-tax administration in central provinces 
Remission of land-tax in Chibli 
Land and grain taxes in Szech’wan—abuses 
Censor urges thorough financial reform 
Do. Ch’én I on arbitrary exactions.... 
Maritime Customs at Canton Ss on 
Customs’ receipts at Peking..................ccccceceecsseeneeeeee 
Return of duties at Lin-ts’ing custom-house ............ ae 
Customs’ Stations near Hongkong 
Rice tax in Kiangsi 
Forced contributions in Szech’ wan ..............:cccesessseeees 
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Sept. 2. 
Sept. 13. 


Jan. 7. 
March 23, 
Oct. 30. 
April 21. 
April 24, 
Sept. 21. 
Nov. 27. 
Nov. 14. 


Jan. 18 

Feb. 23, Mar. 12. 
Feb. 28. 

May 8. 

May 23. 

July 6, 20. 

Aug. 10, 26. 
Aug. 12. 

Sept. 28. 


Jan. 3. 
Jan 12, 


March 6. 

March 7. 

May 8. 

July 4. 

July 20. 

Sept. 18, Oct. 5. 
Sept. 21. 

Nov. 20. 
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GrRaw TRIBUTE. 













Rice shipped from Kiangeu in 1874 .............cccccceseeees Jan. 15. ~ 
Report on rice supply from Kiangai ...............cceceeeee eee Jan. 20. 
Censor’s memorial on abuses in system ................0...000 Feb. 28. 
Despatch of shipments from Kiangsu .......... sasdsduteeseds March 30. 
Do. do. Chehkiang ..................... April 7. 
Do. do. May 30. 
Grain supply from Hupeh June6. * 
Landing of grain for storage June 21 
Despatch of shipments from Kiangsi ....... Aug. 21. 
Do. do. Hunan ....... Oct. 4. 
Campletion of grain-delivery of 1875 -..............-ecseeeee Oct. 11, 27. 
ConTRIBUTIONS AND CHARITY. 
Popular contributions in Yiinman 0.0.00... eee eee cee eee eee March 31. 
Contribution of Tls. 20,000 by Taotai at Tientsin ......... June 20. 
Charity founded by Tsiang Yib-li ................ Jan. 30. 
Charitable relief agencies at Peking April 5, 21. 
Do ,~— do. do. April 23, May 13. 
Do. do. do. Sept. 27, Oct. 8. 
Do. 2 do. T’ung Chow ..... save deeseraee Oct. 27. 
Donation of Tis. 3,600 to poor of Peking..................08 Nov. 14. 
Buitprine Works. 
Roads and Bridges restored in Chehkiang.................00 March 22. 
Sea-wail repaired in Chehkiang ................cccsececeeeseeees July 8. 
Inspection of river-wall in Hupeh ............. secsseeee July 16 
Building and canal works in Kokonor .......... secssqeee Auge 17, 


RIvERS AND CANALS, 
Censor Wang Yung-kwan on Yellow River.................. Feb. 9, 28. 








Thanksgiving for safety of banks of Canal .................. Feb. 11. 
Repairs to embankments of Yellow River ..............06 Feb. 17. 
Safety of banks of Canals ...............s:eeeeeees sees March 6. 
Works of repair begun in Chihli April 9 
Repairs to Grand Canal and lock April 16. 
Censor Liu Shui-chi urges repair of Canal .................. May 29, June 13. 
Progress and cost of repairs to River embankments ...... June 4. 
Floods on south bank of Yung-ting River ...............0 Aug. 7, 18. 
Completion and cost of Yellow River works ............... Aug. 13. 
Rise in Yellow River and affluents in July .................. Aug. 27. 
Inspection of Canal and Yellow River ...................0008 Aug. 28. 
New Canal excavated in Chibli oo... cece cceeeesee eee Oct. 13. 
State of Yellow River and Canal ..............cccc ccc eeeeeeeee Oct. 16, 24. 
Scheme of repair for Camal ......... ..cceccesesssecceeenseeeenees Oct. 29. 
Safety of Yellow River and Canal Works..................... Nov. 2, 3, 15. 
Rewards to Yung-ting River staff... eee eee Nov. 6. 

New Canal in connexion with Peiho ................::sssse0e0 Nov. 26. 


III.—CIVIL AND MILITARY ADMINISTRATION, 


APPOINTMENTS. 
Shén Ping-chéng—Judicial Commissioner in Honan ...... Jan. 1. 
Do. Transferred to Szech’wan ............... June 2, 
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Féng Tsiin-kwang—Taotai at Shanghai ........................ Jan. 2. 
Li Hung-chang, Wén-siang, and Pao-ytin—Honours ...... Jan. 9. 
Liu Kw’én-yih—Acting Gov.-Genl. of Two Kiang......... Jan. 12, March 28. 
-Chih-kang—Resident at Urga ...........ccceeceseseeeeeeee .. Jan, 26. 
Ch’éng-lin and Teh-ch’un—Vice-Presidents Jan, 28. 
Shén Kwei-fén and Ying-kwei,—honours ...... .. we» Feb. 6. 
Ch’én Sze-kieh—Judicial Commissioner in Shantung.. Stes Feb. 6. 
Kwei-ts’ing ang Na-jén—Vice-Presidents..................4+ March 14. 
Ts’ung-shih—Acting Mil.-Governor of Shéng-king... March 18. 
Tséng Kwo-ts’tian—Governor of Shensi ..............0008 «+ March 22. 
Do. Gov.-General of Yellow River......... March 27, June 27. 
T’an Chung-lin Governor of Shengi............cscccceeee March 27. 
Wén-che—Taotai in Shansi .................ccccceecee eee eeeeeeees March 29. 
Féng Kwang-yiin—Secretary of Grand Council ............ March 31. 
Shén Pae-chéng—Gov.-General of Two nee and Super- 
intendent Of Trade ..............sceccessescessesceeseeseeeeeees May 30, July 15. 
Hia Hien-luon—Taotai of T’ai-wan ...............cscceeceeceeeee June 25, 
Li K’ing-siang—Governor of Honan ...............ssesseseeeee July 2. 
Mu-t’u-shan—Acting Mil.-Governor of Kirin ............... July 6. 
K’i-yiian—Acting Civil Governor of Féng-t’ien ............ July 9. 
Do. Vice-President of Board of Revenue at 

Moakdedl..:... secsscsescsiecssccvecesvsoseseesseasece Aug. 24, 
Tu Jui-lin— Judicial Commissioner in Szech’wan............ July 27. 
Chang Yoh-ling—Judicial do. Fubkien............... Aug. 29. 
Lao Wén-pin—Taotai in Shenai ........... sesessssseee Auge 29. 
Liu Kw’én-yih—Gov. -General of Two Kwang... Sdacandaniaetse Sept. 2. 


Liu Ping-chang—Governor of Kiangsi 
Financial and Judicial Commissioners ... 
Prefect of Nan-ch’ang Fu ..................055 
Financial Commissioner of Kwangtung... 
Governor of Shun-tien Fu .................. 

Taotai at Tiemtsin 0.0.0... .cccceecccseeceeeesceeassseeeneseennnees 









Do. Censorate 
Comptroller of Household...............cccccessssesceeeeeeeneeeees 
Secretaries to Grand Council 
Governor, &c., of Kwei-chow 





Prefect of Kwei-yang Fu .............ccceceseseeseeeeceeeeeeeeees 

Ting Jih-ch’ang—Governor of Fubkien 

Chow Kia-mei—to sub-directorship ...............s00eeseesees 
Hing-kw’ei—Judicial Commissioner of Chehkiang......... Dec. 12. 
Liu Ch’ang-yeo—Gov.-Genl. of Yiiunan and Kweichow. Dec. 3. 
Governor and Financial Commissioner of K wangai......... Dec. 3. 
Judicial Commissioner of Kansuh ................00.cccceseeeee Dee. 3. 
Taotai and Prefect in Kansuh ......... ........... . 4, 5. 
Censor Yeo Peh-ch’wan to Supervisorate . 19. 
Judicial Commissioner of Kwanggi................c0cccccecceeee . 31, 


DECEASE OF OFFICIALS. 
Ex-Salt-Comptroller of Kwangtung—Eulogium ............. Jan. 11, 21. 


Ming-shan, Comptroller of Household ..................00006 Jan, 28, 
Ex-Governor Taiang Yib-li o............. cceccsecessseseseeeeeees Feb. 2, 23. 
Tu-hing-ah, Mil.-Governor of Shéng-king. .......... . + March 18, April 1. 





K’iao Sung-nien, Gov.-General of Yellow River March 27, April 12. 
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Colonel killed in action with Formosan savages ......... -_ 
Ts’ien Ting-ming, Governor of Honan ...............::cs000+ 
Tsiin-ta, Financial Commissioner of Kwangtung.... 
Ts’ung-lun, Comptroller of Household, &c. ......... .....66 
Tséng Pi-kwang, Governor of Kweichow 
Wang K’ai-t’ai, Governor of Fuhkien ....................0058 
Kw’ai Ho-sun, Judicial Commissioner of Chehkiang 








_Pusuic SERVICE. 


Wu Yiian-ping assumes Governorship in Kiangsu ......... 
Ting Pao-chéng resumes do. Shantung......... 
Malpractices of District Magistrate in Kansuh ............ 
Ying-han, Gov.-Genl. of Two Kwang, reaches Peking... 
Arbitrary eonduct of Sub-prefect in Féng-t’ien 
Ma Ju-lung punished for harbouring a rebel ............... 
Li Tsung-hi Retires from Gov.-Genl.-ship of Two Kiang. 
Degradation of a Taotai in Kiangnan....................cceeeee 
Grand Secretary Wén-siang again entreats leave to retire.. 
Do. Li Hung-chang at Peking .................. 
Gov.-General of Two Kwang—audience of leave ......... 
Ting Show-ch’ang, Taotai of Tientsin, retention for 
BOLVICS! ses ncsitie es cuvetecinnsasanastetonsescdeaceaseetseccceceten 
Ting Show-ch’ang, Taotai of Tientsin, memorial against 
BOLVICO occ scsesaeiess Gediassetsececeassavessescdevasecvsctovadenss 
Ting Show-ch’ang, Taotai of Tientsin, sanction revoked.. 
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1875. 


Jan. 1st.—(1)—A Decree. Let Shén 
Ping-ch’éng (the present Taotai at Shang- 
hai) be appointed to the vacant post of 
Judicial Commissioner for the province 
of Honan. 

(2)—A Decree. Whereas, since the com- 
mencement of winter, the fall of snow at 
Peking has been very slight, and the need 
of moisture experienced by the soil is of 
serious importance, Our heart is stirred 
profoundly with devout anxiety. We 
ordain therefore that on the 4th instant, the 
Prince of Kung, Yih-sin, do reverently 
offer incense on our behalf at the Ta Kao- 
Tien,—and that incense be at the same 
same offered severally by the Prince of 
Tun, Yih-tsung, at the Shih Ying Kung, 
by the Prince of Ch’un, Yih-hwan, at the 
Chao Hien Miao; by the Prince of Fu, 
Yih-hwei, at the Siian Jén Miao; by the 
Prince of Hwei, Yih-siang, at the Ning Ho 
Miao. 


(3)—Wu Ytian-ping, Ls JU: the new- 
ly appointed Governor of Kiangsu, re- 
ports his arrival on the 27th November 
at Nanking, where on the 30th he received 
the seal of his office from the Governor- 
General, who had been temporarily in 
charge of it, together with imperial death 
warrant, archives, eto. He will immediately 
set out for Soochow, to enter on his official 
residence. 

(4)—Ting Pao-chéng J bed Hi, Gover- 
nor of Shantung, reports having received 
on the 3rd December, on his return to the 
provincial capital, the imperial rescript 
negativing his application for permission 
to visit Peking and present himself before 
his Majesty. (See Gazette of Deo. 13, 
1874). He consequently resumed his seal 
of office on the 6th December. His locum 
tenens, Wen-pin, the Governor-General of 
the Grain Transport, at the same time 
reports his withdrawal from the acting 
Governorship. 


Jan. 2nd.—(1)—A Decree. Let Féng 


Tsiin-kwang 5 kB HE be appointed to 


the vacant post of Intendant of the Su- 
Sung-Tai Cirouit (Taotai at Shanghai), 
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(2)—-A Decree, in pursuance of a further 
report from the Boards of Civil Office and 
War, conferring donations, in honour of 
the Empress-Mother’s 40th birthday, on 
two more octogenarian ladies. The mother 
of Chang Chao-tung, Governor of Kwang- 
tung, receives a tablet imperially inscribed, 
a sandalwood sceptre inlaid with jade, and 
a number of rolls of silk and satin. Tho 
mother of a Brigadier-Generalin Kwangsi 
is honoured with similar gifts. 

(3) The Governor-General of Shensi and 
Kansuh memorializes with reference to the 
conduct of the late Magistrate of the Tun- 
kwang district (the extreme western 
frontier-city included within the limits of 
Kansuh). This officer is acoused of having 
been in league with one of his clerks, some 
relatives, and a Kii-jén graduate of the 
district, in extensive malversations of the 
grain stored under his jurisdiction, under 
pretext of supplying the army commis- 
sariat, and further of extorting large sums 
of money by means of requisitions from 
the people. He is also charged with 
having wrongfully caused the death of a 
petty official delegated on a mission by a 
Taotai in Kansuh, with some scores of the 
soldiers accompanying him. The Magistrate 
himself, having been brought as a prisoner 
to the provincial capital, has there died from 
disease, aud he is consequently beyond the 
reach of punishment ; but steps have been 
taken to cause the arrest at Hami of his 
late retainer and confederate, who is found 
to have purchased the rank of assistant 
magistrate under an assumed name, and 
to have obtained employment as a volun- 
teer under the amban of Hami. It is 
further requested that the ki-jén graduate 
be stripped of his degree, and of honours 
and promotion conferred upon him owing 
to misrepresentations,—Rescript assenting 
to these proposals. 

(4)—The Assistant Resident at K’urun 
(Urga, the capital of Western Mongolia), 
memorializes representing that the city in 
question is the seat of government for the 
two eastern tribes of the Khalkhas, and 
that since insurrectionary troubles began 
to make themselves felt, it has become the 





headquarters "of tho troops. employed for 
dofeiisive, purposed, as Avell ag of traders 
Troi’ fare aud -neat.-. The: ufticer charged 
with the superintendence of the traders 
has been directed at once to enforce 
a stringent control, and also to encourage 
the growth of the commercial popula- 
tion, in order to promote the assem- 
hlaye of the supplies that the increase in 
the number of inhabita:ts has rendered 
needful. It now appears, however, that 
with a largely angmented population, the 
number of houses in the trading quarter, 
which is limited by regulation, is imsulti- 
cient, and there is not storage-room enough 
to guard the merchandise brought to the 
spot from exposure to the weather, ‘The 
Assistant Reésident has therefore granted 
permission to the trading community to 
build houses as they see fit, to meet the 
demand for accommodation, —Reseript: 
It ia noted. 


(5)—The Resident and Assistant Resi- 
dent at Kobdo memorialize reporting that 
for some time past the post road through 
the region of Urianghai and of the Turgut 
tribo has been infested by bands of Mongol 
robbers, who have made the country about 
the Burkhan river their especial haunt. 
A party of 20 soldiers was sent out in 
August last to scour the country in pursuit 
of these banditti, and one morning at day- 
light, four of their horses were stulen from 
the picket by two of the robbers of whom 
they were in search. After a long chase, 
the four stolen horses were found tethered 
outside two Mongol tents ina secluded 
valley, with seventeen others, and after 
a sharp strugyle the occupants of the tents, 
four Mongols, were captured and brought 
in as prisoners. ‘They have been executed, 
and their heads suspended as a warning, at 
the scene of their offence. 


Jan. 8rd—(I) A Decree. Let the Board 
consider and report with reference to the 
memorial from the Censor Hii ‘T’ing-kwei, 
who requests that the revenue and expen- 
diture of the several provinces be 
stringently audited, with a view to the 
enforcement of economy. 


«2) A Decree, based on a memorial from 
the Superintendents of the Imperial car- 
riage department, complaining that heavy 
arrears of revenue are left owing to the 
funds of that establishment. The Governor- 
General of Chihli is directed to cause an 
immediate pzyment of Tls. 8,700 to be 
made, and to vive orders to his subordinates 
for the collection and payment of the 
long-standing arrears of ground-rent ap- 
propriated tu this department. 
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Jan. 4th.—(Court Cirenlar). The Go- 
veruor-General of the Two Kwang paid 
his respects on his arrival at Peking. 

(1) The Assistant Governor and Literary 
Chancellor of Feéng-tien (Manchuria ) 
memorializes impeaching the sub-Piefect 
of Kin-chow Ting for having arbitrarily 
and ilegally flogged certain licentiates of 
his department. No less than 29 petitions 
have been lodged with the departmental 
supervisor of instruction, on the part 
of the civil and = military graduates 
under his jurisdiction, protesting against 
this violation of the privilege of their 
order, It appears that the three indivi- 
duals who suffered the indignity com- 
plained of had been summoned with 
others to take their turn o° military duty, 
and happened to be behivd time on 
the 4th November last, when the magis- 
trate required them to escort his family 
to the provincial capital, wltither he was 
sending them in consequence of a rebelli- 


ous outbreak that had occurred. He fluw 
into a rage at their delay, and, not 
content with pommeliing them with 
his own hands, he caused them to 
be stripped and to be beaten to the 
extent of upwards of 300 blows. Scarred 


and bleeding, they were still further 
outraged by being thrown into coufine- 
ment in chains. According to the regula- 
tions laid down in the handbook for the 
literary directorate, trivial offences on the 
part of licentiates are to be notilied by the 
district authorities to the superintendents 
of instruction, who will inflict penalties ; 
and in the case of offences of a serious order, 
the guilty person is to be sentenced only 
after having been deprived of his grade 
by the Literary Chancellor. The sub- 
Prefect who has inflicted corporal punish- 
ment regardless of the immunities secured 
by these regulations, has incurred a severe 
penalty, and he is accordingly denounced. 
A rescript cashiering the ollicial in question 
has already appeared. 


Jan. 5th.—(1)—The Governor of Shensi, 


Shao Héng-yii 4A) wy iH renews his ap- 
peal for leave to retire from the public 
service. In the course of last year he twice 
had congés granted him for the care of his 
health, and having with a great effort re- 
turned to the discharge of his duty, he haa 
hoped for a gradual recovery, but in vain. 
He is troubled with asthmatic cough, bowel 
complaints, and a continually increasing 
weakness. He is compelled to rely on 
assistance when moving about, and grows 
dizzy after being seated fora short time at 
his table. He assures his Majesty that his 
application is dictated by no selfish desire 


for rest, and that if he should be so fortu- 
nate as to recover his strength in the least, 
he would hasten to lay his forehead in the 
dust before the Palace gate and ask for 
re-employment. ‘the people within his 
jurisdiction are happy and prosperous, steps 
having been ‘taken to relieve, where neces- 
sary, tle distress caused in certain local- 
ities by floods and hailstorms.—Rescript : 
Let Shao Heény-yii take one month’s congé. 
He need not vacate his post. 

Gy r he military Governor of Tli, Yung- 


ts ‘iin memorializes baseechine the 





’ 
speedy appointment of a successor to 
relieve him in his present post. Le is 
oppressed with maladies of ditferent descrip- 
tions, and although he has obtained 
remedies from Peking, there are no phy- 
sicians on his wild border station who can 
properly diagnose his complaint. His 
breathing is at times allected, and_ his 
speech confused—of late he has been 
unable to sieep at nivht, and both his lower 
extremities suifer from increasing muscular 
contraction, whilst at the same time his 
eyesivht is growing dim, — Ee feels that 
the responsibility of military command is 
too heavy for him to bear. ‘The present 
memorial, he adds, is drafted on his 
behalf by the chief of his statf.—Rescript: 
Let Yung ts’iiun take two months’ congé. 
Ele need not vacate his post. 

(3)—The Military Governor of Féng-tien 
reports the conclusion of the autumn 
patrol of the Corean frontier, according to 
the regulation which imposes the duty 
four times per annum. In the sum- 
mer and autumn quarters, the duty is 
discharved by Chinese and Corean ollicials 
juintly, the object being tu keep an eye on 
squatters who would, if not restra ned, 
cross the frontier and take possession of 
the uncultivated border-lands. In Auyust 
Jast a Mancha colonel was appointed to 
discharse the duty of the autumn patrol, 
and the King of Corea was notilied in due 
time by the Board of Ceremonies at Mouk- 
den to give orders to the authorities of 
his own country to the sameend, Colonel 
Wing-si has now reported that he has 
proceeded to the Cuorean frontier, and has 
patrolled it in concert with a Corean 
ofticial, who, on the 8th October, delivered 
to him a stamped certificate setting forth 
the fact that the burder is in a state of 
tranquillity. 

Jan. 6th.—(Court Circular), Audience 
was given to the Grand Council, the 
Ministers of the Presence, the ¢ ‘omptrollers 
of thy Eheonschold, and the Ministers of 
the Imperial Study. (N.B.—'This in con- 
seynence of the grave relapse in his 
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Majesty’s state of health, which declared 
itseif yesterday). 

(1) -'The Presidents of the Board of War 
memorialize on the ca-e of the rebel out- 
law Chany Chao-show, who was detected 
lately in che train of General Ma Ju-lung 
on his visit to Peking (see Gazette of Dee. 
6, ls7£), On being brought to trial, the 
culprit confesse.t hig identity, stating that 
after assuming a false name he had 
enlisted as a brave in the service of 
Ma Ju-lung, to whom he never revealed 
the circumstances of his past history. Ma 
Ju-lung likewise steadfastly denied any 
knowle:tye of the antecedents of the man. 
Upon this the Board of Punishments 
solicited that the Board of War be called 
upon to pronounce a decision as to the 
penalty which should be intlicted upon 
Ma Ju-lung, and the present report is 
in pursuance of a rescript to that effect. 
The only legal enactment which can be 
discovered as applicable to the case is the 
following: If any convict under transporta- 
tion to Turkestan, who bylaw has incurred 
the penalty of death, make his escape, and 
if he take up his abode in any other place 
for a period exceeding half a month, the 
district authority who has failed to detect 
him shall be degraded }y one step, and 
left in vilice, Murvher provisoes detine the 
additional degrees of severity that may be 
given to sentences of this kind, fur laches 
in the discharze of ollicial duty ; 3 and it 
is proposed that the severest degree of 
penalty be now inflicted, to wit, entire 
deprivation of rank, with retention of 
vilicon9—A_ reseript confirming this has 
already appeared, 

(2)—TLie Vice-president Ho 'I’ing-k’ien 
present a report enubodying the result of 
his survey of one of the buildings of the 
HKastern Mausolea, which is ina completely 
ruined state. Details are given of the 
works of reconstruction that are required, 

January 7th,—Tiie Censor Yinyg-chén, a 
member of the Imperial lineae (fsung-shih), 
and his colleayues, charged with the 
supervision of the roadways, memorialize 
reporting misconduct on the part of a 
member of the Imperial lineaye who has 
been found keeping an opium-shop. On 
the 11th December last the Censor Liu 
Kwoh-kwang, in ce execution of his duty, 
Was passing along a certain street in the 
north part of the city, when he observed 
aheap of liguid mud in front of a shop, 
which he ordered the keeper of the shop 
tolevel. The man not only refused to 
obey, but also raised au unseemly clamour ; 
and when the Censors attendants were 
directed to make him a prisoner, five or 
six men came furward who resisted the 





arrest, On their being asked as to their 
occupation, they acknowledged themselves 
to be keepers of an opium-shop, and 
another person next came forward, wearing 
a button, who stated himself to be a tsung- 
shih (Imperial clansman), belonging to 
the bordered white banner, named Siang- 
ling, who made opposition to the enquiry, 
and raised violent uproar in the public 
street. As he was a tsung-shih, he was 
not apprehended at the time, but was 
subsequently summoned before the proper 
military authority, together with a com- 
panion named Féng-kw’ei, also a banner- 
man ; a set of articles used in opium smok- 
ing and the house-register being at the 
same time produced. The individuals 
were subsequently brought before the Cen- 
sors, when Siang-néng (alias Siang-ling) 
alleged that he had taken possession of the 
opium-shop on the absconding of the actual 

roprietor, a man named Li, from whom 
ie ad claimed repayment ofa debt. In 
the house-register, however, which was 
issued in October last, theshop is entered as 
kept by Siang-ta, of the bordered white ban- 
ner, and the names of three assistants are 
given. It further appears that Siang-néng 
was in league with aself-styled tsung-shth, a 
notorious bad ‘character, and that the 
opium-shop was frequented as a receiving 
house for stolen property by a numer- 
ous gang of vagabonds, Numerous charges 
have been preferred in the Imperial Clan 
Court ayainst Siang-néng ; and it is now 
solicited that proper legal proceedings be 
instituted against thia delinquent and his 
associates. 

In a postscript memorial, it is requested 
that the regulations be put in force which 
prohibit the members of the Imperial 
lineage from living in the outer or Chinese 
city. It is found that their immunities 
are availed of by certain members of the 
clan, to give shelter and assistance to 
criminals, ° 

(2)—The Governor of Kwang-si, Liu 
Ch’ang-Yeo, memorializes reporting that 
the Anamese envoy P’an She-shuh, and 
his suite, on their return from the tribute 
embassy to Peking, having arrived at the 
provincial capital on June 22nd, set out 
subsequently on their further journey 
homeward, and are now reported by the 
local authorities as having crossed the 
frontier at the Chén Nan border-station 


Sa Ba Be on the 20th September. 


Jan. 8th.—The Governor of Shantung 
reports the rehearing of an appeal case 
referred back from Peking (see Gazette of 
May 15, 1874). The complainant, Ma 
Ch’ao-i, a native of K’ai Chow in Chihli, 
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complained that his uncle, a ferryman 
named Ma King-féng, had been carried 
off asa prisoner to P’u Chow, in Shan- 
tung, by a police runner named Fang Man, 
and others, in revenge for the capture 
of certain highwaymen with whom they 
were in league, and whom Ma King-féng 
had delayed by refusing to ferry them across 
a river when pursued. It was alleged that 
Fang Man and his fellow police runners 
had put Ma Kine-féng to death in an inn, 
and that all attempts to bring them to 
justice had been defeated. The Governor 
now reports that on Ma Ch’ao-i being sent 
to the province from Peking, and an in- 
vestigation being ordered, an official was 
despatched to P’u Chow to investigate 
the case in concert with the department 
Magistrate. Their enquiry elicited the fact 
that there was no such person as Fang Man 
employed asa police runner. The two other 
persons implicated, Fang T’ing-lin and 
Fang T’sing-piao, being ill, were unable to 
undertake the journey to the provincial 
capital, and only the documents relating 
to the case were consequently transmitted 
to the Judicial Commissioner. On this 
being done, the appellant, Ma Ch‘ao-i, came 
forward and voluntarily acknowledged the 
fact of the case to be that his uncle, hav- 
ing been induced by certain persons who 
are not in custody to commit divers acis 
of robbery, had been apprehended by the 
P’u Chow authorities, and had died from 
disease in prison. He had not been wrong- 
fully laid hold of, confined in an inn, and 
fy to death by the police, (as stated in 

is appeal). He had brought forward this 
charge in ignorance of the real facts, while 
tilled with grief for his uncle’s death ; 
but now, having assured himself of the 
true particulars, he would not venture to 
persevere in a false charge, and he begged 
that the production of witnesses to be 
confronted with him might be dispensed 
with. He acknowledged that there was no 
such person as Fang Man. On referring to 
the documents it appears that in January 
1873, the then department Magistrate of 
P’u Chow apprehended a culprit named 
Ma Urh-ma Tsai, who was the same with 
Ma King-féng, and who confessed to 
sundry acts of robbery at different places, 
The prisoner’s father, Ma Sin-kien, and a 
relative, came to the Magistracy to apply 
for his release on bail, but it was refused, 
and he died in prison on the 15th February. 
Investigation has thus proved the falsity 
of Ma Ch’ao-i’s complaint, but as it 
originated in grief for his uncle’s death, 
there is a distinction between its nature 
and that of a wantonly calumnious charge. 
As, moreover, he acknowledged the faot 


before trial, he is entitled to lenient treat- 
ment, and should be exempted from 
punishment. Rescript: Let the Board of 
Punishments take note. 

(2) The Governor of Shantung reports 
the settlement of another appeal case, with 
the invariable result, viz., the establish- 
ment of the utter falsity of the charge 
preferred at Peking. 

Jan. 9th.—(Court Ciroular). Had 
audience—the Grand Council, the Minis- 
ters of the Presence, the Comptrollers of 
the Household, and the Ministers of the 
Hung Téh Tien (imperial study). 

A Decree. Let Li Hung-chang be Grand 


Secretary of the Wén Hwa Tien 3 Re ; 
Wén-siang be Grand Secretary of the Wu 


Ying Tien jx RR BK; and Pao-yiin be 
Grand Secretary of the T’i Jén Kok 


Ha = B- 


(Note.—The above indicated re-arrange- 
ment of the titles of three out of four 
Ta Hio Sze, or Grand Secretaries, the 
fourth being Tso Tsung-t’ang, Governor- 
General of Kansuh and Shensi, is conse- 

nent upon the death of Juilin, Governor- 

eneral of the two Kwang, and Grand 
Secretary of the Wén Hwa Tien. The 
localization of each of the four titles 
connects them with certain buildings with- 
in the palace-city, without any active 
significance as regards functions attach- 
ing to the post—indeed, the position of 
Grand Secretary, although the highest prize 
of the Chinese bureaucracy, and analogous 
to the honourable distinction of Field Mar- 
shal in the British army, does not neces- 
sarily carry with itany increase of influence 
or voice in the affairs of the Government. 
What is remarkable in the present re-ar- 
rangement is that the senior post is given 
to a Chinese, Li Hung-chang, who moves 
up from the Wu Ying Tien, instead of to 
a Manchu, to whom precedence has almost 
invariably been assigned under like oir- 
oumstances hitherto). 

Jan.10th.—(1) A Decree, referring again 
to the want of snow in the neighbourhood 
of Peking. In addition to the propitia- 
tory offerings commanded by decree on the 
lst instant, it is now further ordained that 
incense be again offered on the 13th inat., 
by five of the Imperial Princes at different 
temples. 

(2)—The Governor-General, Li Hung- 
chang, memorializes denouncing the officials 
answerable for the escape of a prisoner 
while under convoy. It has been reported 
to him by the District Magistrate of 
Sha-ho that on the 6th September a pri- 
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soner was received at that district from 
another magistracy, to be forwarded on, 
and on the following morning, after 
examination of the fetters, a guard of 
police and soldiers was detailed to escort 
the man on to the next stage. Some of 
the soldiers and police lagged behind 
on account of illness, At a certain point 
on the journey, the prisoner was allowed 
to get out of the cart for a purpose, and 
just at that moment a gale of wind came 
on which startled the mules and caused 
them to run away. While the guard 
were running after the cart, the prisoner 
managed tu break his fetters and escape. 
He has not been recaptured. The offence 
of which he was guilty was that of causing 
the death of a married woman, whom he 
threw down and kioked, for which he had 
been sentenced to strangulation. The 
Magistrate’s investigation had elicited no 
proof of guilty connivance at his escape 
on the part of the soldiers and police. The 
Governor-General pronounces it as his 
opinion that decided negligence has been 
shown, and begs that the two district 
magistrates concerned be adjudged a 
penalty by the proper Board. 

Jan 11th.—(Court Circular)—The Prince 
of Kung returns thanks for the gift of a 
sable-skin robe. 

(1)—A Decree replying to a memorial 
from the Governor-General Tso Tsung- 
t’ang, who, in reporting the death of the 
late ex-Salt Comptroller of Kwangtung, 
Chung K’ien-kiin, dwells upon the liber- 
ality and public spirit with which he 
contributed from his official income to the 
relief of the distressed (as reported a few 
months ago). Sanction is given to the 
Governor-General’s application that mate- 
rials for the biography of the deceased 
be supplied by the authorities of Hupeh 
and Kwangtung to the Office of the 
National Historians, to be duly enrolled 
among the lives of distinguished public 
servants, as an encouragement to others. 

(2).—The Governor of Honan reports 
the rehearing of an appeal case referred 
back from Peking. The accusation of 
murder to which it relates grew out of 
incidents in the Nien-fei disorders of 1860- 
1862, and the accused person is pronounced 
innocent of the charge. 

Jan. 12th. (1)—A Decree. Li Tsung- 
hi memorializes declaring that his cuim- 
plaint grows daily more severe, and 
beseeching permission to resign his office. 
Let Li Tsung-hi vacate his office, and 
attend in tranquillity to the care’ of his 
health. Let Liu Kw’én-yih act tempora- 
rily as Governor-General of the Two 


Kiang, and let Liu Ping-chang Baye Fat 
act temporarily as Governor of Kianysi. 


(2).—Li Tsung-hi memorializes on pas- 
sing in review the qualifications of ‘Tautais 
now in oflice, and requests a decree degrad- 
ing a functionary from his rank and ap- 
pointing him elsevhere. The Tautai 
charged with the supervision of the Salt 
departinent of Kiangnan, Teng Yii- Kung 


EN i is yy, is reported somewhat ad- 


ub ie to the vice [of opium-smoking], and 
shews no capacity for rousing himself 
into activity. Let him be deuraded to 
the rank and oftice of sub-prefect, and 
await selection for an appointment by the 
Board, in furtherance of the stringency of 
the rules of oftice. 

(3)—The Governor of Honan ine- 
morializes representing theexhaustion of 
the resources of the provincial exchequer, 
and praying that a portion of the demands 
upon the revenue of the province may 


be remitted. He explains that since 
the two army corps which for some 
years were employed in Honan passed 


beyond the frontier, tie utter depletion of 
the treasury had compelled him to svlicit 
in a previous Memorial that payment of 
the different subsidies which Honan was 
called upon to furnish might be suspended 
for a time; but in reply he received a 
despatch from the Board of Revenue urging 
continuous payment, which could not be 
pretermicted without giving an excuse to 
other provinces to bring forward like 
requests, The Governor now returns to 
his entreaty, pointing out that, owing to 
the entirely inland situation of Honan, 
with no command over the yreat highways 
of commerce and navigation such as fur- 
nishes a Customs’ revenue to other pro- 
vinces, his own jurisdiction is exceptionally 
poor. The two army corps already men- 
tioned, during ther six years of campeizn- 
ing in Honan and the provinces to the 
west, absorbed the entire fatness of the 
land. ‘The only source of income consists 
in the land revenue and miscellaneous 


duties, yielding a revenue of some T's. 
2,150,000. The outgoings for the support 


of the two army corps and of the regular 
and irreyular furces of the province, toge- 
ther with the supply of arms and muni- 
tions, amount to upwards of 'I'ls. 1,400,000, 
to which, when an intercalary month 
occurs, an additional sum of Tls. 100,000 
and odd must be reckoned. The original 
sum prescribed for expenditure on the 
Yellow River works was Tls. 200,000 per 
annum, but the additional expenditure 
of late years for extraordinary repairs has 
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mounted up until more than double the 
above sum is now reached. These two 
sources of outlay make together the amount 
of upwards of ‘T'ls, 2,000,000. When to 
this are added the Tacls 259 ,000 required 
as tho annual subsidy to Peking, the 
exvenditure is already in excess of i income. 
The absolutely indispensable outlay for 
the pay of tho garrison troops and the 
salaries of the official establishmentamounts 
to 'Tls. 700,000 per annum, so that the 
Treasury is absolutely drained dry, and no 
amount of financial expedients will suffice 
to establish an equilibrium, The total 
amount of subsidies with which the 
province has been assessed for the current 
year, on behalf of oflicial salaries in the 
threo Manchurian provinces, the garrisons 
in Turkestan, etc. etc., is Tls. 2,023,000, 
of which amount there remain unpaid no 
less than ‘T'ls. 1,955,600. The Governor 
is compelled, accordingly to submit once 
more his prayer for a revision of the 
demands upon his exchequer, 
Jan, 13th.—Decrees on decease of the 
Emperor of China. 
1.—Yih Tsune, Prince of Tun, 

Yih Sin, Prince of Kung, 

Yih Hwan, Prince of Cl’un, 

Yih Hwei, Prince of Fu, 

Yih Siany, Prince of Lwei, 

Tsai Che, Prince of 3rd rank, 

Tsai Cl’éng, do. do. 

Yih Mu, an imperial duke, 

Peh-yen-na-m6-hu, 

Yih Kw’ang, 

King-show, 

Pao-yiin, 

Shén Kwei-fon, 

Li Hung-tsao, 

Yine-kwei, ) 


Ts’uny-lun, 





Ministers of 
the Preseuce, 


Ministers of the 
Grand Council, 


Kwei-ling, Comptrollers 
Yuny-luh, of the 
Ming-shan, Household, 


Kwei-pao, 

Wen-si, 

Sit ‘ung, 

Ung 1? ung-ho, 

Wang Iing-k’i, 
“and 


Hwan Yii, } 


Ministers of the 
Imperial Study, 


P’an 'T'su-yin, Ministers 
Sun [-king, of the 


sii Fa, | Imperial Library, 
Chang Kia-jang, J 
have received as follows the benign man- 
date of their Majesties the Kmpress Ts’ze- 
An-Twan-Yu-Wany-King, and 'Ts’ze-Hi- 
Twan-Yeo-K’ang-l. * 





* The tisst of the two Empress, it: uiav be well to 
note here, is the actual Elup.cvso Dowager, vr cousoct of 





Let Tsai’ Tien ify WS son of Yih Hwan, 


the Prince of Ch’un, become adopted as 
the son of the Emperor Wén Tsung Hien, 
and enter upon the inheritance of the great 
dynastic line, as Emperor by succession. 

A special Decree. 

2. The benign Mandate of the Empress 
Dowager and Empress Mother (titles as 
above) has been reverently received as 
follows: 

Whereas His Majesty the Emperor has 
ascended upon the Dragon to be a guest 
on high, without offspring born to his 
inheritance, no course has been open but 
that of causing Tsai T’ien, son of the 
Prince of Ch’un, to become adopted as 
the son of the Emperor Wén ‘T'sung Hien, t 
and to enter upon the inheritance of the 
great dynastic line as Emperor by succes- 
sion. When a prince shall have been 
born to the Emperor, he shall become 
adopted as the inheritor of His Majesty 
now departed. A special Decree. 

3.—The benign mandate of their Majes- 
ties the Empress Dowager and the Empress 
mother (titles as above), has been rever- 
ently received as follows : 

- Let the Prince of Tun; the Prince of 
Kung; the Prince of Ch’un ; Peh-yen-na- 
mé-hu, Prince [by title] Potorakat’ai of 
the K’orch’in Mongols; the Prince Yih 
Kw’ang ; King Show, consort of the Impe- 
rial princess; the Grand Secretary Pao- 
yiin; the President of the Board of Civil 
oftice and comptroller of the Household, 
Ying Kwei; the President of the Board of 
Ceremonies, Ling-kwei ; and the President 
of the Board of Works, Li Hung-tsao, 
arrange in reverence the obsequial rites 
and perform their duty with the solemnity 
that is fitting. 

4.—The benign mandate of their 
Majesties the Empress Dowager and 
Empress Mother has been received as 
follows :— 

Let the brevets of rank as expectant 
officials of the King T’ang class conferred 
upon Li Téh-li and Chwang Show-ho, £ be 
withdrawn and cancelled, and their buttons 
and peacock’s feathers be t:ken from them. 





the Emperor Hien Féng, at the time of his death in 
WoL. The second is the mother of the Emperor just 
deceased > Who was raised in virtue of her maternity 
to the position of Empress adjoint. The titles T. 
and T’sze-Hi indicate in their meaning the peculiarity 
in their position of each of the two Imperial ladies. 
If the liberty be taken to borrow a rendering from the 
Latin, and to translat: Ts'ze-an by Plaeolia and Ts'ze hi 
by Felicia, the unfamiliarity in the appearance and 
sound of these tithes may be diminished fur the reader 
unacquainted with Chinese, 

¢ ahe tithe by canonization of the Emperor Hien 
Feng, who died in 1sol, 

¢ The two Imperial physicians, who were promoted on 
his late Majesty's apparent convalescence. 
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5.—A Decree. Whereas on the Sth day 
of this moon (the 12th January, 1875) at 
the yeo hour (5-7 P.M) His Majesty the 
Empevor departed this life, ascending upon 
the Dragon to be a guest on high,—the 
benign mandate of the Empress Dowager, 
and Empress Mother, (titles as above) was 
by Us reverently received, commanding 
us to enter upon the inheritance of the 
great succession. Prostrate upon the 
earth We bewailed Our grief to Heaven, 
vainly stretching out our hands in 
lamentation. For thirteen years, as We in 
humility reflect, His Majesty now departed 
reigned under the canopy of Heaven. In 
reverent observance of the Ancestral pre- 
cepts He made the counsels prompted by 
maternal love His guide, applying himself 
with awe-struck zeal to the toilsome per- 
formance of His duty. For not a single 
day, in reverence for Heaven and in 
obedience to the Ancestral pattern, did he 
cease to be inspired with devotion in the 
cause of government and love on behalf of 
His people. He gave the charge of oftice 
to the attached and wise. He vanquished 
and subdued the great revolt. The 
welfare of the people and the policy of the 
State were ever present in His inmost 
thoughts. Sincere in the deepest measure 
must be, at this time, the grief and 
lamentation of all to whom the breath of 
life is given. Not in words can We give 
expression to the sadness which pierces 
Our heart and shews itself in tears of 
blood. Grave in Our mind is the trust 
bequeathed, the burden of which is charged 
upon Our unworthy person ; yet know We 
that We are able to depend, in Our Capital 
and throughout the Empire, upon Our 
Ministers and servants, high and low, in 
the ranks of the civil and military 
administration, Unitedly they will strive 
in uprightness and loyalty to maintain on 
Our behalf an ever improving rule. It 
behoves the governments of all the 
Provinces to bear a gentle sway over the 
people committed to our charge, Thus 
will consolation be administered to the 
soul in heaven of His Majesty now de- 
parted. Fervent is our hope that this 
may be! 


For the observance of the rites of mourn- 
ing, we have reverently received a charge, 
by the testament of His Majesty now 
departed, that in obedience to previous 
usage the mourning garb be laid aside at the 
end of seven and twenty days. ‘To do this 
our feelings, in very truth, will not con- 
sent, We shall observe with reverence, in 
strict adherence to the rule of ancient 
times, three years of mourning, that ex- 


pression may in some slight part be given 
to the grief that fills our mind. 

As regards all the acts of sacrifice 
and worship prescribed by canon for 
the Temples of the State, it is fitting 
nothing be diminished in the allotted 
ceremonial on account of the present 
mourning. Let therefore the departments 
that are concerned assemble to decide 
what steps it is right to take, as former 
precedent directs, for the appointment of 
officials reverently to discharge the duty 
on Our behalf, or for Our personal per- 
formance of the ritual, and make report 
to Us thereon. Let the rites of mourning 
to be observed by the officials and the 
people throughout the empire be con- 
ducted in conformity with the established 
rule. Let this be promulgated for the 
information of all in Our capital and 
throughout the Empire. 

Valedictory Manifesto of the deceased 
Emperor. 

6.—An Edict of His Majesty the Em- 
peror, saith :— 

It was owing to the exalted love of Our 
late Imperial father, Our canopy and sup- 
port, that the Divine Vessel * was bestowed 
upon Our keeping. Having set foot in Our 
childhood upon the Throne, as We suc- 
ceeded to Our great heritage in reverent 
devoutness, from the moment of Our acces- 
sion We had, gazing upward, to thank 
their two Majesties the Empresses for that, 
in ordering as Regents the affairs of Gov- 
ernment, they devoted night and day to 
their laborious task. When, later, in 
obedience to their benign commands We 
pista assumed the supreme power, 

e looked on high for guidance to the 
Ancestral precepts of the Sacred Ones 
before Us, and, in devotion to Our gov- 
ernment, and love toward Our people, 
made the fear of Heaven and the example 
of Our forefathers the mainspring of every 
act. Conscious of Our own deficiency, We 
have not dared to do ought but labour 
late and early with anxious application. 
To be unwearied day by day * has been 
Our single purpose, For more than 
ten years past, blest with the counsels 
of maternal love We have striven ear- 
nestly to advance toward the highest path 
of order. It has, indeed, happily been 
true that the armies of the State, as they 
successively advanced from point to point, 
have vanquished and subdued the rebels of 
Yiieh and the Nien, and in the provinces 

* The Divine Vessel or instrument—i.e., the throne, 
This metaphor, invariably employed on occasions such as 
the present, is derived from a passage in the Chronicles 
of the Han dynasty. 


* The exhortation addreased by Yu to his sovereign, 
Shun-Shoo King, B.ok tv., oh. 1, 
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of the South and West the Miao and Mus- 
sulman insurgents have been severally 
conquered, and brought into submission. 
Tranquillity has been every where restored; 
but though the miseries of war have ceased, 
the wounds of our people are not yet 
healed. Whenever this thought has occu- 
pied Our mind, sleep and repose have been 
alike denied Us, Whenever, too, in times 
of visitation by flood or drought, Our 
governors in the provinces have prayed Us 
to remit taxation or bestow relief, the 
immediate outpouring of Our bounty has 
in no case been withheld. The anxious 
care that in the seclusion of Our palace 
has filled our breast must have been 
witnessed by Our ministers and people 
throughout the empire. 

Our bodily constitution has through Our 
life been strong, and when in the eleventh 
moon of this year We were attacked by 
small-pox, We gave the utmost care to 
the preservation of Our health; but for 
some days past Our strength has gradually 
failed, until the hope of recovery has passed 
away. We recognize in this the will of 
Heaven. Mindful of the grave interests 
of the dynastic line, We feel that it behoves 
Us to transmit Our charge to worthy 
hands, and We have now received the 
benign Mandate of their two Majesties the 
the Empresses, in these words :—‘‘ Let Tsai 
Tien, the son of Yih Hwan, Prince of 
Ch’un, be adopted as heir to His Majesty 
the Emperor Wén Tsung Hien, and enter 
upon the inheritance of the great dynastic 
line, as emperor by succession, A special 
Decree.” 

Our imperial successor is virtuously dis- 

osed and filial, and endowed with bright 
intelligence. We are assured that he 
will know how to accept with reverence the 
trust that is bestowed. Heaven, who gives 
the people birth, sets up a ruler for them, 
and makes him their governor and pastur. 
Let him exert himself continually with 
anxious painstaking and diligent awe. By 
making choice of his servants wiselyt he 
will give the people easo, and will assure 
Our great inheritance for ever. Let him, 
moreover, cherish with filial devotion their 
Majesties the two Empresses, and look 
upwards to console their loving hearts. It 
is equally Our hope that Our Ministers and 
servants, civil and military, will unite in 
upright and loyal efforts, each zealous in 
the discharge of his allotted duty, that 
thus they may uphold for Our adopted 
successor a more and more glorious rule. 
1f this be done, the cravings of Our breast 
will be assuaged. 


tA qeetstion from the ‘‘ Counsels of Kao Yao,” Shoo 
King, Book III, Oh. 1, 


In obedience to former usage, let the 
robes of mourning? be laid aside at the 
end of seven and twenty days. Be this 
proclaimed throughout the Empire for the 
information of all. 

7.—A Decree. Whereas in the eleventh 
year of Hien Féng (1861) on the decease 
‘of His Majesty the Emperor Wen Tsung 
Hien, His Majesty now departed excused, 
in conformity with precedent, the Manchu 
Generals, Governors-General, Governors, 
Commanders-in-Chief, provincial Commis- 
sioners of Finance and Justice, together 
with the Comptrollers of the Salt and 
Customs’ revenue and Superintendents of 
the manufactories, from the duty of com- 
ing to the capital to do homage before the 
imperial coffin—now, inasmuch as His Ma- 
jesty has departed this life and ascended 
to the empyrean heights, let all the high 
officials concerned take note that they need 
not ask permission to come to the capital 
to do homage before the imperial coffin, to 
the end that: no neglect be entailed in the 
functions of their office. What is incum- 
bent upon them is that they do exert 
their efforts for the complete fulfilment 
of their duty, and thus shew themselves 
not unworthy of their trust. The mere 
form of ceremonial observance is not that 
which is important. Let this be promul- 
gated for the information of all. 

8.—A Decree.—Twan Siu has memo- 
morialized, stating that his complaint gives 
no hope of speedy recovery, and he implores 
that he may be relieved of his official duties, 
and that his state allowance as a duke of 
the imperial lineage be terminated. Let 
Twan Siu be relieved of his duties and his 
allowance cease. 

9.—A Decree. 
26th year of Tao Kwang (1846) His Majesty 
the Emperor Siian Tsung Ch’éng, Our 
imperial Ancestor, issued a special edict, 
in the following terms :— 

‘The two names [given to an emperor] 
should not be capriciously altered in 
demonstration of respect. Henceforward, 
on asuccessor to the Throne being declared, 
let the first character of his name, as 
before, remain unchanged ; neither let any 
diminution be made in the strokes of 
which it is composed. As regards the 
second character, let decision be taken at 
the time with reference to the stroke that 


should be dispensed with. Let this be- 


enrolled among the fundamental institutes.” 

This having: been reverently received, 
We now, in respectful obedience to the 
will of Our august predecessor, ordain that 
the first character of the imperial name be 
written as before, withont necessity of 
alteration. For the second character, let 
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-ther;:—We have 


. 


the last stroke be omitted, and alteration 
as a token of respect be made by writing 


the character as Wg. All books that 


have been printed before the issue of this 
decree remain unaffected by it. 

The Court Circular contains only the 
following announcements :— 


The Prince of Ch’un applies for a congé 
of ten days. . 

The Grand Council had audience. 

(10)—King-show, Consort of the Impe- 
rial Prince, and director of the Imperial 
Equipage Department, with his colleagues, 
memorializes representing that in former 
times funds were invested by this depart- 
ment of the Court in the acquisition of 
lands by purchase or mortgage in different 
parts of the Province of Chihli, yielding 
an annual rental of Taels 20,755 0.1.7 
which, according to regulation confirmed 
by Decree, should be remitted at the end 
of each year from the provincial toner. 
The amount in question served to defray 
the salaries and allowances of the officers 
employed under the department, as well as 
the expenses of all kinds entailed in the 
service. Up to last year, however, pay- 
ments on this account from the treasury of 
Chihli were in arrear to the amount of four 
hundred and eighty-nine thousand Taels, 
and upwards. Repeated demands for the 
sum of Taels 8,700, due on account of the 
revenue of last year, have been addressed 
without result to the Governor-General of 
Chihli, and it is now besought that he may 
be commanded to cause immediate pay- 
ment of the sum in question to be made, 
and steps to be taken for the gradual 
collection and payment of the arrears. 

Jan, 14th (1)—A Decree of their Majesties 
tbe Empress Dowager and the Empress 
Mother :—We have received a memorial 
from the Prince of Tun and his colleagues, 
requesting that the act of grace heretofore 
bestowed benowrevoked. This application 
is inspired by feelings most honourable. 
Let, therefore, as is requested, the honours 
conferred by the Decree of the 23rd 
December on the princes and ministers be 
revoked and annulled, and let the two 
steps of honorary rank conferred by 
the same Decree on officials, high 
and low, throughout the empire, be 
at the same time revoked and cancelled, 
Let the proper departments take note. 

(2)—A Decree of their Majesties the 
Empress Dowager and the Empress Mo- 
received this day a 
memorial from the Prince of Ch’un, stating 
that the complaint under which he former- 
ly laboured has broken out afresh, and 
entreating that special grace be shewn 


him in the granting of permission to strive 
for the preservation of his existence. On 
perusal of the Prince’s memorial, expressed 
in terms of earnest supplication, which are 
inspired by the most honourable feeling, 
We ordain that the Princes, Nobles, Grand 
Secretaries, the Six Boards and Nine 
Superior Courts, do consult with careful 
deliberation upon the proper course to be 
pursued, in fulfilment of every require- 
ment of what is right and proper under 
the circumstances. 

[N.B.—The Prince of Ch’un, whose 
application for leave to resign his offices is 
indicated above, is the father of the child 
who has become Emperor of China. Ac- 
cording to public report, the Prince was in 
reality overcome by the shock of the an- 
nouncement; but in any case His High- 
ness would be obliged to withdraw from 
his functions as a Minister of the Presence, 
and his other State employments, since he 
could not render acts of homage to his 
own son. } 

Jan. 15th.—(1)—A Decree. 

We have this day received a memorial 
from the Princes and nobles, Grand 
Seoretaries, and Presidents of the Six 
Boards and Nine Superior Courts, be- 
seeching that their Majesties the two Em- 
presses should take upon themselves the 
functions of a Regency. Having reverently 
presented this for the affectionate perusal 
of their Majesties, We have reverently 
received the benign Mandate of Her 
Majesty the Empress Ts’ze-An-Twan-Yii- 
K’ang-K’ing and Her Majesty the Empress 
‘I's’ze-Hi-Twan-Yu-K’ang-I in these 
words :— 

The perusal of the memorial which the 
Princes and ministers have presented, has 
made Us to feel with added poignancy the 
sorrow We are unable to dispel. The in- 
atitution of a Regency from behind the 
Curtain * is essentially a temporary ex- 
pedient. In consideration of the fact that 
His Majesty who has succeeded to the 
Throne is at present of a tender age, and 
moreoves that, in times so filled with 
trouble the Princes and Ministers can- 
not be left without a source to look 
to forauthority, We have no choice but 
to yield consent to their entreaty, until 
His Majesty who has now succeeded shall 
have fulfilled the period of his education, 
when We will forthwith return the govern- 
ment into His hands. 

In reverently receiving this Decree, We 
have cause indeed to feel devoutly grateful 


* Chui-lieu-ting-chéng—the expression sanctioned by 
historical usage for the regency of an Empress, who, 
with ‘“‘a curtain dropped before her gives ear to the 
aflairs of government,” 


Google 


10 


for such benign commands. Notwith- 
standing the deficiencies of Our unworthy 
person, their Majesties the two Empresses 
have deigned to cause Us by their benign 
Mandate to enter upon the succession of 
the great dynastic line, magnifying Us to 
become recipient of the resplendent Com- 
mission from on High; and, looking up- 
ward, We have been charged with the 
burden of the trust committed to Our 
keeping by His Majesty who has departed. 
Great is the bequest and difficult the task 
bestowed! Sorrowful, sorrowful is Our 
distress! * Yet, as it has happily been 
ordered, the protection of their two 
Majesties the Empresses is vouchsafed 
until in person We take into Our 
hands the Supreme power. It behoves 
ye, Princes, nobles, and ministers, and 
officers high and low, to put forth your 
strenuous efforts, striving one and all 
in uprightness and loyalty to yield with 
joint accord support to an ever improving 
rule. Thus will ye give comfort above to 
the soul in heaven of His Majesty now 
departed, and gratify below the hope of 
our subjects within the limits of the seas. 
Great in such case will be the happi- 
ness vouchsafed to Us! Let the Princes, 
nobles, and Ministers as aforesaid duly 
decide in consultation, and memorialize 
upon the arrangements which it is proper 
should be made for the conduct of the 
Regency. 

Let this be promulgated throughout the 
empire for the information of all. 

(2)—The benign Mandate of their Ma- 
jesties the two Empresses has been 
received as follows: Let all thé works 
undertaken at the buildings on the Three 
Lakes, whether actually in progress or 
not yet begun, be forthwith discontinued. 
[N.B.—The works in question were ordered 
to be undertaken in September last, in the 
neighbourhood of the Imperial Palace, for 
the accommodation of the two Empresses 
Dowager, on the abandonment of the 
works at Yiian-ming Yiian being decided 


on]. 

sy a Decree commanding the selection 
of a posthumous canonical title for his 
late Majesty, whose virtues are extolled 
in the name of his successor. For thirteen 
years, it is recounted, His Majesty ruled 
beneath Heaven, in devout fear and un- 
bending reverence. In toilsome devotion 
to duty, and awe-stricken assiduity, he spent 
no single day in which his thoughts were 
not devoted, in veneration of Heaven 
and application of the Ancestral 

* K’iung-Kiung-tsai-kiu—an expression attributed by 


historian Tso K’iu-ming to Duke Ai of L’ earing 
the decease of Confusion, aac of 


precepts, to industry in the cause of 
government and lOve toward his people. 
_ His performances of worship at the 

“temples of the State were reverent 
' and sincere. He was _ indefatigable 
at the proper epochs in his pilgrimages 
to the mausolea of the departed 
sovereigns. He cherished in the sub- 
limity of filial piety their two Majesties 
the Empresses. From the highest antiqui- 
ty his equal has not lived, as is known 
indeed to all his subjects. When he first 
acceded to the Throne, he laboured dili- 
gently, day and night, under the direction 
of the benign maternal counsels, to accom- 
plish his studies, under the tutelage of 
learned ministers. In the course of a few 
years, the rebela of the South and the 
roving banditti of the North were wholly 
subdued, and the provinces of the South 
and West once more enjoyed tranquillity. 
His tender regard for the welfare of his 
people was shown in his compassion for 
those in bondage under the law, and in the 
indulgence he displayed in times of disaster 
from flood and drought. The great assem- 
blage of Princes and ministers will accord- 
ingly deliberate upon the title that it is 
proper to enrol in the sacred canon. 

(4)—A Decree naming the princes, nobles 
and ministers who are to wear mourning 
for one hundred days. With the exception 
of those named, all other officials will wear 
mourning for twenty-seven days only. 

(5)—A Decree of the two Empresses, in 
reply to a memorial by the Censor Yii 
Shang-hwa, with reference to the two 
physicians who attended his late Majesty. 
It is commanded that they be stripped of 
their rank, and continue under this penal 
eentence to discharge their official duty. 
(For previous chastisement see Gazette of 
13th inst.) : 

(5)—The Grand Secretary Wén-siang 
memorializes (on or about the 28th Dec., 
1874), renewing his entreaty for leave to 
retire from his office. On the 30th Sep- 
tember last he memorialized to this effect, 
stating that his health did not permit 
him to attend to all his duties, and beg- 
ging to be relieved of his office, in order 
that he might devote himself solely to 
the management of Foreign affairs. In 
reply, his Majesty deigned to grant him 
a further congé of three months. In 
gratitude for such favours he hastened to 
occupy himself with restorative treatment, 
trusting that after the settlement of the 
Formosan affair, he might, perhaps, be 
able to resume the discharge of his func- 
tions. The Formosan affair, however, is 
but just concluded, and his health is worse 
than ever. He is consequently obliged to 
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reiterate his entreaty for leave to resign, 
not feeling himself capable even, as be- 
fore, of undertaking to devote himself 
solely to Foreign affairs. If favoured under 
the circumstances of his grievous illness 
with his Majesty’s leave to retire for the 
purpose of attending to the care of his 
health, he will not fail, should the bless- 
ings diffused by his Majesty contribute to 
his recovery, to prostrate himself in the 
dust before the palace gate, and solicit re- 
employment. (For rescript granting three 
months’ additional congé, see Gazette of 
Dec. 29, 1874.) 

(6.) The Governor-General of the Two 
Kiang reports the total quantity of common 
and superior rice transmitted to Peking 
from the province of Kiangsu during the 
season 1874, He adverts to the condition 
of the provinces, as yet but partially re- 
covered from the devastation caused by 
the rebellion, much land still remaining 
untilled, whilst that which has been 
brought under cultivation again, from its 
being overgrown with dense vegetation 
and having remained long unploughed, re- 
quires a great outlay on the part of the 
husbandman, with comparatively small 
results. The province was also visited 
with severe tempests toward the end of 
last summer, just as the cotton and rice 
crops were flowering, whereby much 
damage was done ; and when fine weather 
returned about harvest time, epidemic 
sickness prevailed very extensively among 
the agricultural population. All these 
causes have produced distress, which it has 
been necessary to take into consideration. 
After making all allowances and granting 
exemption in sundry cases, the quantity 
of rice collected and shipped was 696,100 
piculs, beside 18,700 piculs by way of 
waste and transhipment allowance, and a 
further proportion of 13,905 piculs as ad- 
ditional surplus. The quantity further 


‘provided as excess or! wastage allowance 


for the junks was 57,100 piculs. 

Jan, 16th.—The Court Circular records 
the presentation of a memorial from the 
Board of Astromony, naming the day fixed 
upon for the issue of the manifesto an- 
nouncing to the people the decease of the 
late Emperor. 

The Grand Council received a Decree in . 
the Vermilion pencil, selecting from among 
the characters submitted, the designation 


Kwane Si SEAS as the style to be 
adopted from the first of the coming year 
as the style of the reign. 

Jan. 17th.—A Decree, in reply to a me- 
morial from the princes and nobles, urging 
that the announced determination of His 


\. requesting 


Majesty to observe three years of mourn- 
ing for his decease predecessor 
may be revoked. - The grief which His 
Majesty feels is so profound, and 
the gratitude he owes so immense, 
that life-long mourning would itself be 
insufficient to discharge his obligation. 
He cannot bring himself to abate any 
portion of the three years of mourning 
which are, indeed, imposed by the ancient 
Ritual. Tho official body and the people 
will observe the regulations heretofore in 
force ; but his Majesty will continue to wear 
the mourning garb for three years. (N.B.— 
The declaration repeated above is but a 
part of the routine observed on all occa- 
sions of the kind. After two further 
entreaties on the part of his ministers, 
the sovereign will declare that he yields 
to their persuasion, and will reduce the 
term of mourning to twenty-seven days, 
in lieu of the like number of months, 
which constitute the nominal three years 
of mourning). 


Jan. 18th—(1)—A Decree. 
chéng and his colleagues 
; that the Governor of 

‘Fuhkien be removed to _ reside 
in Formosa, for the more effectual dis- 
charge of his duty.—Let the proper De- 
partments consider and report hereupon. 


(2)—Tho Censor Hii T’ing-kwei af RE 
AE memorializes requesting that in view 


of the deficiencies in the funds supplied to 
the Imperial treasury, a Decree be issued 
appointing a commission of high officials 
to visit the Provinces, for the purpose of 
examining stringently the accounts of in- 
come and expenditure, so that wasteful 
outlay may be checked and provision be 
made for financial requirements. He begs 
leave to observe,—premising that estab- 
lished rules are in existence regulating the 
proper amount of the national revenue 
and of expenditure in all departments 
of the State, an annual surplus being in 
fact provided for after meeting the re- 
quirements of each year out of the 
revenue collected, — that during the 
reigns K’ien-Lung and Kia K’ing (A.D. 
1736—1820), the treasury was abun- 
dantly supplied ; and that notwithstand- 
ing the drain entailed in the reign 
Tao Kwang by the wars successively car- 
ried on in Turkestan and on the coast, 
which necessitated an expenditure of 
several tens of millions of taels, beside a 
still heavier expenditure on the annual 
requirements of the grain transport and 
the Yellow River works, there remained 
nevertheless, ona scrutiny being held in 


Shén Pao- 
memorialize 
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1846 of the contents of the treasury of the 
Board of Revenue, a balance of the reserve 
fund amounting to twelve or fifteen 
millions of taels. During the reign Hien 
Féng, excuse might be alleged on account 
of the prevalence of rebellion; but by the 
third year of T’ung Che (1864) the most 

reductive regions of the South-east had 
Been reduced to tranquillity, and all taxes 
and dues were collected as usual, whilst the 
revenue from sales of office, li-kin, and 
foreign Customs’ duties, &c., well nigh 
doubled in amount the total derived from 
the regular sources of revenue (i.e., land, 
rice, and salt tax). Whilst, however, the 
regular army had become, to all appearance 
a mere useless institution, irregular forces 
seemed to have been adopted as part of 
the established system, so that the main- 
tenance of these levies has had to be pro- 
vided for over and above the pay of the 
regular troops, which, alone, the Imperial 
taxation is designed to furnish. Insol- 
vency is the inevitable consequence of this 
state of affairs. In the Censor’s humble 
opinion, the finances can never be brought 
into order until the irregular levies are 
disbanded ; but, if the provincial Govern- 
ments are left to take this action as seems 
fit to themselves, the consequence will he 
that, as it appears, after repeated Decrees, 
the provinces will simply continue in their 
old routine, and treat the orders they 
receive as an empty form. With a 
view to provide a remedy, . therefore, 
the Censor would, if permitted, suggest 
that a commission be selected by His 


Majesty from among high officers of abil- | 


ity and experience, who should seve- 
rally visit the different Provinces, and 
take action in concert with the high au- 
thorities, in the same way as in the con- 
duct of military inspections, to examine 


into the organization of the irregular levies — 


and proceed to reduce their numbers with 
@ vigorous hand. This should be done in 
such a manner as to bring the provincial 
forces, by disbandment or incorporation, 
down to the numbers allotted by regulation 
for the army of each province. This 
would be one of the means the Censor 
would suggest toward restoring financial 
efliciency.—The second branch of his 
subject, relating to revenue, is introduced 
by the remark that, as regards income 
from “contributions” (i.e., purchase of 
office), the accounts oan be checked by the 
certificates issued, but that as regards the 
war-tax on merchandize, or li-kin, no 
proper accounts are rendered, and the 

oard of Revenue has no means of exercis- 
ing a supervision or audit over them, 
Taking, however, as a basis of comparison, 


the li-kin on salt, in appears that in the 
Liang Hwai (or North China) division of 
the gabelle, the quantity of salt which by 
regulation should be passed into consump- 


tion annually is: 500,000 and odd yin 5] 


(364 catties each), upon which a tax is levied 
of Tis. 8.4. odd per yin, making several 
millions of taels from this source. Beside 
the Liang Hwai, there are the administra- 
tive divisions of Chehkiang, Fuhkien, 
Kwangtung, and Szech’wan, affording 
a total collection, under the head of this 
extraordinary impost, of several tens of 
millions of taels. When to this is added 
the war tax, the amount is more than 
doubled. The reason why, out of so vasta 


revenue, the amounts remitted to the 
Peking treasury are so insignificant, 
is, in great measure, the outlay 
allotted to the pay of the troops, 


but also, in no slight degree, the unneces- 
sary expenditure on objects of no pressing 
consequence and on useless tax-stations. 
The Censor begs to observe that the likin 
is in its nature an oppressive institution, 
only continued in force owing to the 
necessity of providing resources to meet 
the army expenditure in the north-west. 
In order that revenue may be adequate, 
however, to the requirements it is intended 
to mevt, useless expense must be done 
away with; and the Censor would there- 
fore urge that the commissioners whose 
appointment he recommends should, in 
visiting the Two Kiang, the Two Hu, 
the Two Kwang, Fuhkien, Chékiang 
and Szech’wan, the provinces where the 
likin taxation is heaviest, take action 
with the provincial governments in 
investigating the accounts of revenue and 
expenditure; and having established an 
average based on the accounts of three 
successive years, should draw up regula- 
tions,thereupon to be submitted for lmpe- 
rial sanction. Steps should at once be 
taken, with reference to all manufacturing 
enterprises of no pressing consequence, and 
useless and oppressive tax-stations, to 
effect reductions either by incorporation, 
or, where feasible, by abolition. (For 
rescript, referring this Memorial for con- 
sideration, see Gazette of 3rd inst.) 

Jan. 19th.—(1)—A Decree, based upon 
a memorial by-Kin-shun, commanding the 
army of Kansuh beyond the Wall, who has 
requested that rewards be bestowed upon 
the provincial authorities of Shensi, for 
their activity in maintaining the continual 
despatch of funds and military supplies. 
The Board is directed to decide upon the 
proper mark of approbation to be bestowed 
upon the Govérnor of Shensi, and his sub- 
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ovdinetes are awarded additional steps of 
rank, 

(2)—Decrees substituting appointments 
of certain princes for others made before 
the decease of his late Majesty, for the per- 
formance of the sacrifices at the State 
temples at the close of the year. 

(3)—A Decree. Let the acting Gover- 
nor-General of the Two Kiang, Liu Kwén- 
yih, act likewise as Superintendent of 
Foreign Trade. 

(4)—Liu Kwén-yih, Governor of Kiangasi, 
memorializes with reference to the prayer 
of the Censor Téng K’ing-lin, who memo- 
rialized in 1873 proposing that the right of 
summary execution be withdrawn from the 
hands of looal authorities. The Governor 
represents hereupon that, although many 
years have elapsed since the Province was 
the scene of warfare, crimes of violence are 
nevertheless frequently committed by dis- 
banded braves, local budmashes, and the 
like ; and he refers to the two plots for 
the levying of insurrection which were de- 
tected and crushed in the course of the 
last two years, as already narrated in the 
Gazette. For this reason, he urges that 
the time has not yet arrived when summary 
execution can be dispensed with in cases 
of brigandage. 


_ (6) The same Governor memorializes 
requesting sanction to a congé of one 
month, on the ground of ill-health. During 
his campaigns in different Provinces he 
has suffered greatly from malarious in- 
fluences, and he has beeu subject for years 
past to a troublesome and weakening chronio 
complaint, which has affected him seriously 
of late. Perfect rest for a time is enjoined 
upon him by the faculty. E 

Jan. 20th.—The Grand Secretariat (Nui 
Koh) handed in the Testamentary Kdict, 
(The formal copy of the manifesto published 
on the 13th inst. in the name of the 
deceased Emperor. It will now be printed 
for issue throughout the Empire.) 

The Princes and Ministers conducting 
the Imperial obsequies report that on the 
28th inst., the coffin containing theremains 
of his late Majesty will be removed to the 
Kwan Téh Tien (a building at the northern 
extremity of the King Shan Park, behind 
the palace, deyoted to the reception of 
Imperial remains. ) 

(2)—The Governor of Kiangsi memo- 
rializes with reference to orders received 
from Peking, directing that for the winter 
collection of the rice-levy in that Province, 
endeavours be made to provide supplies 
for Peking in kind, or by purchase of rice 
for shipment out of the commutation-tax 
collected. The Board of Revenue had 


represented that the cost of rice per pioul 
as purchased, freight included, is ls. 2.3 
to Tls. 2.6 per picul, and that as the sh 
rice, which is the staple product of Kiangsi, 
is very inferior in quality to the kéng rice 
produced elsewhere, the price ought like- 
wise to be lower ; and further that as the 
experiment of shipping the Peking rice 
from Shanghai by the C. M. S. N. Co’s 
steamers has proved successful, the same 
system might be pursued in Kiangsi, 
making Kiu-kiang the central point of 
delivery for shipment. The Governor 
represents, hereupon, that, commutation 
having been for so many years the rule in 
Kiangsi, it would be next to impossible to 
revert to the practice of collecting the tax 
in kind, or to collect part in kind and part 
in money. If rice must be had, however, 
the only course that seems Openis to pur- 
chase grain out of the product of the tax 
levied under this head. At the same time, 
although the selling value of Kiangsi séh 
rice is somewhat less than that of the kéng 
quality, yet the distance of 2,000 li which 
intervenes betweon the producing districts 
and the seaboard must be taken into 
consideration, as it involves additional 
expenditure for transhipment and freight. 
The difference, therefore, is not worth 
mentioning. It would also be impossible to 
commission the district Magistrates to buy 
up rice each in his several jurisdiction, 
since no granaries exist where the rice 
could be deposited, and it would be no 
easy matter, moreover, to obtain transport 
by hired boats to the central depdt. When 
rice was purchased and shipped last year 
by the Province of Chéhkiang, the trans- 
action was effected at Shanghai by an offi- 
cial deputed for the purpose ; and the pro- 
vinces of Hunan and MHupeh have 
adopted the same plan, the C. M.S. N. 
Company contracting for the transporta- 
tion to Tientsin and delivery at T’ung- 
chow. Kiangsi would now follow a like 
system; and as the expectant Taotai 
Shéng Siian-hwai, one of the managers of 
the Steamship Company, was passing 
through Kiangsi on his way back to 
Shanghai from Hupeh, the opportunity 
has been taken of consulting him. The 
limit prescribed by the Board of Revenne 
for the rice shipped from Kiangsu and 
_Chéhkiang was that, for prime cost and 
freight combined, the maximum outlay 
should not exceed Tls. 2.7, treasury weight, 
per picul ; but, under the new regulations 
imposed since last year for the rice-levy 
in Kiangsi, the amount of commutation 
is far from being adequate to this rate. 
The amount of levy sanctioned is 3,420 
cash as the equivalent of one picul of rice ; 
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whilst in Kiangsu, which lies so much 
nearer the coast, 4,500 cash is the 


sum allowed to be levied; and in 
Honan, much nearer to Peking, the 
fixed equivalent is 3 taels. The total 


amount collected annually in Kiangsi for 
the supply of rice-money to the troops, and 
for the grain-tribute to Peking, should be 
Tls. 390,000 and odd ; but the actual col- 
lection, owing to remissions and payments 
in arrear, has been no more than about Tls. 
200,000 and odd. Of late years there has 
been due from this source an annual con- 
tingent of Tls. 240,000 to the troops in 
Kansuh, and ‘I'ls. 20,000 to the Ts’ing-chow 
and Hwai-ngan local governments, the 
requirements being thus in excess of the 
revenueaccruing. If now 80,000 piculs of 
rice are to be purchased and shipped, the 


a rr re rer ee 


cost, at the rate mentioned above, will be 
Tis. 216,000; and it is proposed that, 
against this, the province be allowed to ; 
keep back the money contingent due for | 
year 1874 tothe amount of piculs 80,000, 
at the fixed equivalent of Tl. 1.3.0, equal 
to Tls. 104,000, beside Tls. 40,000 which 
would be payable for inland trans- | 
port, at the fixed rate of 5 mace per 
picul. There would then still be a defi- 
ciency of Tis. 70,000 and odd to be 
made good from other sources. If the 
proposition he approved, the Governor | 
will appoint officials to make the neces- 
sary purchases and superintend the ship- | 
ment at Shanghai.—Rescript: Let the | 
Board of Revenue take note. : 
Jan. 2ist.—(1) A Decree of the Em.- j 
presses, referring to the prayer presented : 
by the Prince of Ch’un for permission to 
retire from all his offices. ‘his having 
been referred for consideration on the 
part of the princes, nobles, and ministers, 
they have now reported that His High- 
ness’s request should be granted, and that 
he be allowed to resign his various duties, 
but that his name be still submitted by, 
the Imperial Ulan Court, in regular 
course, for the performance of annual 
sacrifices at the Eastern and Western 
mausolea. He should likewise take it in 
turn to attend the religious ceremonials 
at the various ancestral temples, &c., 
but should be excused from taking his! 
place in the ranks of attendance to offer | 
homage on His Majesty’s enthronement ! 
and on the Imperial birthday. In reward | 
for his manifold and distinguished past} 
services, it is recommended that he be} 
raised to the rank of an Imperial prince 
of the first order, with perpetual hereditary 
succession in the same degree; and it is 
further suggested that, in view of the 
great magnitude of the works now in: 


| progress at P’u-t’o Yii EE OF (the site 


. selected for the construction of mausolea 
. for the two Empresses), His Highness be 
| commanded to continue his superinten- 
+ dence in that quarter. The Empresses 
{ confirm the recommendations herein pro- 
, posed, and, having by a separate Decree 
. bestowed the command of the Imperial 
1 Musketeers, lately held by the Prince, on 
. Prince Peh-yen-na-mo-hu and the Duke 
; King-show, they enjoin upon His High- 
ness, whose long and successful tenure of 
his command they warmly appreciate, 
that for the future he should advise in 
all things with his successors in the 
command. 

(2) Their Majesties the two Empresses 
decree that a gratuity of two Taels of 
silver each be bestowed from the House- 
. hold treasury upon the guards of the 
Equipage department, who reverently 
escorted His Majesty to the palace on the 
12th inst., on his succession. 

(3) A Degree appointing Peh-yen-na- 
mo-hu and King-show to the command of 
the Imperial Musketeers. 


(4) A decree, based on a renewed memo- 
rial from the princes and ministers, urging 
His Majesty to reconsider the determiua- 
tion of observing three years of mourning 
for his deceased predecessor. It appears 
that on the decease of the Emperors Kia 
K’ing, Tao Kwang, and Hien Féng, the 
entreaty of the ministers of the day pre- 
vailed over similar resolutions on the part 
of the successors to the Throne, and His 
Majesty, profound as is the grief he feels, 
does not feel justified in disregarding the 
ancestral precedent. He will, therefore, 
wear the full mourning garb of white for 
one hundred days, and plain robes for 
' 27 months. Let not the princes and 
ministers obtrude further solicitations on 

this subject. 

i (5).—A succession of decrees, conferring 
“@ number of court and military appoint- 
ments or transfers. 

(6).—The Governor-General of Shensi 
and Kansuh memorializes on the decease 
of the ex-comptroller of the Salt Revenue 
of Kwangtung, Chun K’ien-kiin, whose 
virtues and unselfish patriotism he warmly 
eulogizes. In the course of last year, as 
reported at the time, he contributed Tis, 
40,000, the accumulations of his salary, 
to the relief of the distressed poor in 
Kansuh and Chihli; and having now 
departed this life, at an advanced age, it 
i: is requested that his biography be included 
in the State chronicles, and that materials 
; be supplied for this purpose by the 
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Governments of the provinces in which 
he has served. ‘ 

Jan, 22nd.—(1)—A Decree. The Board 
of Ceremonies has memorialized Us 
respecting the day for Our enthronement 
and the ceremonial attending the annouuce- 
ment of Our accession. On perusal of 
this, Our grief has been revived anew with 
added poignancy; but, considering how 
His Majesty now departed hath given 
over to Our keeping the glorious ancestral 
heritage, We have been moved to consent 
to the request. Let the coming year be 
the first of the reign Kwang Si, and let 
the great ceremonial of the enthronement 
and proclamation be proceeded with at 5 
a.m. on the 20th day of the 1st Moon 
(25th February), the auspicious day selected 
by the Astronomical Board. Let all 
preparations be reverently made in con- 
formity with former usage by the proper 
departments, 

(2) A Decree, renewing the privilege 
granted in 1861, on the accession of the 
late Emperor, to His Majesty’s uncles the 
Princes of Tun, Kung, and Fu, of exemp- 
tion from doing homage by the act of 
kneeling and knocking the head on the 
ground on ordinary occasions, 

(3) A Decree of the two Empresses 
appointing a commission of high dignitaries, 
presided over by the Prince of Kung, to 
select a fitting spot at either the Eastern 
or the Western Hills for the mausoleum of 
His late Majesty. The Prince of Kung is 
exempted from the duty of inspecting the 
site in person. ‘he remainder of the 
commission, headed by the Prince of 
Ch’un, are to inspect the locality and pre- 
pare drawings. 

(4) A Decree of the two Empresses 
insisting upon the retention by the Prince 
of Ch’un of the patent of Imperial Prince 
of the first order, with perpetual succession 
in the same degree, which His Highness 
has begged permission to decline. An 
additional month’s congé is granted him for 
the care of his health. 

(5)—Memorial (presented on the 13th 
instant) by the Princes, Nobles, and 
Ministers, headed by the Prince of Li, 
the senior of ‘the hereditary Princes of the 
Empire, in which the two Empresses are 
besought to assume the functions of a 
Regency. See Gazette of 15th instant. 

(6)—A memorial by the Grand Council 
with reference to the guards to be appointed 
to do duty in attendance on the coffin of 
His late Majesty, in conformity with 
former precedent.. 

(7)—A memorial by the Prince of Ch’un 
(presented on the 13th inst.), in: which, 
after expatiating on the devoted loyalty 


which inspired him toward His late 
Majesty, he proceeds to state that on 
gazing upon the Imperial features after 
decease, his vitals were rent with the agony 
of grief, and his strength failed him 
utterly. He nevertheless strove to bear 
up for the more effectual discharge of his 
duty, when he was suddenly overwhelmed 
by the news that their Majesties, by their 
benign mandate, had chosen his son to be 
successor to the Throne. Stupefied by this 
intelligence, he became entirely helpless, 
and when carried to his home he remained 
trembling and agitated as though bereft 
of reason or as one in a dream. The 
complainta under which he has heretofore 
laboured have been revived in conse- 
quence, and he is compelled to throw 
himself on the merciful consideration of 
Their Majesties the Empresses, whom 
he entreats to grant him the indulgence 
which can alone permit him to prolong 
his days, and allow him, wasted and 
useless in his rank though be be, to 
continue in existence on the face of the 
earth. He entreats at the same time 
that his double allowance as an Imperial 
Prince may be withdrawn. (For rescript 
see Gazette of Jan. 14th.) 


(8)—The Prince of Tun and his colleagues © 


memorialize requesting the abrogation 
of the honours conferred in celebration of 
His late Majesty’s apparent convalescence. 

Jan, 23rd. — (Court Circular.) — The 
Grand Secretariat presented their Memo- 
rial with decision as to the posthumous 
appellation and canonical designation of 
His late Majesty. 

(1)—The Governor-General of Fuhkien 
and Chéhkiang, in a postscript memorial, 
refers to a report by the Imperial Commis- 
sioner, Shén Pao-chéng, on the loss of two 
steam gunboats in the gales of September 
last off the coast of Formosa; and gives an 
account of destructive storms and floods 
on the coast of Fuhkien, in which much 
damage was done at the same time to life 
and property. 

(2)—The same authority reports the 
arrival at Foochow of the Liu-ch’iuan junk 
which was reported (see Gazette of Oct, 
24th, 1874) as having been drifted, with ten 
men on board, to the coast of Chéhkiang. 
After having been repaired at Yii Hwan 
T’ing, the junk was sent on to Foochow, 
where she arrived, after an eleven days’ 
voyage, on the 10th Sept., and she was in 
due course to be allowed to return with 
those on board to Liu-ch’iu. 

Jan. 24th.—(1) A Decree of the two 
Empeesses, in reply to a memorial from 
the Board of Ceremonies, dispensing with 
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the customary levée of congratulation on 
the coming New Year’s Day. 

(2) A Decree in the name of the Em- 
peror, referring to the decree issued last 
month, in which the bestowal of additional 
titles of honour on the two Empresses was 
ordained. His Majesty considers it his ' 
duty to fulfil the intentions of his prede- | 
cessor, although the two Empresses, in: 
their grief on His late Majesty’s decease, I 
had issued orders countermanding the' 
step; and he now decrees that. the selection : 





of appropriate additional titles be pro- 
ceeded with, as the great Council of State 
may find to be most proper. ; 

(3) Memorial of the Prince of Li and his 
colleagues, entreating His Majesty to recon- 
sider his determination with reference to ! 
the three years of ROUEN: = Reece RY | 
already published. 

(4) The Censor Yi Shang-hwa memor- } 
rializes representing that the penalty 
inflicted on the two Imperial physicians has 
been disproportionately slight, and asking 
for their immediate degradation. Rewarded 
as they already were beyond their deserts, 
they should have strained every nerve in | 
devotion to their task, instead of which, | 
in less than twenty days afterwards, owing 
to their mistaken treatment, His Majesty 
was suddenly removed to another world. 
Universal indignation is felt against the 
two physicians, whose offence is likened to 
that of the Prince of Hii, branded for 
his misdeed by Confucius in the Spring 
and Autumn Chronicles. (The Chronicle 
records that ‘‘She, heir-son of Heu, 
murdered his ruler, Mae,”—Legge’s 
Classics, Vol. V., P. 674. The commen. 
tators explain that the act entitled murder, 
in reprobation of its gravity, consisted in 
failure to taste the remedies supplied to 
his father by the offending prince, before 
he gave them to the sufferer). In their 
erroneous diagnosis and ineffectual pre- 
scription of remedies, the offence of the 
two physicians has been more heinous 
even than that of failure to taste a mix- 
ture supplied, and complete degradation 
from official rank is called for as the only 
fitting punishment.—Rescript confirming 
this proposed sentence has already 
appeared. 

(6) The Military Governor of Shéng-king 
(Manchuria) memorializes with reference 
to certain exchanges which he deems ad- 
visable between the commandants of dif- 
ferent districts within his jurisdiction. 
Although the region is at present compara- 
tively free from the brigandage which has 
until lately afflicted it, a recurrence of the 
evil is nevertheless to be apprehended 
should the garrison posts be withdrawn ; 


pand this liability to disturbance is traceable 
,to the unsuitability of officials to the posts 
athey have to fill, The commandantship at 
yéng-hwang Ch’éng is particularly impor- 
ytant, owing to its proximity to the Corean 
;frontier, and the frequent occurrence 
jof international transactions. On each 
,goccasion when Oorean officials enter 
4 Chinese territory, it is the comman- 
,dant’s duty to institute examination 
».im person, and maintain order; and he 
, has likewise to supervise the squatters 

on the waste lands beyond the border. 
4 An exchange between the present com- 
« Mandant, and a more active and energetic 

officer, at present stationed at Fuh-chow, 
, is thought advisable. At Kai-chow, again, 

this city having under its jurisdiction the 
y port of Muh-kow Ying (Newchwang), with 
;; ita foreign trade, an officer of superior 
, intelligence is required, and an exchange 
is to be effected here, as well as at two 
other points, 

Jan. 25th—(Court Circular. )}—The Grand 

. Secretariat memorialized reporting the 
; decision arrived at with regard to the rules 
_ for the conduct of the Regency. 
, (1) The Governor of Honan reports the 
; completion of measures he has instituted 
: for encouraging the formation -of village 
. granaries in his province, as a provision 
; against times of scarcity ; his object being 
, to make the system entirely unofficial, 
so that the country people may not 
be pillaged by dishonest underlings or 
harassed by the empty form of handing 
in elaborate returns, The contributions 
collected during the past two years havo 
enabled a stock of grain to be assembled 
in the different districts, amounting at 
present to 930,000 piculs. In the event 
of bad harvests, advances or sales will be 
made under the management of the local 
notables and elders, 

(2).—The same Governor reports the 
establishment of a system of distribution 
and pay for the corps of specially 
drilled troops lately set on foot for the 
preservation of order in the province. 
The force consists of four battalions, 
of 500 men each, of infantry ; and three 
battalions, of 260 men each, of cavalry ; 
who have been selected from the estab- 
lished force of the province to constitute 
this special drilled corps. The greatest 
care is exercised to maintain their efficiency 
and the good condition of the horses. The 
rules adopted with regard to service and 
pay are essentially the same with those 
drawn up by Tséng Kwoh-fan while 
Governor-General of Chihli. 

(N._B.—From the 26th January to the 
24th February, being the period of the 
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New Year’s holidays, tho Gazette will only 
appear every other day). 

Jan. 26th—27th (1).—A Decree, approv- 
ing the selection made by the assembled 
Ministers of State, of the posthumous 
titles to be attributed to the deceased 


Emperor. The canonization ry a 


adopted is I Hwang-ti, , and 


the title to be enrolled in the list for 
worship in the ancestral temple is Muh 


Tsung py =. (The above titles may be 


rendered as Noble Resolve and Moral 
Grandeur). 

(2) A Decree of the two Empresses, 
calling, in conformity with precedent, for 
advice in the shape of memorials from 
officials throughout the Empire on the 
occasion of His Majesty’s accession. In 
representing whatever may have a practical 
bearing upon the conduct of affairs, all 
idle forms of words are to be discarded. 
An example will be set in the Palace of the 
regard for simplicity and economy which 
the Sovereign has constantly inculcated. 
For the future, it shall be forbidden to 
make offerings of articles of luxury and 
elegance, and of objects ministering only 
to the delight of the eye orear. In all 
apparel and other surroundings, simplicity 
will be the first consideration. The official 
class is called upon to respond to these 
intentions, and thus to contribute to a 
reform of morals and to the predominance 
of the highest form of order. Officials 
generally are farther reminded of the 
exhortations repeatedly addressed to them 
of late years, urging genuine earnestness of 
action, which nevertheless have remained 


. 


unheeded. They are now again besought - 


to rouse themselves into activity, and to 
aim vigorously at the worthy discharge 
of their duty. 

(3).—A Decree of the two Empresses, 
conferring the honorary title, of Kia Shun 


on the Empress-consort of his 
Majesty now deceased, and the honorary 
title of Tun-I BY Ff on the chief of his 


Majesty’s subsidiary consorts (lately 
raised to the rank of Hwang Kwei Fei), 
in recognition of the devotion they mani- 
fested toward their Imperial lord. 

(4).—A further Decree of the two 
Empresses, appealing to the high provincial 
authorities, who have enjoyed to so great 
an extent the favours of the State, that, in 
these present troublous times, they should 
exert themselves in all loyal devotion to 
discharge their duty to the uttermost. 

ae Hung-tsao and his colleagues 
Sa T’ung, Ung T’ung-sheh, and Kwang. 


represented that the cost of rice per ploul 
as purchased, freight included, is Tls. 2.3 
to Tls. 2.6 per picul, and that as the séh 
rice, which is the staple product of Kiangsi, 
is very inferior in quality to the kéng rice 
produced elsewhere, the price ought like- 
wise to be lower ; and further that as the 
experiment of shipping the Peking rice 
from Shanghai by the C. M. S. N. Co's 
steamers has proved successful, the same 
system might be pursued in Kiangsi, 
making Kiu-kiang the central point of 
delivery for shipment. The Governor 
represents, hereupon, that, commutation 
having been for so many years the rule in 
Kiangsi, it would be next to impossible to 
revert to the practice of collecting the tax 
in kind, or to collect part in kind and part 
in money. If rice must be had, however, 
the only course that seems Openis to pur- 
chase grain out of the product of the tax 
levied under this head. At the same time, 
although the selling value of Kiangsi séh 
rice is somewhat less than that of the kéng 
quality, yet the distance of 2,000 li which 
intervenes betweon the producing districts 
and the seaboard must be taken into 
consideration, as it involves additional 
expenditure for transhipment and freight. 
The difference, therefore, is not worth 
mentioning. It would also be impossible to 
commission the district Magistrates to buy 
up rice each in his several jurisdiction, 
since no granaries exist where the rice 
could be deposited, and it would be no 
easy matter, moreover, to obtain transport 
by hired boats to the central depét. When 
rice was purchased and shipped last year 
by the Province of Chéhkiang, the trans- 
action was effected at Shanghai by an offi- 
cial deputed for the purpose ; and the pro- 
vinces of Hunan and MHupeh have 
adopted the same plan, the C. M.S. N. 
Company contracting for the transporta- 
tion to Tientsin and delivery at T’ung- 
chow. Kiangsi would now follow a like 
system; and as the expectant Taotai 
Shéng Siian-hwai, one of the managers of 
the Steamship Company, was passing 
through Kiangsi on his way back to 
Shanghai from Hupeh, the opportunity 
has been taken of consulting him. The 
limit prescribed by the Board of Revenne 
for the rice shipped from Kiangsu and 
Chéhkiang was that, for prime cost and 
“freight combined, the maximum outlay 
should not exceed Tls. 2.7, treasury weight, 
per picul ; but, under the new regulations 
imposed since last year for the rice-levy 
in Kiangsi, the amount of commutation 
is far from being adequate to this rate. 
The amount of levy sanctioned is 3,420 
cash as the equivalent of one picul of rice ; 
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Honan, much nearer to Peking, the 
fixed equivalent is 3 taels. The total 
amount collected annually in Kiangsi for 
the supply of rice-money to the troops, and 
for the grain-tribute to Peking, should be 
Tls. 390,000 and odd ; but the actual col- 
lection, owing to remissions and payments 
in arrear, has been no more than about Tls. 
200,000 and odd. Of late years there has 
been due from this source an annual con- 
tingent of Tls. 240,000 to the troops in 
Kansuh, and 'I'ls. 20,000 to the Ts’ing-chow 
and Hwai-ngan local governments, the 
requirements being thus in excess of the 
revenueaccruing. If now 80,000 piculs of 
rice are to be purchased and shipped, the 
cost, at the rate mentioned above, will be 
Tis. 216,000; and it is proposed that, 
against this, the province be allowed to 
keep back the money contingent due for 
year 1874 to the amount of piculs 80,000, 
at the fixed equivalent of Tl. 1.3.0, equal 
to Tls. 104,000, beside Tls. 40,000 which 
would be payable for inland trans- 
port, at the fixed rate of 6 mace per 
picul. There would then still be a defi- 
ciency of Tls. 70,000 and odd to be 
made good from other sources. If the 
proposition he approved, the Governor 
will appoint officials to make the neces- 
sary purchases and superintend the ship- 
ment at Shanghai.—Rescript: Let the 
Board of Revenue take note. 

Jan. 2ist.—(1) A Decree of the Em. 
presses, referring to the prayer presented 
by the Prince of Ch’un for permission to 
retire from all his offices. ‘his having 
been referred for consideration on the 
part of the princes, nobles, and ministers, 
they have now reported that His High- | 
ness’s request should be granted, and that | 
he be allowed to resign his various duties, 
but that his name be still submitted by 
the Imperial Clan Court, in regular 
course, for the performance of annual 
sacrifices at the Eastern and Western 
mausolea. He should likewise take it in 
turn to attend the religious ceremonials 
at the various ancestral temples, &e., | 
but should be excused from taking Ter | 


| 
whilst in Kiangsu, which lies so much 
nearer the coast, 4,500 cash is the 
sum allowed to be levied; and in 


place in the ranks of attendance to offer 
homage on His Majesty’s enthronement 
and on the Imperial birthday. In reward ' 
for his manifold and distinguished past | 
services, it is recommended that he be‘ 
raised to the rank of an Imperial prince | 
of the first order, with perpetual hereditary 
succession in the same degree ; and it is 
further suggested that, in view of the 
great magnitude of the works now in! 


| 


i 


progress at P’u-t’o Yi +E Db OF (the site 


selected for the construction of mausolea 
for the two Empresses), His Highness be 
commanded to continue his superinten- 
dence in that quarter. The Empresses 
confirm the recommendations herein pro- 
posed, and, having by a separate Decree 
bestowed the command of the Imperial 
Musketeers, lately held by the Prince, on 
Prince Peh-yen-na-mo-hu and the Duke 
King-show, they enjoin upon His High- 
ness, whose long and successful tenure of 
his command they warmly appreciate, 
that for the future he should advise in 
all things with his successors in the 
command, 

(2) Their Majesties the two Empresses 
decree that a gratuity of two Taels of 
silver each be bestowed from the House- 
hold treasury upon the guards of the 
Equipage department, who reverently 
escorted His Majesty to the palace on the 
12th inst., on his succession. 

(3) A Degree appointing Peh-yen-na- 
mo-hu and King-show to the command of 
the Imperial Musketeers. 


(4) A decree, based on a renewed memo- 
rial from the princes and ministers, urging 
His Majesty to reconsider the determina- 
tion of observing three years of mourning 
for his deceased predecessor. It appears 
that on the decease of the Emperors Kia 
K’ing, Tao Kwang, and Hien Féng, the 
entreaty of the ministers of the day pre- 
vailed over similar resolutions on the part 
of the successors to the Throne, and His 
Majesty, profound as is the grief he feels, 
does not feel justified in disregarding the 
ancestral precedent. He will, therefore, 
wear the full mourning garb of white for 
one hundred days, and plain robes for 
27 montbs. Let not the princes and 
ministers obtrude further solicitations on 
this subject. 


(5).—A succession of decrees, conferring 


; & number of court and military appoint- 


ments or transfers. 


(6).—The Governor-General of Shensi 
and Kansuh memorializes on the decease 
of the ex-comptroller of the Salt Revenue 
of Kwangtung, Chun K’ien-kiin, whose 
virtues and unselfish patriotism he warmly 
eulogizes. In the course of last year, as 
reported at the time, he contributed Tis, 
40,000, the accumulations of his salary, 
to the relief of the distressed poor in 
Kansuh and Chihli; and having now 
departed this life, at an advanced age, it 
is requested that his biography be included 
in the State chronicles, and that materials 
be supplied for this purpose by the 
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Governments of the provinces 
he has served. 

Jan, 22nd.—(1)—A Decree. The Board 
of Ceremonies has memorialized Us 
respecting the day for Our enthronement 
and the ceremonial attending the announce- 
ment of Our accession. On perusal of 
this, Our grief has been revived anew with 
added poignancy; but, considering how 
His Majesty now departed hath given 
over to Our keeping the glorious ancestral 
heritage, We have been moved to consent 
to the request. Let the coming year be 
the first of the reign Kwang Sii, and let 
the great ceremonial of the enthronement 
and proclamation be proceeded with at 5 
a.m. on the 20th day of the Ist Moon 
(25th February), the auspicious day selected 
by the Astronomical Board. Let all 
preparations be reverently made in con- 
formity with former usage by the proper 
departments, 

(2) A Decree, renewing the privilege 
granted in 1861, on the accession of the 
late Emperor, to His Majesty’s uncles the 
Princes of Tun, Kung, and Fu, of exemp- 
tion from doing homage by the act of 
kneeling and knocking the head on the 
ground on ordinary occasions, 

(3) A Decree of the two Empresses 
appointing a commission of high dignitaries, 
presided over by the Prince of Kung, to 
select a fitting spot at either the Eastern 
or the Western Hills for the mausoleum of 
His late Majesty. The Prince of Kung is 
exempted from the duty of inspecting the 
site in person. ‘he remainder of the 
commission, headed by the Prince of 
Ch’un, are to inspect the locality and pre- 
pare drawings. 

(4) A Decree of the two Empresses 
insisting upon the retention by the Prince 
of Ch’un of the patent of Imperial Prince 
of the first order, with perpetual succession 
in the same degree, which His Highness 
has begged permission to decline. An 
additional month’s congé is granted him for 
the care of his health. 

(5)—Memorial (presented on the 13th 
instant) by the Princes, Nobles, and 
Ministers, headed by the Prince of Li, 
the senior of ‘the hereditary Princes of the 
Empire, in which the two Empresses are 
besought to assume the functions of a 
Regency. See Gazette of 15th instant. 

(6)—A memorial by the Grand Council 
with reference to the guards to be appointed 
to do duty in attendance on the coffin of 
His late Majesty, in conformity with 
former precedent... 

(7)—A memorial by the Prince of Cl’un 
(presented on the 13th inst.), in’ which, 
after expatiating on the devoted loyalty 


in which 


which inspired him toward His late 
Majesty, he proceeds to state that on 
gazing upon the Imperial features after 
decease, his vitals were rent with the agony 
of grief, and his strength failed him 
utterly. He nevertheless strove to bear 
up for the more effectual discharge of his 
duty, when he was suddenly overwhelmed 
by the news that their Majesties, by their 
benign mandate, had chosen his son to be 
successor to the Throne. Stupefied by this 
intelligence, he became entirely helpless, 
and when carried to his home he remained 
trembling and agitated as though bereft 
of reason or as one in a dream. The 
complaints under which he has heretofore 
laboured have been revived in conse- 
quence, and he is compelled to throw 
himself on the merciful consideration of 
Their Majesties the Empresses, whom 
he entreats to grant him the indulgence 
which can alone permit him to prolong 
his days, and allow him, wasted and 
useless in his rank though be be, to 
continue in existence on the face of the 
earth. He entreats at the same time 
that his double allowance as an Imperial 
Prince may be withdrawn. (For rescript 
see Gazette of Jan. 14th.) 


(8)—The Prince of Tun and his colleagues © 


memorialize requesting the abrogation 
of the honours conferred in celebration of 
His late Majesty’s apparent convalescence, 

Jan. 23rd. — (Court Circular.) — The 
Grand Secretariat presented their Memo- 
rial with decision as to the posthumous 
appellation and canonical designation of 
His late Majesty. 

(1)—The Governor-General of Fuhkien 
and Chéhkiang, in a postscript memorial, 
refers to a report by the Imperial Commis- 
sioner, Shén Pao-chéng, on the loss of two 
steam gunboats in the gales of September 
last off the coast of Formosa; and gives an 
account of destructive storms and floods 
on the coast of Fuhkien, in which much 
damage was done at the same time to life 
and property. 

(2)—The same authority reports the 
arrival at Foochow of the Liu-ch’iuan junk 
which was reported (see Gazette of Oct. 
24th, 1874) as having been drifted, with ten 
men on board, to the coast of Chéhkiang. 
After having been repaired at Yii Hwan 
T’ing, the junk was sent on to Foochow, 
where she arrived, after an eleven days’ 
voyage, on the 10th Sept., and she was in 
due course to be allowed to return with 
those on board to Liu-ch’iu. 

Jan. 24th.—(1) A Decree of the two 
Empeesses, in reply to a memorial from 
the Board of Ceremonies, dispensing with 
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the customary levée of congratulation on 
the coming New Year's Day. 

(2) A Decree in the name of the Em- 
peror, referring to the decree issued last 
month, in which the bestowal of additional 
titles of honour on the two Empresses was 
ordained. His Majesty considers it his 
duty to fulfil the intentions of his prede- 
cessor, although the two Empresses, in 
their grief on His late Majesty’s decease, 
had issued orders countermanding the 
step; and he now decrees that the selection | 
of appropriate additional titles be pro- , 
ceeded with, as the great Council of State 
may find to be most proper. ee 

(3) Memorial of the Prince of Li and his 
colleagues, entreating His Majesty to recon- 
sider his determination with reference to 
the three years of mourning.—Rescript 
already published. 

(4) The Censor Yii Shang-hwa memor- 
Tializes representing that the penalty 
inflicted on the two Imperial physicians has 
been disproportionately slight, and asking 
for their immediate degradation. Rewarded 
as they already were beyond their deserts, 
they should have strained every nerve in 
devotion to their task, instead of which, 
in less than twenty days afterwards, owing 
to their mistaken treatment, His Majesty 
was suddenly removed to another world. 
Universal indignation is felt against the 
two physicians, whose offence is likened to 
that of the Prince of Hii, branded for 
his misdeed by Confucius in the Spring 
and Autumn Chronicles. (The Chronicle 
records that ‘‘She, heir-son of Heu, 
murdered his ruler, Mae,”—Legge’s 
Classics, Vol. V., P. 674. The commen- 
tators explain that the act entitled murder, 
in reprobation of its gravity, consisted in 
failure to taste the remedies supplied to 
his father by the offending prince, before 
he gave them to the sufferer). In their 
erroneous diagnosis and ineffectual pre- 
scription of remedies, the offence of the 
two physicians has been more heinous 
even than that of failure to taste a mix- 
ture supplied, and complete degradation 
from official rank is called for as the only 
fitting punishment.—Rescript confirming 
this proposed sentence has already 
appeared. 

(6) The Military Governor of Shéng-king 
(Manchuria) memorializes with reference 
to certain exchanges which he deems ad- | 
visable between the commandants of dif- : 
ferent districts within his jurisdiction. | 
Although the region is at present compara- 
tively free from the brigandage which has | 

i 
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until lately afflicted it, a recurrence of the 
evil is nevertheless to be apprehended 
should the garrison posts be withdrawn ; 


, and this liability to disturbance is traceable 
4 to the unsuitability of officials to the posts 
gq they have to fill. The commandantship at 
, Féng-hwang Ch’éng is particularly impor- 
4 tant, owing to its proximity to the Corean 
» frontier, and the frequent occurrence 
of international transactions. On each 

occasion when Corean officials enter 
, Chinese territory, it is the comman- 
, dant’s duty to institute examination 
» in person, and maintain order; and he 
, bas likewise to supervise the squatters 
on the waste lands beyond the border. 
An exchange between the present com- 
mandant, and a more active and energetic 
officer, at present stationed at Fuh-chow, 
is thought advisable. At Kai-chow, again, 
this city having under its jurisdiction the 
port of Muh-kow Ying (Newchwang), with 
its foreign trade, an officer of superior 
intelligence is required, and an exchange 
. is to be effected here, as well as at two 
: other points, 

Jan. 25th—(Court Circular. )}—The Grand 
Secretariat memorialized reporting the 
decision arrived at with regard to the rules 
for the conduct of the Regency. 

(1) The Governor of Honan reports the 
completion of measures he has instituted 
for encouraging the formation .of village 
granaries in his province, as a provision 
against times of scarcity ; his object being 
to make the system entirely unofficial, 
so that the country people may not 
be pillaged by dishonest underlings or 
harassed by the empty form of handing 
in elaborate returns. The contributions 
collected during the past two years have 
enabled a stock of grain to be assembled 
in the different districts, amounting at 
present to 930,000 piculs. In the event 
of bad harvests, advances or sales will be 
made under the management of the local 
notables and elders. 

(2).—The same Governor reports the 
establishment of a system of distribution 
and pay for the corps of specially 
drilled troops lately set on foot for the 
preservation of order in the province. 
The force consists of four battalions, 
of 500 men each, of infantry; and three 
battalions, of 250 men each, of cavalry ; 
who have been selected from the estab- 
lished force of the province to constitute 
this special drilled corps. The greatest 
care is exercised to maintain their efficiency 
and the good condition of the horses. The 
rules adopted with regard to service and 
pay are essentially the same with those 
drawn up by Tséng Kwoh-fan while 
Governor-General of Chihli. 

(N._B,.—From the 26th January to the 
24th February, being the period of the 
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New Year’s holidays, the Gazette will only 
appear every other day). 

Jan. 26th—27th (1).—A Decree, approv- 
ing the selection made by the assembled 
Ministers of State, of the posthumous 
titles to be attributed to the deceased 


Emperor. The canonization ri) Re 4 
adopted is I Hwang-ti, , and 


the title to be enrolled in the list for 
worship in the ancestral temple is Muh 
Tsung eB =. (The above titles may be 
rendered as Noble Resolve and Moral 
Grandeur). 

(2) A Decree of the two Empresses, 
calling, in conformity with precedent, for 
advice in the shape of memorials from 
officials throughout the Empire on the 
occasion of His Majesty’s accession. In 
representing whatever may have a practical 
bearing upon the conduct of affairs, all 
idle forms of words are to be discarded. 
An example will be set in the Palace of the 
regard for simplicity and economy which 
the Sovereign has constantly inculcated. 
For the future, it shall be forbidden to 
make offerings of articles of luxury and 
elegance, and of objects ministering only 
to the delight of the eye orear. In all 
apparel and other surroundings, simplicity 
will be the first consideration. The official 
class is called upon to respond to these 
intentions, and thus to contribute to a 
reform of morals and to the predominance 
of the highest form of order. Officials 
generally are farther reminded of the 
exhortations repeatedly addressed to them 
of late years, urging genuine earnestness of 
action, which nevertheless have remained 


‘ 


unheeded. They are now again besought - 


to rouse themselves into activity, and to 
aim vigorously at the worthy discharge 
of their duty. 
(3).—A Decree of the two Empresses, 
conferring the honorary title,of Kia Shun 
on the Empress-consort of his 
Majesty now deceased, and the honorary 
title of Tun-I BY Ff on the chief of his 


Majesty’s subsidiary consorts (lately 
raised to the rank of Hwang Kwei Fei), 
in recognition of the devotion they mani- 
fested toward their Imperial lord. 

(4).—A further Decree of the two 
Empresses, appealing to the high provincial 
authorities, who have enjoyed to so great 
an extent the favours of the State, that, in 
these present troublous times, they should 
exert themselves in all loyal devotion to 
discharge their duty to the uttermost. 

ye Hung-tsao and his colleagues 
Su T’ung, Ung T’ung-sheh, and Kwang. 


show, are relicved by decree, at their 
own request, of their duties in connexion 
with the Hung-téh Tien (the late Em- 
peror’s study). 

(6).— A Decree appointing Chih-kang 
(one of the two Burlingame ‘‘ co-Envoys ”’) 
to the post of Resident at Urga. 

(7).—Yih-jung, Military Governor of the 
province of Kirin, memorializes reporting 
the complete extirpation of the bands of 
rebellious gold-hunters who have lately 
troubled the region of Ninguta and San- 
sing, between the rivers Usuri and Sungari. 
Having already heretofore reported the 
measures taken in quelling the disturb- 
ances at Ninguta (memorial not published), 
he had been instructed by a Decree to 
despatch the Brigadier-General Shéng-an 
in person, at the head of a military force, 
to attack the insurgents in their moun- 
tain retreats; and in pursuance of these 
commands, military measures were forth- 
with instituted. The Brigadier-General 
Shéng-an has now _ reported, in 
different despatches, the various expedi- 


tions he has undertaken, resulting 
in the capture and _ execution of 
numbers of the refractory miners. 


On the 11th October, having ascertained 
that upwards of 100 of the gold-hunters 
were assembled in a valley of the Wu-hri- 
t’a-pan range, he proceeded to the spot, 
where his force was met with an attack on 
the part of the insurgents. The troops 
replied vigorously, and upwards of 50 of the 
enemy were slain, the remainder taking 
to flight. They were pursued, and many 
of them killed, three prisoners being taken 
alive, one of whom confessed that he and 
another of the band, named Wang Loh-wu, 
had been the ringleaders. The prisoners 
were forthwith executed onthe spot. The 
troops having resumed their advance with- 
out delay, intelligence was brought in by 
the scouts that 300 or 400 of the gold- 
hunters were,assembled in the T’ai-p’ing 
and Hwa-p’i valleys, and measures were at 
once concerted for an-attack in separate 
divisions on these localities. On the troops 
advancing to the scene of action, they were 
encountered by 80 or 90 of the insurgents 
drawn up in array to resist attack, but the 
fire which was opened upon them inflicted 
a loss of upwards of 40 of their number, 
whilst at the same time upwards of 20 were 
killed or taken and beheaded in another 
direction. A third division of the troops 
killed between 30 and 40 more, and on 
searching the valleys upwards of 100 
who had sought safety in hiding 
were discovered and slaughtered. On 
the following day upwatds of 50 more 
wore killed in an engagement, and after 
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this had taken place another band, 200 tc 
300 strong, was discovered and attacked. 
The result of an engagement which lasted 
for two hours was the slaughter of upwards 
of 200 of the insurgents, and the rempans 
of them, having taken to flight, were pur- 
sued for 40 or 560 li, many being either 
taken and put to death or drowned in the 
rivers. The loss to the troops was only 
one man wounded. The result of the next 
day’s work was the capture of some 40 odd 
prisoners, from whom it was ascertained 
that the leader, Wang Loh-wu, had 
perished in the previous fighting. In 
consequence of these victories, the entire 
region has been cleared of the bands by 
which it was infested. Commenting upon 
the reports received, the Military Governor 
refers to the disturbance caused in the 
region in question by the gold-hunters, 
whom, in despite of instructions, the local 
commanders had failed to exert themselves 
to put down ; and he adds that when, on 
a recent occasion, the town of Ninguta was 
captured, bands of malefactors immediately 
issued from the mountains to commit 
depredations. Although Ninguta was 
subsequently recovered, and the disturbers 
of the peace driven back to the mountains, 
local authorities shewed themselves incap- 
able of following them up to their retreats. 
This task has now been performed, and, in 
order to secure the maintenance of order 
in the country lying eastward of Ninguta 
and Sansing, a force will be detailed to 
occupy the region and to maintain regular 
patrols. A list of officers who have 
distinguished themselves in the late actions 
is submitted for the bestowal of rewards. 
Jan. 28th, 29th.—(Court Circular), The 
Grand Secretary Li paid his respects on 
arrival at Peking.—Ying-han, Governor 
General of the two Kwang, presented him- 


self for instructions.—Féng-siu 


returned thanks for the title of honour 
conferred upon (his daughter) the Hwang 
Kwei Fei (see yesterday’s Gazette), His 
Majesty will proceed to-morrow to the 
Kwan Teh Tien (the temporary resting 
place in the Imperial Park to which the 
remains of the late Emperor were conveyed 
on the 28th inst), to perform a religious 
ceremony. Let preparations be made at 
7 a.m. 


(1) A Decree. Let Ch’éng-lin WX Ak 
be transferred to the post of Vice-presi- 
dent of the Board of Works; and let his 
place as Vice-president of the Colonial 
office be filled by Téh-ch’un. (N.B. 
Ch’éng-lin is one of the members of the 
Yamén of Foreign Affairs, and assistant 
Captain-General of the Gendarmerie). 


—- 


Sa ge oa, 


(2) A Decree expressing the Imperial 
regrets on the death of Ming-shan, a Vice- 
president of the Board of Works and 
Comptroller of the Household. 

(3) The Court of Censorate forwards an 
appeal presented by Lo Lin-chéng, a 
licensed salt merchant from the Lin-hai 
district in Chéhkiang, complaining of rob- 
bery, oppression, and denial of justice. 
The petitioner states that in 1864, in con- 
formity with the official regulations, he 
purchased for Taels 1,400 a license appoint- 
ing him monopolist of the salt supply to 
the two districts of T’en-t’ai and Ning-hai, 
in which, according to law, an annual issue 
of 800 yin and 1,016 yin respectively 
should be consumed (the yin in Chéhkiang 
contains 335 to 400 catties), although, 
owing to the neglect with which the opera- 
tions of contraband dealers had long been 
allowed to flourish, the area of consump- 
tion had for years been abandoned to 
disorder. The monopolist, having esta- 
blish his central and branch agencies at 
different points, has carried on his business 
for the last ten years on good terms with 
the salt-producers, and has paid to Govern- 
ment 200,000 strings of cash during that 
time by way of duty and likin. In 1873, 
however, a plot was organized against him 
by a certain professional stirrer-up of 
litigation, in concert with a villanous 
clerk of the district magistracy, who, 
with the design of getting the salt 
business out of his hands, instigated 
three contraband dealers to lodge a com- 
plaint against him, stating that he used 
false weights and owed them money. Un 
the case being brought to trial, the late 
Magistrate, named Sun, verified the scales 
and found them correct, and it was more- 
over established that salt was paid for as 
delivered to petitioner, who was not in 
debt as stated. The complainants were 
punished for bringing a false charge, and 
the case was dismissed. In revenge for 
their defeat, the conspirators organized an 
attack upon petitioner’s establishment, 
after previous acts of forcible interference 
with his trade, which, on being complained 
of to the Prefects of T’ai-chow Fu, had 
been allowed to remain unnoticed. On 
the 19th September last, the ringleaders of 
the plot, having got together a band 
numbering upwards of a thousand armed 
men, attacked and plundered the central 
agency, where they killed nine soldiers 
belonging to the local regulars and militia, 
and wounded some 20 or 30 more of their 
mumber. On the following day they 
attacked and plundered the branch agency 
at Hiian-chu. On complaints being lodged 
with the Prefect and on es Magistrate, 
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no steps whatever were taken to arrest the 
offenders, and the relatives of the soldiers 
who were killed were allowed to persecute 
the petitioner at his dwelling, clamouring 
for compensation to such an extent that he 
was compelled to pay them 820 strings of 
cash as indemnity for the loss of life, 
beside 2,800 strings as compensation to the 
men who were wounded, for their medical 
expenses, &c. Not only did the authorities 
pay no attention to petitioner’s complaints, 
but they winked at the subsequent 
forcible seizure of his hongs by a 
party of braves, headed by an ofiicial 
acting in collusion with the hostile faction. 
The monopolist and his employés were 
driven forth empty-handed, entire posses- 
sion of everything being taken by the 
invaders. The Prefect of T’ai-chow Fu 
has done all he could to screen the offender, 
and instead of taking steps to apprehend 
the really guilty parties he has sought to 
atifle the affair by simply applying for per- 
mission to execute summarily six prisoners, 
who, although not concerned in the case, 
have been purchased as substitutes. When, 
on petitioner’s appeal to the Governor of 
Chéhkiang, a delegate was sent to investi- 
gate matters in concert with the Prefect, 
in lieu of having the case brought up to 
the provincial capital for trial, the wez- 
ytian, following the rule of ‘‘ one mandarin 
stands by another,” simply gave his 
adhesion to the Prefect’s report of the 
proceedings. Petitioner has consequently 
no resource but to bring his complaint to 
Peking.—Referred by rescript for further 
investigation by the provincial authorities, 
in the usual manner. 

Jan. 30th-31st.—The Court Circular of. 
the 30th announces that the Governor- 
General Li Hung-chang had audience. 
—That of the 3lstannouncesa further visit 
of His Majesty, to-morrow morning, to 
the building in which the remains of the 
deceased Emperor are lodged. 

(1)—A Decree. In reply to the Memorial 
from the Board of Ceremonies, requesting 
that an envoy and associate-envoy be 
appointed to convey to Corea a eopy of 
the valedictory manifesto of his late 


Majesty, We appoint Ming-an $Y, ca 
as chief, and Li-jui jy Jpg % sssociate- 
envoy. Let them reverently convey the 
manifesto [to. Corea] and promulgate it 
there. (N.B.—Ming-an is at present a 
member of the civil government of Shéng- 
king, as vice-president of the Board of 
Revenue at Moukden.) 

(2) A Decree by the two Empresses. 
We have received the, memorial presented. 
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by the Censor Wu Hung-én, offering , result of his savings from hia official salary, - 
observations in pursuance of the Decree | to forma fund to provide for the expenses: 
calling for advice (see Gazette of 26th inst.) | of their education. He has made arrange- ! 
The several representations he has made, | ments to set aside the rental of certain; 
in respectof nurturing virtue in the Sover- | lands, amounting to 1,275 piculs of grain, , 
eign, acquiring support in men’s minds, | besides 3,000 strings of cash, to be allotted | 
and being guided by the expression of | proportionally among the descendants of 
ublic opinion, are all worthy of attention. | his great-great-grandfather in a yearly 
His Majesty being still of tender age, it is | division of the amount accruing thereform. ! 
beyond question expedient that effectual | He requests that this foundation may be: 
training in the right path be studied. All | officially recorded ; and it is consequently | 
those who surround His Majesty and are | reported to the Throne. | 
in ‘near employment about His person, Feb. 1st.—2nd.—(1)—A Decree of the; 
should be without exception of tried capa- | two Empresses, referring to the stringency | 
city and solid character. No youthful and | of the discipline enforced by the August ; 
‘thoughtless persons shall be suffered to be | Sovereigns of the present dynasty for the 
in attendance. Thus it may be that, by | governance of the eunuchs of the Palace. 
laying from the first a right foundation, | Notwithstanding this, certain eunuchs have | 
the virtues which become a Prince may | been so bold as to misbehave themselves 
daily be made to inorease in splendour. | and act regardlessly of their duty, even 
Inasmuch as the first consideration, in | going so far, in some cases, a8 to assume, 
the policy of the State, is regard for the | authority to which they had no title, and! 
welfare of the people, it has already been | to engage in intrigues with officials of the| 
enjoined upon the high officials in all the | Household for dishonest purposes. Their! 
Provinces that they should devote them- | evil machinations, with an eye to their own | 
selves, with redoubled care, to guarding | profit, are worthy of the deepest abhorrence, ; 
against the evils under which the people | Let the most notable among these offenders, ‘ 
suffer. Let all Governors-General and | to wit, the superior eunuchs Chang Téh-hi 





Governors be active in putting an end to | and Méng Chung-ki, with the eunuch 
unauthorized levies and to oppressive | wearing an official button, Chow Tséng- | 
exactions of every description. The | show, be forthwith stripped of their office 
contributions ordered by the Board of | and be transported to the Amoor, to be 
Revenue from provincial resources should | given as slaves to the soldiery and to be 
also be reduced, or wholly done away | excluded from the benefit of any future 
with, as the circumstances of each provinge eneral pardon. Let four other eunuchs 
may, on consideration, shew to be advisa- whose names are given) be bastinadoed 
ble. As regards the expenditure of the | in the severest manner by the office of 
Privy Purse, the annual amount of this is | discipline, and be handed over to the 
fixed by rule; and it is especially incum- | Comptrollers of the Household to be trans- 
bent upon the Comptrollers of the House- | ported to the Hunting Park and set to 
hold to be accurate and sparing in their | workasgrasscutters. The Comptrollers of 
administration, avoiding all approach to | the Household are likewise to make enquiry 
wastefulness or excess. In all matters of | with regard to any acts of collusion; 
judicial punishment and rewards of merit, | between the officials of that department | 
the Sovereign is guided by the one rule of | and eunuchs, and to impeach any such 
absolute justice. It should be the aim of | persons as may be found to have been 
all officials to mould their actions by this | guilty in this respect. The Comptrollers 
example, so that, whether it be to adda | will be held answerable themselves if they 
lustre to good deeds or to brand the | allow favouritism to stand in the way of 
conduct of evildoers, an even balance be | justice. 
ever held in advancement or in repression. (2) A Decree of the two Empresses, 
In such wise may effect be given to the | in answer to a . memorial by the, 
continual desire of the Sovereign for the | Censor Li-Hung-mo, in denunciation ! 
perfection of His rule. of certain officials, A memorial was/j 
(3).—The Governor of Hunan reports | heretofore presented by the Censor’ 
the receipt of a communication from | Sun Féng-siang, accusing the Comp- 
Tsiang Yih-li, titular ex-Judicial Com- | troller of the Household, Kwei-pao, of | 
missioner of Shansi (heretofore Governor | collusion with Li Kwang-chao in his: 
of Kwangtung), who states that he hasa | attempted frauds in connection with the 
large number of kinsfolk whose circum- | supply of timber, whereupon sentence of | 
stances are of a straitened nature, on whose | deprivation of rank was submitted by the 
behalf he has resolved upon devoting | Board. With regard to the Comptroller 
certain property é his are being the | of the Household, Wén-si, he was some 
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time ago denounced by the Censor Chang 
King-ts’ing for malversation of his office, 
and he was removed from all his functions. 
Both these officials are thus in bad repute 
and unfit to discharge their trust. Let 
Kwei-pao and Wén-si be forthwith stripped 
of their rank. Let the proper Board take 
note. 

(3) Memorial by Li Tsung-hi, Governor 
General of the Two Kiang, applying for 
leave to retire on the score of ill-health. 
(Rescript granting the application pub- 
lished Jan. 12th). 

(4) Li Tsung-hi reports, in a postcript 
memorial, that the war-junks of the naval 
divisions of the Yangtsze, and adjacent 
coast and inner waters, had been assembled 
and exercised on receipt of the Imperial 
orders to take measures for defence within 
his jurisdiction. As the necessity for 
defensive measures has now passed by, it 
is desirable that the vessels should return 
to their respective stations in time of 
peace, in order to discharge the constabu- 
lary duties which are incumbent upon 
them, and orders have accordingly been 
given to this effect. 

(5) Li Ho-nien, Governor-General of 
Min-chéh, reports that during the absence 
from his post of the naval general of Fuh- 


* kien, Lo Ta-ch’un, who is at present in 


the North of Formosa, at Su Ao (Sawo), 
directing the measures that are in hand 
for opening the mountains, a temporary 
appointment in his stead is necessary. 

he Brigadier-general of Chang-chow, 
Sun K’ai-hwa, is consequently appointed 
his locum tenens. 

(6) Memorial by the Duke Twan-siu, 
asking leave to resign his command and 
appointments about the Court, together 
with the State allowance of his rank, on 
the ground of increasing infirmity. (N.B. 
—This memorial was acknowledged and 
the request acceded to, on the 13th 
January, among the decrees issued with 
reference to the decease of the late Em- 
peror on the previous evening. ) 

Feb. 3rd-4th.—(1)—A decree, on receipt 
of a memorial from the vice-president of 
the Sacrificial Court, Chow Jui-ts’ing, 
soliciting posthumous honours on behalf of 
Tsiang Yih-li, who has just died. The 
military services rendered by the deceased 
official, in combating the rebellion; before 
his advancement to the post of Governor 
of Kwang-tung, are duly acknowledged ; 
and it is added that his late Majesty, 
mindful of the distinguished merit he had 
achieved, summoned him last summer to 
Peking with a view to conferring employ- 
ment upon him. Having come to the 
capital, sufferiug though he was from 
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illness, he has now been removed from the 
world to the great sorrow of his Majesty. 
It is ordered that he be honoured with the 
funeral rites due to a provincial governor, 
and that his life be recorded in the impe- 
rial historiography. 

(2) A Decree. Replying to memorials 
from two ofticials, expressing opposite 
views with reference to the conduct to be 
pursued by the late Prefect of Tientsin, 
Ting Show-ch’ang. The Censor Li Kwei- 
lin has memorialized, extolling the virtues 
and ability of Ting Show-ch’ang, whosome 
months ago was obliged by his father’s 
death to vacate office in order to observe 
the 27 months of mourning, and request- 
dag that in his case an exception to the 
general rule be made, and that he be. 
retained for service in Chihli. On the 
other hand the vice-president of the 
Sacrificial Court, Chow Jui-ts’ing, repre- 
sents that Ting Show-ch’ang is bound by 
rule to observe the mourning period, and 
requests that he be commanded to return 
to his provincial home for this purpose. 
Tt is decreed hereupon, that the retention 
of Ting Show-ch’ang in Chihli is for 
detached service, and not in the incumbency 
of any stated office. The memorial of 
Chow Jui-ts’ing need not, therefore, 
be taken into consideration. ( Ting 
Show-ch’ang, who, as Taotai of Tientsin, 
was highly trusted by the Governor-General 
Li, was retained by the latter in an 
appointment on his own staff on his being 
compelled to vacate his office as Taotai a 
few months ago. The memorial and 
countermemorial dealt with above, probably 
form part of the arrangement, as the 
readiest means of publishing sanction to a 
somewhat irregular proceeding). 

(3) A decree, referring for consideration 
by the Board of Civil Office a memorial 
from the Censor Yiian Chéng-yeh, urging 
that the ancient rules with regard to the 
p"rchase of rank be reverted to, and a 
check be placed upon the system of re- 
commendations for promotion in ordinary 
cases. 

(4) Kin-shun, the commander-in-chief of 
Kansuh, and divisional general of the 
troops beyond the Wall, draws attention 
in a postscript memorial to the alacrity and 
efficiency with which the provincial govern- 
ment of Shensi have bestirred themselves 
in maintaining the supply of funds required. 
He mentions that he has now reached 
Barkul (near Hami) with the force under 
his command. 

Feb. 5th.—No Gazette published this 
day, being the eve of Chinese New-year. 

Feb. 6th—8th—(Court Circular). The 
Board of Astronomers report that the wind 


set to-day (6th) from the Kén BR quarter, 
presaging a year in which longevity and 
prosperous harvests will prevail. 

(1 and 2) Decrees as follows: Let 
Shén Kwei-fén become Assistant Grand 
Secretary, in conjunction with his post 
as President of the Board of War ;—Let 
Ying-kwei become Assistant Grand Secre- 
tary in conjunction with his post as 
President of the Board of Civil Office. 

(3) A decree of the two Empresses, 
expressing their Majesties’ sorrow on learn- 
ing the news of the death of the Yung-an 
ihe # Imperial princess (only sister of the 
late Emperor). Their Majesties will pro- 
ceed in person to offer a funereal libation 
before the remains. 

(4) A decree appointing Ch’én Sze-kieh 
BRAS as Judicial Commissioner of 


Shantung, in place of Ch’ang-kéng, who 
is granted leave to retire on the ground of 
ill-health. 

(5) The Governor of An-hwei reports 
a rehearing of an appeal case referred back 
from Peking. It has no features of im- 
.portance. 

(6) En-si, Governor-General of the 
Grain Transport, reports the execution of 
eight of the prisoners taken in the expedi- 
tion against the Turban brigands in 
northern Kiangsu, which was undertaken 
in August last. 

Feb. 9th—10th—(Court Circular). The 
Governor of Shun-t’ien Fu memorializes, 
atating that a fall of snow of more than 
an inch in thickness has taken place at 
Peking. 

(1) A Decree in reply to a memorial by 
the Censor Wang Yung-Kwan, with 
reference to sundry reforms he has to 
propose. As regards the redress of irre- 
gularities in the mode of official employ- 
ment, provincial governors are bidden 
henceforward to be. careful to make 
appointments from the staff of officials 
within their own jurisdiction, and not 
procure, without sufficient reason, the 
transfer of individuals from other provinces 
to their own, to the end that abuses, in the 
way of intrigue and machinations for 
personal advantage, may bechecked. With 
reference to the representations made by 
the Censor on the subject of remissions of 
taxation granted in times of distress, to 
the effect that squeezes are levied by the 
official underlings from the inhabitants 
of distressed districts, before they will 
consent to report on the condition of the 
people requiring relief,—that the actual 
gravity of the circumstances is not truth- 
yully represented—and that, after a remis- 
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sion of taxation has been decreed, the: 
placarding of the edict is delayed unti: 
the underlings have exacted all they 
can get—such conduct as this, turning 
the Imperial beneficence to naught, in 
callous neglect of the sufferings of the: 
people, is indeed most scandalous. The. 
provincial governments are commanded to: 
investigate the circumstances, and severely: 
punish any who may be found guilty of 
acts of the kind. They are similarly! 
directed to guard against illegal levies and: 
extortionate additions to the authorized: 
amounts of the tribute rice collection. 
The Governor of Shantung, iu conclusion, 
is called upon to take whatever measures 
are needful toward guarding against fur- 
ther breaches in the embankment of the! 
Yellow River, the waters of which, in the 
course of last year, flooded certain portions. 
of Kiangsu ; and to consider the propriety’ 
of deepening the bed of the Ta-ts’ing Ho, 
in order to provide an adequate means of 
outlet for the river. 

Feb. 11th-12th.—(1).—A Decree direct- 
ing that ten sticks of Tibetan incense be 
forwarded to Wén-pin, the Governor.. 
General of the Grain Transport, to be! 
reverently offered at the temple of the 
God of the Rivers, in thanksgiving for the: 
safety of the banks of the Grand Canal’ 
during a period of danger at the autumn: 
freshet. i 

(2) Ch’én-I, superintending Censor of the 
Hu-kwang division, memorializes denounc- 
ing an officer of high literary grade, for un- 
worthy conduct. Beginning with remarks 
on the necessity which is recognized in the: 
mostancient classics, of employingonly men | 
of worth if the confidence of the people is 
to be obtained, the Censor states that 
Wang K’ing-k'i -F Ee mut, an Assistant 
Expositor of the Hanlin College, is a man 
with whom good character has been 
habitually disregarded, and who has by 
his conduct exposed himself to no small 
degree of public comment. When, for 
instance, his father, Wang Tsu-p’ei, was 
sent in 1870 to preside over the literary 
examinations in Kwang-tung, but died in 
Kwang-si while on the road thither, instead 
of returning with all despatch in charge of 
his father’s remains, as it was his duty to 
do, Wang K’ing-k’i went on to Canton, 
distant as that point is from Kan-chow 
where the decease of his father took place, 
and obtained subscriptions from the high 
officials there toward the expenses of the 
journey. It was only when urged by them 
to refrain from going about in public to 
pay visits, that he set out again on his 
unauthorized travels and returned to 
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Kiang-si. The Censor remarks that, 
although it unavoidably happens from time 
to time that an official, if in embarrassed 
circumstances, may be compelled to ask 
assistance from his brother officers and 
friends, yet yreed of yain such as was 
shewn in this instance, in utter disregard 
of the conduct proper to a state of bereave- 
ment, is what a person of the lowest station 
wouldscarcely condescend to. Itisreported, 
moreover, that when Wang K’ing-k’i was 
sent last year as Examiner to Honan, he 
publicly frequented haunts of dissipation, 
dressed in plain clothes, after the examin- 
ations were over. This was known to 
many in the city of K’aiféng Fu. These 
two intances may taken as specimens 
of his conduct in general ;_ whilst, 
with regard to the rumours which are 
current about him, but which rest on 
no actual evidence, the Censor does not 
venture to obtrude these on the imperial 
notice, although they clearly testify to the 
fact of his habitually unworthy character. 
The Censor has long been desirous of 
bringing his charges forward ; but he was 
restrained by the consideration that Wang 
K’ing-K’i_ held employment about the 
Imperial person, and the dignity of the 


: State was consequently involved in the 
: matter. 


He felt convinced, moreover, 
that the divinely bestowed intelligence of 
his late Majesty would sooner or later 
penetrate the real character of the 
individual. Now, however, that loss has 
so unexpectedly befallen the State, and 
that in the tender youth of his present 
Majesty the employment of men of 
rectitude is of the highest importance, he 
no longer ventures to keep silence, and he 
has consequently brought forward the 
present charges. (N.B.—A rescript has 
already appeared stripping Wang K’ing-k’i 
of his rank and functions. As a member 
of the Nan-Shu-Fang or Imperial Studio 
he was in intimate personal relations with 
the deceased young Emperor). 
Feb. 13—14—(Court Circular). 
== 


mentioned that Kwoh Sung-tao teas 


(a former governor of Kwangtung), has 
arrived at Peking to pay his respects, and 
has had audienée. 

(1) A Decree. 


It is 


Let the Lieutenant- 


, general King-jui be associated with the 


Commissioners in charge of the building 
works for the mausolea at P’u-t’o Yii 


SEP =e (N.B. The mausolea in ques- 


tion are the sites which are being prepared 
for the future interment of the present 
Empresses Regent. A sum of six million 
taels is allotted to the construction of 
tombs, on a site selected by the Empresses 
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at the Eastern Hills, on the occasion of 
their visit thither in April, 1873). 

(2) The Governor-General of the Yellow 
River memorializes, forwarding the report 
given by one of his subordinates, the Sub- 
prefect of Siang Ho, respecting the 
supernatural protection to the embankment 


works, which was afforded in the Autumn - 


freshet season by a deified being known as 


Wang Tsiang Kiin EF or the 


[heavenly] General, Wang. At a time 
when the banks were in imminent 
peril from floods, he appeared in visible 
shape, upon which incense was burnt and 
prayers were offered, and the danger forth- 
with passed away. The Governor-General 
adds that Wang Tsiang-Kiin was during 
life acting Sub-prefect of the Siang Ho divi- 


sion, and was named Jén-fu Ait. He 


was precipitated into theriver and drowned, 
in 1867, through the slip of an embank- 
ment, and since then, a temple in honour 
of his memory having been erected with 
the [Imperial sanction, he has on repeated 
occasions supernaturally interposed for the 
protection of the works. An application 
has now been received from the gentry 
and people of the locality, forwarded 
through the proper officials, for the 
bestowal by his Majesty of a title of honour 
on this divine being ; and, in conformity 
with a statutory provision, the Governor- 
General recommends this for consideration. 
—Rescript : Let the Board of Ceremonies 
consider and report. 


Feb. 15th-16th. (1.) A decree in reply 
to a memorial by Shén Pao-chén, solicit- 
ing rewards on behalf of the officials who 
have distinguished themselves in the 
opening up of the mountains in Formosa, 
—The officials who have served under the 
direction of Shén Pao-chéng in succes- 
sively throwing open the territory occupied 
by the savages in Formosa, have achieved 
a degree of meritorious exertion for 
which it is fitting that rewards should he 
bestowed. In the case of Lo Ta-ch’un, 
naval general of the province of Fuhkien, 
let the sentence heretofore recorded 
against him, of deprivation of rank with 
retention of office, be remitted, and leta 
distinguished mark of approbation be sub- 
mitted for sanction by the Buard. [Here 
follows a list of civil and military subor- 
dinates who are accorded advancement in 
different degrees.] With regard to the 
supplementary memorial, in which it is 
stated that general T’ang Tiug-kw'ei 
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and other divisions, who, since his arrival 
in Formosa, has taken his military mea- 
sures with minute care avd has main- 
tained a strict and enlightened discipline, 
it is ordained that he be honoured with 
the distinction of the Yellow Jacket. 

(2) A decree in reply to a memorial by 


~Shén Pao-chéng: and his colleagues, re- 


questing the bestowal of a posthumous 
title of distinction on a hero of the times 
of the Ming dynasty, and the erection of a 
temple in his honour. The feudatory of 
the Ming dynasty, Chu Ch’éng-kung, had 
a temple erected to his memory at Nan- 
ngan by imperial command, during the 
reign K’ang-hi; and as it is now reported 
in the memorial received that the departed 
chieftain, already illustrious through his 
heroic virtues and steadfast loyalty, has 
given ear to supplications whenever ad- 
dressed to him in times of flood or drought, 
thus adding to the benefits for which 
Formosa has to thank him, We ordain that 
“the request be granted, and that a memo- 
rial temple be erected at T’ai-wan Fu, and 
a posthumous title of canonization be con- 
ferred upon him, in gratification of the 
public wish. Let the proper Board take 
note. (Note.—The deceased hero referred 
to above was the celebrated freebooter 


Chéng Ch’éng-kung, ET HD. who, for 
his services in the cause of the Ming 
dynasty in its last struggles against the 
invading Manchus, was honoured by the 
bestowal of the surname of the imperial 
family, in exchange for his own. He is 


consequently spoken of above as Chu 


Ch’éng-kung ; and from the fact of his 
investiture with the Kwoh-Sing or surname 
of the rulers of the state, he was designa- 
ted among his adherents by the title of 


Kwoh-Sing Yeh [aj HE fy, which was 
rendered by the Portuguese as Koxinga 


or Koshinga. Beside waging a bitter 
warfare against the Manchus, he under- 
took, for his own benefit, the expulsion of 
the Dutch from their settlements in 
Formosa, which he successfully achieved 
in 1661-1662. He died almost immediately 
after victory had rewarded his efforts in 
this direction ; and his achievement tended 
only to the foundation of the Manchu 
Sovereignty over the island, which was 
surrendered in 1683 to the Manchu 
authorities of Fuhkien, by his grand- 
nephew Chéng K’éh-shwang). 

(3) A decree in reply to a memorial by 
Shén Pao-chéng and his colleagues, re- 
questing that the ancient interdict upon 
the cultivation of lands in the interior of 
Formosa, be removed. From the time 
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when the whole island of Formosa becam: 
part of the Imperial dominions, in view of 
the ‘alien customs prevailing among thé 
various savage tribes of the interior, 
Chinese subjects of the mainland havé 
been prohibited against crossing over tc 
Formosa, and likewise against illicit entry 
into the savage territory, to the end tha: 
disturbances might be obviated. Now, 
inasmuch as Shén Pao-chéng and_ hii 
colleagues have taken steps to throw oper 
the interior, it is eminently necessary tha‘ 
cultivation of the lands lying waste should 
be encouraged, and the existing institu. 
tions should be modified in consonance: 
with the requirements of the present 
time. The removal of all prohibition: 
heretofore in force, restricting Chinese: 
subjects froin crossing over to Formosa, ii: 
hereby granted, and the interdict upon 
trade in iron and bamboos is at the same, 
time rescinded, with the object of affordin; 
encouragement. Let the proper Board 
take note. 


(4) A memorial by the Censor Wi 
Hung-én, dwelling upon the importance oi 
placing none but persons of staid and 
correct conduct in attendance upon _hi: 
present Majesty. (For rescript of the two, 
Empresses, see Gazette of Jan. 30th). | 

Feb. 17th-18th. Ting Pao-chéng. 
Governor of Shantung, memorializes re- 
porting the measures undertaken for the 
repair of the breach in the embankment 
of the Yellow River at Shih-Chwang-Hu 


AGE FR. He has already transmitted. 


plans and specifications for the work 
which it was deemed advisable to carry out, 
in consequence of this occurrence, at Kia- 
Chwang "23 FE in tho Ho-tsdh district (ix 
Ts’ao-chow Fu, on the Western border oj 
Shantung). Imperial orders for the execu- 
tion of this undertaking, as a matter 
affecting the interests of several provinces, 
were received on the 29th December ; ani, 
steps were immediately taken to urge on 
the work, preparations for which were 
already in hand. The labour of construct. 
ing the necessary embankments has beer 
greatly impeded by the downrush of ic: 
which has swept over the flooded district, 
and also by the frozen condition of the soil :. 
but it is hoped that before the month oi 
March the dykes which are in process oi 
construction from North to South, and 
vice versa, will have been brought together, 
and the further egress of the river water 
Southwards be thus prevented. : 

Feb. 19th-20th.—The whole of this day's 
Gazette is occupied by the memorial of Li 
Hung-chang and his colleagues of the 


Pa 
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Grand Secretariat, in response to the 
Decree, dated the 15th January last, in 


. which the determination of the posthumous 
; titles of the late Emperor was enjoined. 
. (See Gazette of January 15th). The Grand 
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, Secretariat proceeds hereupon to extol the 


virtues and endowments of his late Majesty 
in a strain of fulsome adulation, its 


‘memorial consisting in a prodigious con- 


catenation of phrases extracted from the 
ancient classics, by means of which his late 
Majesty is compared to the most illustrious 
sages of the ancient world. (For the 
titles by canonization adopted in pur- 
suance of the recommendations of this 
memorial, see Gazette of January 23rd.) 


Feb. 2!st—22nd. (1) A decree of the 
two Empresses, referring to their decree of 
the 12th January, in which they ordained 
that on the birth of a son to his late Ma- 
jesty’s adopted successor, the child shall 
become the adoptive heir of the deceased 
Emperor. A memorial has now been ad- 
dressed to the Throne by Kwang-an 


EI #, Assistant Reader of the Grand 
Secretariat, requesting that the high 
officials of the Court be directed to 
deliberate respecting the issue of a War- 


:} rant inscribed on iron (in token of un- 
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changeableness) to this effect. This ill- 


4 considered and offensive suggestion gives 


occasion for a feeling of the utmost aston- 
Let Our message of reprimand 
be communicated to Kwang-an. 

(2.) A Decree. Let Ts’ung-shih (Pre- 
sident of the Board of Punishments) and 
K’i-yiian proceed by post—relay to Mouk- 
den—to hold an investigation. Let the 
Secretaries who accompany them travel 
similarly. 

(3.) Memorial by the Censor Li Kwei- 
lin, representing the popularity of the 
ex-Taotai of Tientsin, Ting Show-ch’ang, 


, among the people under his jurisdiction, 
. and transmitting their entreaty that, 


although compelled by the death of a 
parent to resign his office, he may still 
be left, by a stretch of the Imperial pre- 
rogative, to discharge official functions 
among them.—(See Gazette of February 
3rd-4th.) 


Feb. 23rd-24th.—(Court Circular, 24th.) 
His Majesty will proceed to-morrow at 4.15 
a.m., to offer homage at the Kwan-téh Tien 
[before the remains of his late Majesty], 
and thence return to the Imperial apart- 
ments, At6.15 a.m., His Majesty, issuing 
from the K’ien T’sing gate, will ascend the 
Chung Ho Throne-hall from the folding 
doors at the back, and receive homage, 
passing thence to the ‘l’ai Ho Throne-hall, 
to receive congratulations and promulgate 
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the manifesto of accession, and thence 
return to the Imperial apartments. 

(1). A Decree. On the removal this day 
ef the golden coftin of Our elder sister, the 
Princess Yung-an, to the(temporary resting- 
place) at T'sing-an Chwang, let the Beiléh 
Tsai Ch’éng proceed thither and offer a fun- 
ereal libation, as a token of our affectionate 
remembrance. (Note—the decease of the 
princess Yung-an, daughter of Hien-Féng, 
and only sister of the late Emperor, who 
died in childbed at the beginning of this 
month, was recorded in the Gazette of the 
6th inst. By his adoption, the present 
Emperor became placed in the relation of 
a brother to the deceased lady, though in 
reality only her cousin.) 

(2) A decree in reply to a memorial by 
the Censor Wang Chao-lan, who has sub- 
mitted his views on financial administra- 
tion, civil government, and _ military 
efficiency. All these are acknowledged as 
deserving attention. On the subject of 
revenue and expenditure, the Board of 
Revenue is directed to compute the total 
amount of receipts in all the provinces 
from the land tax, salt and rice collec- 
torates, as also from the li-kin tax and 
the sales of titles and offices. This 
having been done, expenditure is to be 
so ordered as to come within the limits 
of income, The governors of provinces 
are further directed to require from 
the commissioners of Finance a return of 
all existing li-kun tax stations, to be trans- 
mitted to the Board of Revenue, as well 
as returns of the annual receipts and 
disbursements. Should delays in this 
respect be wilfully indulged in, as hereto- 
fore, the offending officials are to be 
denounced for punishment. The Board is 
likewise to scrutinize the expenditure 
which is resorted to under the head of 
military requirements in the provinces 
generally, and to effect a return to the 
old system and prices in the supply of 
matériel. As regards the government of 
the people and the selection of trust- 
worthy officials, scrupulous care is enjoined 
on the high authorities. 

(3) A memorial by the Vice-director of 
the Sacrificial Court, Chow Jui-ts’ing, 
panegyrising the deceased high official 
Tsiang Yih-li, formerly Governor of 
Kwang-tung, and asking that his name 
be included among the state biographies. 
(For rescript see Gazette of 3rd instant.) 

(4) A further memorial by the same 
writer, protesting in strong terms against 
the continuance in public employ, under 
the orders of the Governor-General Li 
Hung-chang, of the late Taotai of Tien- 


| tsin, Ting Show-ch’ang, who has been 


placed in mourning by the death of his 
father. (For rescript see Gazette of 3rd 
instant.) 

(5) Lhe Censor Li Hung-mu “memo- 
rializes, in virtue of the Decree calling 
for unrestricted counsels, to entreat that 
men of worth be rightly appreciated and 
the untrustworthy be put faraway. Re- 
ferring to the terms of the decree, in 
which the Kmpresses have called for ad- 
vice from all officials who have the right 
of address, and to the paramount import- 
ance which the character of its servants 
has for the interests of the State, he re- 
calls the time when, in the first year of 
T’ung-che (1862), their Majesties the Em- 
presses undertook the regency on behalf 
of his late Majesty, then a child. The 
policy they ever pursued was that of sur- 
rounding themselves with Ministers grave, 
respected, and of tried capacity, whilst in 
the case of those who were leagued together 
in the execution of evil designs and whose 
ill repute was notorious, such men, if not 
sent to undergo the highest penalty of the 
law, were banished in disgrace. Now that 
once more a youthful sovereign has com- 
menced to reign, and a regency is again 
inaugurated, the character of those who 
serve is more than ever the point of most 
urgent importance. Among individuals, 
who at the present day are by common 
consent acknowledged as men of worth, 
there is Kwei-ts’ing, holding the office of 
Vice-president of the Board of Works at 
Moukden; and among those who are 
universally pointed to as evil men, there 
are none more conspicuous than the 
Comptrollers of the Imperial Household, 
Wén-si aud Kwei-pao. According to the 
accounts the Censor has heard, Kwei-ts’ing, 
when in office as Comptroller of the House- 
hold, discharged his duty with stern inte- 
grity, without fear or favour, and made 
himself the terror of self-seeking under- 
lings. If the sacred favour be moved 
to recall him to employment in the 
Palace, an incentive will be applied to due 
exertion and a public wish be gratified. 
On the other hand, Wén-si, when employed 
as assistant Comptroller, relying upon the 
fact of his father, Ming-shan, being one 
of the Comptrollers, made himself the 
object of loud animadversion by the lavish 
expenditure he contrived for his own illicit 
advantage. Kwei-pav, ayain, intrigued 
dishonestly in connection with the fraudu- 
lent proposals of Li Kwang-chao for the 
supply of timber for Yiian-ming Yiian. 
The dismissal of these two officials from 
their posts in the household is solicited. 
(For rescript, dismissing Wén-si and Kwei- 
pao, see Gazette of 1st inst.) 
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Feb. 25th.—(1) A Decree announcing 
that, in celebration of his Majesty’s acces- 
sion, and in accordance with former 
precedent, an examination extraordinary 
for the bestowal of the Ki-jén degree is 
granted in all the provinces for the current 
year, to be followed by a similar examina- 
tion extraordinary at Peking in 1876, for 
the bestowal of tsin-sze degrees. 

(2) The Censor Yiian Ch’éng-yeh 
memorializes, urging a reform in the 
system of admission to the ranks of the: 
public service, Whenever he takes up the; 
quarterly official list, he is struck by per-: 
ceiving that, of the district and departme 
magistrates ‘throughout the empire, 80 or! 
90 per cent. owe their positions to pur- 
chase, with only a fractional admixture of; 
those who have gained degrees at tho| 
literary examinations. Moreover, in the} 
selections to fill vacancies made by the! 
Board of Civil Office, for which standard 
regulations are in force, it is nevertheless; 
the fact that, owing to the vast number} 

of ‘purchase ” categories that have been 
created, forty or fifty purchase-candidates 
obtain appointments for every four or five 
of those that have the tsin-sze degree. 

After passing successfully at the triennial | 
examinations at Peking, a tsin-sze may: 
have to wait for ten years, and even longer, | 
after being sent as an ‘Sexpectant” to a 
Province, in consequence of the glut of 
officials to which the purchase system has 
contributed. The memorialist has observed 
in the Gazette representations from the: 
governments of Sze-ch’ wan, Yiinnan, ! 
Fuhkien, and Chehkiang, in which either, 
the cessation of the purchase system is, 
advocated, or else the introduction of tes: 

examinations for purchase officers. If, as. 
the Censor thinks probable, the present 
condition of the finances will not admit of 
an entire abolition of the system, he would 
at least urge the adoption of restrictive 
measures, among which he suggests the 
enforcement of ready-money payment in 
full for the brevets of rank subscribed for. 
He enumerates six advantages which may 
be expected to flow from such a course, 
among which are benefit to the exchequer, 
and a raising of the character of the service 
generally, by checking the prevailing 
tendency toward pecuniary aggrandizement 
by unworthy means. 

(3) In a supplementary memorial, the 
same Censor urges the imposition of a 
rigorous check upon the system of extra- 
ordinary rewards for services performed, 
which has now reached such a pitch that 
for the discharge of the most ordinary 
duty commendation and promotion are 
looked for. He recommends that hence- 
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s forward, except in the case of substantial (3) The Censor Wang Yung-kwan memo- 
: achievements, none but honorary dis- | rializes, presenting his views on questions 
2 tinctions be granted. of the day, in pursuance of the Empresses’ 


« Feb. 26th.—This day’s Gazette contains | invitation of advice. The subjects on 
. only memorials on administrative details, | which he has opinions to express, are as 
1 from the Governor of Shantung. follows.. lstly.—He advocates rectification 
: Feb. 27th.—(Court Circular.) The Board | of abuses in the Government service. 
‘of Ceremonies reported to-day the issue, | Admission to the official career has been of 

for despatch to all the Provinces, of the | late years so much facilitated, that the 
; Manifesto of His Majesty’s accession, | character of the service has suffered, and 
: (N.B.—The Manifesto, beingcommunicated | it is most desirable that a check be im- 
:to the Board of Ceremonies for publi- | posed to the system of favouritism, which 
; cation, not to the Grand Secretariat for | prevails in the removal of functionaries 
» record, does not appear in the Gazette.) from one jurisdiction to another, on the 
: Feb. 28th.—(Court Circular.) The Grand | application of patrons in high position ; as 
. Secretariat memorialized on behalf of all | iso that a restriction be placed on indis- 
-the Government departments, returning | Criminate recommendations for promotion. 
. thanks for the steps of honorary rank | 2udly.—Restriction is called for in the 
- bestowed in the manifesto of accession. number o eae — rs the peter 
(1) —A decree in reply to amemorial by | °%@minations, these having been greatly 
if as sa Wei Kae, presented to the augmented of late years, whereby the 


: f tandard of qualification has been lowered. 
% Throne on his behalf by the Board of War 8 : 
# in which he has dilated upon the corrup- 3rdly.—Astopshould be put to the exactions 


¢ tions of the administrative service. The and oppression indulged in by unscrupulous 


soaks ae : underlings, on occasions when remissions 
Aerts be elena fh of taxation are granted in times of flood or 


P : drought. 4thly.—Equitable collection of 
' work of energetic reform, to abolish the pa : eo ase 
* evils of intrigue aud sycophancy, and to the grain revenue, in money or in kind, 


ste should be enforced. In actual practice 
etre saseniemen to the capable and the when collecting the grain revenue, the 


; : magistrates are accustumed to collect no 
¥  (2.)—An Edict, Whereas each of the | more than one-third of the amount in 
‘ Sacred Ones in succession, on first ascend- | kind, taking the remainder in money, but 
ing ba ale sande ee acai! ain in dving this they exact an amount several 
‘a tablet to be suspeuded in the Temple o i 

‘ Confucius, now We, on reverently taking | ioe, Gulting iuto their own pockets the 
up the august succession, ordain hereby, | difference between the sum collected and 
“in respectful conformity to the ancient | the actual cost of purchasing the requisite 
“rule, that [ the authorities ] of the | supplies. Sthly.—Measures for securing 
* Imperial Library and the Han-lin Col- | the unimpeded discharge of the waters of 
 leye do reverently prepare an inscription | the Yellow River, by means of the 
, consisting in the characters SUR 30 4 2% new mouth in Shantung, are urgently 
; (the abode of Scholarship is here), and do ee ‘The present channel of the 
deliver the same to the superintendency | L® Tsing Ho is not more than one li 
, of the Works’ Department, by whom a | i width, and the embankment of some of 
. tablet shall be prepared and respectfully the older channels, for the Sar the of carry- 
, suspended in the Temple of Confucius, | ™8 off some of the waters of the river, is 
; forming part of the Great College of advocated, as well as the dredging of the 
, Peking. On the arrival at Peking of actual mouth of the river, in order to 


s1Cung Slang-k’o 4L it Say, the Duke or a free passage for its waters to the 


* Continuator of the Sage, let the manuscript (4.)—A postscript Memorial by the Oen- 
" of the inscription be delivered to him by | sor Wang Li-ts’ing, pointing out a source 
i the Grand Council, to be conveyed back to | of frequent abuse in the employment of 
“his home with reverent carefulness, for | ‘ gentry” (that is, literary or purchase 

the preparation of a tablet to be suspended | graduates or retired officials), as managers 
‘inthe Temple of Confucius at K’iieh Li. | of the branch-offices for the collection of 
“ The manuscript need not be returned, but | the li-kin tax, especially that on salt, in 
“ may be preserved at K’iieh Li. Let fac- | the districts of which they are natives. 
* similesof theinscription be madeby the Wu | Their official function in this respect brings 
© Ying Tien, and transmitted to be suspended | them into such close connection with the 
* in the Colleges of all prefectures, depart- | actual authorities, as to put them in posi- 
: ments, and districts throughout the empire. |! tions of undue influence—so much go that, 
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as the Censor has heard, a popular saying 
is current in An-hwei and Hunan to the 
effect that ‘‘ there are any number of in- 
cumbents to one official seal.” He begs 
that the employment of residents of the 
districts.in the above-mentioned capacity 
may forthwith be prohibited. (For rescript 
see Gazette of February 9th-10th). 


March 1st.—(1) Yang Shao-ho, an as- 
sistant Expositor of the Hanlin, memori- 
alizes submitting his views With regard 
to the augmentation in the number of 
degrees obtainable at the different pro- 
vincial examinations, he represents the 
harm that is wrought to the cause of devo- 
tion to the ancient fountains of learning 
by the enlargement of the area of admis- 
sion, whereby genuine application is dis- 
couraged. The additional degrees that 
have been granted during the last twenty 
years, in reward for contributions to the 
exchequer in a time of warfare, should now, 
in his opinion, be withdrawn, the provinces 
having already enjoyed toa sufticient ex- 
tent the advantages of the Imperial bounty. 
On the subject of the military service, he 
expatiates on the inefficiency into which 
the regular army has fallen, its- duties 
being discharged wherever troops are 
required by irregulars (‘‘ braves”), whom 
itis necessary to enlist for the purpose. 
Whilst the regular army, unpaid, undrilled, 
and with its ranks only nominally filled, 
has become next door to useless, the forces 
of irregulars who have been retained in 
the different provinces since the restoration 
of peace have also, it is insinuated, fallen 
into a condition of no slight inetticiency. 
The remedy that the memorialist proposes 
is to fill up the ranks of the regular army 
by drafts from the irregular forces. With 
reference to the skill in the use of the 
lance and bow, in which the soldiery of 
the three Manchurian provinces were here- 
tofore preéminent, the memorialist, who 
served at one time as Adjutant-General in 
Shantung, where he had an opportunity 
of personally observing this fact, now hears 
that a falling off in efficiency is noticeable 
among the soldiery from that region, who 
have been sent to join in the Western 
campaign. He solicits that the proper 
authorities be called upon to institute 
regulations for amending this state of 
affairs. 


(2).—The Censor Yeo Peh-ch’wan me- 
morializes adding his protest to those 
which have already appeared in the Gazette, 
against the continuance in official employ 
of the late Taotai at Tientsin, after being 
placed in mourning by the death of his 
father. 
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March 2nd.—(1.) A Decree, in reply to' 
a memorial by Hwang Yii, a Vice-president! 
of the Board of Punishments, who haa‘ 
reported respecting an additional number{ 
of the women of An-hwei, who perished: 
during the recent rebellion, and for} 
whom no sacrificial offerings have as 
yet been provided. With regard to thei 
586 persons, of whose names a list has; 
been presented, it is ordered that the: 
proper Board take measures for providing’ 
marks of Imperial distinction, with the} 
exception ofsuch among them ashavealready 
been thus honoured, and that their rela-} 
tions be allowed to erect memorial temples' 
or mural tablets at their own expense, 

(2.) The Governor-General of Chihli. 
reports the trial and sentence of a woman! 
named Lin Chang-she, for the offence of 
presenting a supplication to the (late): 
Emperor by the roadside. The suppliant,, 
having been persuaded by a female relative,i 
a widow, who had a grievance with regard, 
tu the ownership of sume land, to present 
a complaint to his Majesty when passin; 
along a public thoroughtare, is condemned, 
under the statute in such cases made and 
provided, to the penalty of eighty blows,; 
with privilege of commutation. 

March 3rd.—(Court Circular.) The Pre-| 
fect of Shun-t’ien Fu reports a fall of snow! 
of upwards of 3 inches, at Peking, on the} 
28th Feb. : 

(1 and 2.) The Manchu General, Gover-; 
nor-General, and Governor of Fuhkein, 
and Shén Pao-chéng, Commissioner for, 
Maritime Defence and Foreign Affairs in: 
Formosa, jointly memorialize on the fol- 
lowing subjects :— ; 

(A).—The application of the late Acting. 
Magistrate of the Kia-l district is for-; 
warded, in which he declares that the 
guardian deity of that city has long been 
conspicuously accessible to the prayers 
offered up, on occasion, for either rain or 
fine weather, and that a most noteworthy 
instance of his supernatural interposition 
occurred in 1862, when the city was be’ 
sieged by the insurgent leader Tai. Ai 
this juncture a severe earthquake occurred. 
which threw down some of the battlements, 
but left the walls of the city undisturbed 
In answer to the prayers that were offered 
at the temple, when the rebels endeavoured 
to storm the town, an oracle was granted 
assuring a safe result, and the people took 
heart therefrom, so that a desperate de- 
fence was made, and the city was preserved 
from capture. It is now prayed that an 
additional title of honour be conferred 
upon the god in question. 

(B).—The attention of His Majesty is 
solicited to an application presented by 





certain of the literati of T’ai-wan Fu, 
embodying a panegyric upon the heroic 
Chéng Ch’éng-kung, entitled Prince of 


Yen-p’ing HEAP PP -E and honoured by 


’ the bestowal of the surname Chu, under the 


Ming dynasty. Devoted to scholarship in 


‘ his youth, he became involved, on reaching 
- the age of manhood, in the troubles which 


he postponed the obligations 
* mourning to the duties of patriotism. He 


‘ without official authorization, 
‘ now requested thatthe erection of a temple 
‘ and the Lestowal of a canonical designation 


befel the State; and, imbued with the 
prevailing sentiments of heroic devotion, 
of filial 


found in the midst of the waste of waters 
a dominion which he transmitted to his 
descendants, and which was by them 
surrendered to the Imperial sway. His 
former opposition being condoned, his 
name was admitted to a place in the record 
of the loyal servants of the dynasty ; and 


“in the ensuing ages his supernatural 


intervention has been granted when cries 
of distress have arisen in times of natural 
calamity. The common people have 
offered sacrifices to him in humble shrines 
and it is 


, on the departed hero may be linperially 
“ sanctioned. In support of this petition, the 
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: Imperial Commissioner Shén, inditer of the 
‘ memorial, together with his colleagues, after 


observing that although Chéng Ch’éng-kung 


‘ in his lifetime necessitated the employment 
: of the sword of the State, in the palmy days 
‘ of the dynasty, to effect his subjugation, 


yet his character was of a kind to serve as 
a healing example to the turbulent and 
lawlessly disposed ; and it is on record 
that in the 39th year of K’ang Hi(A.D. 


- 1700) His Majesty declared in an edict 


rf 


that the deceased had been one of the sup- 
porters of the Ming dynasty, nota revolted 
rebel against His Majesty’s own rule, and 
sent ofticials in charge of the coffins of both 


Chéng Ch’éng-kung and his son King RK 


, to be conveyed for interment at Nan-ngan, 
, where a tumulus was to be raised over 
, their remains and a memorial temple 
. to be erected. 


As this temple, however, 
is on the mainland, it is of no avail 
so far as the people of Formosa are 


, concerned ; and it is now besought that a 


canonical designation be conferred on the 


, Spirit of Chéng Ch’éng-Kung, and the 
, erection of a temple in his honour at T’ai- 
_ wan Fu be sanctioned. 

Gazette of February 15th-16th). 


(For rescript see 


March 4th.— (Court Circular.)  Li-jui 
had audience of leave on proceeding to 
Corea to promulgate the Imperial mani- 
festo. (See Gazette of January 30th). 
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(1)—The authorities of Fuhkien, and 
Shén Pao-chéng, Commissioner for Mari- 
time Defence and Foreign Affairs in For- 
mosa, memorialize soliciting the removal 
of the restriction on colonization in For- 
mosa. Referring to a memorial dated 
January 18th, in which they had already 
reported the opening of access into the 
mountains at both the north and the south 
of the island, and the arrangements they 
had in contemplation for establishing 
posts at Lang-k’iao and K’i-how, they have 
now to observe that with the exception of 
the lands occupied by the aboriginal tribes, 
the whole interior of Formosa is entirely 
uninhabited. Lands which might be culti- 
vated lie waste, overgrown with forest and 
sending forth pestilential miasma, a refuge 
for the savage aborigines who lie in wait 
there for victims of their murderous 
designs. Though pathways may be cut 
across the hills they are nevertheless 
shunned as unsafe, and soon become 
obstructed by the undergrowth. The 
response that has been made to the late 
invitations to cultivators. to take up new 
lands has been limited in the extreme, 
the fact being that the populaticn of the 
settled part of the island is by no means 
abundant in proportion (o the extent of 
its area. A prohibition has long been 
maintained against the emigration of 
Chinese from the mainland to Formosa ; 
and although it has not been enforced to 
the letter, yet, so long as the interdict is 
not removed, the local authorities have 
always been fearful of committing an 
infringement of the law if they were 
to encourage the influx of settlers. The 
enterprise of opening up the mountain 
region, however, renders the introduc- 
tion of cultivators absolutely necessary ; 
and to obviate hesitation on the part of 
the people, the removal of the interdict is 
indispensable. The ancient enactment is 
found to be to the following effect :—“‘ The 
surreptitious crossing over to Formosa by 
the people of the mainland is forbidden. 
On any vessel making the surreptitious 
voyage being captured, the master and 
crew shall be punished in different degrees, 
penalties shall be inflicted on the civil and . 
military authorities, and the soldiers and 
police shall be criminally dealt with.” 
A further enactment provides that ‘‘in the 
the case of persons acting as crimps to decoy 
the inhabitants of the seaboard into sur- 
reptitioualy crossing to Formosa, offenders 
in the tirst degree shall be transported 
into military servitude, and accessories 
shall be punished with 100 blows and 
banishment for three years. The penalty 
of 100 blows and one month in the cangue 


shall be inflicted on the remaining junk 
masters, who are bound as security for the 
offending person. The persons emigrating 
shall receive 100 blows and be sent back to 
their native places. The civil and mili- 
tary authorities found guilty of negligence 
shall be subjected to penalties as may be 
due.” Other enactments are quoted tu the 
same effect. 1n addition to these, itis further 
provided that for the offence of entering 
the territory of the aborigines, 100 blows 
shall be inflicted ; and the same penalty, 
with 3 years banishment added, for en- 
gaging in such occupations as gathering 
rattans, snaring deer, felling timber, and 
‘collecting coya-fibre in proximity to the 
savages. Stone monuments were moreover 
erected at the entrance to the mountains 
at the northern and southern extremities (7) 
of Taiwan, (the term cautiously used here is 


HH, signifying condition or appearance), 


beyond which were the limits of the 
savages. Penalties were prescribed for 
the officials guilty of neglizence in the 
case of any persons surreptitiously 
gving beyond these bounds with ventures 
of merchandize, Penalties were also 
provided for intermarriage with thesavages. 
The withdrawal of all these ancient restric- 
tious is now solicited. It is furthermore 
stated that, according to a longstanding 
rule, no person was allowed to engage in 
the business of iron-founding in Formosa, for 
the manufacture of domestic hardware or 
agricultural implements, without a license 
from the ‘l'reasurer of Fuhkien, obtained 
through the government of the island. 
Only 27 persons were thus licensed for 
the entire island, and the iron they 
employed was to be brought from Chang- 
chow on the mainland, under penalties for 
unauthorized extraction or sale of the ore 
or metal. Of late years, however, the 
ports of the island have been opened to 
trade, and pig-iron is included in the tariff 
of imports, su that what was formerly for- 
bidden to be produced in China is now 
imported from the countries of Europe. 
Whilst the conditions are thus wholly 
altered, it frequently happens that ill-dis- 
posed soldiers or police trump up pretexts 
for levying extortions from the people 
at large, whilst the licensed iron-founders 
seek to enforce a monopoly in virtue of 
their recognized position, greatly to the 
publio injury. Another prohibition on the 
statute book is that against the exportation 
of bamboos, the object being to prevent 
the supply of materials for sails and stag- 
ings to piratical junks. In virtue of this 
prohibition, bamboos transported from 
point to point in the neighbourhood of the 
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ports are subject to inspection, althoug! 
the fact is that sea-going craft make use oi 
matting or canvas for their sails, and are in 
no wise dependent on the use of bamboo. 
The inferdict, consequently, serves onl; 
as an additional vehicle for extortion o1 
the part of the soldiery and police. The, 
removal of all the abovementioned long. 
standing prohibitions is solicited, in the 
interest of the colonization of Formosa: 
(For rescript, see Gazette of Feb. 15-16). : 

March 5th.—The Governor-General ani: 
Governor of Fohkien memorialize report, 
ing the arrival of sundry shipwrecked 
Liu-Chiuan barbarians at Foochow. On 
the 18th December last, the commandan'’ 
at Min-an received a communication from. 
the district Magistrate of Ts’ung-ming iv 
Kiang-su, forwarding a Liu-chiuan juni 
with eleven natives on board, together. 
with their effects. On being examined, it 
was found from the statements taken thai. 
the junk had sailed on the 16th July last. 
ona trading voyage from Napa, and ha 
been dismasted in a gale on the followin; 
day. She drifted in the course of tte 
next seven days to the coast of China, ani 
was taken by Chinese who came to thr 
rescue, to the magistracy of ‘I'sung-min; 
(estuary of the Yangtsze). Clothing anc 
food were supplied by the Magistrate, an 
the junk was repaired, after which steers 
men were put on board, and the junk wa: 
towed by a steam gunbuat to the frontier «: 
Fuhkien and Chéhkiang, where she arrive: 
on the Dec. 4th. After being provisioned 
by the Magistrate of Yii-hwan T’ing sh: 
continued her voyage to Foochow. Frou 
the day of their arrival at the Liu-chiua 
lodyinghouse, the authorities have issue 
the daily ration, as provided by regulation. 
of 1 shéng (about 1 pint English measure 
of rice, and 6 cash for salt and vegetables 
On departure, the shipwrecked mariner 
will further be supplied with provision 
for one month. 

March 6th.—(1) The acting Governor 
General of the Grain Transport repor: 
that the apprehensions entertained towar¢: 
the close of last year, for the safety of the 
banks of the Grand Canal in its Souther. 
portion, owing to the strong pressure o: 
the waters flowing in from the Yellor 
River, had passed away in the early par 
of January, as the volume of wate 
decreased. 

(2) The (late) Governor-General of th: 
two Kiang, Li Tsung-hi, memorializes wit. 
reference to a decree received by him o: 
the 3rd January, in which the tenor of: 
memorial by the Censor Hii T’ing-kwe: 
proposing a scheme for the raising of + 
large amount of revenue for the expense: 


of the Yellow River service, was for- 
warded. Upon this the Governor-General 
has to remark that, under the new regula- 
tions for the Hwainan Salt Division 
(including Kiangsi, part of Kiangsu, 
Anbhwei, and Hu Kwang), 500 yin 

(each about 364 catties) of salt are allotted 
to one p’iao ce or license, and that, con- 


sequently, the issue of 200 extra licenses 
would be an addition of 100,000 yin of 
salt placed on the market. If for each 
license the payment of Tls. 6,000 were 
received, an addition to the revenue would 
be made of Tis. 1,200,000. Supposing 
that there weré an opening for the sale of 
the salt in question, this would certainly 
afford an auxiliary source of income on 
behalf of the river-works ; but he has to 
submit that the secret of the gabelle 
revenue does not lie in augmentation of 
the supplies available for distribution, so 
much as in the quickening of sale for 
consumption. In earlier times, the salt 
brought to the distributing centres by the 
licensees, was got rid of as fast as it arrived ; 
| but increasing competition has led to a 
gradual accumulation of stock. The 
licensees, who began by finding them- 
| selves able only to make one delivery a 
| quarter, have at length reached such a 
- point that their turn for disposing of their 
importations comes only once a year. 
-It is found that the salt accumulated 
/at the distributing centres of the Two 
‘Hu, Kiangsi, and Anhwei, amounts to 
upwards of 360,000 yin, which the dealers 
: are altogether nonplussed how to get rid 
of, and this does not include the salt in 
; transitu or in the intermediate storehouses. 
; Owing to the long delay that must elapse 
, before that salt can be put onthe market, 
} it is exposed to various forms of deteriora- 
» tion, The only salvation for the traders 
; lies in their adherence to the rule of suc- 
cessive rotation in the disposal of their 
» ventures. These facts, with others to the 
» Same effect, are urged as a sufficient 
, objection to the proposed addition to the 
; number of licenses issued.—Rescript : 
, Let the Board of Revenue take note, 
n March 7th.—(1) A decree, remitting 
4 certain portions of the land-tax in some 
. of the Southern districts of Chihli, on a 
; representation by the Governor-General of 
the extent to which the lands in question 
| have suffered from inundation. 
1 (2) The Censor Sun Féng-siang memo- 
, Tializes, protesting against arrangements 
1; proposed by the Board of Ceremonies for 
y limiting the number of candidates to be 
s allowed to come forward at the provincial 
» literary examinations, on the motion of 
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the assistant Civil Governor of Féng-t’ien, 
Chang Sii-kiai, who memorialized on the 
subject in 1873. The Censor now urges, 
taking Shantung as a province of the 
middie order in this respect, that in the 
province in question the number of degrees 
of Ki jén conferred, including those newly 
added to the list, is seventy-one, with 13 
of the fu-pang or subsidiary class. The 
number of cells in the examination hall 
has been increased to upwards of 12,000, 
and for the 1873 competition more than 
14,000 scholars came forward. The number 
who actually entered for the examin- 
ation, after rejection of a certain pro- 
portion at the preliminary test, was 
upwards of 12,000. If, however, the 
standard regulation were complied with, 
which allows only the following pro- 
portion to come forward in a Province of 
the middle order—viz., 60 for each degree 
as Kii-jen, and 30 for each degree ef the 
fu-pang class, the number of candidates 
sent forward from the districts could not 
exceed some 4,600 all told. The increase 
in the number of candidates is attributable 
to the relaxation of the rules granted from 
time to time in reward for local contribu- 
tions during the rebellion, and the Censor 
deprecates a withdrawal of privileges which 
ive been highly prized by the literary 
class. 

March 8th.—(1) K’ung Siang-k’o, the 
hereditary representative of Oonfucius, 
invested with the title of Duke, memo- 
rializes, expressing his lamentations on the 
decease of his late Majesty, the intelligence 
of which reached him at his home on the 
24th January. After a panegyric on the 
virtues of the deceased sovereign, he re- 
quests permission to visit Peking to 
present himself before the Throne, as he 
did in 1865.—Rescript granting the 
request. 

(2) The Governor of Hupeh memorializes, 
denouncing the acting Magistrate of the 
District of Hien-féng for sundry acts of 
corrupt conduct and perversion of 
justice into a means of extortion. A 
rescript, stripping the offender of his rank, 
has already appeared. 

March 9th.—No documents of import- 


ance, 

March 10th.—(1) A Decree in reply 
toa memerial by the Assistant Hanlin 
reader Pao-t’ing, who has admonished their 
Majesties the Empresses with his views 
respecting the control of the eunuchs of 
the palace and economy in the expenses of 
the household. In reply it is observed 
that the memorialist’s warning is dictated 
by a praiseworthy desire to prevent the 
possible growth of evils, and that as 


regards the eunuchs, it has been fully 
recognized by successive sovereigns that 
not the smallest approach to freedom can 
be allowed to this class of persons. On 
the subject of household expenditure, the 
Comptrollers will be enjoined to adjust 
their outlay to the regulated income of the 
Privy Purse, and not to make unjustifiable 
applications for extra subsidies from the 
general revenue. 

(2) The Governor of Cheh-kiang memo- 
rializes requesting that the name of Yang 
En-shu, Magistrate of the Shan-yin 
District, may be removed from the official 
list under that heading, owing to 
prolonged absence from his post. The 


82 


Magistrate, having been recommended for - 


nomination to this office, was required by 
the Board to proceed to Peking for 
presentation to the Emperor, after which 
he was to return to his post on probation 
only. Having left Cheh-kiang in July 
1871 for the purpose of proceeding to 
Peking, he has never returned ; and it has 
been ascertained on enquiry that he has 
purchased a certificate of rank as Taotai 
from a sale-of-titles office in Hunan. 
Having failed, however, to pay up the 
extra amount required from him to make 
good his want of a recommendation for 
promotion from his actual superiors, the 
Board has refused to confirm his new 
rank, and likewise to discharge him from 
duty in Chéhkiang. It is now requested 
that, as he has absented himself for such a 
length of time from duty, his office may 
be declared vacant, in order that another 
appointment be made.—Granted by re- 
script. 

(3) In a supplementary memorial, the 
same Governor reports the appointment of 
the late Magistrate of Chu-ki to act as 
Magistrate of T’ien-t’ai, vice Ting Shu- 
liang, removed from office—(probably in 
consequence of the late rising in that 
district). 

March 11th.—(1) A Decree. A memo- 
rial has been received from Tso Tsung- 
t’ang, Governor-General of Shensi and 
Kansuh, &c., who requests that a Taotai 
be stripped of his rank and excluded for 
ever from the public service, as well as 
that a penalty be inflicted upon himself. 


Ho Yiian-tain {a IL +, Intendant of 


the An-suh circuit, was an official who had 
already been denounced for misconduct, 
when T'so Tsung-t’ang memorialized in his 
favour, soliciting restoration of his original 
rank and his appointment as acting Taotai 
of the above-named circuit. Notwith- 
standing this, the official in question, so 
far from shewing repentance and a desire 
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to atone for the past, has thrown obstacles: 
in the way of public business, manifesting 
conduct the most unworthy, deceitful, and 
devoid of principle. Let him be stripped 
of his rank, and excluded for ever from: 
re-employment. In summoning to_ his 
headquarters, without due cause, an official: 
of bad character, already stripped of his! 
rank, Tso T'sung-t’ang himself has com-: 
mitted a fault not easily excusable. 
Let his name be handed to the Board, for 
decision as to a penalty. 

(2) The assistant Reader of the Grand 
Secretariat, Kwang-an, memorializes eub- 
mitting his views with respect to the 
recently declared succession tu the Throne.: 
He submits that, whereas it is true that: 
the servants of the State are not called 
upon to meddle with the Sovereign’s pre- 
rogative in the adoption of an heir, yet it 
appears to him that, where some trifling 
modification suggests itself as desirable, 
after the satisfactory conclusion of au 
arrangement of the kind, it behoves a 
Minister not to remain silent. After re- 
ferring to the lamented decease of his late 
Majesty, and extolling the wisdom and 
foresight with which the two Empresses 
have caused an heir to the Throne to be 
adopted, with the proviso that his Majesty’s 
future son shall become adoptive heir to 
the deceased Emperor, the memorialist 
thinks it his duty to refer to an analogous 
case which has struck him, in the history 
of the Sung dynasty. ‘ai Tsu, the 
founder of that line (A.D. 960-975), trans-' 
mitted the succession to his younger 
brother, in obedience to the command of 
his mother, instead of making his son his: 
heir (the arrangement being that T’ai Tsu’si 
son should succeed on the death of T’ai 
Tsung, the second sovereign.) Subse- 
quently, however, by the solitary advice 
of Chao Tain, T’ai Tsung named his own 
son a8 his successor, in lieu of his nephew 
(the rightful claimant of the Throne.): 
Objections innumerable were the result of 
this departure from the rule prescribed by 
the Empress mother of T’ai Tsu. Tf, 
at the time, her Majesty had commanded 
her decree to be inscribed ona tablet of 


iron GRAS, thus constituting a patent 
immovable as the Nine Tripods of Yui or 
as the T’ai Shan itself, the counsel of Chao 
Tsin would have been powerless to interfere 
with it. The memorialist now recommends 
that, to guard against any possible de- 
parture from the declared will of their 
Majesties in the course of future years, 
the great assembly of Princes, Nobles, 
Ministers, and heads of departments be 
convened to decide on the preparation of » 


tablet of iron to record for ever their Ma- 
jesties’ decree. (for rescript severely re- 
primanding Kwang-an for his presumptuous 
intermeddling, see Gazette of Feb. 21st.) 

March 12th.—This day’s Gazette is 
wholly occupied with the memorial by the 
Censor Wang Chao-lan, urging financial, 
civil service, and army reform, a full ab- 
stract of which has already been given, with 
the rescript, in the Gazette of Feb. 23rd. 

March 13th.—(Court Circular). Kwei- 
ts’ing, Vice-President of the Board of 
Works at Moukden, had audience on his 
arrival at Peking. (N.B.—This is the 
official lauded by the Censor Li Hung-mu, 
in his memorial published on the 23rd 
February, for his uprightness while acting 
as Comptroller of the Household, in 
contradistinction to Kwei-pao and Wén-si, 
the officials whose degradation was granted 
by rescript to the memorial in question). 

(1) The Governor of Chéhkiang memo- 
rializes applying fur a memorial structure 
in honour of an aged lady of the province, 
who has seen seven generations living and 
who has, herself included, five generations 
of her family living at present day. The 
lady in question, now 83 years of age, has 
three sons, thirteen grandsons, seven 
great-grandsons, and two  great-great- 
grandsons. The application, acoompanied 
by a copy of the genealogical register, is 
referred to the Board of Ceremonies. 

(2) The same Governor applies for saho- 
tion to the resumption of a payment of 
eight taels per annum out of the public 
funds for the maintenance of Spring and 
Autumn sacrifices in honour of a President 
of the Board of War under the Ming 
dynasty, named Hu She-ning, who aided 
in suppressing the formidable revolt 
of Prince Chén Hao (in A.D. 1519). A 
temple in his honour was erected at the 
district city of Jéu-ho, but during the 
rebellion, when the records were lost and 
affairs fell into confusion, the accustomed 
sacrifices were suspended. 

(3) The same Governor reports an 
engagement which took place in August 
last, on the coast of Chéhkiang, close to the 
border of Fuhkien, with some piratical 
junks which had been chased up from the 
South. The Imperial war-junks, under 
the command of the Acting-Brigadier of 
Wén-chow, aided by a steam-gunboat, fell 
in with the pirates near Koh-sien Ao, and 
having obtained the weather-gage during 
the prevalence of a furious gale of wind, 
bore down upon them and opened fire 
with their heavy guns. Two of the pirate- 
junks were sunk, as well as one of their 
boats, a great number of the piratical 
crews being thus sent to the bottom, and 
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the crew of the remaining three-master, 
finding the odds against them, put their 
helm about and ran the junk ashore. The 
pirates, having taken to the hills, were 
hotly pursued by a landing party from the 
Imperial squadron, and a great number 
perished by falling over precipices in their 
flight. Thirteen prisoners were taken, 
and twenty-four heads were brought in 
from the scene of action. Onboard the 
piratical junk five imprisoned persons were 
found and liberated. Honours are solicited 
on behalf of the officers and soldiers who 
achieved this exploit, 

March 14th._{1) A Decree, appointing 
a commission of high officials, with the 
Grand Secretary Pao-ytin as President, 
to supervise the drawing up of the history 


(R FH Veritable Record) of the late 
Emperor’s reign. 

(2) A Decree. Let Kwei-ts’ing AE Tit 
be transferred to the post of second Vice- 
President of the Board of Works, with 
charge of the Coinage department, Let 
Na-jén Ww f= be transferred to fill the 
post of Vice-President of the Board of 
Works at Moukden. (N.B.—With re- 
ference to Kwei-ta’ing, see. Gazette of 13th 
inst.) 

(3) A memorial, by Liang Séng-pao, 
Sub-Director of the Court of Literary 
Record, urging certain modifications in the 
system at present pursued in the revision 
of examination essays, 

March 16th._{1) A Decree, ordering 
that the jail-warden of the Wei district, in 
Chihli, be stripped of his rank, and made 
a prisoner for trial, in consequence of 
the escape of certain prisoners under his 
charge. 

(2) The Presidents of the Board of War 
memorialize, forwarding a memorial lodged 
in their hands for presentation by the 


. titular Secretary of the Board, Wei Kang, 


which they have duly examined and 
found free from objectionable expres- 
sions. The memorialist, referring to 
the Empresses’ decree inviting counsel, 
has to request that the Governments 
of all the Provinces be called upon to 
institute measures of reform of the civil 
administration. He begins his homily 
with the following chain of argument: It 
is [proverbially] the people who are the 
foundation of the State. Ifthe foundation 
be secure, the prevalence of good govern- 
ment may be looked for. The means of 
sustenance are [proverbially] the people’s 
Heaven. If Heaven be in harmonious 


accord 74] [with the remaining constituents 


of the universe], then years of plenty may 
be counted on. But let grasping and 
heartless officials hold the reins of power, 
and outcries of complaining be heard on 
high, then Heaven will not be in harmo- 
nious accord. Let the State be wanting 
in upright and virtuous servants, then 
calamity and woe will again and again be 
experienced, and the foundation will in 
consequence be disturbed. To dissipate 
the visitations of Heaven, mankind must 
be in harmonious accord; and whoso 
would protect the interests of the people, 
must make the civil administration pure. 
Thus it was in the days of old, anda 
survey of the existing condition of affairs 
shews the same to be more than ever an 
urgent necessity. In the memorialist’s 
humble opinion, the corruption of the civil 
service throughout the Empire has reached 
in recent years its extreme development. 
The causes of this may be classed under 
eight heads. Here follows a categorical 
enumeration of the evils the memorialists 
would expose, which are as follows :— 
1. Laxity in the system of admission into 
the public service. 2. Extravagance in 
dress, entertainments, and establishments. 
3. The facility with which acting-appoint- 
ments and temporary incumbencies are 
conferred on expectants of office, without 
regard to their character or fitness, and 
often as s& means of extricating the 
nominee from debt. 4, The system of 


* indemnifying” a 1 officials, who have 


held for some time unproductive appoint- 
ments, by transferring them to more 
lucrative posts. 5. The suppression of the 
regulation system of advancement in the 
public service (viz., through the literary 
examinations), by the lavish employment 
of patronage. 6. The wide extension of 
the purchase system as an avenue to sub- 
atantive rank ; its original and harmless 
intention being the bestowal of mere titles. 
7. The abuse of the recommendation 
system, by which means many worthless 
persons obtain advancement. 8. Neglect 
on the part of the higher authorities to 
scrutinize with sufficient care the compe- 
tency of expectant officials, before confer- 
ring positions of trust upon them.—The 
above constitutes the list of accusations 
which the memorialists have to bring against 
the civil service. The only proposal, with 
a view to reform, is that a fresh hortatory 
decree be issued to the Provincial Govern- 
ments, who are accordingly called upon to 
reform existing abuses. 


March 16th.—(1) A Decree, granting the 
request of P’an Wei, the Financial Com- 
missioner of Fuhkien, for permission to 
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retire from the service on the score of ill 
health. He is succeeded by the Judicial 
Commissioner, Pao-héng, whose place is 
taken by Kwoh Sung-tao, now at Peking. 

(2) A Decree, stating that, in the present 
year, military inspections are due in the 
provinces of Chihli, Shansi, Shensi, Sze- 
ch’wan, and Kansuh. The Governors. 
General, or Governors of these provinces, 
including Li Hung-chang and Tso Tsung. 
t’ang, are severally commanded to hold 
these inspections in person. 

(3. and 4) Memorials by the Court of 
Censvurate, forwarding two appeals in mur. 
der cases, from natives of the province of 
Chihli—one with reference to the assassi- 
nation of a peasant in a village squabble, 
the other the complaint of the widow of a 
petty military officer, who denounces her 
brother-in-law for the alleged murder of 
her husband and son, and for indirectly 
causing the suicide of her son’s wife. The 
authorities, she implies, are in league to} 
deny her justice, and she especially charges| 
the district Magistrate of Tientsin with: 


endeavours to hush up the case. Referred: 
in the usual manner. 
March 17th.—(1) A Decree. The Cen- 


sor Wang Chao-lan memorializes, re- 

presenting that an excessive mortality takes 

place among the prisoners in the Board of 

Punishments, and requesting that pending; 
arrears be disposed of. Inasmuch as the. 
system of incarceration is a question affect- 

ing the lives of the people, injunctions 

have been repeatedly been laid upon the 

Board to dispose of pending cases with due: 
diligence; and it is scandalous, indeed,: 
that no less than ten deaths from exhaus-, 
tion should have taken place in one month, ; 
during the period when the Censor was 

acting, the month before last, as visitor of 

the prison. Let the chief authorities of 

the Board at once prescribe a limit of time: 
within which all cases before them, whether | 
already adjudicated or still undetermined, | 
shall be definitely disposed of, in order. 
that there may be no further delay. Com-: 
passionate regard should likewise at all 

times be extended to the prisoners in 
custody, and the jailers be stringently ' 
prohibited against shewing them ill-treat- 

ment. It is imperative that all abuses be 
done away with. in furtherance of the 

sovereign’s determination that wisdom and 

sedulous care ehall direct the administration 

of justice. 

March 18th.—(1)—A decree, expressing 
the Imperial regrets on receipt of intel- 
ligence of the decease of Tu-hing-ah, 
Military Governor of Shéngking. A trusty: 
and devoted public servant, he distin-' 
guished himself in former years by his| 


{ military achievements in the operations 
t against the rebels in the central and 
» North-western provinces; and having lately 
x asked for leave of absence owing to the 
# state of his health, it was hoped that 
che might be restored to strength and 
} long continue one of the supports of 
: the State. Posthumous distinctions are 
» decreed in his favour, all penalties re- 
2 corded against his name during life are 
4 remitted, a grant of Tls. 1,000 for his 
funeral expenses is ordained, and his son 
; and grandson are to be presented to the 
s Throne in due time. 
x  (2)—A Decree. Let Ts’ung-shih ( Presi- 
; dent of the Board of Punishments) become 
, acting Military Governor of Shéng-King. 
¢ On his arrival at Moukden, let Chih-ho 
| hand over charge to him. 
1 March 19th.—The whole of to-day’s 
« Gazette is occupied with a memorial from 
' the Governor of Kwangtung, on the pro- 
» ceedings in a murder case. Three indivi- 
y duals of the family name of Siao had 
; murdered six of their relatives in a most 
¢ ruthless manner, in consequence of dis- 
putes about some land. The ringleader 
( had escaped and was alleged to have 
‘committed suicide, and it was stated that 
jj his body had been devoured by wild 
; beasts. One of the two remaining delin- 
j quents has been executed, and the second 
is kept in prison to serve as a witness in 
case the efforts made to apprehend 
the missing ringleader should prove suc- 
cessful, 

March 20th. — The Governor-General of 
Chihli reports the issue of proceedings in a 
; case of appeal by inhabitants of the 
; department of Tsun-hwa, on the ground of 
, irregularities in the exaction of feudal 
service. The facts of the case are as 
follows:—The Imperial mausolea lie within 
the department in question, and as two 
Government posting stations are included 
within its limits, the service requirements 
; are of an onerous nature. ‘The grass 
required (for fodder) is supplied by the 
population of the district, the amount 
being 1,364,300 catties in ordinary years, 
and 1,470,420 catties in intercalary years, 
for which payment is made at the rate of 
| one standard cash per catty. The actual 
, grass is delivered by the villages which lie 

within a cunvenient distance from the mau- 
 80lea ; whilst in the case of those more 

remotely situated, acommutation is paid in 
, at the rate of 4 cash for each catty deliver- 
able, inclusive of the one cash payable by 
; Government on account of the grass. 
y The payment for each 100 catties 
, at the above rate is estimated as equiva- 
, lent to two tiao (490 cash of local currency.) 
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A sum of Taels 264 is, moreover, raised 
periodically, by assessment, among the in- 
habitants, to meet certain charges in con- 
nection with the examinations. The vil- 
lagers are bound, in addition, to furnish 
39 large’carts, whenever required, for the 
transport of materials for the public works 
at the mausolea. Complaints lodged at 
Peking, accusing the local authorities of 
oppressive action in the collection of 
these assessments, have led to the present 
enquiry. The prime mover in the affair 
is declared guilty of misrepresentation 
and falsehood, and sentenced to the miti- 
gated penalty of 100 blows and deporta- 
tion for three years. At the same time, 
after making all allowances for the neces- 
sities of the position of the authorities, 
whose revenue from land-tax is extremely 
small, whilst their liabilities for Govern- 
ment service are heavy, so that the fodder 
assessment is their principal resource, it 
is nevertheless improper that additions 
should be made to the amount levied. 
The Governor-General decided that 390 
cash shall henceforward be struck off the 
amount payable per 100 catties as above 
mentioned, and some other slight reduc- 
tions made in the public burdens. 

March 21st.—The Governor-General of 
Chihli, Li Hung-chang, memorializes, sup- 
porting the request of the Taotai Ting 
Show-ch’ang for leave to return to his 
home, to complete his three years’ period 
of mourning. On returning from Peking 
to Paouting Fu, on the 6th February, the 
Governor-General found an application 
from Ting Show-ch’ang awaiting him, in 
which this request was preferred, in 
fulfilment of the duties of filial mourning. 
The Governor-General states that, since the 
year 1862, the ex-Taotai has served under 
his orders, as a leader of braves, in various 
campaigns against the rebels ; and having 
been appointed acting Taotai of Tientsin 
in 1870, just as disturbances had occurred 
between the people and the [Roman 
Catholic] converts, his action in soothing 
the troubled state of the public mind and 
in enforcing order was equally marked by 
firmness and benevolence. After being 
confirmed inthe post he held, his exertions, 
during years of distress from inundations, 
earned for him grateful acknowledgments 
on every side. His father’s death having 
occurred in November last, he firmly with- 
stood the Governor-General’s proposal that, 
after escorting the remains to his native 
place for interment, he should return to 
Chihli to hold an unattached appointment ; 
and the Governor-General, consequently, 
unwilling to run counter to his filial 
sentiments, negatived, in due official form, 


. 


the solicitation presented to him by a 
large body of the notables and elders of 
‘Tientsin, who petitioned for his retention 
there. Subsequently, however, a special 
decree was received, sanctioning the 
employment of ‘Ting Show-ch’ang on 
unattached duty in Chihli, after the expiry 
of the 100 days’ deep mourning, with the 
proviso that this should not be construed 
as a precedent in future cases of the kind ; 
and at the Governor-General’s audience of 
leave on the 2nd February last, their 
Majesties the Empresses condescended to 
‘ enquire respecting the favourable reports 
which had reached them concerning Ting 
Show-ch’ang, as a public servant. The 
Governor-General, in reply, stated the 
actual facts of the case. Having now 
received ‘his application for leave to retire 
to his native place with his father’s remains, 
and to fulfil the three years’ period of 
mourning, the Governor-General feels 
bound to lay it before the Throne.—Re- 
script: We have already sanctioned the 
application of the Board of Civil Office, 
requesting that he be not required to 
remain on duty in Chihli. (Note.—This 
terminates the curious contest between the 
desire of the Governor-General to retain 
by his side a trusted assistant, and the 
imperative rule entailing retirement from 
office on the death of a parent, which has 
given rise to a spirited contest between 
different members of the Censorate. See 
Gazettes of Feb. 21st and 23rd, and March 
1st. Orthodoxy has satisfactorily trium- 
phed over innovation in the present 
instance). 

March 22nd.—(1) A Decree. LetShao 
Héng-yii be permitted, in accordance with 
his request, to retire from his office as 
Governor of Shensi, on the greund of ill 


health., Let Tséng Kwoh-ts’iian ge Spas 
( brother of the late Tséng Kwoh-fan ) 
succeed to the vacant post. 

(2)—A memorial by the Governor-Gene- 
ral and Governor of Fuhkien recommend- 
ing, for appointment to the vacant post of 
Prefect of Ts’iian-chow Fu, the present 
Prefect of Yen-p’ing Fu, named Sii Chén- 


yao RE, aged 39, a native of 


Peking, who is selected as combining all 
the requirements which are called for in 
the laborious and difficult post in question. 
Having the port of Amoy within his juris- 
diction, with its foreign commercial rela- 
tions, the Prefect’s duties in the way of 
enforcing order and at the same time 
maintaining a soothing sway are especially 
important.—Rescript : Referred for the 
consideration of the Board of Civil Office. 
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(3) The Governor of Chehkiang memo. 
rializes, reporting the result of commission: 
appointed to aurvey the works of restora 
tion required for the government postroa‘ 
and bridges in the Province, which hav: 
fallen into dilapidation in consequence oi 
the rebellion. ‘Detailed particulars ar: 
given with respect to different sections 0 
the work declared as necessary, the im. 
portance of which to the trading com: 
munity is at the same time referred to. 
The estimates for repairs to roadways and 
bridges are given as in ‘‘foreign money ” 
(an unusual feature), and the total state’ 
ment amounts to Mexican dollars 66,970, 
beside cash 34,160 thousands, exclusive oi 
cost of piles and the purchase of land for 
the excavation of soil for filling-in, whict’ 
it is difficult to estimate in advance. There, 
being no funds available from othe. 
sources, it is proposed that the necessary 
amounts be disbursed in the first instanc: 
from the li-kin revenue, to be made gooi 
hereafter from any surplus funds that may 
accrue, and it is requested that the Pro. 
vincial Government may be exempted fron 
the requirement of sending in detailed 
accounts for audit at Peking.—Rescript: 
Let the Board of Revenue take note, 


March 23rd.—The Governor-General Ts 
Tsung-t’ang memorializes, reporting the 
facts elicited on an enquiry held into the 
conduct of the late acting Magistrate oi: 
the Yii-mén district, who-was accused oi 
levying a surreptitious tax on the opiun, 


poppy x, ie KA RR. Although — the 
Magistrate himself contended that all he’ 
had done was to issue a proclamation 
warning the people that he would impos: 
a fine on any future cultivation of the 
poppy, having discovered on his accession 
to office that the cultivators had gathered 
in their crop for the year, and being fear. 
ful lest they should plant for another 
harvest,—it is evident that he is merelr 
seeking to escape under cover of a mis-; 
representation of the actual facts ; and the: 
Governor-General asks that he be stripped 
of his rank in order that he may be. 
regularly brought to trial.—Granted by' 
rescript. 

March 24th.—The Governor-General Tso 
Tsung-t’ang memorializes, denouncing an 
officer of the rank of Taotai, named Ho 
Yiian-tsin, whom, after he had been 
degraded for improper conduct in 1868, at 
the instance of the Governor-General of 
Hu Kwang, he took under his orders on 
the recommendation of that high funce., 
tionary. A military command was given: 
him, and after a time the restoration of his! 


original rank was solicited of His Majesty. 
ELaving been appointed acting Taotai of 
the An-Suh Intendantship, with the special 
function of providing for the military 
requirements of General Si Chan-piao’s 
force, when operating against Suh-chow, 
Ho Yiian-tsin not only altogether neglected 
this duty, but actually threw every 
possible difficulty in the way of the 
commander he was required to support. 
The Governor-General confesses, witha 
feeling of mortification, that he has been 
mistaken in his estimate of the delinquent’s 
capacity, as an officer suited for frontier 
service, and requests that be stripped of 
his rank and office, a8 also that he himself 
be adjudged a penalty for employing an 
improper person. (For rescript see Ga- 
zette of 11th inst.) 

March 25th.—No documents of import- 
ance. 

March 26th.—The Governor of Shensi, 
Shao Héng-yii, memorializes reporting the 
penalties allotted to certain petty officials 
for their participation in a gambling party, 
the result of which was the "suicide of one 
of their number, as previously recounted 
last year. 

March 27th.—(1) A Decree. Her 
Majesty the Empress Kia Shun, from the 
time when in the 11th year of the reign 
T’ung Che (1872) she became consort to 
His Majesty now departed, to be the 
mistress of the Imperial halls, showed her- 
self a pattern of virtuous demeanour in 
the purity and diligence, the gentleness 
and affability, by which she was distin- 
guished. She waited upon their Majesties 
the two Empresses Dowager with deference 
and a willing mind, rejoicing in the 
manifestation of a filial devotion 
which was never interrupted. When 
called upon, in the twelfth moon of last 
year, to lament the departure upon the 
Dragon of His Majesty the late Emperor 
to be a guest on high, Her grief was 80 
excessive that it took the proportions of a 
fatal illness. This day, to our most pro- 
found distress, at the hour of four a.m., 
She has departed this life. Let She-toh, 
Prince of Li, Wang Ts’ing-li, the Pre- 
sident of the Board of Ceremonies, Kw’ei- 
ling, Comptroller of the Household, and 
| Kwei-ts’ing, Vice-President of the Board 
of Works, arrange with reyerence the 
'funereal rites. Let the proper depart- 
‘ments attend according to precedent to all 
other ceremonies befitting the occasion. 

(2) A Decree in the name of the two 
Empresses, expressing their profound 
‘sorrow at the calamity which has occurred 
ae unexpectedly, in the decease of Her 
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Majesty the Empress Kia Shun, before 
even the hundred days of mourning for 
her late Imperial consort have expired. 
Her Majesty’s remains are to be tempo- 
rarily deposited in the Show K’ang Kung 
(a building within the palace), until a time 
be fixed for their removal to the Yung En 
Tien (in the park where the remains of 
the late Emperor are temporarily reposing. ) 
The Prince of Kung is directed to join the 
commission appointed for the arrangement 
of the funereal rites. 

(3) A Decree, expressing the imperial 
sorrow on receipt of intelligence of the 
decease of the Governor-General of the 
Yellow River, K’iao Suug-nien. 

(4).— A Decree appointing Tséng Kwoh- 


ts’iin + AS to.the vacant post of 


Governor-General of the Yellow River. 
The vacancy as Governor of Shen-si is to 
be filled by the promotion of the provin- 
cial Commissioner of Finance, T’an Chung- 


lin, a SE B- 

March 28th.—(Court Circular). The 
Prince of Ch’un and his colleagues paid 
their respects on their return from the 
Western Mausolea. 

(1).—Liu Kw’én-yih, Governor of 
Kiangsi and acting Governor-General of the 
two Kiang, memorializes acknowledging 
with humble thanks his appointment to act 
in the vacancy caused by the retirement of 
Li Tsung-hi. In a strain of profuse self- 
depreciation, the newly appointed dignitary 
declares his unfitness for the post he is 
called npon to occupy, immediately after 
he has himself asked leave to retire for a 
time from public employ for the recovery 
of his health. He proposes proceeding 
to his new post at Nanking by steamer, 
leaving Kiukiang on the 23rd February, 

(2) The same functionary memorializes— 
ona date previous to that of the above 
—requesting leave to retire from the service 
on the ground of continued ill-health. 
He is not yet fifty years of age, and has 
still a right to look forward to a long lif-, 
during which he trusts, so soon as his 
health is restored, to be able to discharge 
anew his duty to the State, 


March 29th.—(1) A Decree, appointing 


Wén-che Ll 1G (Superintendent of the 
Imperial Manufactory at Hangchow), to 
the post of Taotai of Yen-p’ing circuit in 
Shansi. 

(2) A decree of the two Empresses, 
adopting the recommendation of the Prince 
of Kung and his colleagues in favour 
of a site for the Mausoleum of his 
late Majesty. The only suitable spot 


discovered is a piece of gronnd near the 
Eastern Hills, which is accordingly to 
be adopted, with the designation Hwei 


Ling iN BB. (N.B.—In selecting the 


Eastern Hills as the site for the interment 
of his late Majesty, the usage in force 
since the foundation of the present 
dynasty is interrupted. Each deceased 
sovereign has hitherto been interred at 
either the Kastern or the Weatern Hills, 
situated at a distance of about 100 miles 
from Peking on either side, in alternate 
order, The late Emperor, in accordance 
with this system, should have been inter- 
red at the Western Hills ; butitis reported 
that ou his Majesty’s state visit thither 
last year, he expressed a strony dislike to 
the neighbourhood). 

(3) The Governor-General of Chihli 
memorializes denouncing the authorities 
responsible in the case of an escape of 
seven prisoners from the jail of the Wei 
district, of whom three were under sen- 
tence of death for homicide, and four 
others awaiting trial. According to the 
statement of the jailers, they con- 
trived to wrench off their fetters, and 
break out of their cages while the jailers 
were sleeping. ‘The sub-assistant Magis- 
trate or jailwarden has been stripped of 
his office by rescript, and ordered to be 
placed on trial. 

(4) Liu Kw’én-yih, Governor of Kiangsu, 
reports in a postscript Memorial, that 
toward the close of last year he sent up a 
memorial beseeching leave to retire from 
the service on the ground of continued 
infirmities, which, with a number of other 
memorials on provincial business, was 
handed over to one of his couriers named 
Wang Chan-kw’ei, together with a despatch 
addressed to the Memorial Presentation 
Office, for transmission to Peking. The 
courier has now returned, and made 
report to the effect that as he rode post- 
haste to Peking he encountered heavy 
storms of rain and snow, which com- 
pletely drenched his effects. As he pro- 
ceeded day and night, he did not pay 
proper attention to the circumstances, and 
when he reached Peking, although the 
box containing the memorials had been 
protected by its many folds of oiled paper 
from suffering injury, he discovered that 
the covering despatch had got soaked and 
had been reduced to a state of pulp by the 
motion on horseback. He consequently 
handed over the box of memorials to the 
Kiangsi Courier Office for safe keeping, 
and hastened back to the province to make 
report. The Gavernor states that the 
messenger has been flogged for his care- 
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lessness, and is sent back with all spe 
with a duplicate of the despatch. Owin 
to this miscarriage of his application fo 
leave to retire, the Governor, although hit 
rheumatic affection of the muscles stil 
causes him great suffering, feels bound to 
obey the commands received in the interi 
and to proceed tu take up his post, ill w 
he is, as acting Governor-General 4 
Nanking. 

March 30th.—(1) TheCensor Wang Chav: 
lan memorializes, stating that, wheu takin;; 
his turn of duty last month as visitor ot 
the Board of Punishments, he found thay 
no less than ten of the inmates died durin, 
that single period; and that, on holdings 
his inquest (or inspection) on the remains: 
he invariably found the bodies to presen: 
the most lamentable appearances of emacia: 
tion, being in fact simply skeletons. a 
explanation given by the jailers was thai 
the deceased had been long confined in th¢ 
prison. The Censor was informed that ni! 
small number of the prisoners were ill, and 
the state of affairs he witnessed caused hit: 
great distress. He would observe that the 
* Yih-King” contains a text enjoining ou 
the virtuous ruler ‘‘ wise precaution in the 
infliction of penal discipline.” This should 
be the unalterable rule for those to whos 
charge prisoners are entrusted ; and it is; 
on these grounds that stringent rules exist, 
limiting the time within which judicia.. 
cases must be disposed of. The rules ar: 
not, however, ‘strictly observed, owin; 
to an increase in recent years in tlw 
number of cases before the tribunal, and 
the consequence is a perpetually in- 
creasing number of prisoners. The effects 
of starvation and cold, superadded to the. 
torture undergone judicially, cause the in- 
mates of the prison to fall ready victims 
to any epidemic that may break out ; and 
the result is that, while on the one hand 
criminals of the deepest guilt escape, by 
death, the public infliction of the penalty vi 
the law, others, whose offences are not of 
a capital nature, succumb tothe same fate 
in the midst of their fetters. The Censor 
would entreat that injunctions be laid 
upon the authorities of the Board of 
Punishments to use greater despatch iu 


“disposing of the cases before them, and at 


the same time to exercise a vigilant care 
in the issue of rations and clothing, and iu 
preventing malversation in this respect. 
The jailers and others should be stringently 
prohibited from the practice of cruelty 
or extortion toward the prisoners. (For 
rescript see Gazette of 17th instant.) 

(1) The Governor of Kiangsu memori- 
alizes, reporting the despatch of the first 
detachment of the grain-junks for Tientain. : 


‘The measures adopted for the shipment 
‘by sea of the entire contingent of first 


and second quality rice » pase 


‘due on account of the 1874 collection, from 
‘the prefectures of Soochow, Sung-kiang, 
‘Ch’ang-chow, Chén-kiang, and T’ai-ts’ang, 
‘including the rice purchased from the 
‘amount collected in money in the two dis- 
tricts of Tan-yang and Kin-t’an in Chén- 
_kiang Fu, have already been reported. 
‘The Governor has now to state that the 
‘requisite number of junks have been 
chartered by the transportion office, and 
the grain, as forwarded to Shanghai, has 
‘at once been loadedon board. The opera- 
‘tion has been completed as regards the 
‘first detachment of junks, numbering 180 
“sail, which have received a total lading of 
+333,594 piculs of rice, with an extra sur- 
plusage allowance of 28,127 piculs. All 
| inspections having been held, the squadron 
‘left Shanghai on the 25th February, drop- 
‘ping down to Ts’ung-ming, there to await 
/a favourable wind. In addition to the 
‘above-named amount, 100,000 piculs of 
‘ vice, with 8,000 piculs extra waste allow- 
‘ance, have been handed over to the China 
Merchants’ Steam Navigation Company 
*for transmission, A steam gunboat from 
“the Shanghai Arsenal has been detailed to 
‘convoy the junk squadron and expedite 
‘its movements, 
(3) ‘he Governor of Kiangsu further 
‘ memorializes, presenting the solicitation 
“of P’an Wei, Financial Commissioner of 
| Fuhkien, on leave at his home, to retire 
from the service on the ground of ill-health. 
, (Granted by rescript). 


: March i1st.—(Court Circular). The 
’ Board of Astronomers presented a copy 
: of the Tables of Calculations for the 


. Eclipse. (N.B.—The ‘Jih Shih T’u "A 
4 h faq] is a pamphlet drawn up in 
" Chinese and Manchu, setting forth the 
“calculations for the eclipse of April 
6th for Peking, each of the provincial 
, capitals of the Empire, and the capitals 
“of Anam and Corea. Each of these 
| occupies a separate page, together with 
38 diagram shewing the extent of ob- 
; curation of the solar disk, accompanied by 

; & scale of measurement. "The calculations 

are avowedly based on the “Su Li Tsing 

, Yin” or Imperial cyclopeedia of Mathema- 

tics and Astromony, published at the 

, beginning of the 18th century). 

{ (1) A decree ordaining that the great 
Council of State do deliberate with refer- 
ence to the posthumous title to be con- 
: ferred on her Majesty, the empress Kia 
y Shun. 
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(2) The Governor of Yiinnan memo- 
rializes reporting the amount of contribu- 
tions by the people of the Province during 
the years of rebellion, upon which a 
request for increase in the number of ex- 
amination degrees is based. Between the 
years 1856 and 1873, both inclusive, the 
total to be credited to popular contribu- 
tions for the expenses of trainbands and 
local irregulars, amounts to Taels 
8,023,442.2.4. In addition to this an 
amount under the head of li-kuh 


has been contributed in rice to the extent 
of 2,726,474 piculs, the official value of 
which is rated at one Tael per picul. The 
actual total to be credited to the province 
under the head of voluntary contributious 
is therefore Taels 10,749,623.2.4. Ac- 
cording to the rule established in 1853, for 
every Tis. 10,000 contributed in any 
province, an addition was to be allowed of 
one civil and one military degree at a 
triennial examination, and for every Taels 
30,000 thus contributed the addition was 
to be made perpetual. Similar advantages 
were conceded to departments and districts 
for their respective contributions, In 
conformity with the tenor of successive 
regulations, it is now requested that an 
addition in perpetuity of ten degrees, 
both civil and military, be made to the 
limit assigned for the provincial examin- 
ations, and of from 110 to 115 similar 
degrees to the various district examin- 
ations.—(Referred by rescript for decision 
by the proper Board.) 

(3) The Prince of Kung and his col- 
leagues of the Grand Council memorialize, 
reporting the appointment of Féng-k wang- 


yiin ASH 5 A;))} a titular Secretary of the 


Board of Punishments and supernumerary 
Secretary of the Grand Council, to fill a 
vacancy as Secretary on the establishment, 
caused by the retirement of Shao Wén-hii, 
who goes into mourning. 

April 1st.—Chih-ho, Civil Governor of 
Féng-t’ien Fu, memorializes, reporting the 
decease of the Military Governor, Tu- 
hing-ah, which took place on the 9th March. 
On the previous day he had sent off a 
memorial, asking for sick leave, and had 
handed over the key of his seal of office to 
Chih-ho.” During his recent illness, his 
mind has been entirely concentrated on 
his duties, and especially occupied with 
the disturbances prevailing in the province. 
Not a single word has escaped him on 
affairs of a merely personal interest. The 
only member of his family with him at 
Moukden is his third son, who proposes to 
proceed with the remains of his father to 
the family home in the Amoor region. 
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Chih-ho adds that his compassion has been 
powerfully moved on finding that the 
Military Governor has died in very 
straitened circumstances. 

April 2nd.—The Captain-General of the 
Bordered Yellow Mongolian Banner me- 
morializes, requesting sanction to the 
adoption of an heir to a captain in the 
corps in question, who has died without 
issue. 

April 3rd.— (Court Circular.) The 
Prince of Ch’un and his colleagues received 
instructions on their departure for the 
Eastern Mausolea. 

The Grand Secretariat presented the 
memorial of the great State Assembly (on 
matters referred for deliberation.) 

She-tséng received instructions on his 
departure in charge of the ‘‘ golden coffin” 
of the Imperial concubine, Show P’in—of 
the seraglio of Hien Féng. 

The Governor-General and Governor of 
Fuhkien memorialize on the appointment 
of a Magistrate for the district of Féng- 
shan in Formosa. The former incumbent, 
Yen Ch’éng-i, is a man of great prudence 
and integrity, but somewhat wanting in 
breadth of mind, and it has been requested 
by the Taotai of T’ai-wan, in consequence 
of failure on the Magistrate’s part to deal 
suitably with foreign affairs, that he be 
exchanged with some other magistrate on 
the mainland. It is accordingly proposed 
that his late post at Féng-shan be filled by 
the present Magistrate of the Wu-p’ing 
district, named Téng Kia-shéng, aged 43, 
a native of Nanking. Yen Ch’éng, who is 
to exchange with him, is a native of 
Hunan, aged 36, a Kii-jén graduate, who 
was appointed to the Féng-shan district in 
1869, and removed from it in the following 
year (since which time he has probably 
been seeking the re-employment now to be 
given him. 

April 4—(1) A decree of the two Em- 
presses, directing the Imperial Board of 
Astronomers to select an auspicious day 
for turning the first sod at the site upon 
which the mausvleum of the late Emperor 
is to be constructed. Notice is thereupon 
to be given to the Prince of Ch’un and his 
colleagues, the Directors of the Works. 

(2) The Governor General of Sze-ch’ wan 
reports that on the expiration of his two 
months of sick congé he has resumed the 
active discharge of his duty, although still 
suffering under his old complaint. He feels 
bound not to think only of his own welfare, 
particularly at the present juncture, when 
the roads of the province are covered with 
the discharged irregulars who have been 
disbanded of late in Kweichow, and when 
trouble may be looked for on the part of 
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local banditti and roving ‘‘ braves,”’ at th: 
particular season when agriculture has n: 
employment to offer and food is scarce. 

(3) In a supplementary memorial th- 
same official forwards a report by th: 
colonel who had been sent to Sii-chow F: 
(on the upper Yangtsze, near the border «: 
Yiinnan), to quell the disturbances cause 
by a body of braves who had mutinied fo: 
their pay. He has disbanded 800 of their 
number and retained 1,200 with thei 
colours. He has further disbanded a forc: 
of 600 irregulars who were stationed on th: 
frontier. The colonel in question has been 
further authorized to enrol a body of 3t 
men as body-guards, for the more effectiv 
maintenance of his authority. On the 
application of another military commander. 
who has reported that his men were be 
coming impatient of their long service, ani 
were asking for their pay and discharge. 
600 Hunan irregulars have been further: 
disbanded. Since the Governor-Genera. 
has held office in Szech’wan, he adds, he: 
has disbanded no less than 50,000 men, 
and the great extent of territory for which 
he is answerable, together with the law. 
lessness encouraged by the proximity of. 
frontier tribes, makes stringent precautiou! 
continually necessary. 

April 5th—(1) A decree in reply to 3; 
memorial by the Governor of Shun-t’ieu: 
Fu, requesting an extension of the timo; 
during which the charitable relief agencies 
may be kept open. A further period of} 
two months is granted, and an allowance, 
of 200 piculs of millet is ordered to be! 
supplied, together with Taels 400 out of; 
the octroi revenue of the Ts’ung-wén: 
(Ha-ta) Gate. 

(2) The Governor of Shantung me- 
morializes representing that a district 
magistrate, lately deceased, named Liu 
Ying-lin, was a defaulter to the extent of 
Taels 5,040 under different headings in the , 
revenue for which he was accountable. | 
His family have given no heed to repeated | 
demands for the payment of this debt, 
and it is requested that he be post- 
humously stripped of his rank, and hie | 
late residence, both at his Magistracy and: 
his native place, be searched and all 
discoverable property escheated.—A re- 
script sanctioning this course has already | 
appeared. ! 

April 6th.- (1) A decree, referring to the ; 
bounty sanctioned by the usage of his: 
Majesty’s predecessors, in the way of | 
remissions of taxation, and commanding 
the Board of Revenue to examine and 
report on the measures of relief and exemp- 
tion that should be granted, in honour of 
his Majesty’s accession, and in fulfilment 








tof his loving desire for the welfare of his 
ispeople. 

t (2) Adecree. Li Hung-chang memori- 
ualizes requesting that the Taotai of Tien- 
stsin be commanded to repair to his post 
“without delay. Let Li Chao-t’ang, the 
Customs’ Taotai of Tientsin, who has 
snow returned to Kwantung (his native 
»province), be directed by the Governor- 
‘General and Governor to proceed without 
delay by sea to Tientsin, for the due dis- 
;;charge of his official duties. 

(3) The Governor of Yiinnan memori- 
alizes reporting the proceedings taken 
(respecting the murder of a civilian official. 
:;On the 18th November last, a report was 
, received by him from the Colonel of the 
*'Wei-yiian RB ig ia military division, 
“to the effect that on the 8th of that month 
t had been reported to him by a servant 


1 of Wang Sze-ki Efe Or sub-Prefect of 
“the Wei-yiian department (in the Pre- 
i fecture of Pu’-urh, in the extreme south of 
: Yiinnan), thathis master had been murdered 
i on the 28th Oct., bya band of malefactors 
:} who broke into the building where he was 
* lodging, at a place called Pao Mu Tsing, 
ii and in addition to despatching the sub- 

Prefect, wounded several of his retainers 
and carried off all his money and effects. 
1 As they retired from the place they were 
. pursued by the sergeant of the post, with 
the force under his command, but they 
« forced a passage to the mountains, killing 
« one of the soldiers of the pursuing force. 
1 On receipt of this report, the Governor 
i had to observe that many years have 
4 elapsed since the departmen: of Wei-yiian 
was recovered from rebel possession, and 
+ that no remnants of the insurgents were 
« any longer in existence there, so that a 
| searching enquiry into the causes which 
i could have led to so serious an affair as 
1: this, was urgently needful. The locality 
being nearly 2,000 li (650 miles) from the 
“ provincial capital, however, time did not 
i permit of sending a special commis- 
« sioner for this purpose ; and instructions 
‘| were consequently despatched post haste 
: to the Taotai of the southern circuit and 
the Brigadier commanding at P’u-urh, with 
other officials, to proceed with a military 
xi force at once to the spot, and institute 

enquiry and action in the matter. A 
t brevet Brigadier-General and a Lieuten- 
; ant-Colonel were at the same time sent 
from the provincial capital to codperate 
with them. ‘The place were the murder 
» took place was one of the localities con- 
taining salt-wells, situated among the 
mountains 1201i from the departmental 
town, and was provided with a kungso or 
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lodging-station for the convenience of 
officials when travelling or residing at the 
spot. Wang Sze-ki had taken up his 
abode there from the moment of his entry 
upon the appointment of sub-Prefect, and 
had occupied himself with supervision of 
the Salt-boiling works. On an inquest 
being held, his body was found covered 
with wounds, fourteen in number. The 
efforts of the authorities resulted in the cap- 
ture of five of the perpetrators of the crime, 
together with some of the stolen property. 
The prisoners arrived at the provincial 
capital under military guard on the 21st 
January 1875, and were placed on trial 
before the Judicial Commissioner. By 
the facts elicited it was proved that the 
murdered sub-Prefect, from the time when 
in November, 1872, he arrived in his 
department, had resided solely at the Salt- 
wells instead of in the departmental city. 
In September 1874 he sent his family to 
the provincial capital in charge of two of his 
underlings, namd Chow Lao-shih and Liu 
Ch’ang-tai. When half way on their 
journey, the party were robbed of their 
money and valuables, and compelled 
to return. The sub-Prefect, suspecting 
the two underlings of complicity with 
the thieves, flogged and discharged 
them, and in the month of October 
Liu Oh’ang-tai died from the effects 
of the beating he had undergone. 
Chow Lao-shih hereupon sought out a 
sworn brother of the deceased, with 
certain others, told them his grievance, 
and informed them moreover that Wang 
Sze-ki must have a large amount of govern- 
ment money in his keeping, as he had not 
for a length of time made any remittances 
of the proceeds of the salt tax. A band 
was organised by whom the murder and 
robbery were subsequently perpetrated.” 
On reaching the hills, the confederates. 
eighteen all told, divided the booty they 
had obtained, to wit, seven hundred taels 
in silver, opium, clothing, and female 
ornaments. One member of the band had 
not been able to join them in time for the 
act, and his share of the plunder, viz., 
Taels 50 in silver and 50 taels’ weight of 
opium, with a couple of jackets, was sent 
to him by one of the confederates, and 
duly accepted by him. The prisoners have 
been summarily executed according to law. 
The deceased sub-Prefect is severely blamed 
both for his unauthorised residence away 
from his own city, and for the severity of 
the punishment inflicted on his underlings, 
The Governor states that a report had 
already reached him of the sub-Prefect’s 
absence from his proper residence, his 
object being to profit by the administration 
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of the salt-works, and he was on the point 
of ordering an enquiry into his conduct 
when this affair occurred. 


April 7th—(1) The Court of Censorate 
memorializes forwarding the appeal pre- 
sented by Kiang Mow-ch’un and other 
notables and taxpayers of the department 
of P’ei Chow =a i in Sze-ch’wan, com- 
plaining of rapacity on the part of the 
local Magistrate and his connivance . at 
oppression practised by his subordinates. 
The representation made is as follows :— 
Thirty or forty years ago it was settled, on 
a petition of the taxpayers to the Governor 
General, that with regard to the assessed 
land-tax of the department, amounting to 
a total of Tis. 5,000 and odd, the amount 
collected should be Tis. 1.3.6. for each Tael 
of regulation levy, the additional 3 mace 
6 candareens to include all charges for 
remeltage, adjustment of weight and 
standard, packing, and conveyance. Under 
the head of tea-grower’s tax a further 
amount of eight or ten candareens was 
assessed in addition to each Tael of land 
tax. Matters were conducted on this 
basis for some years without charge, but 
during the reign of Hien Féng some slight 
additions were made to the amount of levy. 
In 1868 the rate of exchange of silver 
stood at 1,600 cash per Tael. The 
Magistrate then in office demanded, how- 
ever, 11,290 cash per Tael of tax-levy. 
Before he had collected much more than 
one-fifth of the year’s assessment, his 
successor arrived to take office, and this 
Magistrate re-established a sub-office for 
the tax levy, and put on a further 
sum of 3,000 cash per Tael, introducing 
besides a new item of 1,000 cash 
per Tael under the head of Government 
courier assessment. In the autumn 
of the following year he issued a 
notification stating that an additional levy 
of the second half-year’s tax-levy must be 
made, in confurmity with superior orders 
calling for funds to supply the wants of 
other provinces, and a sum of ten times 
the amount of the regulation payment was 
exacted, beside the 1,000 cash per Tael for 
the courier service. In reality, however, 
there is no post-road in connection with 
the department, and no such charge had 
been known in previous years. A further 
catalogue of grievances is alleged, winding 
up with the statement that in the last 
seven years the amount of illegal taxation 
which has gone into the pockets of five 
successive incumbents of the Magistracy is 
between 150,0C0 and 160,000 Taels. The 
present incumbent is denounced as having 
exacted forced contributions over and 
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above the amount of tax-levy, and a 
having been influenced by the local salt: 
monopolist to allow the price of salt to b: 
largely augmented. In order to guari 
his interests, the monopolist has raise: 
aforce of five hundred or six hundrei . 
vagabonds, who are scattered among th: / 
villages on the look-out for contraband 
dealers; and local banditti have taken: 
advantage of this to plant themselves aii 
every cross-road and commit depredations, 
it being impossible to distinguish who are. 
brigands and who the watchers of the sal 
monopoly. The present Magistrate, more: 
over, having married his son to the 
assistant Mayistrate’s brother’s daughter, 
has allowed the assistant Magistrate the 
unlawful privilege of sitting judicially for 
the decision of civil causes, the result bein: 
that judgment is sold to the highest bidder. 
The complainants have petitioned the 
Governor-General, but, although His Ex. 
cellency’s instructions in reply were all that 
could be looked for in the way of authori- 
tative stringency, the Magistrate has no 
paid the slightest attention to them. Asa 
last resource, the appeal is brought te 
Peking.—A rescript has already appearei 
in the usual terms, remitting the subjeci 
for enquiry in the Province. ' 

(2) The Governor of Chehkiahg memo- 
rializes reporting the despatch of the first 
detachment of the vessels conveying the 
quota of the provincial grain-tribute tc 
Tientsin. The amount of white and 
ordinary rice to be sent north in th 
present year, from the Hangchow, Kia- 
hing, and Hu-chow prefectures, ox 
account of the collection of 1874, is 430, OU. 
and odd piculs, The provincial Ric: 
Comptroller has proceeded to Shanghai t 
superintend the shipment there, which i: 
to be accomplished in three divisiuns. 
The first of these has now been completed. 
amounting to 164,500 piculs, of whic!: 
50,250 piculs have been taken by the 
C. M. 8. N. Company, and the remainder 
has been shipped by 50 native junks. 
which began their voyage from Shanghai 
on the 2ud February. 

April 8th.—(1) A Decree. Wén-sian: 
memorializes reporting that his health stili 
remains unrestored, and entreating per- 
mission to vacate his offices. We grant 
him permission to vacate his post as 
captain-general of the Bordered White 
Manchu Banner, and sanction his with.' 
drawal from supervision of the Board oi 
Works and the division ef Musketeers, in: 
token of our sympathising regard. Let 
him still continue to occupy his office as, 
Grand Secretary and his membership of 
the Grand Council and the Yamén of, 
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‘Foreign Affairs, resuming the active dis- 
‘charge of his functions when his complaint 
.shall have been in some degree alleviated. 

The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 


‘occupied with an unimportant appeal 
trehearing case from An-hwei. 
April 9th.—(1) A Decree. Shén Pao- 


sch6ng and his colleagues memorialize Us 
irequesting posthumous rewards fora major 
:who has fallen in action, and likewise that 
:sanction be given for the erection of a 
‘memorial temple. Wang K’ai-tsiin, a major 


: of the Wén-chow division, who had greatly ; 


1 distinguished himself in his operations 
against banditti in Formosa, is reported to 
: Us as having proceeded at the head of a 
: body ‘of troops, in the first moon of this 
t year, to apprehend the savages of the 
» Lion Head tribe, and We learn with pro- 
{found commiseration that, having fallen 
| into an ambuscade, he perished in the 
: fight. Let posthumous rewards of a dis- 
|, tinguished character be conferred upon 
, him, on the scale appropriate to the rank 
; Of colonel, and let, as a special act of grace, 
; & title of canonisation be conferred upon 
; him, and a memorial temple be erected in 
a his honour in the south of Formosa. Let 
; the names of the two officers and ninety- 
three men who fell at the same time be 
« likewise handed over to the Board, for the 
, award of distinguished honours, and let 
, them be admitted also to a place in the 
, temple, for sacrificial honours, as a comfort 
_ to the manes of the faithful dead. 


1 (2) Let Peh-yen-na-mo-hu (Prince of the 
! K’ortchin Mongols) be transferred to the 
| captain-generalship of the Bordered White 
Manchu Banner (vacated by Wén-siang, 
! see Gazette of 8th instant) ; and let Lung- 
4 k’in (the Prince of Su) succeed to the 
4 captain-generalship of the Bordered Blue 
i) Han Ktin Banner. 


(3) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General of 
Chihli, memorializes reporting that since 
the beginning of February two falls of 
snow have taken place in the province, and 
" that on the 12th March rain fell to the 
* depth of one or two inches (¢s’un), greatly 
to the benefit of the wheat crop, and 
affording much satisfaction to the people. 
Works were begun on the 10th March on 
the embankment of the Yellow River in 
the south of province, where repairs were 
needed, and owing to the large concourse 
, Of labourers, a detachment of troops has 
: been ordered to. the spot, to guard against 
7 disturbances. As the river is open at 
‘ Tientsin, and foreign vessels and the grain 
’ junks are beginning to arrive, the Governor- 
General proceeds on the 22nd March to 
? take up his residence there. 
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April 10th.—(1) A decree, in reply to a 
memorial by the Court of Censvrate, 
forwarding the petition lodged by a mem- 
ber of the imperial lineage named En-shao, 
with reference to the death of his uncle, 
the former Military Governor of Ili, who 
perished with his entire family, and of 
whose deprivation of rank he appears to 
have complained. It is stated that on the 
attack upon Ili: being made, in 1865, by 
the Mahommedan rebels, the late Military 


Governor, Ch’ang-ts’ing Ve Ye who had 
been stripped of his rank but left at Tli to 
carry out certain duties, mounted the walls 
with the Military Governor then in the 
city, accompanied by his staff, and con- 
tributed stoutly to the defence of the 
place. When thecity was at length taken, 
Ch’ang-ts’ing still maintained the struggle 
from street to street, until he fell fighting, 
his entire family perished at the same 
time in the cause of their country. Their 
fate is most deeply to be deplored. Let 
Ch’ang-ts’ing receive posthumous honours 
on the scale appropriate to the fourth 
rank; and let honorary memorials be 
established on behalf of his stepmother 
Ch’éng-she, his son Tén-jun, his daughters 
(four in number), and his concubines 
‘Wang-she and Yiieh-she. Let the proper 
Board take note. 

(2) The acting-Resident in Tibet, 
Hi-k’ai, memorializes at great length with 
reference to sundry judicial proceedings 
in connection with a case which is shewn 
to have been pending for the last two 
years, but the details of which are not set 
forth. Several Chinese officials, civil and 
military, are reported as having been in 
league together to falsify the evidence 
taken at a trial, and to have used illegal 
forms of torture, such as burning the flesh 
of a prisoner with a slow match, to extort 
confession. The offence charged in this 
case appears to have been ‘ illicit com- 
munication with people beyond the 
border” (Nepalese?). A tumult in the 
yamén of the late resident Ch’éng-ki (who 
died on the 14th August last) is also 
incidentally refered to. The acting- 
Resident, having little experience as a 
judicial officer, submits for decision at 
Peking the sentences to be passed on the 
delinquent officials. 

April 11th—(L) A decree in reply to a 
memorial by the Governor of Honan, 
directly that astringent proceedings be 
taken for the recovery of Tis. 20,800 due 
on account of sundry items of revenue- 
collection by a deceased district Magistrate. 
Search is to be made for property that 
may have belonged to him at the places 


where he has successively held office, and 
at his home in Shantung. All property 
discovered is to be sequestrated. 

April 12th.—(Court Circular). Ch’éng- 
twan presented his respects on his return 
from offering sacrifices at the Mauaolea of 
the Ming dynasty. 

(1) A decree in reply to a memorial by 
the Governor of Shensi, who appears to 
have complained of exactions perpetrated 
by the persons in charge of parties of 
lamas and tributary chieftains from the 
Tibetan frontier, when passing through 
the Province on the way to Peking. It is 
observed in reply that fixed regulations 
are in existence for the measure of supplies 
to be furnished on such occasion, and the 
means of transport to be provided, and no 
exactions in excess of these allowances 
can be tolerated. The Governor-General 
of Szech’wan is to see in future that the 
packages conveyed by parties of the descrip- 
tion referred to correspond in weight and 
number with the statement furnished by 
the President in Tibet, and to notify the 
provincial governments along the line of 
journey with reference to the number of 
mules and drivers required. The authori- 
ties of Shensi, Shansi, and Chihli will 
furnish proper escort ; and the same rule 
is to be observed for the return journey. 

(2) The Governor of Honan memo- 
rializes, reporting the decease, on the 21st 
March, of K’iao Sung-nien, Governor- 
General of the Yellow River. A eulogium 
of the deceased official’s character and 
devotion to his duty in the stations he has 
successively filled, is set forth in the 
customary terms. 

(3) The same Governor reports the 
rehearing of an appeal case referred back 
from Peking by a decree dated August 
1873, on the complaint of aman named 
Sun T’ung-hwei, who accused one Liang- 
k’o and others of the murder of his uncle 
Sun Sze-ch’éng. The deceased was mar- 
ried.to a sister of Liang-k’o, and a kinsman 
of his, named Sun Sze-kieh, was accus- 
tomed to manage the family affairs for 
him during his absence from home on busi- 
ness. A quarrel arose iu June 1873 owing 
to a suspicion on the part of deceased that 
illicit intercourse was being carried on 
between Sun Sze-kieh and his wife, but 
after an altercation in which blows were 
exchanged, the parties were separated and 
relations were established as before. Sun 
Sze-ch’éng is found to have been attacked 
with sunstroke shortly afterwards, on an 
intensely hot day, in consequence of 
which he died; and the present complaint 
originated in unfounded suspicions on the 
appellant’s prt. The appellant, however, 
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is subject to fits of insanity, and on a 
ground he is absolved from punishment 
for bringing a false charge. 


April 13th.—The Literary Chancellor of! 
the Province of Honan, Fei Yen-li,! 
memorializes in virtue of the decree of the. 
two Empresses calling for advice, which. 
was officially communicated to him on the 
16th February by the Governor of the} 
province. He feels bound, accordingly,: 
to state the views his position has led, 
him to form with reference to the public: 
service ; and he proceeds to submit that’ 
whilat selection of the agents of Govern- 


ment (FA A) and the exercise of the 
highest functions of administration 
(47EX) are duties the importance of! 


which are equal, yet, inasmuch as the| 
success of Government is dependent upon; 
the quality of its agents’ capabilities, if he; 
were called upon to assign a place tu: 
either, he should give precedence to the 

selection of persons for official employ mert 

as the paramount consideration. In the 
endeavour to obtain able public servants, 

what is needful is to exercise due care at 
the outset of their admission, Although 
the state, in making choice of scholars by 
means of the competitive examinations, 
cannot depend on invariably obtaining talent 
of practical utility, yet, in the majority of| 
cases, minds that can appreciate what is} 
right and adapt themselves to active 
functions, fitting their possessors for tho 

discharge of great and onerous duties, are 

yielded from this source. The access to 

the public service furnished by means 
of contributions (purchase of rank) is, on 

the other hand, essentially an exceptional | 
expedient. Where eighty or ninety in the: 
hundred are derived from. the regular, 
course of entry, with but ten or twenty | 
admitted by the purchase lists, no great | 
detriment need accrue to the character of: 
the civil service. In the six Boards, for’ 
instance, the secretaries of various classes : 
should be drawn from among the graduates : 
at the highest eompetitive examinations ; | 
and the Taotais, Prefects, and Magistrates | 
in the provinces are all placed in direct | 
authority over the people. Of late years, : 
however, such appointments are filled in a, 
multitude of cases from the purchase | 
lists. Representations have been con- ! 
tinually made on the subject by officials 

both at the capital and in the provinces, in 

reply to which Imperial commands have ; 
been given requiring the persons thus: 
employed to be subjected to examinations, | 
with the object of purifying the state of | 
the service. The memorialist would 
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observe, however, that examination before 
admission is preferable to examination after 
the purchase of rank has been completed ; 
and he proposes that the following system 
of discrimination be henceforward adopted. 


* Whenever individuals, whether of lettered 


pretensions but without degree of any 
kind, or having obtained by purchase an 


‘ honorary degree of the lowest order, wish 


‘to obtain by purchase any of the positions 


bes 


er fae 


mm 


above-named, they should not be allowed 
to effect the transaction at any provincial 


' sale-of-titles office, but should be required 


to proceed to Peking and to hand in their 
application to the Board of Civil Office. 


; They should then be orally examined by 


bic 


' false personation. 


CR a 


rete, 


i 


es 


the chiefs of the Board, and tested both in 
replies to questions and in composition, 
stringent precautions being taken against 
Only such as should 
manifest adequate literary capabilities 
should be allowed to purchase rank. 
By this means not only would those 
be gathered in whom the examina- 
tion system has passed by, but proper 
regard would also be had for the require- 
ments of official station. It should further 
be prescribed that all persons at present 
holding appointments by purchase in any 
of the Boards or the provinces should be 
subjected to the ordeal of a test examina- 
tion. As circumstances are at present, 
candidates for substantive appointments 
in the provinces who have got themselves 
named tv certain posts, it may be, on the 
** 80 per cent.” or ‘* 40 per cent.” tariff of 
purchase, having presented themselves 
in the province to which they are named, 
may be perfectly well-known to the high 
authorities as unfit for the positions to 
which they lay claim ; and yet, as they 


_ have their appointments from Peking, it 


is impossible not to send them to their 
posts. Such among individuals of this class 
as in the course of time come to be re- 
moved from their posts or it may be im- 


. peached for misconduct, are only the most 


, absolutely incapable and unfit. 


As for the 


. rest, the men who are skilled with their 


Ie 


is 


tongues and adepts in the art of making 


. themselves useful, continue as an incubus 


on the official lists. That in positions 
requiring so much experience as the dis- 


. charge of duties involving the collection 
| of revenue, the movement of troops, 


and the administration of justice, per- 


, sons wholly without literary training 


should be compelled to rely on the 


| assistance of others, is quite self-evident. 


In _ former times, persons who purchased 
rank or office at least came forward 
with large sums for the transaction ; but 
at the present day, advancement is 
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obtained for ‘ military service” and by 
‘S recommendations,” beside which the 
agents employed in the military com- 
missariat or the li-kin tax-offices do not 
scruple to embezzle the public funds 
in order to provide themselves with 
means for purchasing office. Once 
in place, they are followed by eager crowds 
of relatives and friends, often wholly 
devoid of the elements of education ; and 
so it comes about that the benefits of the 
purchase system to the State are purely 
illusory. ‘The memorialist winds up by 
repeating that he does not assert every 
candidate who has gained his honours by 
the literary examinations to be invariably 
qualified for practical service, nor that the 
subsidiary avenues to employment in no 
cases admit useful public servants ; but he 
insists that a test examination should in 
all cases precede admission into the public 
service. Impressed with these views, he 
is ready to expose himself to the sneers of 
those who are not alive to the questions 
of the day, rather than to commit the 
fault of putting forward a mere string of 
empty verbiage.—A rescript was published 
on the 28th March, directing the proper 
Board to examine, and report upon the 
above memorial. 

April 14th.—(1) A decree in reply to a 
memorial from the Military Governor of 
the Amoor, who has reported that on the 
20th February an attack was made on the 
jail at Hu-lan T’ing (on the north bank of 
the river Sungari, Lat. 46° N., Long. 
127° E.), by a band of 30 or 40 brigands, 
who carried off a number of the criminals 
confined there. In the rising of the 
prisoners some of the jailers lost their 
lives. The deputy magistrate in charge of 
the jail is stripped of his office, and is to 
be placed on trial and punished according 
to law; and other civil and military 
officials responsible are similarly deprived 
of their rank. A prisoner who was 
retaken has been executed. The remainder 
are to bo recaptured without fail. . 

(2) The Vice-President of the Board of 
Punishments at Moukden memorializes 
reporting the serious misconduct of a 
member of the imperial lineage, named 
Fu-ming, residing at Moukden under 
banishment for an offence committed at 
Peking. He had lodged a complaint 
against the owner of a rice shop on 
the score of alleged non-payment of a 
debt, which was denied; and when 
summoned before the district magistrate 
for a hearing, he employed a number of 
men to seize and tie up the police runner 
who served the summons, and who, beside 
being cruelly beaten, was tortured by 
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having his hairs pulled out. The offend- 
ing tsungshih has been committed to 
prison, and it is requested that a commis- 
sion be named to try him for his acts of 
violence. 

April 15th.—(Court Circular). The 
former Governor of Kiang-su, Ting Jih- 


ch’ang T | 8, paid his respects on 
arrival at Peking, and had audience. 

The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 
occupied with the report of the rehearing 
of an appeal case in Chihli. A villager 
named Hu Sze had been apprehended on 
a vague suspicion of his being implicated 
in a case of high-way robbery, as having 
lodged overnight the persons supposed to 
have been guilty of the crime, and, on being 
brought before the Magistrate of the 
district, he falsely confessed the charge, in 
dread of being put to torture. When 
further called upon to acknowledge him- 
self guilty of complicity in a previous case 
which was on record, he refused to confess, 
whereupon the Magistrate, believing him 
to be wilfully prevaricating, ordered him 
to be beaten with a stick on the palms of 
his hands and the soles of his feet. A 
relative named Hu Orh, who had been 
arraigned at the same time, pleaded for 
mercy on his behalf, ‘whereupon he himself 
was beaten, and both were then locked up 
in prison. Hu Sze, being deprived of the 
opium to which he was accustomed, suc- 
cumbed shortly afterwards to an attack of 
dysentery, and died on the 30th January, 
1873. On report being made to the Prefect 
of the department, he sent another district 
Magistrate to verify the decease, and he, 
in company with Hu Urh, inspected the 
remains and attested the fact that the sores 
left by the bastinadoing were in process of 
healing and that deceased had died 
from natural causes. The appeal which 
was lodged at Peking grew out of a tumult 
raised in the Magistrate’s Yamén by the 
widow of deceased, her sister, and two male 
relatives, who, in consequence of their un- 
seemly behaviour, were committed to 
prison. Upon this some more of the rela- 
tives assembled and carried off the prisoners 
by force, together with the coftin containing 
the remains of the deceased. More arrests 
were made hereupon, and the case was 
removed to the provincial capital for trial, 
when it was traversed by the appeal to 
Peking. The culprits of the Hu family 
are now pronounced guilty in various 
degrees, and the ringleader of the distur- 
bance would have been sentenced to death 
by strangling had he not already died in 
prison. Several others are sentenced to 
flogging and banishment. The Magistrate 
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who gave rise to the whole affair is pro-' 
nounced to have acted indefensibly by 
bastinadoing a prisoner in a manner and 
with an implement unwarranted by law, 
and he would have been dealt with had he 
not already been dismissed from the 
service on a separate charge. 


April 16th.—(1) The Governor-General 


‘of the Grain Transport, Wén-pin, memo- 


rializes, referring to the recent appoint. 
ment of Wén-lin, his second cousin, as 
Superintendent of Customs at Hwai-an Fu., 
On the arrival of his relative at his post,' 
Wén-pin has exhorted him most earnestly, 
to discharge his duties with all possible: 
vigour and uprightness; but he has now 
to ask whether, his own official residence! 
being within a few miles of that of tho| 
Superintendent of Customs, although A 
is no connection between the two offices, | 
and the regulations do not in so many| 
words forbid the employment of relatives; 
at the same time in the two posts in| 
question, [the junior] should not still be| 
removed from proximity to the official 
jurisdiction of his relative. | Rescript: 
There is no occasion for removal. (N. B. 
Theruleofhwei-pi SAL SRE: or “ withdrawal,” 


is designed for the purpose of guarding 
against collusion between relatives in 
civil or military empley, who might 
happen to find themselves placed in 
authority one over the other. In such 
cases, the junior is bound to ‘‘ get out of 
the way,” by exchange into some other 
jurisdiction or otherwise). 

(2) The same functionary memorializes 
with reference to the Intendant of the 
Hwai-Yang Circuit, Liu Hien, whose 
period of service having expired, should 
according to regulations proceed to Peking 
for audience. As acting and afterwards 
as actual ‘l'aotai, Liu Hien has occupied 
his present post for nine years, and it is 
solicited that he be allowed to remain iu 
it without being required for the present 
to proceed to Peking, on the ground of 
his presence being valuable in the conduct 
of the works in progress for the repair of : 
the Grand Canal, and notably of the great | 


Hwei-tai Lock Ha 7 which is abuut ; 


to be proceeded with.—Grauted by re- 
script. 

April 17th.—(1) The Governor-General 
of Chihli reports the execution of two 
criminals, mother and son, for the mur- 
der of their husband and father. The 
victim, aman named Wei-Urh Lien-ch’éng, 
was a small farmer, and aman of dissipated 
habits, who was gradually disposing of his 
property and consuming the proceeds in 


rink. His wife consequently took counsel 
-with her son, Wei-ta Nan-k’an, for the 
amurder of the head of the family, to which 
‘The consented ; and one evening, on Wei- 
UOrh returning home in liquor, he was 
beaten to death with a club by the mother 
and son. As soon as life was extinct, the 
‘gon took his father’s body on his back and 
carried it out to a cemetery in a neighbour- 
ing ravine, where the mother dug a hole in 
which the remains were put out of sight, 
- Detection subsequently ensued, and mother 
‘and son, having been found guilty of the 
| crime, have been subjected to the penalty 
of ling-ch’th according to law. 


_ _ (2)—The Governor of Shantung reports 
the execution by ling-ch’th of a man for 
the murder of his aunt and his first cousin, 
by putting arsenic in the millet from 
‘ which their food was prepared, in revenge 
‘for being required by his aunt to give up 
' @ house which he had been allowed by her 
_to occupy for a time. One half of the 
‘ criminal’s property is to be awarded to the 
' family of his victims; and as his cousin 
: left no issue to become his heir, the 
' Magistrate of the District is to direct the 
| heads of the clan to which he belonged to 
; select a person, qualified in order of birth 
and seniority, to be recognized as heir to 
; the murdered woman, in order to continue 
’ the family line and ancestral sacrifices. 
i April 18th.—(1) An edict, in reply toa 
i memorial from Shao Heng-i, Footai of 
4 Shensi, setting forth the result of an in- 
_ vestigation into the condition of distressed 
! districts in the province of Shensi, and 
‘ praying that arrears of land tax and grain 
‘ contributions be remitted partially or en- 
‘ tirely ; or the collection deferred, as called 
° for by the circumstances of the respective 
‘ localities. ‘The vast tracts of unreclaimed 
* land,lying waste since the devastations of 
' the late civil war, and the length of time 
: wequired for the people to recover their 
* normal state of prosperity, are laid down 
in the edict, as reasons sufficient to call 
| for special leniency in respect to old 
| arrears ; and over fifty digtricts are enume- 
» vated, in separate lists, as cases for special 
, mark of Imperial clemency. The arrears 
are sub-divided according to the different 
" years to which they pertain, extending 
from various dates—t.e. from 11th year of 
" Tungchi, downwards. The majority are 
 yemitted in toto, others are allowed to 
 yemain over till the gathering of the wheat 
/ harvest, in the present lat year of Kwang- 
* gu; while the remission in a few districts 
* of well watered rice land is disallowed. 
‘Phe Footai is commanded to proclaim 
' forthwith this act of grace, on yellow 
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placards, throughout the localities con- 
cerned, and to take precautions against 
nefarious attempts at extortion ou the part 
of the yamén clerks. ‘‘Let our extreme 
commiseration for the sufferings of our © 
people be made fully manifest on this 
occasion.” 


(2) Edict, appointing Chen-ming to the 
acting post of Brigadier-General of the ° 
Yellow Bordered Chinese force, 


(3) The Footai of Shantung, Ting Pao- 
chen, memorializes the Throne in reference 
to the trial and award of a case of re-appeal, 
by one Sung Pao-shan. During the 12th 
moon of the 9th year of Tungchi (beginning 
of 1870), the appellant’s father, Sung Wei- 
tien, was introduced by a friend to a 
farmer, Hwang Tun-li, to act in the 
capacity of laborer. Hwang, finding by 
interrogation that the man knew little of 
husbandry, and seeing that he was, further, 
advanced in years, refused to employ him, 
Sung Wei-tien was much disappointed, and 
being ashamed to return home, committed 
suicide on the farmer’s premises by culting 
himself in the abdomen. The son, Sung 
Pao-shan, refused to believe that his father 
would seek death by such means, and 
accordingly accused some of the farmer’s 
employés of murder, actuated by the fear 
that they would be supplanted by his 
father. The case was tried in several 
Courts, one after another, always in favor 
of the accused, and assuming each time 
larger proportions, until a host of relations 
and yamén runners were dragged in as 
accomplices and connivers. The Footai 
adjudges the appellant to be guilty of false 
accusation, actuated by the design of 
extorting money, and the parties. attempted 
to be implicated being over ten in number, 
and the consequence being death to the 
accused if convicted, the crime, while too 
grave to benefit by the Act of grace of 
15th of 11th Moon of 13th Year of Tungchi 
(1874) should be dealt with by the utmost 
severity of the law. The sentence arrived 
at, therefore, is that the appellant be con- 
veyed to the border to serve in the Army 
asafelon. [The Board of Punishment is 
commanded to consider and report. | 


April 19th.—(1) Several minor official 
promotions, retirements of deputy officers 
owing to mourning, and honorary distinc- 
tions are gazetted. 


(2) The Governor of Shansi memorializes 
respecting the appointment of Teh-pou to 
the post of Sub-Prefect over the Manchu 
population of Tai-yuen-foo, the provincial 
town of Shansi. 
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(3) Shui-lien, Commander of Sheng- 
ching (the birth-place of the present 
dynasty), reports to the Throne on the 
apprehension and examination of certain 
culprits, who had plotted together to ex- 
tort money from the farmers and settlers 
on the Imperial hunting grounds at Jehol. 
Grants of these lands have from time to 
time been made for the purpose of culliva- 
tion; and re-surveys, with a view to 
taxation, are periodically made. The 
present conspirators falsely represented 
themselves to be petty officials and runners 
invested with authority, and were in 
league with one Lien-tsiang, who represents 
himself to be a clerk in one of the Boards 
at Peking.—Rescript : Let those prisoners 
at present at large be at once apprehended 
and brought to justice; and let the case 
of Lien-tsiang be investigated. 


(4) The foregoing official reports on the 
examination, according to rule, after the 
expiration of one year, of two Manchu 
officers placed under his jurisdiction. A 
full account of their antecedents is given, 
and both officers are represented to be 
deserving of being retained on the list of 
expectants for full appointments. 


April 20th.—(1) Court Circular. Certain 
officials are deputed to officiate at the cere- 
monies of the *‘ Advent of Summer” term, 
on the 1st of the 4th moon, and at the 
ordinary prayer-offering for rain on the 
10th of the same month. Other officers 
are also nominated, to present the libations 
required on the two occasions. 


(2) The Governor of Canton, Chang 
Chau-tung, addresses the Throne, in reply 
to a circular of instruction from the 
Criminal Board, to report on the ex- 
pediency or not of carrying into effect, 
in the province of Canton, the Censor 
Feng Ching-ling’s representation that, in 
view of the whole country having been 
brought round to its normal state of 
quietude, the execution of robbers, bandits, 
‘and all criminals should be regulated by 
rules formerly existing. The Governor 
expresses himself as deeply impressed with 
the feelings of humanity which prompt the 
present enquiries of the Imperial Govern- 
ment. A retrospect of the reasons for the 
suspension hitherto of the necessity to 
submit to the Board all cases before dealing 
out the extreme penalty of the law, is given ; 
the rifeness of robbery by armed bands, 
and the desirability of dealing out prompt 
and dread warning, in order to check the 
turbulent feeling existing, are adduced ; 
while, at the same time, no undue precipi- 
tation is represented to have been shown 
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in executive proceedings. The memori. 
concludes by stating that cases of kidnap. 
ing for sale to go abroad has cuonsiderabi; 
decreased ; that these can now be dea: 
with in the ordinary course; but that iu! 
subordination throughout certain classes c:. 
the Province is still prevalent, and that :. 
great element of danger exists from tli. 
extreme number of disbanded and dis: 
qualified braves. If the inmates of th: 
prisons were allowed to accumulate to: 
much, serious consequences might result} 
and the Imperial assent is craved to allov' 
all cases of robbery by violence and sedi: 
tion to be reported to the nearest Taoti: 
or Prefect ; and for prisoners to be exe: 
cuted on the spot, after receipt of inatruc, 
tions therefrom, As regards the K wan:, 
cheu-foo—the provincial capital Fou—th:;j 
culprits can be forwarded, as heretofore, t} 
Canton for trial and award.—Rescript } 
Let the Criminal Board take note. 


(3) Liu-shu, a member of the Imperi:/ 
family, reports that the King of Corea hac; 
on the 18th of 10th moon of last year, sei! 
forward two Chinese to be handed overt! 
the commandant of Fung-hwang distric’. 
with a letter stating that the men wer: 
Shantung traders, that their boat had me‘ 
with bad weather, and been blown towaré: 
the coast of Corea; and that they ha: 
been taken in hand, clothed, fed, auc 
returned in charge of an officer to thei: 
native country. From the King’s letter: 
it does not appear that the boat wa: 
wrecked ; for it was found anchored ci; 
the coast; but what was done with th: 
craft is not stated. Liu-shin finds that, 1: 
the 20th year of Tau Kwang, a simil:: 
instance occured, when the sum of Tls. 5. 
was presented to the Corean officer i: 
charge of the refugees. He therefor 
prays that the Imperial generosity be mad:! 
equally manifest on this occasion, and tha 
Tis. 30 he paid from the Sheng-chin, 


BRR exchequer to the present Corea: 
messenger.—Rescript: Noted. Respect this 


(4) Several 
reported, 


21st April.—Edict. Ting Pau-chun, Ge. 
vernor of Shantung, reports that, whi 
supervising the filling up of certaic 
breaches in the River at Chia-chwang i: 
Shantung, manifestations of divine assis:. 
ance from the River Deities were repea:, 
edly met with, and works of a mos: 
dangerous and difficult nature were final; 
accomplished, owing to the divine hel: 
thus offered. By record, it is found tha: 
the posthumous title of Queen of Heave: 


official’ movements ar! 


"was, in the 23rd year of Kanghi, added to 
ithe diguities of the ‘Golden Dragon 
* King” deity, but in regard to further 
‘honors to be conferred on the ‘Yellow 
« Great King ” and several others, the Board 
*of Rites is commanded to confer and 
Sreport. A special temple is also ordered to 
1 be erected in memory of the Lih ‘fa-wang. 


j (2) An Edict in reference to repairs to 
certain Imperial graves. 


(3) The Court of Censorate at Peking 
reports as to the revision of the consta- 
: bulary regulations in the Capital. An 
“increase of the force is urgently called 
for, but the low financial condition of 
the Board’s exchequer renders such 
course inexpedient, while an _ increase 
“ of taxation would be tvo burdensome 
“ to the people. A rigid revision of the 
© police regulations is therefore resorted 

to as the only alteration. These are 
» submitted in extenso; and among many 
; reforms mentioned, which are probably 
, but a reiteration in fresh words of old 
; existing rules, may be mentioned a 
« Yecommendation that the police runners 
| should be paid their wages of five mace 
; per month in full, without any deduction 
, from the underling clerks; also, that the 
clandestine opening of Opium-smoking 
shops, which are considered to offer but 
meeting places for thieves and vagabonds, 
should be visited with severe punishment. 


22nd April.—(1) A very lengthy Edict 
in reference to various misdemeanours and 
misgovernment in Szechuen, brought to 
light by several Censors, in separate memo- 
rials, and revealed in part by an appeal 
case by Chang-sz-chen, a graduate by 
purchase, and others. An official, Kwang- 
chen, was ‘specially deputed from the 
Capital, to enquire into the state of affairs ; 
and sentences based on his report are 
passed on several of the literati guilty of 
extortion, and who had been previously 
stripped of their degrees, varying from 50 
blows of bamboo upwards to transporta- 
tion. Several officials are also referred to 
the Civil Board for punishment. One or two 
* likin and examination stations are ordered 
to be closed, and the expediency of remov- 
ing others is to be considered. The appeal 
by Chang-sz-chen, arising out of an alleged 
case of extortion by military travelling 
accommodation station keepers, is ad- 
judged to have been prompted by private 
motives—i.e., he had borrowed money from 
a station and was exasperated at being 
pressed for its repayment ; but, although 
his particular charge is unfounded, mal- 
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practices are found to have been long going 
on. These stations, as well as horse and 


cooliestations(Fe & ®) for Government 


use throughout seventy six departments 
and sub-departments, are announced to 
have been already closed by a single order; 
aud the Governor-General is commanded 
to instruct all his subordinate officials in 
the remaining sixty-five departments, to 
close the military constabulary stations 
and retain certain horse and coolie stations, 
in accordance with a listdrawn up. Public 
notifications are to be also issued informing 
the people of the steps taken. 


(2) A decree in reference to the repair 
of the Government granaries and to the 
sale of surplus wheat on store, 


(3) A decree. Yang Yuh-ping, former 
Governor-General of Shensi and Kansuh, 
petitions to the effect that his two parents 
are old and suffering from ill-health ; and 
be again prays to be allowed to repair 
to his native place to attend upon 
them during their last years. Yang Yuh- 
ping’s request is prompted by filial duty and 
is to be commended. Being experienced 
in naval affairs, he is commanded to 
act jointly with Peng-yu-lin in inspect- 
ing annually the naval stations on the 
Yangtaze, and in taking measures to increase 
the efficiency of the service. The funds 
required for this purpose will be supplied 
by the Governor-General of the Two 
Kiang and of Hupeh and Honan. 
During the intervals of his labour, Yang 
Yuh-ping will be allowed to visit his 
family. 


(4) A petition that the period for dis- 
tribution of Congee Rice from two charita- 
ble institutions in the capital be prolonged. 
Donations of 200 shih of rice from the 
Imperial Granary, and of Tls. 400 from 
Duty receipts are craved. 


The remainder of the Gazette is taken up 
by reports on the conduct and character of 
certain expectant officials, in pursuance 
of a regulation requiring an examination 
after one year from their arrival in the 
Province in question. ‘ 


April 23rd.—(1) Decree, allowing the 
period for the charitable distribution of 
rice in the Capital to be prolonged. 


(2) The Governor-General of Hu-peh 
and Hu-nan, and Governor of Hu-peh, 
jointly report on the trial of a suit lodged 
by deputy at the Capital by Li Kwang- 
chau (a former Oompradore to a Foreign 


firm at Hankow before referred to). The 
appellant undertook the embankment and 
reclamation of certain land on the Han 
river, and situated on the Han-yang side. 
The scheme was reported to and originally 
allowed by the Che-shien, and the land 
proprietors to be benefited thereby were to 
contribute twu strings of cash for each 
shih of rice producible. The undertaking 
was subsequently appealed against by other 
landowners as interfering withthe recession 
of flood water, and, after a survey by the 
higher authorities the embankment was 
ordered to be removed. Li Kwang-chau 
accuses certain parties of making unfounded 
statements, and thereby interfering with 
his undertaking. The finding is that the 
embankment was made to serve the interest 
of the appellant, while acting to the pre- 
judice of others, and interfering with the 
flow of the Han River. As Li Kwang-chau 
is awaiting in prison the sentence of de- 
capitation for false statements in regard to 
timber offered for Imperial use, his guilt 
in this case need not be passed sentence 
upon. In regard to the deputy, Liu Ta- 
yung, he was probably ignorant of the un- 
tenableness of the charge, and no punish- 
ment need be dealt out to him. 


Reports on the character of Expectant 
officials follow. 


April 24th.—(1) A Decree. Chang Chan- 
tung, Governor of Kwangtung, impeaches 
the conduct of certain officials on the 
Expectant list. Let the Expectant Sub- 
Prefect, Chen-shuen, whose mode of life 
is reported to be ill-becoming his position, 
while his discharge of official duties shows 
ignorance and neglect; as also another 
officer named, be both deprived of their 
rank and never allowed to again take 
office, as & warning to others, The re- 
maining officers mentioned may be dealt 
with as suggested, 


(2) The Minister Wen-siang, on his 
knees, memorializes the Throne, stating 
that he has not recovered from his previous 
indisposition, and imploring that he may be 
allowed to retire from office. ‘* Your slave 
was impelled by sickness to repeatedly 
apply to his departed Majesty for leave of 
absence; and words are inadequate to 
depict the deep gratitude to which he was 
moved by the Royal regard so frequently 
shown. Your slave was in hopes that, by 
medical attention, he would partially re- 
cover, and immediately return to his 
duties ; but, alas! on the 6th of the 12th 
moon of last year, news of the great 
calamity came upon him with a shock that 
rendered him insensible for a considerable 
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period. After coming to, struggling witi 
his weakness, he hastened to the Palace 
and with wails of lamentation, pros 
trated himself to the ground. But thi 
trial was too great; fresh symptom: 
manifested themselves, and the next day 
his strength was insufficient to enable him 
to re-attend. From that time there ha 
been no alleviation of his sickness.”? The 
statesman further goes on to say that hi:! 
illness has now extended over a year, and: 
the symptoms become daily more unfa-( 
vorable. He has been burning with: 
anxiety to improve in health, to enable him{ 
to requite une ten-thousandth part of the! 
deep favors of which he has been the} 
recipient: but in vain; and he has no} 
recourse but to implore that his post be} 
filled up by another, and that he be left to; 
seek the reward of quietude in his native 
home during the declining years of his 
life. According to rescript previously 
Gazetted, Won-tsiang was permitted tv 
absent himself to attend to his health, but 
his post was left vacant. 


(3) The Imperial Commissioner to For. 
mosa, Shun Pao-chun, memorializes _re- 
specting the death of Colonel Wang Kai- 
siin, who was recently surprised and killed 
in an ambuscade by the “‘ Lion head ” wild} 
tribe of Formosa. The bravery displayed | 
by this officer on the present as well as on 
former ocoasions is expatiated upon, and 
posthumous honor is prayed to be accorded 
to him as if he had held the rank of Lieut- 
enant-Colonel. Marks of sympathy are 
also desired for an attendant officer and} 
93 soldiers who also fell on the occasion. | 

! 





A rescript has already appeared granting 
the request. 


(4and 5) Wen Liu-kwei, newly appointed 
to the Inspectorate of the Oustoms of | 
Wei-an HEX in Kiangsu, reports taking 
over the seals of office; and the Inspector 
relieved reports giving over his seals. The 
latter states that, during his tenure of 
office, 2 years and 26 days—Tls. 11,430 
had been collected iu all on Foreign opium, 
which he purposes conveying himself to 
the Board of Revenue. 


(6) The Governor of Kiangsu reports 
having taken over the acting post of 
Governor-General of the Two Kiangs on 
the 6th of 2nd Moon. The importance 
of the post is dwelt upon, and salt ad- 
ministration, river works, and Imperial 
grain supply are instanced as among the 
first of the multifarious duties to be at- 
tended to. The Acting Governor-General 
also declares his intention of inspecting 
the new forts erected. 


_ April 26th.—(1) A monthly list of 
‘vacated posts issued by the Civil Service 
Soard. 


(2) Edict, dealing out sentences cf 
punishment on certain Manchu soldiers, 
quartered at Yang-chen, for making a dis- 
turbance in the Brigadier-General’s office. 
A report of the affair had been laid before 
the ‘Throne, and the case delegated for 
‘in vestigation to Muh Teng-awe, from whose 
memorial it appears that the troops, being 
clamorous for their rice-allowance, crowded 
into the Yamén, and there caused some 
.damage to the furniture or building; but 
‘no fighting is ascertained to have ensued. 
‘Two of the soldiers are found guilty of 
‘breach of discipline, and sentenced to be 
transported, flogged, and cangued, and to 
be dismissed at the expiration of the term 
,of banishment with a final castigation. 
‘Several of the oflicers are further reproved 
for their inability to maintain discipline. 
, (8 and 4) The Governor of Shantung, 
Ting Pao-chén,—also holding rank of 
Junior Guardian to the Heir apparent, 
,reports on the adjudication of two appeal 
‘cases referred to his decision. In one 
-case, the appellant accuses Liu Yuh-tang 
‘and others of murdering his sister, Li- 
“menze. The latter, who had not finished 
‘a pair of stockings in hand for her 
‘husband, Liu Pau-chiu—was accused by 
‘him of idleness and beaten about the arms 
‘with a hempen rope; she stormed and 
' raged at him in return, and received a 
’ further application of the rope about the 
back. Mortified by the humiliation thus 
‘subjected to, she committed suicide by 
swallowing brine, The husband was 
* bambooed according to law by the Chehsien ; 
but the appellant, suspecting that the 
. father and mother-in-law of the deceased 
. were guilty of beating his sister to death, 
. lodged his accusation accordingly. In the 
other case, a nephew of the appellant Liu 
‘ Ting-chi, was stabbed and found dead in 
the street ; and Liu Chi-ting, with whom 
the deceased had been stopping, was 
accused of being guilty of the act. Both 
charges are found by the Governor to be 
‘untrue, although the suspicions which 
prompted the accusations are not without 
: some shadow of reason. The two appellants, 
by repairing to the capital to lodge false 
accusations are notwithstanding brought 
under the penalty of the law relating ‘‘ to 
doing that which you ought not to do,” 
and sentenced each to eighty blows of the 
bamboo. But, in virtue of the Act of 
Grace of the 15th of 11th Moon of Tung- 
che, the sentence was nut to be carriod 
into effect. 
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April 27th.—(1) Edict. Two military 
officers are reprimanded and deprived of 
their buttons, for failing to apprehend 
certain criminals guilty of murdering five 
individuals and wounding others. A date 
is further ordered to be fixed within which 
the said officers will positively be required 
to produce the prisoners. 


(2) Two more edicts—one commanding 
the Civil Service Board to consider and 
report on a recommendation that an Under 
Secretary of the Criminal Board, who has 
distinguished himself in capturing certain 
criminals, be promoted. Another, com- 
manding the Governor of Hunan to select 
an officer to fill the vacant Prefecture of 
Nan-chang—a post of considerable import- 
ance—from the other incumbent prefects 
under his jurisdiction. 


(3) The Commander-in-chief of Kwei- 
chow, Chen Tah-wou, reports that he has 
brought to a satisfactory close the financial 
troubles connected with the disbanding 
and payment of the Ts’ou (Honan and 
Hupeh) forces. ‘‘Your slave left the 
provincial capital of Szechuen, C’heng-tou, 
on the 21st of the 9th moon of last year, 
and arrived at Chung-king on the 6th of 
the following month. With the exception 
of the rear detachment of the force—three 
regiments, which had been also ordered 
on from Kweichow to be disbanded—the 
various battalions had all arrived, and 
were encamped at different places in the 
vicinity of Chung-king. Of the funds 
ordered to be contributed by Szechuen, 
Tis. 200,000 had been furnished, and the 
feelings of the soldiers had been some- 
what quieted in consequence. Your slave 
at once called together the various Gene- 
rals in command; informed them of the 
absence of funds in the Provincial Ex- 
chequer of Szechuen; that it would be 
impossible to pay more than 70% of the 
arrears, and that unless measures could be 
devised of commuting for the deficiency by 
the “ pau-chuen system,” ¢.e, bestowal of 


honorary distinctions (Note.—$8 49 pau- 


chuen is used for the acceptation, supposed. 
to be willingly, of a ‘‘ button” in lieu of 
money due ; being really a ‘‘ get what you 
can” arrangement), it would be most 
difficult to fix a date for final settlement. 
In dismissing them with instructions to 
carry out these measures, words exhorting 
them to be inspired by patriotism and 
disinterestedness were also not omitted, 
and subsequent reports were received to 
the effect that the proposition had been 
successfully carried into effect by each 
General. The amount of contribution due 


by Imperial allotment, and still remain- 
ing unpaid by Szechuen, amounted to 
Tis. 940,000—but deducting from this 
Tls, 119,000 borrowed by the Province from 
the finance office of Kweichow, which by 
Imperial assent is not to be returned, the 
balance at present due stands at Tis. 
825,000— while the total sum which the 
Provincial authorities have on two se- 
parate occasions agreed to provide is only 
Tis. 580,000—to go specially towards 
liquidating arrears of pay. In addition to 
this, Tls. 100,000 were payable to meet 
the monthly expense of feeding the troops 
after their pay ceased, and while waiting 
to receive the arrears due to them. Not- 
withstanding great economy, this latter 
has been insufficient, and the deficiency 
has had to be otherwise made good. 
Without taking this into account, Ts. 
240,000 are still required to complete 
authorizable requirements. As the pay- 
ments of contributions have come in, your 
slave has employed the funds in disband- 
ing and paying off first such troops as 
urgency dictated; the most important 
being those who have been long in active 
service, and whose thoughts are strongly 
_ directed to their homes. As regards the 
contributions actually stipulated for by the 
Szechuen authorities, there is an amount 
of Tis. 90,000 still to be paid over in 
monthly instalments by the Fuh-yung 
finance office. But these instalments run 
on till the middle of the 4th moon—too 
late to administer to the pressing needs of 
the day. Arrangements have therefore 
been made with the Taotai, Chian Ching- 
yuen, and tho Prefect of Chung-ching, 
Chui-heng, to obtain the money, by loan, 
in advance. From the 10th moon of last 
year, to the commencement of the 1st moon 
of the present year, your slave, assisted by 
the various officers in command, has been 
busily engaged in all the details entailed 
by the disbanding of the troops—.e., of 
issuing pay, receiving back weapons, and of 
delegating officers to accompany the men 
in detachments to their respective homes ; 
and, with the exception of the Wu 


character ey the last character of the 


Commander-in-chief’s name) battalion, the 
whole of the Ts’ou force under my control 
has been disbanded. The Wu battalion 
men, belonging principally to Hunan, 
will-be taken to I-chang, and there paid 
off. These arrangements having one after 
another been satisfactorily made, the 
uneasiness amongst the troops was thereby 
allayed, and for the last few months this 
place has been restored to tranquility.” 
The Commander-in-chief finishes his 
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memorial by announcing that, on the Gtt! 
of the 2nd moon, he will proceed with al! 
haste, vid Hupeh and Honan, to knee! 
before the Throne and listen to the 
Imperial will. } 

(4) A supplementary memorial to thei 
above, setting forth the extremely critical! 
position of affairs when the Ts’ou troops! 
first arrived in Szechuen, owing to the 
want of funds to pay their arears, and 
recommending for promotion or honorable 
mention those officers, civil and military,} 
who distinguished themselves by respond-; 
ing to financial exigencies and by allaying! 
the dissatisfaction of the soldiers. 

(5) Another supplementary memorial, 
giving a brief review of the successful 
compaigns against the rebels in the various 
Provinces of China. The many obtacles 
to overcome, the determined resistance of 
the rebels at every step; the ravages of 
disease from malaria during the hot wea- 
ther, and ‘‘ the defeat of your enemy before 
taking your morning rice”-spirit of the 
troops. are all expatiated upon, and the 
number of soldiers attached to the Com- 
mander-in-chief’s original corps—after- 
wards led by Li Yan-won—who succumbed 
from beginning to end by death in the ranks 
and disease, is instanced as amounting to! 
10,500 @ 10,600 men. Other temples have 
therefore been erected, at places to which 
the men principally belonged, in their} 
memory, and the local officials are ordered 
to repair thither every Spring and Autumn 
to sacrifice to their manes and thus com- 
memorate their loyalty. 

(6) A Chi-shien in Honan had been im- 
peached for being short in the payment of 
public moneys, and deprived of his button. 
The Governor now requests that, in virtue 
of the sum having been made good, his 
button be returned, to which the Imperial 
consent is given. 

April 28th.—(1) A decree gazetting s 
long list of promotions. 

(2) A memorial from the Cabinet Minis- 
ter and Governor-General of Chihli, Li 
Hung-chang, Ear! of first grade. An in- 
habitant of the Yung-cheng district had 
lodged an accusation at the capital against 
some tax clerks, Kwoh Pei-cheng and 
others, for extorting money and being | 
the cause of his father’s death, who! 
endeavoured to commit suicide, when 
confined in prison for not paying 
his taxes, by piercing himself with 
a nail, It is found that the father re- 
covered from the injury self-inflicted, and 
died afterwards from ordinary disease. 
The appellant is therefore brought under 
the law of doing that which he ought not 
to do, i.e, lodging a false plaint, and 


sentenced to 120 blows of the bamboo. 
But this, in virtue of the act of grace since 


the offence, is remitted. 


ling and others. 


April 29th.—(1) Two Imperial Edicts, 
commanding two cases of appeal to be 
investigated and adjudicated upon by the 
Governor-Generals of the Provinces con- 
cerned. 

(2) A memorial by the Censor Kwei- 
A member of the Im- 


perial clan Chang-tsing, formerly holding 
the position of General in the army, was 
stripped of his rank for certain conduct, 
but still continued to render assistance as 


j 


: 


1 
, 


a subordinate. It was in this position 


that he was killed at the capture of I-li by 


the rebels in the fourth year of Tung-chi, 
when fighting manfully on the ramparts ; 
while his entire family—male and female— 
swallowed poison and sacrificed themselves 
to preserve their honor. The nephew, 
En-show, sent a messenger to ascertain the 
true circumstances of the case, of which he 
had only heard a rumour; but the road 
was intercepted by rebels and no informa- 
tion was then procured. Recently a ser- 
vant, who was at the time in ery Eerie dn ‘8 
employ, has returned and given a full and 

reliable report of the proceedings. The 


: Imperial assent is therefore craved, in 


+ accordance with the law existing on this 


* 
i, 


subject, to graciously allow Chang-tsing to 


- be restored posthumously to his previous 
* honors. 


had 


ee 


- ~ 


Me 
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(3) The newly appointed Chief Justice 
of Shantung, Chen Sz-cha, reports having 
taken over his seals of office. 

(4) The Governor of Honan, Tsien Ting- 
ming, memoralizes in respect to a Che- 


, shien being found, after his death, to be 


short of public money to the extent of 
Tis. 20,800, which the family, in view 
of the death of the Che-shien, think it 
not incumbent on them to make good. 
Orders had been issued to make searching 
enquiry as to what money was left in the 
hands of the family, and also to sell any 
real estate that may be left. 

(5) Liu Chong-yin, Governor of Kwang- 
si, memorialises in regard to official 
movements within his jurisdiction. 

April 30th.—({1) Several nominations of 
high officials are Gazetted, to personify 
certain officers sent off to their posts, also 
to examine into other public affairs. A 


; monthly list of officials nominated in the 


different provinces also appears. 

(2) The Governor of Shen-si, Shan 
Heng-yi, represents to the Throne that 
in the case of Lama chiefs from Tibet 
repairing to the capital to present tribute, 
or to relieve their countrymen resident 
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there, it is the custom for the local officials 
to supply them with food en route, and 
beasts of burden to convey their effects. 
On passing the border at Szechuen, it is 
further the rule to depute Chinese officers 
to act as escort. But evil practices appear 
to have sprung from these regulations. 
The escort officers enter into league with 
the interpreters, require two or three times 
more beasts of burden than are necessary, 
and tout for the conveyance of merchants’ 
cargo at reduced rates. They also trump 
up false charges, accusing people of steal- 
ing the tribute articles, and make this a 
means to extort money ; in fine, ‘‘ words 
are insufficient to narrate the way imposi- 
tions are practiced.” Remedial measures, as 
suggested by two Che-shiena, are proposed ; 
i.e., that when the Lama missions cross 
the border, a full inventory of the 
articles conveyed should be at once taken ; 
that the various boxes should be 
labelled with a list of contents and parti- 
culars of weight of each; and that the 
total number of beasts of burden required 
should be plainly specified for the informa- 
tion of the officials of each province when 
passing into their respective jurisdictions. 
The Imperial command is therefore 
solicited, to be given to the Governor- 
General of Szechuen to carry the above 
suggestions into effect. 

(3) A memorial from Shan. Heng-yih, 
Governor of Shen-si, on measures to be 
takeu in his province to render more 
eflicient the working of the ‘‘ virtue 
reward office.” The morals of the people 
are represented to be vitally connected 
with the effective bestowal of posthumous 
marks of distinction for deeds of hervism, 
acts of merit, and lives of virtue, &c., &c. ; 
and although the above establishment 
has in 8 successive lists returned 117,039 
names of civil and military officers, gentry, 
soldiers and wives and daughters, as worthy 
of distinguishing marks, it is to be feared 
that owing to the difficulty of enquiry 
caused by the devastation of war, there 
must still be many incidents which have 
escaped enquiry, 4. e., deaths in the ranks 
when fighting or defending towns, people 
captured and preferring death to submis- 
sion to the enemy, and of women dying to 
preserve their virtue, which time and cir- 
cumstances have obliterated from memory : 
and it is desirable that not one of these 
should be allowed to pass unnoticed. To 
this end, the merit-reward establishment 
has been amalgamated with the military or 
volunteer office, which it is supposed will 
assist the enquiries to be made. ‘The 
Imperial assent has been published by the 
Cabinet. 
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(4) Another memorial from the same 
officials wishing to retain a Manchu officer 
in his former position. 

(5) A memorial from Ching Liu Kwei, 
in charge of affairs beyond the border. A 
system was inaugurated in the 4th year of 
Hien-fung, of issuing certificates, classed 
red and white, to troops, entitling them to 
certain reward, or payment, of money at a 
future date, and issued in view of the re- 
duced state of public finance at the moment. 
During recent years, the Provincial exche- 
quers have been so low as to render the re- 
demption of cert of these certificates 
impossible, while the condition of the 
holders is stated to be so poor that they 
are unable to pay for funeral services and 
rites to their relatives. The redemption 
of the red class certificates has been in 
abeyance by special order since the 4th 
year of Hien-fung, and the white since 
the 10th year. It is at present requested 
that the redemption of the white certifi- 
cates, issued to the troops under the me- 
morialists’ command, be now made.— 
Rescript: Let the ‘Board consult and 
report, 

May Ist—(1) Edict commanding that 
pothumoys honors be conferred on Fuh 
Tsi-ou, who fulfilled the post of Governor 
of Anhwei in Hien-fnng’s reign, and whose 
death Li Hung-chang reports. 

(2) Two Manchu officials, Tung-sheng 
and Toh-ko-tuan, memorialise, impeaching 
certain officers with carelessness and neglect 
of duty. A previous report of the circum- 
stances connected with the impeachment 
had already been reported to the Throne, 
and a narrative, as elicited from the pri- 
soners examined, is again given. The 
case is one of a very daring attack on the 
Gaol of How-lan Ting, near Jehol, by a 
band of over 30 mounted and foot robbers. 
After making known their intention to the 
inmates of the prison, they effected their 
entry during the stillness of a moonlight 
night, released the fetters of the prisoners, 
overawed and wounded some of the 
gaolers, and finally set at liberty over 50 
prisoners. Some of these were afterwards 
captured, and others delivered themselves 
up ; but 43 are still atlarge. Punishment 
is requested to be dealt out to the officers 
who shewed neglect, a time to be fixed for 
bringing to justice the robbers and escaped 
prisoners; and the prisoners recaptured 
are to be dealt with according to law. 

May 2nd.—(1) Thanks are returned by 
several officers for appointments received. 

(2) Edict, commanding an examination 
to be made at the Pau-ho-tien (peace pre- 
servation hall), Peking, into the capabilities 
of the various Examiners before appointing 
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them to the different provinces. (Note.-. 
This is in anticipation of the extra, or act «: 
grace triennial examination, to be hei. 
this year in the 8th moon, in virtue of tl: 
accession of a new Emperor to the throne: 

(3) The Governor-General of the tw 
Kwangs and Governor of Kiangsu boi. 
report on investigations made into tl: 
character and capabilities of expectan; 
officials within their jurisdiction. j 

May 3rd.—(1) A decree commandin. 
Tso Tsung-tang to assume the contri 
and direction of military affairs in Chines: 
Turkestan, and ordering Chin-shun to aid 
as assistant administrator. . 

(2) Kwei-yuh and Heng-shun memorialis 
requesting that surplus banner men 34 
Cheng-tu—the provincial capital of Sz: 
chuen—be drafted to Nanking. Ti 
authorised number of troops at Cheng-tu: 
entitled to the issue of rations, is tw: 
thousand six hundred odd ; but, owing t? 
the growth of their families, a lar: 
excess of strong hale and intrepid youn; 
men exists who are a great burden t, 
those on the roll, and while anxious; 
serve their country, cause actual want i:! 
the encampment. At Nanking, on th: 
other hand, the full complement has nii 
been made good since the ravages of civ: ‘ 
strife, and the Imperial consent is crave. 
to allow of 500 cavalry being transferre.! 
thither from Cheng-tu.—Rescript : Li: 
it be as desired. The proper Board wi! 
take note. i 

(3) A memorial from the Governor ¢' 
Shan-si, respecting the filling up of th: 
vacancy caused by the death of a Brigadic:, 
General while under commission. } 

(4) The foregoing Governor, Pau Yuer- 
shen, reports to the Throne on the virtu::. 
displayed by a lady of Shansi, an: 
requests, in deference to an influenti: : 
petition received from a long list of gentry ; 
that a memorial monument be erected |; 
immortalize her name. The lady Ho wi: 
married at eighteen, to Lu Shu-yung, su: 
of a Che-shien. The husband, whit. 
living with his parents, was taken 1. 
in tho autumn of the 12th year « 
Tungchi (1873). The disease shewed ear!; 
symptoms of a dangerous character, bi:* 
the lady, although occupied every nig. 
in secretly burning incense and offerin.: 
up tearful prayers, maintained during tl: 
day a cheerful countenance, that th 
parents might not be overcome by dejec. 
tion. For months she changed not h- 
raiments, but devoted herself sedi: 
lously to administering to the want: 
of her husband, and finally as a las: 
recourse she cut ‘from her arm a piece c: 
flesh to mix with the medicine, But he: 


. husband succumbed to the disease. 


Lo * 
endeavours were of no avail, and her 
The 


lady Ho was then overcome with grief, and 


‘by medical appliances. 
already resolved not 


fainting several times was recovered only 

But she had 
to outlive her 
hhusband, and after privately writing to 
her sister-in-law to come and attend upon 


. the two parents, already advanced in years 


—she swallowed a gold ring, and at the 


: age of thirty-four thus sacrificed her life 


on the altar of conjugal virtue. Rescript. 


. — Let the virtue of the lady Ho be com- 
- memorated as desired. ‘ 


May 4th.—(1) An edict, ordering Ching- 


- shun to be Commander of the forces at 
: Ou-lou-moh-tsi, in Chinese Turkestan— 


CNote.—Ching-shun was gazetted on the 
3rd, to assist Tso Tsung-tang)—and Ching- 


- lien to be commander of the White Banner 
. Chinese force ; the latter having to repair 
- at once to the Capital to take up his post. 


i 


(2) The Governor of Honan, Tsien Ting- 
ming, reports on the trial and award of a 
case of manslaughter, lodged at the Capital 
and referred to the decision of the pro- 
vincial authorities. The appellant’s father, 
Li Ting-yung, in 1872, arranged the sale of 
an ox and an ass to the accused’s father, 
Chau-fuh. Subsequently, an altercation 


. arose on the subject of payment with the 


| buyer’s son, Chau-chiin. 


Li Ting-yung 
struck a blow at Chau-chiin, which the 
latter managed to avoid, but, picking up a 
vegetable knife to frighten his antagonist, 
he accidentally stabbed him in the abdomen 
while making a feint thrust, which caused 
his death within a short time afterwards. 
The deceased’s son, the appellant, Li Sing- 
chieh, lodged a charge of murder at the 
Prefect’s yamén, and the case was thence 
referred to the District Magistrate for ad- 
jvdication. Here the appellant for some 
reason shewed considerable reluctance 
about making an appearanee. In the 
meanwhile, his cousin was summoned to 
the bar, and the appellant, hearing false 
rumours to the effect that the yamén men 
had been extorting money, and that his 
cousin had been subjected to coercion and 
punishment, thereupon resorted to a higher 
tribunal—i.e,, first to the Provincial Court 
and lastly to the Capital. The Governor, 
after a full investigation, finds that the 
death wound was beyond all doubt given 
unintentionally, but that, according to the 
law of “homicide” during an affray, no 
matter by what means, sentence of strangu- 
lation should be passed upon Chau-chiin— 
the said sentence to be carried out in the 
autumn, In virtue, however, of the act 
of grace passed since the commission of the 
crime, the punishment will be commuted 
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to one hundred blows of the bamboo and 
transportation to a distance of 3000 li. 

(3) The above Governor presents a fur- 
ther memorial, suggesting that the district 
of Kau-cheng, now included under the 
jurisdiction of the Wei-yau Prefecture, 
should revert again to the Prefecture of 
Kwei-teh. The change in the course of 
the Yellow River led to the original 
transfer ; but, in consequence of a sub- 
sequent further alteration in the course of 
the stream, the approach to Kau-cheng 
from Wei-yau is intercepted by the river, 
and a re-transfer thus rendered desirable, 
in the interest of officials as well as the 
people.—Rescript : Let the Buard consult 
and report. 

May 5th.—(1) An Edict degrading 
several officials in Fungtien (Manchuria) 
for remissness and suspicious conduct in 
respect to the banditti in that neighbour- 
hood ; also handing over other otticials to 
the Board for investigation and punish- 
ment, 

(2) Two more Edicts relating to official 
movements. 

(3) A memorial relating to the convales- 
cence of a Brigadier-General, Ou-leh-hing- 
aw, and to his return to his duties at 
Ning-kou-tah in Manchuria. 

(4) A memorial from Yeh-yung and 
Yih-ai, high Manchu officers, setting forth 
that at the recapture by the Imperialists of 
Ning-kou-tah, which fell to the rebels last 
year, a general of the left, Yung-lien-yun, 
and his nephew, a Captain of Artillery, 
Wen-shuy, are accused by certain of the 
soldiers and officers of using their influence 
to stop the pursuit of the insurgents, and 
of also escorting some of their number 
away in safety. The two accused, it 
appears, were captured by the rebels 
during their seizure of the town, and their 
lives were spared only through the en- 
treaties of the resident merchants ; their 
subsequent action being probably actuated 
by gratitude. Owing to the distance of 
Ning-kou-tah—some 800 li to the East of 
the Provincial town of Shengching, it had 
been difficult to summon and procure at 
once the necessary witnesses; but that 
officers of the Imperial army should mean- 
ly cling to life by the favor of rebels, is 
already casting disgrace on their cloth, 
and the Imperial sanction is asked to 
allow that the two accused be at once 
stripped of their rank preparatory to a 
full investigation. 

(6) Ting Pao-chen, Governor of Shan- 
tung, reports on the marvellous inter- 
vention of the River Gods during important 
works at Chia-chuang. The embankments 
to be repaired are represented to have 


been a work of singular difficulty ; the 
hearts of the officers and men engaged 
were dismayed at the danger to be sur- 
mounted, and even the Governor himself 
could not but confess to feeling consider- 
able trepidation. On 18th of the 2nd 
moon, while at a total loss as to what 
measures should be taken, the ‘‘ Golden 
Dragon, No. 4 Great King,” gloriously 
revealed Himself to earthly eyes (in the 
metamorphosed form of a snake.) The 
Governor, then, with his subordinates 
—civil and military—all devoutly prayed 
that divine assistance might be vouchaafed. 
On the 20th, 21st, and 24th, 


The Yellow great King, 
9» Vermillion do. 


», Exalted do. 
9, Nine Dragon General. 
x» Yangsy do. 
» Tang do. 
» Liu do. 
9, Tsau do. 


all respectively manifested themselves in 
metamorphosed form, and on the last 
date mentioned a hurricane suddenly 
rose up and the force of the waters 
became abated. That the works were 
finally completed, is ascribed to the divine 
assistance thus vouchsafed, but that the 
Gods should thus intercede in the interest 
of the country, is doubtless due in great 
measure to the virtues of their Imperial 
Majesties, the Dowager Empresses and the 
Emperor, by whose devoutness the Gods 
have been influenced. In regard to in- 
creased posthumous honors to be conferred 
on the above Gods, see Imperial edict in 
Gazette of 21st April. 


May 6th.—(!) Several Edicts about offi- 
cial movements. 

(2) A memorial from the Governor- 
General of Fukhien and Chekiang, res- 
pecting the interchange of officials within 
his jurisdiction. 

(3) Ting Pao-chen, Governor of Shan- 
tung, impeaches a magistrate, Chong-yuh- 
yuen, for failing to carry out instructions 
in regard to the conservation of the Yellow 
River. It is requested that he be suspen- 
ded and that his rank be withheld until the 
orders given are satisfactorily carried out. 
The request is assented to. 

(4) ‘Ting Pao-cheng charges a Colonel, 
Wang Hioh-li, who had acquitted himself 
formerly with credit in the campaign 
againat the rebels, with abandoning himself 
to lust and opium, and also with making 
deductions from the pay of the officers 
under his control. The dismissal of the 
Colonel, and after-examination, is asked for 
and assented to. 
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Several short memorials follow, havin 
reference to civil service changes. 

May 7th.—This Gazette, as well as 
portion of that of the 8th, is taken up wit: 
a lengthy report by the grand secretary ani: 
secretary of the Board of War, Kwang: 
shen and Hai Tung-shan, on allege: 
embezzlements and corrupt practices con- 


nected with the Ping-chai-chuh Fe 3S JA 


—a system of establishments to provide 
accommodation for troops en rout: 
throughout the province of Szechuen. I: 
the Gazette of 24th April is an Edic 
having reference to the present report, 
and embodying the important features ci: 
the subject under investigation. | 

8th May.—Kdict. From the commence! 
ment of spring, great scarcity of rain ha 
prevailed around the Capital. Thi 
‘ opening of summer” term has now paszed.' 
and the fields are in urgent want of th:, 
moistening bounties of Heaven. Great 
solicitude cannot but be felt, and it i! 
fitting that prayers should be devout!) 
offered up to secure the benign reyanl 
required. The Princes of Tun, of Kung. 
and others, are therefore ordered to repait 
on the 11th to the various Temples, t 
perform the necessary ceremonies. 


(2) A report from the two foregoin:! 
officials, on an investigation instituted int: 
an allegation made by the Cabinet Mini. 
ter, Kwang-an, respecting affairs it 
Szechuen. For every one Tael of Impe: 
rially tixed land and grain tax, with th: 
ordina'y addition for waste, it is allege 
that extra collections, to the extent c: 
Tls. 7 a 8, are made, which are demande: 
under all kinds of subtle names—to wit. 
for difference in scale, packing sycee sut- 
scription, &c. ‘The memorialists hai 
made enquiries of the Governor-General: 
from whom it appears that the land an: 
grain taxes of Szechuen are fixed ats, 
total of Tis. 660,000, to which Tls. 100,0u:, 
are added for the ordinary 15 per cent; 
allowed for expenses; that the net! 
amount has to be accounted for by ofi:-, 
cials according to ‘‘ Treasury scale” ani: 
‘* Treasury touch ;” that the scale currents: 
used amongst the people shows a difference: 
of 3 per cent., and that the touch of the} 
silver in circulation is also inferior ; for! 
all of which calculation has to bel 
made; further, that in some poor; 
districts, where silver is scarce, cash has, 
to be received in payment, and has to: 
be changed into sycee at the wealthier: 
towns. But the collection thus made 
in varied form is a measure designed to 
accommodate the people, and no undue 
demands are made. Apart from this, 
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contributions have been rendered necessary 
for repairing city walls, banks, bridges and 
roads, and for attending to the conservation 
of rivers, &c., all of which are necessary 
works, while the collections are not made 
‘without proper authority. To the charge 
that exactions are made under the cover 
of subtle excuses, the Governor-General 
amakes an emphatic denial. The memo- 
rialists, in view of the Governor-General’s 
statements, which appear satisfactory, 
deem it unnecessary to institute further 
examination into the past, but are of 
opinion that an addition of 7 a 800 per 
cent. has actually been made to the 
‘taxation; and while pointing out that 
the vitality of the people is likely to 
‘be sapped by such burdensome taxation, 
they recommend that the Governor- 
General be enjoined to exercise in- 
creased vigilance in stopping extortion 
and malpractices, and in not allowing con- 
tributions to be demanded too lightly: 
‘© Although there may be a work which, for 
ten thousand reasons, cannot be avoided, 
still should full consent be first obtained 
from the higher authorities before the 
collections are authorised?” The Minister, 
Kwang-an, further suggested that the 
Szechuen li-kin barriers should be closed. 
In answer to this it is argued that, 
although the province is now relieved of 
imternal troubles, precautionary measures 
cannot be entirely renounced, and that 
‘the expense of the troops still retained 
‘must as a necessity be met. That, as 
expediency admits, the surplus soldiers 
‘will be disbanded, and that the barriers 
‘can be gradually closed as the disbanding 
‘takes place. Three barriers are at present 
to be removed, but 16 others are pointed 
out which will have to remain for the 
time. 

' May 9th.—(1) Several official appoint- 
‘ments are gazetted. 

(2) Kwang-sheu and Hia-tung, of the 
‘Board of War, in a long memorial extend- 
‘ing over two Gazettes, report on further in- 
‘vestigation made into Szechuen affairs. 
On the 9th of the first moon they had 
‘reached the Kwang-yun district in 
‘Szechuen, when they received en route a 
‘despatch from the Ministers of the Cabinet 
‘to the effect that, on the 23rd of the 12th 
moon, the Imperial command had been 
received stating that information had been 
‘received of a disturbance amongst the 
‘6 Tah” character garrison troops in 
Szechuen, who, in order to intimidate their 
‘officers into paying their arrears, had 
forced an entry into and taken up their 
quarters in the Prefectural town. The 
sea was, therefore, delegated for enquiry 
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to the two Oommissioners. The troops in 
question were on garrison duty in the Pre- 


fecture of Sii-chew Bx}. The arrears 


due had accumulated to the extent of 18 
months’ pay, and many of the soldiers 
being anxious to return home, made im- 
portunate demands in person on the pay- 
master, Hia Teh-ying. Tho latter having 
no funds wherewith to meet the claims, 
fled to avoid danger. Hereupon, the 
troops left their encampment, and took up 


their quarters within the city of Si-chew. 


The Governor-General hearing of the 
affair, at once degraded Hia Teh-ying, re- 
primanded and deprived of his peacock’s 
feather the commanding officer, Ohing 
Hioh-teh, and appointed other civil and 
military officers to proceed to the spot, 
and take such measures as expediency 
might require. Subsequently, funds were 
forwarded to the Prefecture, The troops 
received their arrears, and discipline was 
restored. Statements are referred to, of 
the soldiers having fired off guns within 
the city, and of the people having been 
exhorted not to leave the place: but it 
appears to have been found by the Com- 
missioners that the troops comported them- 
selves quietly during the reign of confusion 
in the city, no acts of violence having 
been committed. The result of the in- 
vestigation is that the Commander, Ching 
Hioh-teh, having proved himself incompe- 
tent to maintain discipline, his conduct 
should have been reported for punishment, 
& mere reprimand from the Governor, 
accompanied with the stripping him of his 
peacosk feather, being a correction inade- 
quate to the gravity of the occasion. 
The Imperial command is therefore asked, 
requiring that Ching Hioh-teh be handed 
over to the Board to be dealt with 
according to the merits .of the case. 
The Governor-General, Ou-tang, is also 
charged with undue laxity in not im- 
peaching the commander ; and the case is 
also asked to be referred to the considera- 
tion of the Board. The two Commis- 
sioners further report on several sub- 
sidiary cases brought under their cog- 
nisance, 4.¢.:— 

(1) In the District of Ee-piu, owing to 
the large requirement by Government 
officials and troops en route for horses and 
beasts of burden, consent had been obtained 
by the magistrate through the various chan- 
nels up to the Governor General’s yamén, 
to increase the contribution demandable 
from the local people. Although he found 
that no embezzlement was made of the 
funds thus collected, it was the duty of 
the magistrate in terms of the application 


-made, to render a monthly account of 
incomings to the Prefect. Having failed 
to do this, the magistrate is guilty of mis- 
demeanour, and his conduct is desired to be 
referred to the Board. 

(2) An ex-magistrate of the Canton 
province, Hwang, was summoned before 
the magistrate of Pa-shan to answer to an 
accusation respecting the ownership of 
land. Hwang displayed some temper in 
Court, and was beaten on the palm of the 
hand by order of the presiding magistrate. 
After being bailed out, fearing to be sub- 
jected to further disgrace if he appeared 
again, he committed suicide by swallowing 
poison. The infliction of corporal punish- 
ment on an official in a trivial case 
arising from a suit about land, is declared 
to be a violation against established 
regulations, and the action of the Pa-shan 
magistrate is impeached. 

(3) A dismissed magistrate, Sung-yiin, 
also holding the literary degree of Tsinsz, 
was accused by an elder brother, by whom 
he was supported and educated during his 
youth, of renouncing all paternal claims, 
in fact, of treating his brother as a 
stranger. The case was tried, and Sung- 
yiin, being very obstreperous and insolent 
in Court, corporeal punishment on the hand 
was also administered, and the accused 
further kept in confinement. After his 
release, he died within a short time. 
Sung-yiin, although dismissed from his 
magistracy, hadit appears been re-appointed 
in an acting capacity to other duties, and 
the application of corporal punishment 
was rendered by such reason unjustifi- 
able. The officials implicated are therefore 
reported for punishment by the Board. 

The above concludes the personal in- 
vestigations of the two Commissioners in 
Szechuen, who report that they propose 
returning with their subordinates to the 
capital, 

May 10th.—Gazette is taken up prin- 
cipally by the conclusion of the foregoing 
report ; it contains besides— 

(1) An Edict dismissing a Prefect in 
Kwangsi, for resorting to artful and low 
expedients to make a name for himself. 

(2) Another memorial from Kwang- 
cheu and Hia-tung respecting the abolish- 
ment of establishments in Szechnen for 
providing quarters and beasts of burden to 
officials, etc., en route through the pro- 
vince; and for particulars in respect to 
which see edict in a previous Gazette. 

May 1lth.—{1) An edict from the 
Dowager Empresses, in reference to repairs 
to the ‘* Wei ” Imperial sepulchre. 

(2) The Ministor, Li Hung-chang, and 
others, on their knees memorialise in 
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reply to the Imperial command mac: 
known as follows :—‘‘ Her late Majesty 
Meen-chia-shun, a lady of perfect virtu: 
and of a family eleva#ed by its refine: 
breeding, was affianced to His lat. 
Majesty, and became Queen Consort of th:: 
‘Central’ Palace; her benevolence suf-; 
fused itself throughout the Court, The: 
fountain head of the ‘female element,' 
and the first symbol thus of the earth, sh: 
centred around her an atmosphere o: 
virtue illimitablein extent, and respondei, 
to the divine scheme of nature by co. 
operating with and assisting the ‘ mak. 
principle.’ Her gentleness and excellenc:' 
formed a pattern for study, and her stric:: 
rectitude exerted influence throughout the; 
six Palaces. Her comportment was retir., 
ing and modest, and for the three year: 
that she graced the Court, while making: 
manifest the excellence of her rule over 
‘inner’ affairs, she further shared in the 
anxieties and toils attending the adminis-| 
tration of Government. As successor ti! 
their Majesties the Empresses Dowager, sh:? 
further displayed her filial devotion by her! 
attractive and winning ways; and thi: 
many feminine qualities thus illustrious]: 
exhibited have been evident to every’ 
inmate of the Palace. In conformity wits: 
the regulations handed down by ou: 
ancestors, it is fitting that a glorious epitap!. 
and posthumous title be selected for He:: 
departed, Majesty; and the Ministry is: 
hereby commanded to examine and carefull;, 
note the records and ceremonial canons.: 
and to respectfully make a suitable selec. 
tion. The Ministers, while paying addi-. 
tional tribute to the memory of Her: 
departed Majesty, remark with the greates: 
humility that where the virtues (of au 
Emperor and his consort) harmonise, the’ 
effect may be compared to the sun and, 
moon beautifying the Heavens—(Note: th:. 
sun is another emblem of the male an; 
the moon of the female principle)—ai. 
that where the two natures accord, th: 
female acts in unison with the male ani, 
the scheme of nature is thus carried out; 
In obedience to the Imperial command.‘ 
the Ministers submit two selections i: 
epitaphs, each 12 characters, and both em:} 
bodying the two characters of the deceased! 


Queen’s life-title of Chia-shun Ls Ne 
‘Cexcellent” and “yielding.” In reply: 
to the memorial, the following 12 charac: 


ters have been marked out by the vermil:: 
lion pencil :— | 


2; FF MR Ry, 
HE Bx 53 J). 






* Queen Ee—(Ee, the posthumous term of 
‘* the late Emperor) the filial, wise, ex- 
‘cellent, yielding, chaste, careful, virtuous, 
“€and intelligent, who governed her actions 
'* by the laws of Heaven, and whose life 

‘added | Justre to the teachings of the 
Teé Sag es.’ 

(3) A en in reference to repairs 
sequired to public granaries, which, owing 
“o the want of funds, have fallen into a 
‘\tate of great dilapidation. It is suggested 
shat they need not all be repaired at once, 
jut that Tis. 2,000 to 3,000 should be 
tllowed annually, and the work done gra- 
dually. It is also recommended that the 
ong process of memorialising in each trivial 
-matance should be dispensed with.—Re- 
yeript : noted. 

’ (4) Another memorial, respecting the dis- 
4osal of a surplus of 2) 000 to 3,000 piculs 
>£ old stores of wheat, which it is feared, if 

‘left longer, will rot "and become perfectly 
-1se less. 

i (5) A memorial from Li Han-chang, 
‘Governor-General of Hupeh and Honan, 
in reference to exception being taken at 
‘the appointment of a Taotai within his 
jurisdiction, and which was stated to be 
aot en régle. 

' May 12th.—(1) An edict, promoting 
‘several officers who distinguished them- 
‘selves in suppressing an outbreak, in the 
10th moon of last year, at a place in Sze- 
‘chuen called O-pien. 

: (2) Tso Tsung-tang, Governor-General 
of Shensi and Kansuh, reports on the re- 
‘consideration of and re-investigation into 
the heroic conduct of a former Acting- 

Prefect of Kwei-teh, Chen-shun, and his 
‘family and subordinates, all now deceased. 
Chin-shun entered into his duties on the 
8th moon of the first year of Tung-chi 
(1862), just at the time when the Ma- 
hommedans raised the standared of re- 
bellion. All the neighbouring towns fell, 
‘one after another, to the fury of the 
insurgent, but Kwei-teh, owing to the 
energetic and gallant defence of Chen-shun, 
‘held out bravely for six years. Forlorn 
iand unassisted, the hearts of the people 
‘were strengthened to resistance by the ex- 
-ertions of their Prefect ; but during the 
night of the 16th of the 2nd Moon of the 
6th year of Tung-chi, the rebel chiefs, with 
over 1,000 followers, surprised the town. 
:Cheng-shun ascended the battlement and 
‘fought manfully—hurling down a rain of 
;stones on the enemy; but treachery had 
already shewn itself within the walls. The 
gates were opened and the rebels poured 
in. Chen-shun now gathered together his 
followers, and with sword and knives fought 
hand to haud in the streets. Seventeen of 
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the rebels had fallen before them, when a 
band attacked them in the rear, and Cheng- 
shun was felled to the ground by a stone 
hurled at his head. The insurgents 
crowded around him, but Cheng-shun 
railed at them in a furious tone. They 
cut off his left arm, and he railed with 
increased vehemence. Finally, they cut 
off his right foot and quartered him. 
Cheng-shun’s two brothers then led their 
mother to the scene of his death, and the 
three, while weeping with grief and abusing 
the perpetrators, were despatched by their 
spears. Valour of so rare a character 
should be specially commemorated, and the 
mark of honor previously conferred by the 
Throne on Cheng-shun is considered to be 
inadequate. It is now suggested that 
higher posthumous distinctions should be 
granted, and that the Imperial consent 
should in addition be given to the dedica- 
tion of a temple to the memory of Cheng- 
shun and his family. 

(3) A memorial, by the former Governor- 
General of Shensi and Kaneuh, Yang 
Yuh-ou, who had repaired to the Capital 
on a visit of condolence at the death of the 
late Emperor, to be allowed to return to 
his native place and attend upon his parents 
during their her 4 years. 

May 13th.—(1) A fine of 6 months’ 
stipend imposed on a president of the 
Criminal Board, Ts’ung-shih, is remitted. 

(2) A memorial requesting that the dis- 
tribution of rice from the various relief 
depdts in the capital be prolonged for two 
months beyond the usual date. An edict 
granting the request has already appeared. 
The number of recipients of charity at all 
the depots is here stated to be seven to 
eight hundred, or perhaps over one 
thousand individuals. 

(3) A Manchu official, Fung Sin-toh, 
memorialises the Throne recommending a 
marine, Wang Liang-min, for Imperial 
mark of faver, Wang Liang-min is repre-. 
sented to be seventy six years of age and, 
including and counting from himself, tive 
generations are at present in existence, t.€., 
** together in the family hall.” ‘The memo- 
rialist himself summoned before him and 
witnessed—1, the Patriarch Waug : 2, his 
son : 3, three grand children: 4, six great 
grand children: and 5, one great great 
grand child—all of them in different 
degrees of health and vigour, 7¢., the old 
man still hale and cheerful , others in full 
manly strength and the little fellow with 
his corner tufts of hair looking brave and 
hopeful. So remarkable an instance of 
family felicity is represented to be due to 
the fostering care of the “one man” (the 
Emperor) for his children, the peuple, to 


whom prosperity and long lifo are thus 
vouchsafed ; and it is deemed fitting that 
this happy example should be brought 
before the Imperial notice.—Rescript: Re- 
ferred to the Board of Rites. 

(4) An account of the disturbance 
amongst the Banner soldiers quartered at 
Yangchow, by Muh Teng-au—roferred to 
recently in an Imperial edict. The pay of 
these troops has, according to custom, been 
provided for out-grain contributions due 
by the district of Tantu, and discontent 
arose amongst the soldiers owing to the 
money-value paid, ie., 2,400 cush per 
sheh, being under the market price. The 
magistrate had applied for orders as to 
what action should be taken, and delay 
consequently arose in the issue of the pay. 
Beyond the trampling down and injury of 
a few articles in the yamén, no vivlence 
was committed. 

May 14th.—(1) Edict appointing Shuy- 
chang to the Intendantship of Shaoshing 
in Chekiang. 

(2) A memorial from the Governor of 
Kwang-tung and also Acting Governor- 
General of the two Kwangs, respecting the 
result of military measures taken to repress 
brigandage in the Districts of An-ping and 
Kai-ping. The disorder and lawlessness 
existing previously in these localities were 
sufficient to cause fear of graver difticulties, 
In the 9th moon of 1873, the Customs’ 
station of Kai-ping wae looted, and two 
guards killed and wounded. In the 10th 
moon, an acting Colonel, while escorting 
his family, was attacked, and some of his 
soldiers wounded at An-ping; and other 
cases of daring robbery were daily crop- 
ping up. Accordingly, during the 10th 
moon following, a Taotai, Ho Ying-chi, 
who had had every experience in military 
affairs, and Colonel Hwang Tseng-teng, 
were despatched at the head of 400 men 
to root out and destroy all the lawless 
people of the place. The mountainous and 
inaccessible character of the country, and 
the shelter and means of escape afforded 
by the neighbouring islands, are brought 
forward as offering great obstacles to the 
action of the troops ; but good service was 
performed, and the robbers, of whom 
twenty-two were executed on the spot, 
were thoroughly extripated and subdued. 
After settlement of the affairs of the two 
Districts in question, 400 soldiers were told 
off on the 19th of the 4th moon of last 
year to proceed to Kwang-ning, and there 
enquire into a feud fight and reprisals 
long going on, between two clans—Sie 
Chung-kwan and Chun Chung-ling. Here 
great difficulties had to be surmounted, 
and it was found necessary to enlist 300 
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soldiers to act as guides and rend: 
general assistance in the cause ; it was al: 
necessary to burn and clear away the trex 
and bamboos of a certain mountain, i. 
order to deprive the insurgents of shelter. 
After much hard work and the furth:-: 
execution of fifty-seven‘malefactors, ord: 
was restored, and the Governor finish: 
up his memorial by requesting that a sui: 
able reward be conferred on the officers 1 
charge of the expedition. : 

May 15th.—(1) Edict. Yih-siang, amen 
ber of the Imperial family petitions to th: 
effect that it will take time to recover frou 
his illness, and desiring that his salary x 
suspended, Yih-siang is hereby allowe: 
to renounce his official duties but, asx 
mark of especial favor, to continue i: 
receipt of his previous emoluments. | 

(2) The Governor of Yunnan, Che: 
Yoh-ying, also holding the acting post‘ 
Governor-General of Yunnan and Kwei 
chow, memorialises the Throne in respec} 
to an envoy having been despatched frou' 
Burmah to present tribute to China; 
Burmah, it is represented, has long sinc 
been ranked among the tributary allie: 


of China Ap Hp), and it has been at 


established regulation that the Yunna: 
authorities should on the decennial pre; 
sentation of tribute, appoint officers ui 
convey the mission through Chines: 
territory to the Capital. But during tl-i 
sixth year of Hien-fung (1856) interna; 
troubles commenced in Yunnan. All th: 
dependencies of the Teng-yeh Tinz: 


fie i p32 (Momein), in the Prefectur, 
of Yung-chong Ik B iif, and borderin:| 
on Burmah, fellinto the possession of th: 
rebels. Communication with that countr' 
was thus intercepted, and the presentatiot: 
of tribute to the Court of China was i: 
consequence suspended for eighteen years| 
In the 11th year of Tung-chi (1872), after! 
the defeat by the memorialist of the To, 


#t Rebels of K 3H Ta-li-fou, a Bur! 


mese officer Tien-i-ya-sah-ua-erh-ta cam: 
to the camp on a mission of enquiry ; and. 
after the re-capture, in the following yea: 


of the Shun-yun ae and Teng-yel 


cities, by which the entire Province 
was again brought under Imperia. 
rule, the aboriginal prefect of Meng-tin; 


mEL, Han-chung-pang Zee Fj, 
subject to the jurisdiction of the lmperia: 
Prefecture of Yung-chong, escorted 3! 
Burmese officer Ma-han-tso-ting-yah-ji-! 
yah-ta to the Provincial capital to ask fu:; 
instructions as to the matter of tribute. 
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The Governor therefore ‘commanded him 
to act in accordance with the established 
custom, and the circumstances were at 
the time submitted by memorial to the 
Throne, as shewn by records existing. 
During last year the Governor received 
instructions from the Imperial Guard Office 
to buy some elephants for Court require- 
ments, and instructions were forthwith sent 
to the Prefect of Yung-chong, Chu-peh-wei 


NS B +g and the sub-Prefect Ou Chi- 


liang RR Rik 55 to despatch messengers 


to purchase the elephants in Burmese 
territory. The King of Burmah, on hear- 
ting of the circumstance, and desirous of 
shewing his friendly feeling, sent officers 


, with two tame elephants to the capital of 


Yunnan, which they reached on the 27th 
of the 11th moon of last year, and requested 
that the animals might be forwarded to 
Peking. Information was also given to 
the effect that articles of tribute, according 
to custom, were in course of preparation 
and would be shortly offered. But, owing 
to it being then mid-winter and the line 
of road covered with snow, it was arranged, 
as reported to the Throne, that escort 


* officers should not be sent to the frontier 


- to meet the mission until the season 


le 


became milder. Subsequently, the acting 


: garrison commander at Teng-yeh, Tsiang 
* Tsung-han Eta ae i, and the acting 


Ye 


. 


: pub-Prefect of Teng-yeh, Ou Chi-liang, 


petitioned stating that on the 15th of the 


: 12th moon (1st Feb.), the Burmese mission 


_ had arrived on the border at Teng-yeh, 


consisting of the chief tribute-envoy Chih- 
yeh-to-chi-mun-tso-mun-tien-tsou-sou with 


; an assistant envoy, interpreters, servants 
_ and elephant-slaves, in all, over fifty in- 


W 
‘ 
It 


dividuals, in charge of five elephants and 
a quantity of tribute presents. Orders 
were at once issued to depute officers to 


, meet and escort the mission ; which latter 


~ of the letter from King Meng-tun mia 


arrived at the Provincial capital on the 
25th of the 2nd moon (Ist April). A copy 


2 
of Burmah, with a list—all in Burmese— 
of the names of the envoys and. of the 
articles brought, were then received and 
duly examined. The Governor here alludes 


. to instructions received at the death of the 
: late Emperor, to stop all tribute offerings 
: for the period of three years; but the 
; preparations made by Burmah in this 


instance were commenced before the 


' receipt of the news of his late Majesty’s 


‘ 


death and, moreover, the length of time 


' Burmah has been precluded from offering 
tribute is considered to offer sufficient 
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ground to justify a departure from the 
orders received. The mission had there- 
fore been sent on, and a list of officers 
charged with its escort to the capital is 
given. 

Appended is a translation of the King of 
Burmah’s letter and of the list of tribute 
offerings, running as follow :— 


King’s Letter. 


Meng-tun, King of Burmah, respectfully 
lays a petition before the Throne of the 
great Emperor of the Heavenly dynasty.— 
Your vassal (here Es. the same character 


as that employed by Ministers of the 
Chinese Government to designate them- 


selves in their memorials, is used, with the © 


addition of siao ay —small—before it) 


would, with all humility, set forth that 
under the universal sway of his Holiness 
the ‘streams and hills” are all objects of 
his fostering care, the kingdoms of the 
distant ocean become cunverted to his 
civilising rule, and as the sunflower bows 
before the sun, so does all mankind turn 
with adoration towards the Imperial 
person. Succeeding to your barren and 
far off dependency of Burmah, your vassal 
is impressed with the deep favors conferred 
by your Heavenly Dynasty when permit- 
ting his country to be, enrolled amongst 


the territory of Yu (the founder of the 


Hia Dynasty); and, in offering up ac- 
cording torule the tribute prescribed, the 
land of Burmah is thus included under the 


heaven of Yau # and all within the 


Realm join with one voice in the Sung 


cry to His Imperial Majesty. (Note.— 
Sung is a mountain where an echo supposed 
to proceed from the spirits of the Hill was 
audible, crying out ‘‘ happiness ! long life ! 
male issue !!") Recently, owing to war 
and rapine on the borders, communication 
has long been intercepted ; but the horrors 
of strife are now happily ended, and the 
universe returned to tranquillity. It is 
fitting, therefore, that your humble vassal 
should at once offer tribute. This letter 
has, consequently, been respectfully drawn 
up in letters of gold, and is accompanied 
by an image of the God of Longevity, five 
tame elephants and with articles of manu- 
facture and productions of the country. 
These are sent under the care of an Envoy 
(name as above), as representative of your 
vassal ; who is charged to respectfully 
convey them to the palace gate, and to 
humbly crave that his great Majesty, the 
Emperor, will deign to receive the offer- 
ings and will further graciously lend ear to 


the feelings of obedience, respect and sub- 
mission entertained by your vassal. 
While writing this letter your vassal is 
overcome with pleasurable feelings of ex- 
treme gratitude, and in concluding his 
petition he humbly wishes his great Lmpe- 
rial Majesty long life for ten thousand ; for 
ten thousand thousand years. 
List of Presents : 
. One Letter in Gold. 
A Burmese stone image of the God of 
Longevity. 
Five tame elephants. 
A pair of ivory tusks, weighing 90 catties. 
Three jade stone articles, weighing 210 
catties, 
Eight gilt framed and inlaid mirrors, 
Two red jewel gold rings. 
d'wo gold rings set with “ Ya-tsing.” 
Eight pieces of yellow, red and green 
Spanish Stripes. 
Ten pieces of thick heavy Shirtings. 
Ten pieces Foreign Crape. 
Ten fine Handkerchiefs. 
Twenty foreign Carpet Rugs. 
10,000 sheets of Gold Leaf. 


Do. do. Silver do. 
Eight catties of Sandal Wood. 
Nine Do. red do. 


Ten bottles scent. 

‘ren bottles pomade. 

Four No, 4 size ornamented boxes. 

Fifty No. 5 do. 

Five Pictures of elephants, 

Fifteen Peacock’s tails, 

(3) A memorial from the same Governor 
in reference to carrying out the Imperial 
order and causing two officials within his 
jurisdiction, whose names comprise the 


character iad the last character in the 


name of the present Emperor, ro We 
Tsai-tien, to remove a stroke, i.e., the bot- 


tom one of the right compound ry which 
thus stands as . ; 


May 16th.—Edict punishing an official 
in Manchuria for laxity in his duties. 

(2) Two memorials from Ying-kwei, re- 
porting two appeal cases lodged at the 
capital by inhabitants respectively of Sze- 
chuen and Honan. In the one case the 
appellant’s family house was attacked and 
set fire to by the respondents, and oue of 
the attacking party being killed, a relative 
of the appellant’s was charged with mur- 
dering him in broad day, and subsequently 
died under the infliction of torture in 
prison. In the other, a younger brother 
of the appellant’s was engayed to be mar- 
ried toacertain young lady, but one of 
the gentry took a liking to the lady, and 
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the brother being enticed to the house « 
his affianced was there murdered to smoot. 
the way for his rival—a richer man. i 
judicial enquiry is asked to be mate ealet 
into both cases. 

(3) Ching-fuh reports having taken ove 
his duties as Intendant of Newchan:' 
Chingchew and Fung-tien. I 

(4) Several official changes are reporte:: 
with his jurisdiction, by the Governor 
Yunnan. 

May 17th.—(1) An Edict setting fort 
that the prayers offered up for rain on th: 
7th of the 4th moon had not been respond.’ 
to by Heaven, and commanding _ th: 
Prince of Kung and others of the nobilit,. 
to repair on the 15th to various Temple: 
mentioned, to repeat the prayer. 

(2) Li Hung- -chang, Governor-General ~ 
Chihli, makes five representations to ti: 
Throne. One, that Fou-tsi, deceased’ 
should be posthumously restored to hi: 
original rank of General. Two, an accou:: 
of repairs to the Yung-ting river duric. 
the spring freshets. Three, thata newi: 
appointed Salt Commissioner had take: 
over the seals of office. Four, removing: 
Mongolian officer from command ove: 
Chinese soldiers, owing to incompetency 
Five, recommending four ex-officials bes 
early employment. 

ay 18th.—(1) The office of eoramneie 
ant of Peking reports the capture of forty: 
one robbers, and requests that the prisone: 
be taken over by the Criminal Board. 

(2) A decree referring a case of appes 
by a woman, Fung-lin, to Tan Chung-l.:' 
for adjudication. | 

(3) The Governor-General of Hui 
Kwang, Li Han-chang, and Governor ¢:: 
Hupeh, Eng Tsung-tsioh, report on a con: 
spiracy entered into between a dismiase:. 
deputy district magistrate, Sii Cheng-shu: 
and certain Yamun underlings, Wang-li-: 
and others, to incite the people of Lau-hv- 
ken—in the district of Kwang-hwa—t.: 
close shops and stop trade. Prohibitory: 
regulations had been put into force to sto:' 
the use of spurious cash, and Sit Cheng-sh , 
being enraged at seizures of false cash maid: 
by a Lieutenant-Colonel, Chen Yu-tsuen 
resorted to every expedient to create di: 
affection amongst the people. He first, i: 
conjunction with his confederates, issue-' 
written notice to all the shops instigatin. 
them to close their shutters, and seein; 
that this had no effect, on the 11th of tli. 
3rd moon of last year he further hired 
forty to fifty miserable lads to go abou: 
the streets and throw stones into the shops: 
He further caused one Fung Ma-tay te: 
collect together sixty or seventy chair-! 
coolies to pass through the town and; 
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frighten the people with loud cries. The 
‘result was that the residents finally closed 
‘their doors; the salt establishment 
‘under charge of Chen Yu-tsuen forming an 
exception, Hung Ma-tz led his followers 
‘into the place ; threw about the salt, and 
-generally looted the establishment. He 
afterwards proceeded to the camp to create 
‘further disturbance, but resistance was here 
‘offered ; Hung was killed, and his con- 
federates all decamped. ‘The ringleaders, 
‘Siti Cheng-shu and Wang-liu were sum- 
marily decapitated by special orders at the 
‘time, and, after investigation into the 
.affair, several accomplices were sentenced 
to be strangled, and others to be bambuoed 
:aud transported. The Magistrate of the 
locality and the Lieutenant-Colonel are 
: both impeached by separate memorial, for 
: failing to preserve order—the former having 
: first been removed from his post. 

May 19th.—(1) Three edicts, in reference 
to the appointment of a Prefect to an in- 
vestigation to be held in the Imperial 
: Library, into the capabilities of applicants 
| for Examinership, relating to the approach- 
: ing examination ; and to the division of 
; Kansuh from Shensi, in reference to ex- 
: amination proceedings. 

, (2) A memorial from the high officials 

of Kweichow, praying that, in view of the 
. approaching examinations, Examiners be 
: appointed for the province, and the number 
; Of degrees to be bestowed be fixed. 

(3) Another, from the Governor of the 
, above province, requesting that, in accord- 
, ance with the established custom requiring 

the province of Szechuen to provide two 
‘ million catties of white copper, towards 
. the expenses of the Kweichow examina- 
; tions; orders be now issued to the said 
; province to furnish, as first instalment, 
; one million catties. The metal is said to 
» be worth Tis. 2.80 per picul, 

(4) The Manchu Commander of Chihli 
, recommends various officials, who distin- 
, guished themselves in the capture of no- 
. torious banditti, for promotion. 

. May 20th.—(L) The Governor-General 
: of Chekiang, and Governor of Fuhkien, 
; Mmemorialise the Throne, recommending a 
.\eertain official to the post of Magistrate 
; Of Chang-hwa, in Formosa—a position 
; Stated to be of great importance. 

, (2) The above officials further report on 
, an investigation into the escape of felons 
; from the gaol of Tung-tsiang, in the Chang- 
:, pou district, particulars of which had been 
; previously laid before the Throne. Owing 
- to heavy wind and rain, the walls of the 
, prison fell in during the night, The keepers 
;, were fast asleep at the time, and the watch- 
, Maan was, further, seeking shelter from the 
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inclemency of the weather, and the prisoners 
were thus able to make their escape. The 
gaolers, it is found, were not in collusion 
with the felons; but for remissness in 
keeping watch, they are sentenced to one 
hundred blows each, the punishment being 
rendered lighter in virtue of the recent 
Act of grace. The Magistrate, although 
absent on public duties on the occasion, is 
still held answerable for not taking proper 
precautions ; and has been dismissed from 
office. 

May 21st.—(1) Several official move- 
ments and promotions are gazetted. 

(2) Tsung-shih reports on investigations 
made into affairs at Moukden, in obedience 
to the Imperial command transmitted on 
the 17th of the 3rd moon. The rifeness 
of brigandage in the province is imputed 
to the laxity and supineness of the officials 
generally, while several names of im- 
portant officers are pointed out as being 
the objects of popular indignation, and 
whose conduct subjects them to dismissal 
and disgrace. Referring to an understood 
regulation, that in no district should more 
than 20 % of acting officials be allowed, the 
number of acting posts held is alleged to 
be far exceeding this limit; and officials 
are retained in office beyond the prescribed 
period, owing to an absence of expectant- 
officials, from whom to draw successors. 
As a flagrant instance of the effeteness of 
the Government, a clerk, Hwang Mo-shien, 
in the Yamén of Moukden, is reported to 

\have exercised for over ten years control 
over the affairs of the entire province, and 
under whose evil influence the machinery 
of Government has become deranged, and 
the interests of the people completely 
neglected. The salaries of some of the 
Officials are reported to have been cut down 
to too low a scale, and as a remedial mea- 
sure towards stopping corruption and mal- 
practice, a higher scale of pay is deemed 
necessary. The memorialist here goes on 
to specify the delinquencies of several 
officials, with the request that they be 
degraded and punished, and finishes by the 
statement that, owing to the utter demor- 
alisation existing, it is actually inex- 
pedient to look too closely for the present 
into the misdeeds of all the various 
officials, as complete disorganisation would 
be the result. He recommends, however, 
that expectant-officials should be drafted 
to the province from other quarters, to 
await employment, and that affairs should 
be gradually brought to order. 

May 22nd.—(1) Several official move- 
ments are gazetted, ; 

(2) The Governor of Shansi, Pau Yuen- 
shun, memorialises at some length, 
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requesting leave to enable him to recruit his 
health.—Rescript; Pau Yuen-shun is 
allowed one month, 

(3) Wu-tang, Governor-General of Sze- 
chuen, memorialises respecting official 
movements in his province. 

(4) The remainder of the Gazette is 
taken up with reports as to Civil Service 
changes. 

May 23rd.—(1) Several reductions and 
Dicey ae in the Civil Service are gazet- 
ted. 

(2) The Governor of Anhwei reports 
the completion of a temple erected in 
obedience to the Imperial will to the me- 
mory of a Major-General Chang, who fell 
while fighting against the Rebels in Hu- 
peh, and requests that the edifice be 
enrolled in the State list of sacrificial 
temples; also that the logal officials be 
required every spring and autumn 
to repair thither, to offer prayers at 
the altar. The temple is erected at the 
native town of the deceased —Hohpa, in 
the prefecture of Louchow, and is also to 
be dedicated to the manes of his sub- 
ordinates who fell in the same campaign. 

(3) The same Governor further reports 
that he had removed the Magistrate, Chau 
Ché-ho, of Hwai-ning, from his post. Chau 
is stated to be over sixty years of age, 
and, although his administration of magis- 
terial duties is marked by honesty, 
care and diligence, his mental vigour has 
recently been observed to have become 
somewhat impaired by age. No miscar- 
riage in his conduct of affairs has yet been 
discovered, but it is deemed expedient, in 
the public interest, to replace him by an 
official of a more able and energetic 
character. 

(4) Peng Yu-ling, formerly vice-presid- 
ent of the Board of War, referring to the 
deep obligations he is under in having 
been graciously permitted to lay aside the 
regular cares of office, and, with the 
exception of a yearly tour of inspection up 
the Yangtze, to spend his time attend- 
ing to his health, reports that 
owing to increasing years — being now 
past sixty—his constitution is gradually 
becoming enfeebled, and that, to his other 
ailments, has been recently added the 
vomiting of blood. But reflecting on the 
present reduced condition of the people, 
on the many embarrassments of the 
present Government and of the cares of 
State devolving, by reason of the minority 
of the present Emperor, on their Majesties 
the Dowager Empresses, the memorialist 
deems it the duty of every public servant 
to be prepared to sacrifice his last drop of 
blood to the country’s weal; and with 
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such views, notwithstanding his preset 
infirm state of health, be purposes to sta: 
from Chekiang on the 24th of the 3. 
moon on his up-river tour, when he wi 
inspect and make a sweeping enquiry int 
the state of all the garrison and nav 
stations along the line. \ 

(5) The Governor of Kiangsu, Wu Yuer- 
ping, reports on action taken in respect '. 
lessening and abolishing Li-kin impos: 
within his jurisdiction. In view of tl: 
still remaining effects of the late ravages. 
civil war, all measures calculated to foste: 
the resources of the people are deemed |, 
be of the highest importance. An investi 
gation in the various districts of Kiangw 
proves that much misery, squalor and de 
population yetexist and, although ten year 
of peace and tranquility have elapsed, tl. 
country has not yet returned to its norm: 
state of prosperity. A consideration ¢, 
the cause at work points at once to th: 
heavy Lt-kin duties—higher than in an‘ 
other province—as the root of the evi. 
prices of all articles being thereby raise 
to a high level, and the people finding i: 
difficult to earn sufficient for their sui: 
sistence. But the multitudinous an: 
heavy requirements of the Governmen: 
have to be provided for and met, and ant 
sudden fiscal change becomes a matter «i! 
grave difficulty. The only course openii 
to abolish firstly such imposts as circum 
stances admit and urgency requires, is 
order to afford the gradual relief require:: 
Already has the previous Govern: 
repealed, as reported to the Throne, t!:: 
Li-kin on ‘‘Keng-shan” rice; and th: 
present memorialist, in view of the theor;! 
that ‘‘the people are the root of th:. 
country, and food the heaven of thi 
people,” has deemed it desirable to remot: 
the impost on ‘‘ Tsung” rice (a glutinoz: 
rice not generally used at meals), ané 
other minor edibles. The duty collecte.j 
on these is further represented t! 
be unimportant, while the benefit ¢! 
the people will be great. But after cor, 
sultation with the Intendant of [i-k» 
stations, one exception has been made—i.: 
the article of yellow peas. The productic: 
of these in the province is not large, whii:! 
the greater. portion is exported to Sha: 
tung and Manchuria for the purpose ¢} 
making oil. Their connection with th: 
question of food is of lees moment, and th.' 
amount of tax collected thereon is also re 
latively large. In regard to other I[s-ki~ 
duties, their gradual abolition will be effeci- 
ed as time and circumstances admit. 11: 
the meanwhile, instructions as to th: 
** Tsung” rice and minor edibles have bee: 
given to the Soochow and Shanghai lik.. 








‘offices—to be further transmitted to all 
‘their dependeneies. 

May 24th.—(1) Several official changes 
‘are reported. 

(2) The Governor of Honan, Tsien 
Teng-ming, reports on the trial and award 
of a case appealed at the Capital. The 
‘appellant, a woman, Chang-ee, charged 
Chang ‘ung-ming and others with the 
murder of her husband Chang Peh-chung. 
Subsequent to a quarrel between the 
‘deceased and the respondents, the former’s 
house was entered during the night by a 
gang of men and the deceased carried 
‘away by force. Search was afterwards 
made by the wife, and the body of her 
‘husband found at the bottom of a pond 
attached by rope to astone. The wife, 
owing to the previous quarrel and also to 
-a report given, suspected the respondents 
-of the act, and, failing to gain a conviction, 
lodyed her accusation at the Censorate in 
Peking. But by a searching trial and in- 
vestigation made, it is found by the Go- 
-vernor that no suspicion attaches to the 
«respondents, who distinctly proved an 
-alibi—being engaged at the time on busi- 
sness elsewhere. ‘he appellant is found 
‘guilty of misdemeanour for lodging a 
:false accusation ; but the punishment is not 
;to be carried out by reason of the recent 
Act of grace, and the woman is merely 
:to be placed in charge of her relatives. 

(3) Two memorials from the above 
Governor in respect to official changes 
within his jurisdiction. 

(4) The Examiner of Honan reports on 
,regulations relating to the approaching 
examination for Chii-jin, Accommodation 
‘has been provided in the examination 
chall for 1,400 candidates. Preliminary 
-examinations are made to weed out the 
;Jess competent, and thus reduce the num- 
‘ber of candidates to the accommodation. 

, May 26th.—(1) An edict, proclaiming 
jthat two successive prayers for rain have 
-resulted in but a few light showers, and 
"commanding that prayers be again rever- 
“ently, offered up on a large scale. The 
assistance of Tauist and Buddhist priests 
: ‘is to be enlisted on this occasion. 
list of temples which the Princes are 
“respectively to repair to, is given. 
, (2) A memorial from the Governor- 
; General of Szechuen, respecting the filling 
,up of the post of a colonelcy rendered 
‘ . vacant by death. 
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A long . 


(3) Ming-an memorialises that, on the | 


4th of the first moon of this year, he re- 
| ceived @ command, through the Board of 
' Rites, to convey the lata Emperor’s testa- 
»Mentary proclamation to Corea. Subse- 
, quently, on the Yth of the second moon, 
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he received another command to convey a 
manifesto relating to the enthronement, on 
the 20th of the first moon, of the present 
Emperor. In obedience to these orders, 
the memorialist announces that he will 
start from Sheng-ching (Manchuria), in 
company with the assistant-envoy, for 
Corea on the 15th of the third moon. 

(4) A memorial from Toh-hua, requesting 
leave for two months, 

(5) Ee-shi memorialises as to resuming 
sacrificial ceremonies to the Sea Gods of 
Mongolia, and to assembling and giving a 
banquet to all the Mongolian alliance- 
chiefs. These proceedings have been in 
abeyance for 6 years, owing to disturbance 
at Si-ning py cy and the route being 
intercepted ; and it is now proposed to 
start during the autumn to follow up and 
carry into force old regulations. (Note.— 
The Sea Gods are said to pertain to a sea 
originally existing in Mongolia, and now 
dried up.) 

May 26th—(!) The Imperial assent to 
several promotions or appointments is re- 
corded. 

(2) The remainder of the Gazette is 
taken up by two reports from Shuy-lien in 
reference to the selection and appointment 
of two magistrates to posts beyond the 
border, and also with another in regard to 
the instalment of a garrison commander in 
Kwangtung. 


May 27th—(1) An Edict announcing the 
arrival in the Capital of the remains of 
the late Viceroy at Canton, Juy-ling, 
and appointing a Manchu noble, Tsai-cheng, 
to go with 10 officers of the Imperial Guard, 
to offer an oblation before the coffin—that 
the Imperial regard for old and trustworthy 
ministers be thereby manifested. 

(2) The commander at the Shan-hai 
barrier reports having captured a puspi- 
cious character, Chang-ta, who was under 
sentence of banishment at Ping-hiang, and 
had been found outside the limits prescribed. 

(3) Shuy-lien reports having despatched 
an official to continue the survey and par- 
tition amongst the banner battalions, of 
ground comprised in the Imperial hunting 
grounds. The survey had been inter- 
rupted by cold weather. The amount of 
land already portioned out to the white 
banner battalion is stated to be over 200 
ching, 4.e., 20,000 mow. 

(4) Another report from Shuy-lien re-' 
specting measures taken to centralise the 
authority over affairs in the Imperial hunt- 
ing grounds. 

(5) A memorial in regard to prolong- 
ing the term of office of one of the 
custodians of the Imperial tombs, 


May 28th—(1). Edict degrading an ex- 
pectant sub-Prefect, Sung Kwang-liang, for 
being short in certain military stores and 
equipments, and precluding him from 
ever rejoining the service. 

(2) A report from Ee-chen, now engaged 
at the works of the Mausoleum for the 
late Emperor, ‘‘The ten thousand years 
happy ground of the valley of universal 
felicity ”—stating that in obedience to 
commands conveyed, he had deputed 
another officer to undertake repairs to the 
‘¢ Kastern sepulchre of filisl piety,” a 
schedule of the expenses of which will be 
submitted to the Throne. 

(3) A vice-President of the Board of 
Revenue of Sheng-ching, Kung-tang, 
reports that his yamun caught fire, several 
rooms being burnt, but having been 
promptly extinguished no public records 
had been sacrificed to the flames. 
The expenses of rebuilding he will 
himself disburse; but, conscious of 
want of management in allowing such a 
catastrophe to occur, he desires to be 
handed over to the Board for punishment. 

(4) The new Governor-General of the 
two Kwangs, Ying-ii, reports having arrived 
at his port and returns thanks for the 
bountiful mark' of heavenly (royal) favor 
of which he is the object. After giving 
up the seals of office of the Governor- 
ship of An-wei, he hastened to prostrate 
himself at the Imperial gate to receive 
on his knees the royal command. Divine 
grace suffused itself from above. The 
heavenly words were replete with wisdom 
and penetration. Your slave cannot ex- 
press the respectful emotions by which he 
was overcome. In obedience thereto he 
at once quitled the capital and went 
with all speed to Kwany-tung, by sea 
route. On the 24th of the 2nd moon 
he reached the Provincial Capital, where 
the Governor and also the acting Go- 
vernor-General Chang Chau-tung had 
deputed the Prefect of Kwang-chow and 
the acting brigadier-general of the centre 
of the Provincial army to convey to and 
hand over 1°, the seal of the Governor- 
General, 2° the sealed patent of the salt 
service, and 3° the Imperial flag warrant 
avd various documents. Your slave there- 
upon reverently placed before himself on 
incense-altar, and with his face towards 
the Imperial palace, prostrated his head to 
the ground and devoutly entered into 
the duties of office. The Governor-General 
here refers to the many important duties 
to be attended to, and his determination 
to administer affairs with a firm and 
determined hand. Inconcluding, he takes 
the opportunity to remark that while 
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1 
passing through Tientsin, Shanghai, &c._ 


che observed that the young wheat was; 


‘sprouting luxuriantly, 


that rains had| 
been seasonable and equitable, and that! 
the people were peaceful and happy. 3 
such circumstances must be gratifying to 
the Imperial feelings of solicitude for the 
national welfare, he deems it fitting to 
embody the fact in his memorial. 

(5) Tsai Kang Yung-eh reports that he 
had inspected certain trees presented and 
planted around the Imperial Graves. The 
trees were a gift of an officer of the Im- 
perial household and a Major-General, 
and consist of 2,500 and 1,041 cypress 
trees planted respectively about two of the| 
graves. The cost at the regulation price) 
Tls. 1.45 per tree is stated to amount to 
Tls. 5,158.1.7.4.8 besides on account of 
Tis. 1,322.10 for removing bricks and 
planting. The donors had already ex- 
pressed a wish that their names should not 
be put forward as expectants of reward, butt 
the memorialist decrees that such acts 
should not be passed over without notice, 
and accordingly recommends them both 
as objects for Imperial mark of favor. 
—Rescript: Let the Board deliberate, and 
deal with the case munificently. 

May 29th.—(L) An official monthly list 
of appointments, 

(2) An Edict, in reference to a case ci 
considerable present public interest « 
Hangchow. Information has been ten-| 
dered by memorial by a certain person, that, 
ata re-trial of an important case, the judges! 
sitting have been guilty of connivance anii 
condonement. The informant states thai} 
a woman, Koh-pi, poisoned her husband; 
Koh-ping, and falsely accused a Chii-jix’ 
(2nd literary degree), Yang Nai-ou, «ii 
being party tothe crime, from adulterou:! 
intentions. The Governor, Yang Chony., 
yuh, deputed an official to re-hear the 
case, when she made a true deposition, ants 
acknowledged the accusation to be false :) 
but, severe torture being applied, sh: 
was coerced into repeating in Cour 
her original accusation ; that the womaz, 
still firmly declares Yang Nai-ou hai 
no concern with the murder, and that 
she was induced by others, who had an: 
emnity with Yang Nai-ou to, involve him 
by an unfounded statement, &c., &e| 
The circumstances of this case are of the; 
greatest gravity, and it behoves that s; 





, sifting investigation be made, in order to; 


procure a just verdict, and that an innocent; 
man be cleared of an injurious charge. 
Wu Shui-chien is hereby commanded to! 
arraign before him the parties to and! 
witnesses in the ease, and with justneas; 
and severity to investigate the reali 


** As the water falls the 
itone willappear.” Let there be no shelter 
siven to colleagues in office, And let not 
she case be patched up, and the sitting 
‘udge thereby render himself guilty of 
aisdemeanour. 

(3) Edict.—The Censor Liu Shun-chi 
setiiong, requesting that the scheme °of 
sepairing the Grand Canal be considered, 
and that the conveyance of Government 
zrain by canal-be resumed, In conse- 
yuence of communication by the canal 
aaving been intercepted, grain from the 
south has been conveyed to Tung-chow, by 
sea route ; but this has been a temporary 
measure of expediency only ; and the 
cemarks by the Censor to the effect that it 
is to be feared that with the canal convey- 
‘ance stopped, the silting-up of the channel 
will be allowed to go on unchecked ; that 
‘it should be at once deepened and attended 
to, &c., &c., are not without reason. We, 
‘therefore, command the Viceroys and 
‘Governors of Chihli, the Two Kiangs, 
Shantung and Kiangsu, also the Commis- 
sioner-General of Grain Transit, and the 
‘Governor-General of the east division of 
the Yellow River, to examine in concert 
into the general state of the entire canal, 
‘and to consider what measures should be 
taken to deepen the canal channel, and 
establish through communication—that 
the grain transit be thereby facilitated. 
‘Let satisfactory measures he devised and 
a report he sent jin. Respect this. 
The remainder of the Gazette is taken 
up by Provincial reports respecting 
‘otticial movements, and in one case the 
erection of a temple to the memory of an 
‘official who distinguished himself some 
years since during the rebellion. 
. May 30th.—(1) A monthly list of ap- 
‘pointments of officers of instruction 
‘throughout the Provinces. 

(2) Edict, appointing Shun Pao-chun 


Vette (recently Imperial Commis- 


sioner to Formosa) to be Governor-General 
‘of the Two Kiangs and Minister for the di- 
rection of Foreign Trade, Jiu Kun-yih is 
still to continue in the acting post until 
the new Governor-General’s arrival. 

(3) Memorial from the Governor of 
‘Honan—also temporarily Acting-Inspector 
of the Eastern division of the Yellow 
,River—respecting works completed and at- 
,tention given generally to the question. 

_ (4) The Governor of Chekiang, Yang 
(Chong-sing, on his knees, respectfully 
‘presents a memorial reporting that in con- 
‘Bequence of the loss of a C. M. S. N. Co.’s 
‘steamer at sea by collision, while engaged 
‘in the transport of Government grain, 
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j 


67 


arrangements have been required to make 
good the grain lost ; and request is made 
that marks of Imperial regard be bestowed 
on a deputy-ofticial lost by the catastrophe. 
He would humbly set forth that, by regula- 
tions laid down and reported to the Throne, 
the Government import-grain pertaining to 
last year was decided to be conveyed to 
Tientsin during the present year, partially 
by the steamers of the said Company. 
According to report made by the Intendant 
of Grain Transit of Chekiang, the fourth 
shipment of import-grain, consisting of 
7,270 shehs, was sent forward in the 
steamer Fusing from Shanghai. That on 
the morning of 28th of 2nd moon, while 
approaching the ‘‘ Black water” sea, during 
a thick fog, she was run into by a steamer, 
the Ocean, belonging tothe E-wo foreign 
Hong. The steamer immediately sank ; all 
the grain was lost, and, including deputy- 
officers belonging to the Chekiang jurisdic- 
tion, and general passengers and sailors, 
65 persons in all perished with the vessel. 
In respect to the grain lost, a communica- 
tion had been received from the C. M. 8S. 
N. Co. to the effect that they had made 
purchases to make good the loss, and that 
the quantity would be sent forward to 
Tientsin ; but, in regard to the special 
service, (or duty) officer in charge of the 
Tientsin establishment, Shih Shi-shen, 
who had lost his life while engaged in the 
public service, it is prayed that a memorial 
be made to the Throne, asking for an 
Imperial mark of regard, &., &. The 
Governor here goes on to say that, since 
the tranquilisation of affairs in Chekiang, 
rice has been conveyed to the North for 
ten years by sea route, on which for three 
years steamers have been partially em- 
ployed. In the case of merchant boats 
(junks), although losses have occurred from 
stress of weather, still means have 
generally been taken to avoid loss of life, 
and no considerable number of individuals 
have at any time been drowned; at the 
same time, it is to be assumed that, owing 
to the collision arising from the fog, and 
to the sudden foundering of the Fusing, 
human power was insufficient to cope with 
the emergency. The grain lost will be 
made good by the Company, and the 
arrangement is satisfactory ; but the case of 
the official, Shih Shi-shen, leaves much to 
be deplored. Imperial marks of favor on 
his behalf are therefore craved. 

(5) The foregoing Governor reports that 
the shipment of the total quantity of 
Chekiang import grain for last year by sea 
route had been completed. The total 
quantity of grain contributable by Che- 
kiang—from three Prefectures—is sct 


down at over 435,000 shehs. This, accord- 
ing to report from the Shanghai forward- 
ing oftice, had been sent on by sea in three 
instalments. The shipment of the first 
instalment, 164,000 shehs, was commenced 
on the 20th of the first muon, as already 
reported to the Throne; of the second, 
142,700 shehs, 45,300 shehs were, on the 
16th of second .moon, handed over to the 
O. M. S. N. Co. for conveyance by steamer, 
and the balance, 97,400 shehs, were divided 
amongst 39 junks, which sailed at different 
dates. Of the third instalment of 127,700 
shehs, 51,300 shehs were deputed to the 
C. M. S. N. Co., and the balance to junks 
—32 in number. : 

May 31st.—This Gazette is filled up by 
provincial reports as to the movements and 
appointments of officials, principally by 
Liu Kun-yih, Governor of Kiangsi and 
Acting - Governor-General of the ‘I'wo 
Kiangs. In one case, a vacancy is caused 
by an assistant-major in the army, who 
committed suicide by cutting his throat 
when being carried in his chair. A strict 
investigation was instituted to ascertain 
whether or not the account of his death 
was bond fide, or whether he might have 
been influenced to commit the act by being 
the victim of injustice. The depositions 
taken prove that he was observed to be 
absent-minded and dejected before he got 
into the chair ; but no reason can be dis- 
covered to account for the circumstances. 

June 1st.—(1) Several official appoint- 
ments are gazetted. - 

(2) The Ministers of the Civil Service 
Board, in reference to the disorganisation 
of affairs in Moukden (which have been 
reported on by Tsung-shi, after a special 
committee of investigation), and in accord- 
ance with the Imperial command (contained 
in a previous Gazette,) record the sentence 
arrived at by the Board ayainst the officials 
whose conduct was impeached. A long 
list of degradations and dismissals from 
oftice follow. : 

(3) The Governor of Kiangsu also reports 

to the Throne on the loss of the Fusing 
"steamer. A list of special-service officials, 
varying in rank from expectant sub- 
prefects downwards—altogether twenty- 
three in number—had been drafted by the 
Government Grain Service Transport Office 
of Kiangsu, to repair on duty to Tientsin 
and Tungchow ; and these, with another 
official charged with the convoy of the 
rice, having arrived at different times 
at Shanghai, took passago, with their 
servants, by tho Jusing which hap- 
pened to be leaving fur the North, 
with Chekiang province rice. ‘The vessel 
had proceeded to within 100 li of the 
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“Black Water” sea, and, during a det 
fog, rendering it impossible to discern | 
length of the ship, she was run into | 
the E-wo foreign hong’s English steam 
Ocean, which struck her on the starbo 
bow. The side of the ship was crush 
in ; the water rushed into the hold, ai : 
alf the people on board scrambled for t! 
boats. But in the hurry of the moma 
only one boat could be cleared and lowerd 5 
(lit. could cut the tackle off). The rop 
of the remaining three boats could not} 
unfastened in time, and, in the short sp: 
of three minutes, these and the large ves 
were all immersed in the watery deep. | 
the officials belonging to the jurisdiction: 
Kiangsu, only three, with seven of the 
servants, were saved and brought back i 
the Oceon to Shanghai. The Goveru. 
then goes on to say that the case of th 
officers—meeting with so unexpected 
fate while engaged on public duty- 
much to be deplored, and he theref 
craves that instructions be given to ti 
Board to confer posthumous honors : 
the deceased, in order that their souls: 
comforted in the other world. Heal: 
states that funds would be additional 
provided to assist their families.— Rescrij] : 
made known through the Cabinet : Note 


(4) Tsing-pao-chen reports that heh 
returned to his seat of Government in ti 
capital of Shantung, after personal supe 
vision of river works at Chia-chwang. 

June2nd.—(1) Edicts. Shun Ping-che 
(formerly Taotai of Shanghai) is transfer} 
to the Chief Justiceship of Szechuen, vf * 
Fou Sheu-tan will fill up the Chief Justi 
ship, vacated, of Honan. The Intends 
of Canton Customs, Wen-tien, is cu. 
manded to continue in his post. 

(3) An Edict commanding that a chat. 
of violent assault lodged by one Miu la 
of Tientsin, be investigated and aere! 
punishment dealt out, 


(4) Ying Kwei memorialises the thre 
in reference to the case of the widow 0 
Hanlin, Fung, resident in Shen-si, whol 
been oppressed, assaulted and coerced by|l4 .|; 
brother-in-law to re-marry, that he mi:' 
thereby come into the possession of cert: 
property. The case had been referr 
to the local court, but bribery is decla 
to have been used to prevent justic 
The case. considered in, respect to | 
bearing on public morality, is deemed 
the memorialist to be one of great gravity 
and it is desired that the Imperial ord: 
be given to have the circumstan 
thoroughly iusvestigated. 

(5) The Viceroy of Shansi and Kanst! 
referring tu the recent regulation abrugaui: 











he previous amalgamation of the examina- 
‘ions in the two provinces, requests (accord- 
ng to custom) that the Kansuh province 
seing free from disorder, Chief and 
Assistant-Examiners be appointed for the 
vpproaching autumn. Minor details as to 
he number of candidates to be admitted, 
re also entered into, 

_ June 3rd.—(1) A memorial, collectively 
igued by the authorities of Fuhkien, and 
readed by Shun Pao-chun reporting 
hata certain sea god in Koh-ma-lan had 
‘ouchsafed divine assistance, and praying 
-hat the Imperial assent be given to erect 
+ temple iu token of gratitude. Last year, 
xeneral Lo Fa-chun was stationed there 
with his troops. Owing to rapid currents 
ind to heavy winds, boats conveying the 
srmy provisions found it extremely dan- 
serous to anchor in the cove, and consid- 
arable anxiety as to supplies was the 
sesult. Accordingly, on the 23rd of the 
3th moon, the General drew up, in writing, 
form of prayer, and reverently prayed for 
she intervention of the sea yods. Before 
4 month had elapsed, a sandbank suddenly 
formed. The strenyth of the tide was di- 
-ninished, and a harbour constituted, which 
affordéd excellent and safe anchorage to 
goats of over 100 shehs tonnage, as also to 
small steamers. ‘the boatmen and resi- 
Jents all jeined in praise of the divine 
‘esponse thus made, and the memorialists 
deem it their duty, in deference to the 
‘wishes of the people, to pray for the 
‘erection of a temple in honor of the sea 
‘gods of the locality.— Rescript : Let it be 
as desired. The Board will take note. 

(2) Shun Pao-chun reports on the falling 
‘in of and repairs to the city wall of Tai- 
‘wan-fu. . Owing to violent and heavy 
torrents of rain during the 6th moon of 
last year, over one thousand changs of the 
wall collapsed, and in obedience to the 
Imperial command given at the time, re- 
pairs were immediately commenced. 
‘These were finished by the end of last 
year, and the work is represented to have 
jbeen substantially carried out. The Im- 
‘perial Commissioner further reports on 
the erection of a powder manufactory, and 
.& military store yard at Tai-wan. The 
former, consisting of 33 houses, &c., and 
surrounded by an outer wall of 102 chanys 
in length, has been constructed after For- 
-eign designs and with the aid of Foreign 
mechanics, ‘The latter, comprising 42 houses, 
enclosed by a wall 85 changs in circum- 
ference, is designed to afford shelter to the 
Foreign rifles, caunon, and military equip- 
ments purchased last year—to the storage 
and preservation of which care should be 
given, 
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(3) Shuy-lien prays that certain officials 
engaged in capturing and bringing to 
justice, a notorious robber chief, Chang- 
mao, in the Tung-kwang locality, be pro- 
moted for their success, Chang-mao, it 
appears, has been at large and an object 
of pursuit for yeara past. About the 8th 
or 9th year of last reign, he collected around 
him a numerous band of associates, whom 
he organised into a force for the purpose 
of loot and robbery. Many of the chiefs 
acting with him, and their followers, have 
from time to time been exterminated, but 
all efforts to capture Chang-mao have 
hitherto been unavailing. Kventually, 
according to official report received on 
8th of the 2nd moon, a detachment of 
soldiers was sent to Chi-lin, where Chang- 
mao was ascertained to be in hiding, and 
it was not till a battle, extending over a 
day and night, had been fought—Chang- 
mao having the audacity even to fire off 
cannon—that he was at length, after a 
most determined resistance, taken prisoner. 
The capture, under such difficult circum- 
stances, of so dangerousacriminal, and the 
benefit thereby accruing to the public, is 
considered to entitle the officials engaged 
to promotion or reward. 

(4) Other matter of local and minor 
importance follows, 

June 4th.—(1) Imperial edict. Peng 
Yuh-ling memorialises‘as to the necessity of 
purifying official administration, of improv- 
ing the dicipline of the army, of lighten- 
ing the burdens of the people, and of giving 
@ proper direction to the minds of the 
literary classes. ‘The measures advocated 
are of vital concern to the well-being of 
the country, and many valuable sugges- 
tions are comprised in the memorial. Pre- 
fects and magistrates are the officials 
placed in closest contact with the people. 
Ifa wrong selection be made, calamity to 
the inhabitants of the locality is the result, 
The avaricious and unprincipled should, 
therefore, be impeached and dismissed ; 
and, in the punishment of official delin- 
quencies, no leniency should be shewn. 
Yo the incumpetent and worthless, also, 
no indulgence should be extended ; and the 
Governors and Governor-Generals will 
throw off all considerations of friendship, 
and keep rigid check over their subordi- 
nates. They will likewise, in the matter 
of reorganisation, look facts in the face and 
take action accordingly. Recently the ex- 
pectant officials attached to each province 
have been in excess of the usual number, 
and a desire of equalising the bestowal of 
terms of office amongst them has led to 
vacant magistracies, &c., being tilled up 
successively by acting incumbents. Official 


posts have thus come to be regarded as 
temporary sinecures. The welfare of the 
people is set at nought, and a greater in- 
jury to the interest of the nation cannot 
be conceived. Henceforth, let the Gover- 
nors and Governor-Generals be careful in 
their selection, and allow each official to 
remain longer in his post. No partizan- 
ship or hastiness in appointing acting in- 
cumbents will be permitted. 

To the reform of the military organisa- 
tion of each province, immediate and close 
attention shall be given. All the high 
authorities will hold periodical reviews, 
and see that special care is devoted to the 
instruction and drill of the troops. Should 
any of the officers in command make 
deductions from the soldiers’ pay, or be 
addicted to idleness or opium-smoking, it 
is commanded that they be brought to task 
and severely punished. 

Colleges are institutions devoted to the 
nurture and development of talent. ‘Tio 
rectify the disposition of man, a proper 
direction should be given to the habits and 
course of the student. If the officers of 
instruction be not men of parts, and of 
unblemished character, they cannot be pat- 
terns for imitation, The Governors and 
Governor-Generals and Literary Chancel- 
lors will, therefore, institute from time to 
time investigation. To the worthy they 
will hold out reward. The unworthy they 
will deal with according to their deserts. 

Since the ravages of internal war in the 
various provinces, the people have not 
regained their normal condition of pros- 
perity ; and the authorities will accord 
every consideration to their welfare. The 
memorialist states that, in addition to 
the collection of the ordinary revenves, 
heavy exactions are made, and the people 
thereby are unable to gain sufficient for 
their subsistence, or to put by savings ; 
that legal cases are suffered to linger on, 
and are, in some instances, never con- 
cluded ; that unprincipled and rapacious 
yamén underlings are allowed to extort 
from and live upon the country-people ; 
and that one visit by one of them to a 
village means the ruin of several families. 
Such condition of affairs is truly abomin- 
able; and all the local authorities are 
hereby commanded to issue instructions to 
their subordinates requiring that such 
practices be at once suppressed. Should 
‘ any unworthy official be found making 
light of the rights of the people, and em- 
barrassing and oppressing them at their 
pleasure, let them be forthwith reported 
and rigorously punished. 

In those districts recently devastated 
by war, large uncultivated tracts atill 
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exist. The Governors and Governo: 
Generals will enquire into the circun’ 
stances, and, as expediency may suggest: 
issue instructions for their recultivatior. 
In order to encourage immigration, ther 
are authorised to remit the taxes on th 
land.—Respect this. ' 
(2) Pih Pau-li and Chang Tsing-hwa ar:: 
appointed respectively to the Chief an: 
Assistant-Examinership of K wei-chow, ani: 
Chang Kai-chu and Wang Yiien-kwan ar: 
also appointed for Yunnan. } 
(3) The Governor of Shantung, Tin: 
Pao-chun, reports on the progress of repair 
decided upo for the present to the Yello 
River, and also that satisfactory arrange: 
ment had been made as to their continua: 
tion, The sums received and disbursed tx 
date amount to Tls. 987,954.6 9.8, bein: 
Tis. 200,000 under the reduced estimat: 
made last year. The original scheme lai! 
down was to raise banks on the North an: 
South sides of the river—aggregating 3: 
length of over 500 li—to cost, as per sut-! 
sequently reduced estimate, T's. 1,500, 0v" 
to 1,600,000. But, owing to the land 0; 
the North being relatively higher, it wa 
subsequently determined to leave the rai; 
ing of the bank on that side to a futur 
period, and to devote attention first to th: 
South bank. The works now under wai| 
comprise 190 li in the Ho-tseh district, ixt 
Shantung ; 43 li in the Tungming district! 
in Chibli ; 108 li to be continued at Li 
lien, also in Tung-ming—being a total in! 
the two provinces of over 250 li, Th: 
land in Shantung is comparatively lor | 
aud the banks are decided to be mai! 
relatively higher—i.e. 14 feet in height- 
being 100 feet wide at the base and 30 fee: 
at the summit, For this the people ar 
paid at the rate of Tls. 2,400 per lt ; extn, 
allowance being made where piling i 
required. In Chihli, the banks are bein:! 
made 12 feet high, 80 feet wide at the 
base and 20 feet wide at the top—for whict: 
Tls. 1,600 per i are paid. The province! 
of Chihli having been unable to pay for it 
share. of expenses, the money has _ hee} 
provided by Shantung. Of the abov:| 
works, 30 to 40 per cent. had already beet| 
finished by the middle of the 4th moon, ani| 
the entire completion will be reportable bs! 
the end of the 4th moon. Some temporary 
measures in regard to the North bank ar: 
referred to ; also the necessity of requirin;' 
the local officials to be on the alert, wi 
case of exigencies ; to obtain the assistanc:: 
of the people to make necessary repairs: 
from time to time, and alao to have material’ 
at hand. The money for the above, 
uncompleted portion of the works has/ 
been disbursed to the local officials. 


; (4) The same Governor hands in a sup- 
‘plementary memorial in regard to the 
above works. The amount expended is 
represented to be extremely moderate, 
‘and much less than would have been 
required by many River Works’ Commis- 
sioners. In instance of this, he cites the 
fact that he was originally in corres- 
pondence with the former River Commis- 
sioner, Chian Sung-nien, whoestimated that 
about Tis. 4,700,000 would be required ; 
and it was out of deference to his 
experience that the Governor was in excess 
in his original estimate. It is asked that 
the statutory form of schedule of expenses 
be not required, and that an ordinary 
account (based on actual prices) of the 
total cost only be rendered. (Note.—In the 
regulation schedule all material bought, 
and work done has to be rendered at 
established prices, and not at market rates ; 
hence the regulation schedule requires 
much manipulation and ‘‘ cooking.”) 

, June 5th,—(1) Several official appoint- 
ments are made known by _ separate 
mandates. 

_ (2) Another decree ordering Kung Tsing- 
wong and, other nobles to again offer up 
supplications for rain at the different 
emples, on the 6th of 6th moon. Since 
she last public prayer-offering, the sky 
‘aad been thickly overclouded, but no rain 
>£ importance had fallen, and the heart of 
‘Ais Imperial Majesty was in consequence 
“illéd with anxiety on account of the 
ygricultural people. 

_ The remainder of the Gazette is taken 
ap by reports as to official movements. 

- June 6th.—(1) A Decree consenting to 
‘ts request put forward by the Governor- 
Zeneral of Chihli, Li Hung-chang, that a 
‘emple should be built and dedicated to 
‘he memory of the late Tseng Kwoh-fan 
1t Pao-ting-fu, the Provincial capital of 
Yhibli. The many reforms enacted, and 
‘he love shewn for the people during the 
‘ate Governor-General’s administration 
>of affairs in Chihli, as also the subscrip- 
ions got up in aid of sufferers during the 
lood, are assigned as reasons calling for 
‘he present manifestation of regard. 

' (2) Several fines and penalties are 
‘emitted. 

(3) The Governor-General of Hupeh and 
Aukwang, Li Han-chang, and the Governor 
»€ Hupeh, Weng Tung-tsioh, memorialise 
‘n respect to Rice contributions by the 
Hupeh Province. Owing to the difficulty 
‘ast year of obtaining rice in Hupeh, it 
vas determined that the purchase else- 
vhere by the province of 30,000 shehs 
hhould be made on trial, to be forwarded 
»y sea route, Since then a communica- 
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tion had been received by the Governor 
from the Board, requesting that the 
measures devised for effecting the purchase 
should be reported to the Throne, and 
stating that the transit expenses must be 
more moderate than those incurred by 
Kiangsu and Chekiang. The memoriulista 
now report that they had deemed it 
expedient to delegate the purchase, 
shipment and reception entirely to Chu- 
Chiang expectant Taotai and manager of 
the Chinese M. S. N. Co. (?) and the ex- 
pectant Taotai Sheng Shuen-hwai, as being 
both experienced in the grain and sea 
transit services. According to report from 
Chu-Chiang, deputy officers would be sent 
to purchase the grain in the rice producing 
districts of Chekiang and Kiangsu, but 
the freight to Tientsin and cost of 
rice could not be cheaper than that paid by 
Chekiang and Kiangsu. Reckoning the 
cost thus of the rice at about Tls. 2.504 
2.60, the total funds required by Hupeh, 
allowing ,in addition for the customary 
surplus rice, will be Tls. 42,900—but an 
account of the exact cost will hereafter be 
rendered. The grain is to be sent forward 
by the China M. steamers after the com- 
pletion of the Chekiang and Kiangsu 
rice transport.—Rescript, received through 
the Privy Council. ‘‘ Let the Board take 
note. In the memorial before us the 
words Chu Tau (Chu Tautai) appear con- 
tinually, and are not in keeping with the 
style required in memorials. Li Han-chang 
and Eng Tung-tsioh are referred to the 
Board to be reprimanded” (Note.—In 
memorials it is not customary to give the 
the official title after an officer’s name. ) 

(4) Here follow some reports as to official 
appointments, and a request from Tso 
Tsung-tang that the Kansuh inspection 
and review of the troops by him, as com- 
manded, be deferred till uk next occasion 
for holding a review throughout the 
northern provinces. 

June7th.—(1) A long edict classifying 
the literary members of the Han-lin-yuen 
and Chan-sz Fou—recently examined by 
the Ministers of the Crown—into four 
grades. Several members have higher 
literary rank bestowed on them; others 
are degraded a step, and some are mulcted 
in six months’ pay. Presents of silk and 
robes are also made to a few. 

(2) Ting Pao-chun, Governor of Shan- 
tung, reports as required by law on the 
case of an ‘‘ unnatural ” murder committed 
within his jurisdiction. The culprit Kwoh 
Ta-chih, represented to have been leading 
a vagrant life, returned on the 17th of the 
11th moon of last year to his home, and 


requested money from his father, Kwo 


Pun-tsing. The latter reviled him for 
not contributing to the support of the 
family, but on the contrary rendering 
himself a burden, and was about to strike 
his son, when Kwoh Ta-chi took up a 
stone, and struck his father on the vital 
spot behind the right ear. The result 
was immediate death. The culprit then 
endeavoured to conceal the circumstances, 
and placed the corpse in a coftin to await 
interment; but two relatives—a brother 
and an uncle—returning a couple of days 
afterwards, discovered the act and handed 
Kwoh Ta-chi over to justice. The sentence 
of ‘'Ling-chi”” — slicing to death — is 
reported to have been carried out accord- 
ing to law, and the criminal’s head ex- 
posed as a warning to the people. 

(3) Chen Tu-shien, an expectant Lang- 
cheng (Junior Secretary of Board), is re- 
presented by the above Governor to have 
presented the sum of ‘I'ls. 2,000 to the 
Loh-yuen seminary of the Provincial 
Capital of Shantung ; and the Imperial 
assent is desired to accord him honourable 


recognition to the extent ef 5 deyrees. 


The college is stated to have been already 
possessed of an endowment of over Tis. 
6,000—loaned out on interest to the pawn 
shops; but the revenue therefrom has 
been insuflicient for the growing require- 
ments of the institution, and the present 
Tis. 2,000, put out at an interest of one 
per cent. per month, will be of great assist- 
ance.—Rescript : Let the Board report. 

(4) Two more reports follow by Ting- 
Pao-chun, respecting official movements. 

June 8th.—(1) Royal Decree dismissing 
two Magistrates in Shansi, for rapacious 
and unbecoming conduct, in accordance 
to a representation made by the Governor 
of that Province, Pao Yuen-sheng. 

(2) Two memorials from the ex-Governor 
and newly appointed Governor of Shensi, 
Shan Heng-i, and Tao Chung-ling, re- 
porting, the one, his handing over and, 
the other, his reception of the seals of 
office. The ex-Governor had requested to 
be removed from office by reason of ill 
health. His successor was originally 
commanded to repair to the capital, and 
have audience as customary ‘with his 
Imperial Majesty before entering into 
office, but, owing to an urgent application 
made by Shan Heng-i in order to avoid 
delay, this proceeding was waived. 

(3) The rest of this Gazette is taken up 
by reports on official movements, and by 
a short memorial by Prince Kung re- 
lative to the appointment of officials to 
Proceed to the Chien-tsing Hall: in the 

alace, to turn over and air the Imperial 
Family genealogical records. This 
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: : { 
proceeding, it appears, is required to t-' 
carried out bi-annually. 

June 9th.—(1) Two edicts—one removin: 
a degraded General, Ee-lih-pou, to serve: 
his time under military transportation t, 
the Yung-'sion camp; another, removiy: 
a censor, T'suen-shou, from the post of in} 
spector of the delivery of Governmen:, 
Grain from Tung-chow to the capital, 
owing to carelessness and remissness. ; 

(2) The Governor of Hupeh, Wen;. 
Tung-tsioh, reports at length on the; 
suicide of a girl of sixteen, caused br; 
shame and indignation at violence done w: 
her by certain Yamén runners, Ee-shi ani 
others. The latter had been sent with; 
warrant to summon the girl’s father t: 
appear at Court, and took advantage of th: 
father’s absence and the loneliness of the 
place to commit the misdemeanor by turu,: 
under circumstances of great brutality.; 
The Acting-Magistrate of the locality appre: 
hended and examined the culprits, and for. 
warded them ou to the Prefect. But 01 
handing over, subsequently, his temporary! 
seals of office, he sent in a revised atate/ 
ment, giving a different aspect to the case—| 
said to be founded on information obtainei! 
Thui 
new version was proved to be utterly uw: 
founded, and by Imperial assent the Actin: 
Magistrate wasstripped of his rank, pendiu.,| 
an investigation into the motives thu: 
prompted him to advance the statement: 
He is now exonerated from any underhan:: 
design, having given too ready an ear on);: 
to false rumours ; and it is requested ths: 
he be restored to his former honor:! 
Sentence on the delinquents, after re-tri:; 
in the upper Courts, is reported to hav: 
been passed according to law,—i.e., th: 
principal condemned to decapitation, tw: 
participators in the crime to strangulatiou: 
and the accessories to be branded an.: 
handed over as slaves to the soldiery at ti: 
Amoor river. The case of the young gi:i 
is considered to be specially sad, and fir 
her high-mindedness in vindicating he: 
honor it is prayed that a monument b{ 
erected to her memory. | 

June 10th—(1) Edict. Ting Jih-chan; 
reports that his old malady has increase! 
in intensity, and prays to be allowed t 
retire to his native home to adopt re} 
medial measures. The former Governor ci 
Kiangsu, Ting Jih-chang, is hereby oom 
manded to repair to Tientsin and there 
assist the Northern Foreign Minister, L: 
Hung-chang, in the conduct of Foreig:. 
affairs. He will be allowed two month: 
leave to settle down and recruit himself. 
previous to entering into the duties a] 


! 
{ 
' 


(2) Li Hung-chang, in concert with the 
Mayor of Shun-tien-foo (‘he Metropolitau 
Prefecture)memorialises, suggesting aslight 
‘modification in the regulations as to pro- 
motion of Magistrates within the jurisdic- 
tion of Chihli. Hitherto, vacancies of 
deputy senior and senior magistracies of 


‘the Chibli grade (Note.—A Chi-li-cheu [ff 


aM is a senior magisterial district, 
‘having two or more Hiens within its juris- 
diction) have been filled up in turn, respeo- 
‘tively, from the incumbents of the magis- 
tracies of Ta-hing and Wan-ping, and from 
those of the Metropolitan and remaining 
‘provincial Magistracies. The rule was 
‘originally instituted as a set off against the 
/Meagre emoluments, coupled with duties 
of an- arduous nature, of the two magis- 
‘tracies in question. But a rigid adherence 
_to this order of procedure has been found 
.to militate too much against the promo- 
.tion and reward of other Magistrates, 
_ especially in respect to those of the capital, 
upon whom multifarious and special 
duties have recently devolved—to wit, the 
;Yeception of the late Emperor on his visit 
to the Imperial Tombs, the patrol of the 
Southern Park and the escort of the 
, ** golden”’ coffin (of the late Emperor), to 
, which are added the regular repairs to 
, bridges and roads, and the supply of carts 
for the conveyance of military funds and 
«material going forward continually to the 
, North-West, and to which will be super- 
; added the necessary police dispositions to 
, be acquired during the coming examina- 
; tions, all of which duties incur consi- 
,dverable expenses, for’ which the receipts 
.are inadequate to provide, With a 
_ View, therefore, to leave room for hold- 
,ing out compensation by promotion to 
, More lucrative: posts, the following modi- 
, fication is suggested—i.e,, the filling up 
, OF Assistant-Senior Magistrates being left 
, 88 before, but that of the two Chi-li-cheus 
,of Tsun-hwa and Ee-cheu ‘be made an 
, exception in regard to the rule of pro- 
,motion—te., after being filled up once 
more by turn from the two magiatracies 
.in question, it shall not be imperative to 
, continue, in all cases, the same procedure. 
—The Civil Service Board is commanded 
to deliberate and report on the question. 


t (3) The above Governor-General reports 
sas to arranyements made in respect to the 
‘autumn assizes, the same being required 
* by his (the Governor-General’s) required 
‘tabsence from the provincial capital and 
9 presence at ‘Tientsin, 

b 


i 
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‘ (4) Li Hung-chang, as Commissioner of 
“the Uhang-low division Salt atlairs, memo- 
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rialises, requesting that the payment of Salt 
duties due by the salt merchants during 
the 6th moon be allowed to remain over 
till the 10th moon. Since the floods 
during the 10th year of last reign, the 
merchants have met with exceptionally 
hard times, owing to the flooding of the 
salt grounds and the scarcity and neces- 
sarily enhanced cost of the article. For 
some time they were allowed to draw their 
supplies partially from Fung-tien-foo, but 
this permission was subsequently rescinded, 
and their embarrassments thereby greatly 
increased, ‘he prulongation of the term 
for payment has been Imperially allowed 
for successive years, it being hoped that 
a gradual amelioration of the position of 
affairs would admit of the old date being 
reverted to ; but the water is still collected 
over many of the salt grounds, and first 
prices remain abnormally high. At the 
present time, arrear taxes have yet to be 
paid, and it is considered virtually impos- 
sible to collect the new and old rate at the 
same moment,—Rescript :—The request is 
granted. 

June 11th.—(1) Edict, cashiering a Lieu- 
tenant-General, Tuh-fuh, for being guilty 
of error, in not requesting the co-operation 
of the Shantung fleet when advancing 
against the Kau-shi-chun band of robbers, 

(2) Ting-an, a general stationed at Sui- 
cheng in Mongolia, represents that he is 
in adeplorable state of health, that his 
leg is paralized, and that he can only 
move about by the assistance of his 
attendants. He is perfectly unable to 
exercise personal supervision over affairs, 
and prays that his duties be delegated to 
an acting incumbent, pending the arrival 
of his successor—appointed recently—since 
the latter is likely to be detained some time 
longer from going to his post,—Rvescript : 
Ting-an is granted one month’s leave ; no 
acting officer need be appointed. 

(3) The Governor of Kwang-tung reports 


_on measures laid down in respect to the 


literary accomplishment of ofticials on the 
Expectant list. That they should be able 
to read and write correctly is deemed 
absolutely essential, and those found back- 
ward in this respect will be be sent home, 
and allowed several years to make good 
their deficiencies. Their moral character 
is also to be strictly enquired into before 
placing them on the effective list. 

(4) Two short memorials follow 
respect to Provincial Official movements. 

June 12th.—Chi-ho, former Governor of 
Moukden and President of the Board of 
Revenuo of Sheng-chiny, reports having 
received orders through the lmperial Cuim- 
missioner, ‘sung-shib, tu hand over his 


in 


seals of office, and to be sent on to the 
Board to receive censure ; while expressing 
himself to be in great perturbation at the 
command received, he reports having 
handed over the seals, and that he will 
start at once to place himself before the 
tribunal of the Board. 

(2) Chi-koh returns thanks for being 
appointed Acting-Vice-President of the 
Sheng-ching Criminal Board, in accordance 
with a request made by Tsung-shih, 

(3) Several minor memorials follow from 
Tsung-shih in reference to official move- 
ments, &c., in Moukden and its depend- 
encies. 

June 13th—(1) A rescript in reference 
to the paucity of official attendants at the 
sacrificial ceremonies on the 5th at the 
Kwan-teh and Yung-en Halls, and com- 
manding that, on future occasions of reli- 
gious rites, all the yaméns will return their 
proper complement of officials, 

(2) The Censor Kwei-ling reports to the 
Throne on a charge of murder and oppres- 
sion, laid by Hwang Tsu-jin of Kiangsi. 
The circumstances of the case, which took 
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place in the Shuiching district of Kiangsi, | 


are, as given by the appellant, of a most 
atrocious character, and briefly run as 
follows: The appellant’s niece, Yuen-shi, 
aged only 16 years, some three years 
ago, was waylaid, while returning to her 
mother, by a set of ruffians, Lo Shan-sin 
and others. They confined the girl in 
their residence, and after violating her in 
turn, murdered their victim, and vast the 
mutilated corpse on the north-bank of 
a lake. The culprits were seized by 
the Magistrate, but were rescued by 
a band of their comrades. Eventually, 
bribery was set at work, and official collu- 
sion thereby bought. The tables were 
ttirned, and some of the appellant’s rela- 
tives charged with coercing the girl to 
commit suicide. Time thus passed, and the 
Lo family grew more daring and violent ; 
they attacked and set on fire the family 
house of the appellant, and killed, decapi- 
tated, and quartered six members of the 
household. Information was given to the 
Magistrate, but the informants were kept 
in custody, and three individua!s succes- 
sively tortured to death. The appellant’s 
statement goes on further to say that he 
could not remember how many times he 
had appealed to the Prefect for justice ; 
but he had lodged his charge once at the 
office of the Chief Judge, and no less than 
seven times at the Governor’s yamen; 
but none of the higher authorities, how- 
ever, had the accused brought before them. 
The Censor, in the conclusion of his 
memorial, states that the above appellant 
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had died the day after he was placed unde 
surveillance at the capital ; but, as ascer 
tained, not by foul means.—A Rescript it} 
reference to this case has appeared. j 

(3) A memorial from the Censor, Lit 
Shui-chi, comptroller of the old Lope 
Granaries of the Hu-kwang division} 
in respect to reopening the Grand Cau} 
through its entire length, that the convey 
ance inland of Government rice may bi 
re-continued next year. The former Go 
vernor-General of Kiangsu, Li Tsung-lii 
and others, when recently requesting thi! 
the rice be sent by sea route, mentioned, ii 
is pointed out, that when the works to ths 
(Yellow) river in Shantung -become cor! 
pleted, the old regulations and route shoul! 
be at once reverted to; admitting thu 
clearly that, while the sea transit was ln 
a temporary proceeding, the cinal convey: 
ance was eventually still to be the perma! 
nent measure. Ting Pao-chen, during the 
present year, is referred to as devotir; 
himself indefatigably to the construction a 
new banks; but the movement is uncertai: 
as to its effect on the southern part of te 
canal ; and in the preserit stage of affairs ij 
is impossible to look forward with certaint; 
to the resumption next year of the cani! 
route. The impolicy of allowing an inatd 
tution of several hundred years standing tl 
fall into irreparable decay, and the probs 
bility of this being the result, unless ayait! 
used for Governmentrequirements, is enlar 
ged upon ; and the memorialist strengtheu 
his argument for the necessity of the cana: 
being restored to its original condition, bi: 
the statement that the sea route cannot b: 
depended upon permanently ; also, tha! 
one steamer with grain has sunk on thi 
way and public confidence been muti 
shaken. He is quite cognisant of the ditt. 
culties surrounding the required worksi 
but prays that all the officials be calle 
upon to speedily devise an effective schen:: 
of action, that the necessary works be cow} 
pleted by a given time, and internal Cou 
veyance again resumed. f 

(4) Several short unimportant memoriai; 
follow. 

June 14th.—(1) The Governor of H: 
kwang, Wang Wen-shan, supported by 
the Governor-General, memorialises as t: 
the filling up of the post of Prefect «% 
Pao-ching concerning which he and th: 
Civil Service Board have been at variance: 
The expectant prefect Kwoh Chien-hiang-} 
classed in the prior-claim rank—was origin: 
ally nominated, but the Board took ex: 
ception to the appointment in virtue of! 
the rule that seniority of claim does not: 
have force during the first month; 
after retirement from previous office, 





















subsequently another nominee, HenSheng- 
yeng, was recommended, but the Board 
again addressed the Governor—despatch 
‘eceived on the 6th of the 3rd moon—set- 
-ing forth that there were many expectant 
Prefects in the Province whose claims 
-sppeared to entitle them to consideration, 
wd requesting that the special reasons 
or passing them over be given. The Go- 
vernor hereupon enters into particulars, 
and still adheres to the second nomination 
“ecommended ; the nominee being for 
various circumstances the most eligible 
one on the list.—Rescript ; The Board will 
leliberate and report. 

. (2) The former Governor requests the 
Imperial assent to the interchange of 
certain magistrates within his jurisdiction, 
and also that a certain military officer be 
Jegraded. 

' June 15th.—(1) Edict, appointing Ex- 
sminer and Assistant-Examiner for several 
provinces, in anticipation of the approach- 
ng examination. 

_ (2) Along report from the authorities 
‘of Hu-peh on the trial of and award 
iven in respect to a blue-peacock-fea- 
ihered expectant Captain, Chu Chia-wei— 
aving titular rank of major, and others 
who were guilty of passing themselves 
off as Special Service officials, charged 
‘vith the suppression of the use of 
‘ypurious cash, and of unlawfully seizing 
dertain monies from one Kiang Kwang- 
“in, at a place near Hankow. The affair 
‘yccurred a year and a half ago, and has 
‘geen referred to before in the Guzette. 
Zhu Chia-wei, who had been stripped of 
‘ais rank some time since by Imperial 
‘sommand, pending investigation, is con- 
‘lemned to transportation and hard labour 
at the Amoor river; and punishment in 
‘lifferent degrees is meted out to his con- 
‘ederates, 

| (3) The Governor-General of Szechuen, 
‘Wu-tang, reports on the yearly examination 
»€ expectant officials within his jurisdic- 
sion. 

_ June 16th.—(1) An edict, promoting 
several officials for theic success in opera- 
sions against Annan insurgents in Kwang- 
‘i The ‘*Chen” district of Pau-loh 


k 4 i , it appears, was invaded or 


disturbed by Annanese rebel chiefs, 
Hwang-tsung-ying . . and others, 
and the Taotai, Chan-yan, led a force into 


Nien-tai-shd iment, Na-wan IRB 
and other strung pvints, held by the 
insurgents. The entrenched towns of 
Lfung-wen, T’ou-chen, and Cha-p’ing and 
Ti-ling and other places were one 
after another reduced, and a consider- 
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able number of rebels exterminated ; 
one of the chiefs, Liu-awe-sing, being, 
besides, shot during the action. In another 
expedition, undertaken by the army under 
the command of Liu-yu cheng, into the 


country around Pai-shé VIR, effective 
service was also done, and the vicinity of 
Liang-shan ERI thereby cleared of 


rebels. The officials concerned are 
deemed to have established claims to 
reward and a long list of promotions 
follows. 

(2) Ying Kwei-teng and others report 
on certain delinquencies said to have been 
committed by Imperial clans-men, Tsai- 
ying and others, near Tientsin. About 
ten of them, armed with knives 
and cudgels, it appears, set upon and 
severely beat a native of ‘ientsin, Tung 
Man-lan, while en route for Peking. 
They seized his money and tvok away by 
force a fellow-traveller, Chao-chen, and 
compelled him to write an order for the 
immediate payment of Tls. 1,000. The 
memorialist prays that the delinquents 
be handed over for trial and punishment 
to the Imperial-clan Prefect and the Cri- 
minal Boa:d. 

(3) Wen-chi, the comptroller of Impe- 
rial Silk manufactures at Hang-chow, pe- 
titions, praying that the recent order re- 
quiring all manufactures to be supplied at 
the old regulation prices be rescinded. 
The nurture of silk worms is represented 
to have not yet obtained the scale of 
magnitude existing before the devastation 
of civil war, and the range of prices con- 
sequently continues higher. Formerly, any 
excess of cost cou'd be made good from the 
perquisites accruing from the salt mono- 
poly, which is also under the same con- 
tract ; but, recently, these perquisites have 
been much diminished, and it is considered 
impossible to cverce the manufacturing 
merchants into supplying articles at forced 
rates. The Board of Kevenue is com- 
manded to deliberate and report. 

June 17th.—(1) Edict, ordering another 
prayer for rain for the 2ist June. A long 
list of Princes aud Nobles, with the cere- 
monial functions to be respectively under- 
taken, is given. 

(2) ‘'wo memorials from Tsung-shih and 
Li Hung-chang, respecting the filling up of 
certain vacancies. 

(3) The Governor of Chekiang, in 
concert with the Governor-General, 
reports on the pacification and settle- 
ment of the recent disburbance at 
Tientai. The farming population of Fuh- 
tou, in western side of ‘lientai, who 
were dragged -into taking part in the 
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movement, are represented to have ex- 
pressed contrition for their acts, and to 
have been anxious to seize and deliver 
over the instigators ; but the more sedi- 
tions and rebellious people flocked to their 
entrenohments in the inaccessible country 
around Chang-chia and Hung-tan, where 
they shewed a determination to offer des- 
perate resistance. On the 16th of the 12th 
moon of last year, the Imperial troops 
advanced towards their stronghuld. The 
rioters showed fight with firearms, and 
killed one or two soldiers ; but a very 
vigorous attack was made. Many of them 
were slaughtered during action, and some 
fifty made prisoners, including the 
renegade official, Hou Kwan. 13 pieces 
of sling-cannon,, 16 muskets and 60 
swords, flags, &c., were also taken. In 
another expedition, in the Hwang-shui and 
Ké-ai-ten locality, about 20 more prisoners 
were taken, and over 500 weapons of war 
and 100 articles of plunder were handed 
over by the gentry. Of the prisoners taken, 
eleven men, after trial, were executed on 
the spot in obedience to Imperial instruc- 
tion given; and some fifty more, being 
found to have been the victims of in- 
stigation only, were to be punished and 
released according to their degrees of 
guilt. The magistrate of Ting-tai, Ting 
Chu-liang, although acquitted of the 
charge of extortion, is not without guilt in 
the matter, and has been referred to the 
Board for punishment by separate memo- 
rial. Imperial marks of sympathy are 
requested for the soldiers who fell in the 
engagement, 

June 18th.—(1) Imperial edict ordering 
investiyation to be made into the origin of a 
fire which recently occurred in Mun-shun- 
kow—a Board of Works depét—and com- 
manding that the various officials reaponsi- 
ble be punished. Only three house-sections 
and two side houses are stated to have been 
burnt. 

(2) Two edicts commanding two appeal 
cases, the particulars of which do not 
transpire, to be adjudged. 

(3) Three memorials follow from the 
Governor of Shansi, respecting official dis- . 
positions within his juriadiction. 

(4) Peng Yuh-lin reports on progress 
made in the inspection of the Yangtsze 
river military defences. He started on the 
24th of the 3rd moon, and on the 16th of 
the 4th moon reached as far as Nanking. 
The strategic positions of the newly erected 
forts along the line of inspection are repre- 
sented to be well selected ; and the forts 
to present an imposing appearance. The 
great desideratum now left being, it is 
added, to stock them well with cannon, and 
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to let them be defended with determir:: 
tion. A more detailed report of affairs : 
to be presented after the tour of inspectic! 
is completed. i 

June 19th.—(1) Edict. Li Han-chan: 
is commanded to repair with all speed ¢: 
Yunnan, to investigate and deal wit; 
(certain) matters. The duties of the G: 
vernor-General of Hu-kwang will be ten 
porarily adininistered by Weng Tung-taiv.; 
(the present Governor of Hupeh). 

(2) An edict expressing yrief at the 
death of a Vice-President of the rims, 
Board, Lang Chang-en. 

The remainder of the Gazette is taken uy 
by two reports from the Governor- Genera 
of Shen-si, respecting official movements, | 

June 20th.—(1) Li Hung-chang mem>-; 
rialises in deference to the wishes of tli: 
gentry of Pao-ting-fu, conveyed throu: 
the Minister of Finance and Ohief Justice; 
praying that they (the gentry) be allowei: 
to coutribute funds towards the erection:: 
a temple to be d: dicated to the late ‘I'ser:., 
Kwoh-fan. The virtues of the decease.: 
statesman are extolled in much the sam:! 
terms as those recently used in referen::: 
to the erection of a temple at Tientsin. |} 

(2) The above memorialist, alluding firs: 
to the exhausted state of the Provincial Ex: 
chequer of Chihli, and to the multifarion-. 
and important demands to pay for cannc: 
and other military weapons required fi: 
sea defences—(Note.—'’he Governor «: 
Shantung, it will be remembered, also re-! 
ferred recently to the absence of funds t. 
Chihli, owing to which the Chihli share «! 
river conservation expenses were borne bs: 
Shantung)—reports to the Throne that the! 
(late) Acting-Inspector of Tientsin Mar: 
time Customs, Sun Sze-tah, having had: 
personal experience of the present embar : 
rassed position of financial affairs, had 
munificently presented Ts. 20,000, i: 
aid of military requirements, The don: 
had requested that no acknowledgmeu:. 
should be made ; but the Governor-Gene-, 
ral is of opinion that so public-spirited a..: 
act should not be passed over withou:' 
honorable mention. } 

(3) Another memorial from Li Hung.) 
chang, reporting the arrival on the 25th 
the 4th moon of the new Maritime Custon:: 
Inspector of Tientsin, Li Chao-tang. ' 

(4) A memorial from Wen-chi, respectin:' 
the manufacture of gold and _ silver: 
embossed satin and embroidered robes. 
Only 40 per cent. of the required funds,: 
subsequently found to be little more than: 
30 per cent., had been furnished, and the; 
manufacture of the remaining 60 to 70 per 
ceut. had been temporarily stopped by: 
Imperial assent. Tho satin for the ground 








work of the reduced quantity is now re- 
“yorted to have been finished, but, in view 
Sf there being no immediate requirement 
tor the articles, and of the first portion 
aianufactured having probably to await in 
store the completion of the balance, it is 
deemed expedient not to commence 
the embossing and embroidering, but to 
allow the manufacturers to apply the 
ground silk to other purposes ; the more 
especially as the memorialist is out of 
funds for previous manufactures. —Re- 
script: Noted. 

June 2ist.—(1) Decrees, in reply to 
memorials by the Censor Yi Shang-hwa. 
st.—The Censor having denounced a 
Secretary of the Board of K venue for 
impropriety of conduct, hidden irregula- 
Yrities in the discharge of his duty, and 
constant attempts to engross authority, 
the Ministers Pao-yiin and Mao Ch’ang-hi 
are commanded to investigate the case. 
2nd. — The Board of Revenue is com- 
manded to examine and report upon the 
Censor’s prayer that reform be effected 
in its admiuistrative system, to guard 
against waste of the public revenue. 

(2) An Edict, in reply to a memorial 
from the Board of Punishments and 
the Office of the Peking Gendarmerie, 
orders that the clerk on night duty 
in the Shantung department, where the 
fire broke out, should be handed over to 
the Gendarmerie for punishment, and that 
other officials should be fined for not taking 
precautionary measures. [It would seem 
that portions of the Shensi, Kwangtung, 
and Hukwang Departments, and the clerks’ 
offices of Shantung, Kwangtung and 
Shensi departments were burnt down. ] 

(3) The Superintendents of the Imperial 
Granaries memorialize with reference to 
the landing of grain for storage. ‘I'he rice 
brought up from the South reaches its 
penultimate terminus at the Ta T’ung 
Bridge, on the Peking and T’ung-chow 
canal. To the east of this bridge 
there are four locks, and the trans- 
portation of the grain up to the point in 
question is in the hands of the Southern 
managers. To the westward, lies the city 
moat, and the grain on reaching this point 
is carted away in six divisions to the dif- 
ferent granaries. The object of the present 
Memorial ia to denounce the obstinate 
inefficiency of a Manchu Censor, named 
Ts’iian-shan, who persists in inspecting 
the transhipment of no more than 20 boat- 
loads per diem. It is of the utmost 
importance to take all possible advantage 
of dry weather, before the roads become 
converted into quagmires, and the Chinese 
Consor Li Teh-yiian, by going on duty at 


Google 


77 


daylight, passes 25 boatloads per diem, 
amounting to upwards of 7,000 piculs of 
grain. By working at night the quantity 
may be doubled, and thus, in a hundred 
days, the entire operation might be com- 
pleted. The Manchu Censor has paid no 
attention to the urgent requests addressed 
to him to increase the tale of his daily 
labour, and as the deliveries of grain this 
year are greater than heretofore, his re- 
moval and chastisement are solicited. 

(4) ‘Ting Jih-chang memorializes for 
permission to return to his home on 
account of severe illness. He states that, 
lus. year, when the late Emperor 
summoned him to Court, he replied, 
through the Governor of Canton, de- 
clining the honor on the score of bad 
health ; but afterwards, when he learnt that 
the Emperor had exchanged a terrestrial 
for a Celestial Throne, he at once started 
for the Capital in order to assuage his 
grief at the side of the Imperial coffin. 
He was taken worse at Hwaizan-fu, on 
his way to the North, where he vomited a 
basin-full of blood, which fact was duly 
reported by the Commissioner for the Grain 
Tribute. His medical certificate reports 
amongst other reasons for his illness, the 
torrid atmosphere of Peking, and the 
ascendency of the element of wood and 
deficiency of that of water in his condition. 

June 22nd.—The Governor of Shan-se, 
Pao Yuen-shen, reports an accumulation of 
salt, and requests permission to be allowed 
further time to dispose of it, in accordance 
with precedent. It appears that ever since 
the time the public were admitted to share 
with the Government in the salt transport, 
there was no difficulty in this regard until 
the rebellion broke out in Honan and 
Shan-se, when the salt accumulated, and it 
became impussible to dispose of it within 
the limited time. At the present moment, 
although the disturbances are over, the 
two provinces have not regained their 
former condition, and are utterly unable 
to consume the quantity to be supplied. 
Moreover, other kinds of salt from Honan, 
at a lower rate than the Shan-se salt, are 
imported in large quantities aud swamp 
the market, 

June 23rd.—The Military Governor of 
Kirin memorializes reporting that a pri- 
soner, under sentence of death, who had 
escaped from the jail at Chun-ch’éng Pao 
in February last, was re-captured on the 
following day. In consequence of his re- 
capture, the officer in charge of the jail is 
entitled to undergo only the penalty of 
remaining in office without rank for four 
years, at the end of which time, if no 
misconduct is recorded against him, his 


reinstatement in rank may be applied for. 
The escaped criminal has been examined, 
and declares that he effected his escape 
unaided and without complicity on the part 
of any of the jailers. He is remitted to 
prison to await execution. 


June 24th.—(Court Circular.) Ting Jih- 
ch’ang had audience on his departure for 
Tientsin, 


The remainder vf to-day’s Gazette is 
occupied by memorials on administrative 
details, from the Governor-General of 
Shensi and Kansuh. 


June 25th.—(1) A Decree. Let Hia 
Hien-lun be appointed to the 


post of Tavtai of ‘’aiwan. (N.B.—This 
officer has for some time past been acting 
Taotai.) 


(2) Tso Tsung-t’ang, Governor-General 
of Shensi and Kansuh, memorializes re- 
porting that an escort has been furnished 
to the attendants and suite of a Tibetan 
dignitary (K’anpu) who was sent from 
Tashilunbu to Peking with tribute offer- 
ings, in 1861. The K’anpu set out on his 
return journey in 1862, but the roads being 
interrupted by the insurrectionary troubles 

‘which had then broken out, he was de- 
layed and died on the journey. His 
attendants have remained in charge of his 
effects for the last 12 or 13 years at P’ing- 
fan, in Kansuh. The Si-ning region having 
been tranquillized last year, and the com- 
munications being open, an escort of 100 
Mongol troops and 200 Tibetan soldiers 
has been detailed to escort the party back 
to Tibet. 

June 26th.—A Decree. Whereas, owing 
to the want of rain that was of late ex- 
perienced at the Capital, we have repéatedly 
issued mandates directing the Prince of 
Tun, Yih-tsung, to proceed to the Great 
Exalted Temple to offer incense, and the 
Prince of Kung, Yih-sin, and others, to 
offer incense at the Temple of Response to 
Prayers in Season, and other places, and 
have moreover at intervals caused special 
altars to be erected for the putting up of 
devout entreaties, now, for several days 
in succession clouds have thickly over- 
spread the sky, and on the night of the 
24th inst. a thunderstorm, accompanied by 
rain, was experienced, laving with refresh- 
ing moisture the surrounding plain. Pro- 
found is our gratitude for this succour, 
which we recognize as wholly due to the 
fostering love of the august Supreme. 
Let offerings of incense be made as follows. 
(Here erisues a long list of princes and 
nobles appointed to make incense offerings 
at different temples). 
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June 27th.—(Court Circular.) = Ti: 
Board of Ceremonies reports the day fix 
upon for the opening of the Historiogr: 
phers’ Office—%. e. the commencement 
the task of compiling the ‘ Veritab. 
Record” or chronicle of the late reign. 


(1) Tséng K woh-ts’tian, Governor-Genera 
of the eastern course of the Yellow Rive: 
a peh (earl) of the first degree, memorializ- 
reporting his assumption of office. Havi.. 
been honoured with the appointment i: 
holds, he had audience of leave on the 3:: 
May, commenced his journey on the 7ti 
and having travelled by way of Tientsi: 
and Pao-ting Fu, arrived on the 26th 0: 
the same month at K’ai-féng Fu, where o 
the following day he received the seal ¢ 
his office from the Governor of Honan. 
Impressed as he is with his ow 
unworthiness and with the magnitude ¢: 
the interests committed to his keeping, h- 
will strive to do his best, and to remed; 
his lack of experience by * availing himsel: 
of the united services of those under his 
command, and by taking advice to th: 
fullest possible extent with a view t. 
economy and efficiency combined. 


(2) Ts’ung-shih, Military Governor oj: 
Shéng-king, memorializes proposing the 
suppression of an allowance of Taels 20U,} 
granted annually since 1836, toward the 
expenses of an inspection of the Imperial | 
hunting grounds held yearly by a Ligaen 
ant-Colonel sent from Moukden, for the 
purpose of ,uarding against the acts of | 
poachers on the deer preserves. He points! 
out that of late year’ the hunting grounds’ 
have become to such an extent settled, 
upon and brought under cultivation, tha: 
deer have become scarce and poachers | 
consequently few. 


June 28th.—Ma Ju-lung, deprived a 
rank but left in his office as Commander- 
in-chief of the province of Hunan, reports 
his assumption of office on the 24th March, | 
after paying his respects at the Imperial ; 
court, where, on the occasion of the Em- | 
press- “Mother's birthday (in November last), ; 
he was admitted to the signal honour of 
being present at a theatrical performance in 
the palace. A humble native of Yiinnan, 
coarse and dull of nature, he feels honoured 
beyond all measure by the sacred favour, 
and can only exert every possible effort in 
the discharge of his duty. The province 
has on its borders wild tribes of the Miao 
and Yao, and is moreover constantly the 
scene of action of seoret societies ; in con- 
sequence of which the task of control, 
whether by firm or gentle means, is of no 
slight importance. (N.B.—Ma Ju-lung is 
the late Commander-in-chief in Yinnan, 





ev hence he was‘ transferred last year to his 
Present post ) 

June 29th—Ts’én Yii-ying, Governor of 
Wiiunan, memorializes respecting the sup- 
ply of copper to Peking (for the cash 
Goinage) from the provincial mines. In 
xeply to a previous memorial, the Governor 
had been authorized to appoint a com- 
anission of four officials, who were to 
co-operate with local notables and traders 
in obtaining a firat instalment of* one 
million catties (about six hundred tons) 


from the mines Px of Ning-tai, Mow-li- 


téh, Pao-p’ing, and Wan-pao. The officials 
im question have subsquently reported, 
undertaking to deliver the amount in 
question in two instalments, the firat by 
the end of January and the second in the 
month April of the current year, delivery 
to be made at the provincial capital 
CYiinnan Fu). This has already been done, 
and it remains to effect the transportation 
-to Peking with the utmost possible 
‘despatch. In conformity with the system 
to which Imperial sanction has been 
: obtained, the route has been changed (i. e. 
from the old course by way of the 
Yangtsze) to that vid Peh-seh T’ing 

iia in Kwangsi (on the head waters 


of the Si Kiang or West River), and thence 
“by way of Canton, Shanghai, and Tientsin. 
‘From Yiinnan Fu to Peh-seh, however, 
- the distance is 1,500 li and upwards (about 
' 600 miles), of steep and difficult land- 
‘travel. ‘the number of mules or ponies 
that would be required for the transporta- 
tion of one million catties of copper would 
‘ amount to ten thousand, and owing to the 
protracted desolation of the province by 
: revolt, the population has been greatly re- 
duced, and the number of persons owning 
- beasts of burden is very small. By dint 
, of great efforts, it is found possible to 
hire some 3,000 animals, and with these, 
. making repeated journeys, it is proposed 
, to convey the copper in two deliveries to 
: Kwangsi. The first instalment of half-a- 
; million catties was despatched from Yiin- 
. pan Fu on the 30th April. 
. June 30th.—No documents of import- 
; ance. 
- July 1Ist.—(1 and 2). Memorials by the 
Board of Works and the Captain General 
. of the Gendarmerie respectively, with re- 
. ference to the outbreak of a fire in certain 
| stores of the Board of Works on the 17th 
. June. ‘The fire took place in the afternoon, 
, and was extinguished before much damage 
. was occasioned. 
. (8) The Court of Censorate memorializes 
, forwarding the appeal lodged by a native 
; of Shantung, named Liu P’an-ming, 
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complaining of the murder of his son Liu 
Fang-t’ien by certain fellow villagers, and 
of corrupt conduct on the part of the 
authorities, through which justice has 
been perverted. He complains that his 
son was murdered under the following 
circumstances:—A dispute having arisen 
in September last between the young man 
and a fellow villuger to whom he had lent 
a small sum of money, he was missing 
toward nightfall, and on complainant 
making search for him at the house of one 
Liu Chén-yung, this man stated that he 
had been lost sight of after a squabble 
with the person who had borrowed the 
money. Three days afterwards complain- 
ant, on going to draw water from a well 
near the village, saw a body in the water, 
and on having it drawn out found that it 
was the corpse of his son. Report having 
been made to the Magistrate and an inquest 
held, wounds inflicted by a knife were 
verified on the head and abdomen, beside 
the mark of a blow on the throat. The 
two parties incriminated were brought 
before the Court, but by collusion with 
the law clerk and the examiner of corpses 
the evidence was falsely stated, and it 
was declared that deceased had committed 
suicide from fear of the consequences of 
an intrigue with the wife of Li ‘l'éh-sheng. 
The two prisoners admitted only the fact 
of having dealt a blow with a stick. The 
Magistrate, thus imposed upon, called upon 
complainant to sign an acknowledgment of 
the satisfaction of justice, which he refused 
to do, and he lodged appeals with the Pre- 
fect and Provincial Judge, who referred the 
matter back to the Mayistrate, with the same 
result. In desperation, he now appeals at 
Peking.—Referred in the usual manner. 


July 2nd.—(Court Circular). Li-jui pre- 
sented his respects on his return from 
conveying the mandate of the Imperial 
accession, to Corea. 

The Governor of Shun-t’ien Fu reports 
the fall of between 3 and 4 inches of rain 
at Peking. 

(1) A Decree. Let Li K’ing-siang 


Are succeed to the vacant post of 


Governor of Honan. Let Chang Ying suc- 
ceed to the post of Financial Commissioner 
of Shansi, and let Chow Héng-k’i become 
Judicial Commissioner for the province of 
Kwangtung. 

(2) A decree expressing the Imperial 
sorrow oa receipt of intelligence of the 
decease of Ts’ien Ting-ming, Governor of 
Honan. ill penalties recorded against 
his name are to be remitted. The rank of 
secretary to a Board is conferred upon his 
eldest son, and his second son is granted 


advancement from the firat to the second 
(Kujen) literary degree, with the privilege 
of competing at the triennial examination 
for the doctorate. 

(3 and 4) Memorials by the Board of 
Punishments and the Captain General of 
Gondarmerie respectively, reporting the 
outbreak of a fire in the offices of the 
Board on the night of June 18th. The 
conflagration fortunately did not extend 
to the prison yards. 

July 3rd.—(1) A Decree. 
tsiin Re succeed to the vacant post of 


Grain Comptroller in Shantung. 

(2) The Military Governor of Jeh-ho 
reports the completion of the labours of a 
commission appointed to wind up outstand- 
ing arrears connected with transfers of 
office in that jurisdiction. 

(3) Tsai-kang, and his colleagues, 
Superintendents of a portion of the 
Imperial mausolea, make urgent applica- 
tion for a sum of Tis, 3,600, which is 
required to provide for the expense of 
watering a plautation of young trees, now 
three years old, during the current year. 
A sum of Tis. 2,400, obtained from the 
treasury of the salt department of Chihli, 
is only sufficient to provide for the main- 
tenance of a supply of water to an older 
plantation. In the present season of 
drought, the young trees, it is observed, 
are urgently in need of attention. Refer- 
red for the consideration of the Board of 
Revenue. 

July 4th.—(1) The Censor Yii Shang- 
hwa memorializes representing the neces- 
sity that exists for a thorough revision of 
financial procedure. He begins by obser- 
ving that the policy of the ancient 
Sovereigns was invariably that of adapting 
expenditure to income, by which means 
the sources of revenue themselves were 
duly fostered. At the present time, 
armies have been maintained in the field 
for upwards of twenty years, since the 
rebellion first- broke out, and the conse- 
quence is an unprecedented exhaustion of 
the national finances. He would remark 
that the Board of Revenue is the central 
point to which the yield of taxation 
throughout the Empire converges, and 
that unless speedy measures be devised for 
regulating the sources of supply and 
applying a check to the flow of disburse- 
ments, it is to be feared that the waste 
which has so long continued will only go 
on from bad to worse. Notwithstanding 
repeated memorials on the subject, no 
genuine measures have as yet been 
instituted for systematising the collection 
and disbursement of revenue. He would 
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entreat that the Board be commanded t 
lay before the Throne a concise summary 
of the items of receipt under the head 
land-tax, salt collectorate, and Custom‘ 
duties, forming the main branches of ti: 
revenue, besides the amounts additionally 
levied under the head of sums in aid, pur 
chase of rank, likin, foreign Custom 
duties, and other miscellaneous itens. 
Where no fixed sum can be assigned und 
any one of these headings, an average ca: 
yet be struck from the data of past year. 
On the other hand, the Board shoul: 
draw up a statement exhibiting the item 
of expenditure under the following heada 
viz :—1. Pay of troops and official salaria 
and allowances at Peking; works at th 
Imperial mausolea; pay of the Shéw fi 
Ying, or Musketeer Division, cunstitutin 
the defensive force of the capital.—2 
Proportion of revenue to be retained i: 
each province for the salaries of official 
and miscellaneous expenditure.—3. Par 
of the Manchu and Chinese troops of tle 
regular army in,the different Provinces, 
4. Pay of the drilled troops and irreguls 
levies in the Provinces.—5. Outlay fo 
the armies operating on the northern an! 
western frontiers. A budget havin 
been thus constructed in outline, i 
would remain to bring items of disburse 
ment intoharmony with the actual receipts, 
by means of economies under differen’ 
headings wherever practicable.—A reacrijt 
has already appeared referring this pro 
posal for the consideration of the Board 0 
Revenue. 

(2) In a postscript, the same Censor de. 
nounces a Secretary of the Board of 
Revenue, named K’i-si, in unmeasured 
language, as guilty of flagrant impropriety 
of conduct, and of attempts at engrossin; 
the management of affairs in his own hands. 
Without a thought for the interests of the 
State, he seeks to place the entire admiai 
stration of the Board in the hands of 
clique of shameless confederates. Althougi 
deriving his information only from report, 
and unable to adduce actual proof, the 
Censor feels it his duty under these cit 
cumstances not to remain silent,—A re 
script ordering an enquiry has already 
appeared. . ; 

July 6th.—The Governor of Anhwel 
reports the trial and sentence of a native 
of the province fur a case of triple murder. 
The offender, named Liu Chany-lu, havins 
been refused the loan of a donkey to turv 
a mill by the owner of the animal, § 
neighbour named Lin, an_ altercation 
ensued, in which bad language was used 00 
both sides. Liu Chang-lu having go 
home and excited himself with liquor, 


went back to Lin’s house and murdered 
him by repeated stabs. He likewise fatally 
stabbed the two sons of the murdered man, 
who came to their father’s rescue. Under 
the law applicable to cases of this kind, he 
is sentenced to death, and half his property 
is to be confiscated for the benefit of the 
surviving relatives of his victims. He is 
debarred from participating in the boon of 
amnesty conferred by the decree on the 
late Imperial accession. 

July 6th.—(Court Circular.) Mu-t’u-shen 
returned thanks for his appointment as 
Acting, Military Governor of Kirin. He 
.had audience. 

._ (') A decree in reply to a memorial by 
the Censor Ch’én I, who has extolled the 
filial virtues and earnest single-mindedueas 
of a physician named Kwoh Hien-i, and a 
man of the people named Chu Chang-ch’un, 
belonging to the Kao-yeo district in 
Northern Kiangsu. The Governor-Gene- 
ral and Governor are ordered to make a 
thorough examination of the case and to 
.ceport upon it. 

, (2) A decree in reply to three other 
-memorials by the same Censor, who has 
arged improvement of the criminal proce- 
dure, equa ization of imposts, and reform of 
the public morals, The recommendations of 
the Censor are approved as not without 
:value, and it is ordained that, firstly, 
appeals from the provinces to Peking are 
to be justly investigated, and not hushed 
up or dealt with collusively. The provin- 
sial Governments are likewise commanded 
to require their subordinates to conduct 
judicial proceedings on a principle of strict 
justice. Secondly, oppressive acts in con- 
‘nection with the revenue collectorate are 
‘bo cease, and remissions of taxation are to 
be allowed to take effect for the benefit of 
the people at large. Thirdly, the _pro- 
vincial Governments are to respect the 
‘orders repeatedly issued for the reduction 
‘of likin taxation, and the amalgamation of 
likin offices. Fourthly, public homilies on 
‘moral duty are to be made something 
‘more than an empty form. 

(3) A decree. ‘The Censor, Hwang 
‘Hwai-shén, has memorialized stating that 
‘the Wei-sing (Examination sweepstakes) 
lotteries have been re-established in 
‘Kwangtung, and he requests that the pro- 
‘hibition heretofore promulgated be again 
put forth. A decree was issued last year 
‘Stringently prohibiting the examination 
lotteries at Canton ; but the Censor in his 
‘present memorial now declares that of late 
certain lawless vagabonds have laid 
‘schemes for the re-establishment of the 
‘system under a change of name. This is 
‘altogether contrary to the prohibitive 
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enactment in force. Let the Governor- 
General Yiog-han, and the Governor Chang 
Chao-tung without. delay proclaim afresh the 
probibition heretofore enacted, and sup- 
press the system henceforward and for 
ever. Let their subordinates be called 
upon to arrest any lawless persons who 
may open agencies in a surreptitious 
manner. Let also a stringent supervision 
be maintained over the passayeboats- 
plying to and fro, and in the event of 
lottery-tickets or account books being 
smuxzgled by such vessels let severe punish- 
ment be meted out to the offenders, in 
order that abuses may be kept down and 
the purity of government be maintained. 


(4) The Acting Governor-General of the 
Two Kiang provinces, Liu Kw’én-yih, 
reports in a postscript memorial that, 
having left Nanking on the 24th April, he 
arrived on the 29th at Slianghai, where, 
on the following day. 

July 7th.— The Acting Governor-General 
of the Two Kiang reports the receipt of a 
communication from the Commander-in- 
chief of Kiangsu, to the effect that on the 
afternoon of the 28th January last, one of 
the gunboats of the naval squadron of 
Soochow, while cruising in the neighbour- 
hood of Gutzlaff Island, was overtaken by 
a violent xale, and being unable to take 
shelter anywhere, was driven during the 
night on a sunken reef off the South- 
eastern extremity of the island, where she 
instantly filled and went down. One 
officer and 27 men were lost. An enquiry 
having been instituted into the circum- 
stances, the wreck is found to have been 
occasioned by stress of weather, and the 
guns and other materials on buard are past 
recovery. Compassionate allowances are 
due in conformity with regulation for the 
lives lost on this occasion, according to 
the rank of those who perished. 

July 8th.—(1) Decree, ordering the 
Board of Astronomy to select a propitious 
day in the 9th moon (September) for the 
removal of the coffins of the late Emperor 
and Empress to the Imperial Tombs, 

(2) A Lieutenant of the left wing of the 
Tah-hwan Camp in Chekiang province 
applies for permission to exchange with 
another Lieutenant of the Camp at Shao- 
hsing in the same province. This request 
is not entertained, but, unfortunately, no 
reasons are given for the decision. 

(3) A memorial from the Governor of 
Chekiang province, sending in a con- 
solidated list of officers who had distin- 
guished themselves in putting down the 
late disturbances at Sin-chang and other 
places. 


A body of bandits having attacked the 
district city of Sin-chang, the Governor at 
once sent some troops, who speedily 
defeated them with the loss of upwards of 
100 men killed and 20 made prisoners, 
while others of the band were intercepted 
and slain when stealing away to the 
mountains, by the guards of the various 
barriers. The bandit chief, Tang-wei, 
and others were at one time or another 
captured and beheaded, but the chief 
Wany Ching ke was still at large. On the 
18th of August, 1873, the above circum- 
stances were laid before.the Throne, and 
afterwards he reported the capture and 
decapitation of the robber chiefs, Kin 
Yung-li and Sun-san-tai-chi, in the 
department of Taichow, when he received 
permission to amalgamate the rames 
of the officers who had distinguished 
themselves on these occasions with the 
Sinchang list. After this, the Acting- 
Magistrate of Sin-chang reported that, 
with the assistance of the local gentry and 
military, he had captured the robber chief 
Wang-ching-ki, Ting-yin-kin, and Chen- 
chia-tze. Chen-chia-tze, who, being im- 
pressed with the enormity of his’ crime, 
secretly swallowed opium, and while being 
examined as to the origin of the confe- 
deracy, died from its effects ; Wang-ching- 
ki, who originated the idea of attacking 
Sin-chang, died in prison from disease ; 
Ting-yin-k4n, who killed a committee room 
clerk—have all been engaged as principals 
in committing atrocious crimes. They 
were, therefore, rigorously examined by the 
Commissioner of Justice and’ the Prefect 
of Hangchow, who reported their sen- 
tence to the writer, who gave instructions 
that the living should be decapitated and 
the heads be struck off the dead bodies. 

The Governor has ascertained that the 
said bandits were incited to burn and plun- 
der, out of revenge for the capture of their 
chief by the local gentry Yang-yuh-chow 
and others ; that they combined with the 
bandits of Tsintai and Tung-yang, pressed 
the simple villagers, and so suddenly fell 
upon Sin-chang with a force amounting to 
several thousands, when, owing to a mo- 
mentary panic, a grave calamity nearly 
ensued. Fortunately the bandits were 
immediately routed and tranquility suc- 
ceeded peril. The bandit chief, Kin-yung- 
li, on the suppression of the Taiping 
rebellion, allied himself with Cantonese 
rebels, and with joint squadrons carried 
on a system of piracy, scouring the adja- 
cent seas, repulsing the Government 
cruizers, and on one occasion killing the 
Brigadier General of Hwang-yen, the 
offender himself shooting him with a 
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foreign made fire-arm, Lun-san-tai-tsi! 
took advantage of the worst times of ti: 
rebellion to form an affiliated band, whe 
he set a line of stakes as a barrier, levie: 
customs dues, seized passing army supplies. 
and turned confusion into a calamity. H: 
beat off and killed the Government troop: 
and out of revenge beheaded rustic spice 
Death is no adequate punishment f:: 
these despisers of the law, and they har: 
been tried, beheaded, and their head 
exposed on poles as a warning. 

The Governor concludes with the state. 
ment that he has issued orders that tii: 
bandits still at large should be arreste: 
and punished. : 

(4) The Governor of Chehkiang likewis: 
reports the repairing of the more impor: 
ant breaches in the stone wall in tl: 
district of Hai-yeu, at the expense «. 
Ts. 54,500, and that the Prefect of Kis 
shing had inspected and approved of th:' 
work and materials. 

July 9th.—(1) Imperial Mandate order. 
ing rewards for officers who have dis: 
tinguished themselves in suppressin;! 
banditti in Southern Manchuria. Th: 
Manchu Governor-General and Cor: 
mander-in-Chief, Chung-shih, reports thr 
the bandit Sung-san-haw and others h:.. 
joined. with the bandit chief, Kau-he: 
tsan, and had entrenched themselves «: 
Ta-tung-chiau (Great East Bridge) av: 
other places, where they had beaten off th: 
Government troops. The Governor-Gener:: 
despa'ched braves to make a convergin:: 
attack, and on the 20th of June tl. 
officers and soldiers from the steamen: 
bombarded their stronghold with cannot: 
and pressed them so closely that they bolte: 
from their lair and fled northward. The: 
encampment, together with their house 
containing upwards of 300 rooms, wer: 
burnt to the ground. At the same tin: 
the rebels of Sha-ho-tze united with ti:! 
fugitives, and being from time to tiv: 
surrounded by the Government troops, th: 
lost from first to last upwards of 800 kilic. 
and 200 and odd taken prisoners. Th: 
bandit chief Kau-hsi-tsan was killed «:: 
battle, while the chiefs Sung-yun-!: 
and Sung-san-haw were taken prisouet. 
and beheaded as the law directs, | 

The action taken being prompt an: 
satisfactory, and the officers having di: 
tinguished themselves, they are worthy :: 
reward ; wherefore, on the Brigadier Che: 
is bestowed a yellow riding jacket &. 
&c. [Here follows an interminable list]. 

(2) Tan-chung-lin, memorializes that li 
predecessor had handed over to him : 
Mandate to the effect that the Grar: 
Review should, according to rotation, ti 


‘eld this year in the Shensi province. He 
‘aports, however, that since the rebellion 
he several Manchu and Chinese troops 
ave been constantly drafted off for 
istant services, whether to guard im- 
cortant passes or to exterminate rebels 
‘a other provinces. Having left their 
‘uarters for many years, far too large a 
1umber have died in battle or from 
vyounds, while in addition to this the 
reasury has been so embarrassed and the 
upplies so deficient, that it was impossible 
‘0 6fill up the vacancies. Latterly, 
ithough Kansuh and Shensi are at peace, 
“et war still’ exists outside the frontiers, 
md all the troops having in succession 
yeen moved outside the pass, the defence 
of the frontiers and the transport of thearmy 
iupplies entirely devolves on himself and 
-he Commissioner and Intendants. Under 
hese circumstances, the Governor submits 
shat it would be inexpedient for him to 
ake his seals out of the province, and that 
-he Grand Review should be postponed 
util the provincial troops be restored to 
heir original state of discipline. 


(3) Shen Pang-yuen returns thanks for 
iis appointment as Acting Commissioner 
ie justice of Shensi. 

* (4) Li Han-chang, Viceroy of Hoo- 
‘wang, Ung Tung-chih, Lieut.-Governor 
‘yf Hoopeh, memorialize the Throne to send 
‘Examiners for the extra examination 
canted as an act of Grace on the Emperor’s 
‘accession. 


(5) Li Han-chang reports that the Admiral 
Li Chin-mow, commanding in the Yangtze, 
‘had arrived in Hoopeh and passed on to 
‘Hoonan, 

(6) Ki-yuen, Acting Civil Governor of 
the Province of Fungtien, returns thanks 
for his appointment. 
| July 10th.—(1) Imperial mandate. Li 
‘Ho-nien, Governor-General of Fookien and 
Chekiang, and the Governor of Fookien 
province, request an Edict for the cashier- 
ing of an expectant official, who, relying 
on his commission, has been guilty of 
misconduct. It appears that an expectant 
‘district magistrate, Lin Chung-ming, re- 
siding in Ku Tien-hsien, in Fookien 
‘province, was engaged in a law suit with 
Li Tsih-chun, the parties reciprocally 
‘accusing each other of assault. Lin Chung- 
‘ming laid a plaint before the district 
‘Magistrate, that his son Lin Niang-chi had 
‘been severely wounded, but when sum- 
‘moned before the magistrate, he (the father) 
‘behaved in a most violent manner, and 
when the magistrate repaired to his house 
‘to inspect the wounds, he, Lin Chung- 
‘ming, shut the door, and would not admit 
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him, while Lin Niang-chi had absconded 
and could not be traced. 

This action is extremely ‘discreditable. 
Lin Chung-ming having been duly recom- 
mended, he ought to have behaved with 
decent self restraint, instead of which 
he allows his son to be guilty of gross 
violence, while he himself behaves out- 
rageously in a Court of Justice. In con- 
sequence of his acts, it is hereby ordered 
that Lin Chung-ming be immediately 
deprived of rank ; that his certificate of 
good conduct be cancelled, and that he 
be tried and punished according to the law. 

The intention of the Court in ordering 
Prefects and Magistrates throughout the 
Empire to recommend men who are dutiful, 
incorruptible, regular and upright, is 
naturally to obtain a selection of ofticials 
distinguished alike for their scholarship 
and good conduct ; and to what a pass has 
the country come when a swarm of knaves 
like these necessarily befoul the well dis- 
posed in their turbid waters, and utterly 
submerge all right-minded candidates, 
This year an Act of Grace has already 
been promulgated, ordering the Governors 
of provinces to make thorough enquirics 
before recommending officials. 

(2) Liu-yo-shan, Goveror-General of 
Yunnan and Kweichow, reports that bear- 
ing up against his sickness, he started 
for his post on the 23rd of May last, 
from his home at Siang-hsiang, in Hoonan. 
Tn consequence of the late rebellion, the 
army supplies of Yunnan and Kweichow 
exhibit a fearful deficiency, and therefore 
the Governor-General proposes to call on 
his way upon Wang-wen-shaou, the Footai 
of Hoonan, at Chang-sha, in order to 
arrive at sume satisfactory arrangement 
in that regard. 

[lt appears that the army supplies of 
Yunnan are supplied to a certain extent 
from Hoonan. ] 

The Governor-General has sealed his 
memorial with the seal of the District 
Magistrate of Siang-hsiang. 

(3) Kwang-an, a member of the Grand 
Council, tutor to the Heir Apparent, 
memorializes on the obstacles thrown in 
the way of educated men who have taken 
degrees, in obtaining office; and petitioning 
the throne to alter the existing regulations, 
Last year the Censor Yuen Ching-yoh peti- 
tioned that the old regulations regarding 
graduates might be restored, and that a 
limit should be placed upon promotion 
for meritorious services. In reply to 
this the Board were ordered to send up 
a report. Therein the Board suggests 
that, from ‘laotais dowuward, candidates 
by subscription or recommended for 
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meritorious services, should only be thrust 
into the official ranks here and there, and 
thus the stream of promotion for graduates 
would not be dammed up, while at the 
same time there would be no stagnation 
in the flow of subscriptions. 


The above received the assent of the 
Throne. Kwang-an goes on to say that 
since the rebellion, the appointment of 
candidates by subscription has been exces- 
sive, while that of candidates by recom- 
mendation has been beyond all bounds. 

Now that peace is established, it is right 
that the country should be brought back 
to its pristine prosperity, that the waste 
places should be again cared for, and that 
all important matters of this kind should be 
taken in hand by men of ability, as the 
country will not prosper until it is go- 
verned by men of scholarship and integrity, 
aud devoted to the national interests. He 
therefore requests the Court to order the 
Board to grant moreappointments to those 
who entered in at the straight gate, 


July 11th.—(1) Li Hung-chang memo- 
rializes, requesting that the accumulated 
rent owing by the Chinese tenants on the 
Banner land in Chihli province be wholly 
remitted. By the Act of Grace published 
at the beginning of the present year, 
provision was made for the relative 
remission of the land-tax in the several 
provinces. Now the rent paid by the 
Chinese tenants on the Banner estates in 
the Chihli province is similar in character 
to the ordinary land-tax. For the last few 
years disastrous harvests have constantly 
recurred, and the Chinese tenants have 
suffered extreme distress. The Governor 
therefore prays that all the rent due for 
1871 and previous years be wholly remitted. 
—The request is granted. 

(2) Shen Pao-chén (Imp, Commissioner 
for Formosa) and others have received 
repeated applications from the General, 
Lo Ta-chun, to the effect that ever since 
the time when, a martyr to disease, he 
undertook to open up the mountains, he 
had no leisure for recovery; while from 
the date of his entry into Sin Chéng, in 
February last, he had suffered from 
palpitation of the heart, inflation of the 
chest, as well as fever and dysentery, and 
other disorders. By the month of March 
the fever increased in intensity, and, in 
addition, his ribs ached on both sides of 
his body, his liver was violently in- 
flamed, and he vomited blood. There 
being no medicine to be had amongst the 
mountains, it was impossible to get better. 
At the present time, being confused in his 
mind and powerless in body, he requests 
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’ ordinary Chinese rule. 


that some officer might be sent to tal:! 
charge of the expedition. : 
The Commissioner is of opinion that, » 
the General has been the first successfull 
to soothe the barbarians and open up tlt 
mountains in northern Formosa, it will bes. 
great mistake to hand over the command to: 
raw hand ; and yet, to force him to perfor 
hia duties in his present state of healt: 
would cause his diseases to become chroni: 
and hard to cure; and, moreover, woul 
not be quite in accordance with the wishe: 
of the Court to show due solicitude fe 
men of ability; wherefore, permission i 
requested to allow the General two month 
leave, in order to quit the mountains avi 
enjoy a little rest and medical treatment. 
(3) Liu-chang-yin, Governor of Kwanges, 
memorializes the Throne requesting that the 
district of Toot’ien, in the department ¢i 
Szegén, heretofure governed by hereditar: 
Miaotze officials, may be converted int) 
an ordinary magisterial district on thi 
Miaotze frontiers. Referring to the de 
feat and tranguillization of these parts, 
reported in a preceding memorial, the G»i 
vernor goes on to say that an hereditar 
magistracy was given during the Sun, 
dynasty to a Miaotsze chief, surname! 
Chen ([Chen-yu-ying, the Yunnan Futai, ani 
acting Viceroy of Yunnan and Kweichos,, 
is a descendant of this Miaotze family, ] wh 
had served in the army; in the Min} 
dynasty his successors were constantly it} 
trouble; and later on, the head of tli/ 
family, after a severe defeat, was pre 
moted to be a Sub-Prefect. In after years, 
the family quarrelled again about thi, 
succession ; while in 1855 there was mn: 
heir of the body to the Chen deceased, ani: 
their feuds wrought more devastatior. 
on she district than the ravages of thi. 
long-haired rebels, When the soldieni 
sent by the Governor to tranquillize them: 
arrived, the Miaotze were so pleased witt; 
their discipline and general civility, thai 
they requested to be placed under’ thi, 
Under these cir-| 
cumstances, the writer requests that Toc: 
tien-chow beconverted into a regular magir 
terial district. 1 
The matter is referred to the consider 
ation of the proper Board. , 
(4) Mingan reports his visit to the Cores, 
reporting the demise of the late and accet 
sion of the present Emperor. The Edict: 
were received with due reverence. t 
July 12th.—Li Hung-chang reports o1, 
the trial of a heinous offender, who ha 
subverted the relations of human society.! 
The Magistrate of Ching-chow reporteé. 
that Mrs. Sung-chang, the younger, hai 
in a fit of madness killed her mother 


in-law with a knife and wounded her 
father-in-law, who had afterwards re- 
covered. ‘The case being so grave, 
the Governor-General Li ordered the 
Magistrate to bring up the prisoner and 
witnesses to the provincial capital (Pao- 
ting-foo), in order that the trial might be 
conducted under the supervision of the 
Prefect. After the Prefect had framed a 
sentence, he passed on the case to the 
Commissioner of Justice, to be sent up to 
the Governor-General Li, who, being away at 
Tientsin, deputed the Commissioner of Fi- 
mance torehear the case as his deputy. It 
was then elicited that Mrs. Sung-chang the 
younger, is the wife of Sung-liu, Sung 
'Ving-tso and Mrs. Sung-chang the elder 
‘being her father and mother-in-law. She 
had never been guilty of disobedience to 
her husband’s parents, but in the year 
1871 she became subject to occasional fits 
of madness, and when the fit was on her 
she was perfectly bereft of reason. As, 
however, she had never occasioned any 
trouble, Sung Ting-tso and the neighbours 
had never applied to the authorities to 
have her chained up. At the end of 
February in the present year, old Mrs. 
Sung-chang was taken ill, and young 
Mrs. Sung-chang and her sister-in-law, 
Mrs. Sung-pei, took it in turn to sit up 
with her. On the night of the 17th of 
March, young Mrs, Sung-chang sat with her 
mother-in-law all night, and at daylight 
the following moruing she was seized 
with a fresh attack of madness, and 
became delirious. She then inflicted 
several wounds upon her mother-in-law 
with a kitchen knife; and when her 
father-in-law, awakened by the noise, 
called out, she wounded him also. 
Mrs. Sung-pei and others hearing the 
noise, rushed in and _ secured her. 
Contrary to some one’s expectation, old 
Mrs. Sung-chang died of her wounds the 
sameevening. An inquest was held by the 
Magistrate, who learnt from the evidence 
that young Mrs. Sung-chang was at the 
time really insane. After being sent to 
Pao-ting-foo she gradually recovered from 
her disease under medical treatment. As 
the result of the trial, Governor-General 
Li Hung-ohang has assured himself that 
the madness was not simulated, and that there 
was ne deception of any kind in the case. The 
Fundamental Law declares that a wife kill- 
ing her husband’s mother shall be put to 
death by a slow and painful mode of execu- 
tion ; while a supplementary mandate 
states that children and grand-children 
killing their grand-parent or parents, no 
matter whether or not their action was 
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the Fundamental Law above referred to; 
that after the trial a respectful applica- 
tion should be made for the death warrant, 
and a deputy should be sent to join 
the local authority in escorting the pri- 
soner to the spot where the crime was 
committed, for execution. If, however, 
the place should be more than 100 miles 
distant from the provincial capital, the 
capital punishment should be inflicted in 
the capital itself. 

Again, a mandate decrees that when 
persons become insane, in case their family 
and neighbours (instead of reporting the 
case and having the subject in proper keep- 
ing), conceal the matter and it results in 
homicide, they shall be punished with 100 
blows in accordance with the fundamental 
law on neglecting to give information of 
or to interfere and prevent a violent in- 
jury which is known to beintended. Young 
Mrs. Sung-chang must, in accordance with 
the law above quoted, be put to death by a 
slow and painful execution. Therefore, as 
the place in question is more than 100 
miles distant, the Governor-General has 
instructed the above-mentioned Commis- 
sioner, aud the Colonel in command of the 
central Division of the Governor-General’s 
army, to cause the said woman to be taken 
to the market place and there executed. 

The husband of the deceased, Sung Ting- 
tso, and the neighbours Sung-yun-tsai 
and Sung-yun-foo, not having reported the 
madness of Mrs. Sung-chang the younger, 
or caused her to be watched, from which 
resulted the killing of her mother-in-law, 
should be sentenced to 100 blows, 4.6. 
actually 40 blows with the bamboo, as per 
computation scale, in company with the 
Tipau, who is guilty of not reporting the 
case, Sung Ting-tso, whose years exceed 
7 decades will be allowed to redeem his 
offence by payment of a fine, as laid down 
by the Fundamental Law. 

The Tipau’s offence being committed in 
his official capacity and done unwittingly, 
he will not be removed from his office. 
The son of the deceased, Sung-liu, ought 
to be acquitted, as his father Sing Ting-tso 
was unwilling to report the case to the 
authorities and cause his daughter-in-law 
to be chained up. 

July 13th.—(1) An edict, according 
honorary rank to the Acting-Treasurer of 
Kiangsoo, Ting Pau-shih (sometime Taotal 
of Shanghai), on account of his services [in 
forwarding the rice tribute]. 

(2) An edict appointing the 16th of 
Ootober for the transportation of the 
remains of the late Emperor and Empress 
to the family tombs. The necessary pre- 
paration to be made by the several Yamuns 
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and the Governor-Goneral of Chihli pro- 


vince. 

(3) Ting-han, Viceroy of the Two-K wang 
provinces, and the Futai of Kwangtung, 
report their sentence in a case in which a 
son by mishap caused the death of his 
father. It appears that the offender, 
Chang-yau-po-sze, coming home drunk, 
demanded some clothes from his wife, 
wherewith to raise some money at a pawn 
shop. As her husband was an extrava- 
gant dissolute drunkard, Mrs. Chang-yan 
declined, when Chang became abusive, and 
eventually snatched a hairpin from her 
head and ran off. Mrs. Chang pursued him 
outside the house sobbing and wailing, 
whereupon Chang fearing that he would be 
caught, and the hairpin be taken away 
from him, took up a large stone and ina 
threatening manner threw it towards his 
wife. Unfortunately at that moment his 
father, Chang-a-shih, hearing the noise, 
came out to keep them quiet, when he was 
struck on the left side of the temple and 
knocked down. After lingering for some 
time he died, and was buried surrep- 
tiously by his son. 

The Fundamental Law states that a son 
causing the death of his father by blows 
must suffer death by a slow and 
ignominious mode of execution ; and again, 
a mandate decrees that a son causing the 
death of his father by wounds inflicted by 
misadventure, must be sentenced in accord- 
ance with the Fundamental Law above 
cited ; as, however, the act was not inten- 
tional, the case is submitted to the Throne 
for decision. 

Mrs, Chang-pang having caused this 
grave matter through quarrelling with her 
husband is liable to 80 blows, under the 
Fundamental Law respecting improper con- 
duct generally ; being a woman, however, 
she is permitted to redeem her offence by 
@ money payment, which offence having 
occurred before the Act of Grace, the 
punishment and payment are alike re- 
mitted. 

July 14th. —(1) The Board of Ceremo- 
nies request instructions as to the cere- 
monial to be observed on the Empress 
Dowager’s birthday on the 12th of August. 
The Empress decrees that she will not 
ascend the Throne in her palace, that the 
feast shall not take place, nor shall the usual 
attendance be required, while the musi- 
cians must be present but not play. 

The Emperor shall pay his respects in 
‘the Tang-sin-tien, the Princes and high 
officers, down to the 2nd class of man- 
darins, shall kotow outside the palace, 
while the lower grades must go through 
the ceremony outside the Wu gate. The 
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Princesses and other ladies will not t- 
required to present themselves. 

(2) Fung-shin and To-ke-chuen, hi: 
ofticvers in the Amur province, submit- 
list of officials banished, whose pard.. 
they request on the ground either of t:- 
late Act of Grace, or of their having a: 
tinguished themselves in the capture . 
bandits, or in bringing waste lands und. 
culitivation. ; 

The first case is that of a Brigadier w: 
was sentenced to banishment for life ~ 
January 1873, for embezzling army au: 
plies. The other cases have no genen 
interest. : 

(3) The Commissioner of Finance {: 
the Province of Honan, reports the dea: 
of the Footai, Tsien-ting-ming, from ulce:, 
caused by arduous services. : 

July 15th.—(1) Edict. The Lang-chu:: 
of the Board of Ceremonies, Tii-chang, pr- 
sented at Court yesterday, being a m« 
wanting in capacity, it is ordered that): 
shall be deprived of his brevet promoti.. 
recently awarded at the triennial scrutin: 
and of his inspectorship at the Board |; 
Work’s Mint, and that he return tol: 
original duties at the Board of Ceremoni«:. 
_ (1) Edict. Shén-pao-chén, lately appoint:. 
Governor-General of the Two  Kia:. 
provinces, and Commissioner of Forei:: 
Trade, has memorialized requesting tli: 
his appointment might be cancelled, - 
through failing health he fears that |- 
will be unable to discharge his duti: 
As he has hitherto administered affairs :. 
the satisfaction of the Throne, he canv 
be allowed to resign his post, but must: 
once present himself at Court. 

(3) Li Hung-chang memorializes that ti: 
Board have objected to his nomination 
one Wang, as sub-Prefect for the Nan. 
districts, but that notwithstanding, : 
considers Wang the right man for the pr: 
The Emperor refers the matter to t: 
Board for their re-consideration, : 

(4) Li Hung-chang memorializes that s 
though the Board have objected to |. 
nominee for the post of Acting Magiatra 
of Tientsin, yet for various reasons |. 
adheres to his original appointment.- 
This case is also referred to the Bux. 
for their re-consideration. : 

July 16th.—The Governor of Hoo}-' 
province memorializes to the effect that «, 
cording to rule the Governor-General a: 
Governor ought to take in turn the sui. 
mer supervision of the Grand River wi. 
at King-chow, which extends for abv 
50 miles along the bank of the Yangt:: 
protecting the whole prefecture and d- 
tricts still lower down from the sumu: 
and autumn freshets. The present yc: 


it is the turn of the Governor to proceed 
thither, but he is unable to do so because 
he is obliged to remain at Wu-chang 
to act in conjunction with the Commis- 
sioners and Intendants to collect army sup- 
plies, as the western frontiers are still dis- 
turbed and the troops raised everywhere 
for purpose of defence have not been 
wholly disbanded. Moreover, in the pro- 
vince itself there are ever disbanded braves 
and afliliated bandits to be arrested ; and 
under these circumstances he has been 
obliged to depute the Taotai and Prefect 
of King-chow-foo to watch the river wall 
for him, and have the necessary tools and 
materials ready to repair any breach which 
anay occur. 


Jue 17th.—Ting Pao-chun, Governor 
of Shantung, presents several memorials 
‘as follows :— 


_ (1) Desiring that a memorial arch be 
erected in honor of a lady (Wu-chang) of 
the district town of Chan-cheng. The lady 
-was married at the age of sixteen, during 
the fourth year of Hien-fung, to Ou Ping- 
chiin, eldest son of a Cheshien, Ere one 
-year had elapsed, the husband died, and 
on his death bed the young wife commu- 
nicated to him her intention of immola- 
‘ting herself to his memory. ‘The dying 
man dissuaded her, representing that such 
a course would cause grief to her parents, 
and that devoting her life to attending 
to their wants would be more virtuous, 
inasmuch as filial piety ranked before 
devotion toa husband. The disconsolate 
wife weepingly assented, and after her 
‘husband’s death devoted herself for years 
with forced cheerfulness to her bereaved 
parents (in-law). In the second year of 
Tung-chi, the father-in-law died, and the 
lady with intense grief helped her 
mother-in-law to perform the funeral 
rites. Eleven years subsequently, the 
latter also followed her husband to 
the grave, and here the crowning act 
of virtue and self-sacrifice was displayed. 
Before the death, Wu-chang fervently 
prayed that her mother-in-law’s life might 
be redeemed by her own; but with no 
avail, She then almost fainted with 
grief, and soliloquized to herself, saying, 
“Tt is only because my parents-in-law have 
continued to live, that Ihave sought to 
prolong my blighted life in this world of 
grief. They are now both gathered away 
by the course of time ; my mission is over, 
and I will follow my husband to hades 
below.” She then offered an oblation 
before the remains of her mother-in-law, 
and refusing again to take food, expired 
seven days afterwards, ; 
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(2) His Holiness Duke Kung, descendant 


of Confucius (FL Kung is the character 
for the first syllable of Confucius (Kung. fu- 
tze), being the surname) had memorialised 
through the Governor, and received the 
Imperial assent, to pay his respects before 
the remains of the late Emperor. The 
present Governor also memorialises on his 
behalf, stating that in consequence of the 
death of the Duke’s mother and the 
exigencies of mourning regulations, he 
will be unable to repair to the Capital. 

(3) The Governor reports that he is 
about to start on a tour to complete the 
inspection of the military of the province, 
and that the duties of office at the Pro- 
vincial capital will be temporarily dele- 
gated to the Fantai. 

(4) Reports that one of the gentry of 
the Poutai District has contributed funds 
to the repair of a public free school, and 
also endowed it with funds placed out at 
interest with the pawnshops—altogether 
one thousand nine hundred mils of cash. 
It is desired that honorary distinction be 
conferred on the public-spirited donor. 


July 18th & 19th._—These two Gazettes 
are taken up with a long memorial from 
Tsung-shih, regarding a special judicial 
investigation held into affairs in the Pro- 
vince of Chih-lin in Manchuria ; Imperial 
orders in respect to the same having been 
given at the time that the investigation at 
Moukden was instituted. Subsequently, 
two further written communications were 
addressed to the minister, i.e., one to the 
effect that the Commander of the Left, 


Yung-lien, of Kou-tah Bs had trea- 


cherously surrendered that town to the 
rebels; another, that a garrison com- 
mander, Mau, after poisoning himself, had 
left a memorial revealing certain misde- 
meanours, &c, The minister in his report 
addresses himself principally to the cir- 
cumstances connected with these two oases. 
It appears that Kou-tah was attacked in 
the 6th moon of last year by a rebel chiof, 
Wuh-erh. The commander of the Province, 
Shwang-shen, went with a force to recon- 
noitre, leaving Yung-lien to follow and 
support him in the rear. Owing to their 
numbers being insufficient, Shwang-sheu 
was defeated and retired across the river 
to collect together fresh forces, but nothing 
was for some time heard of Yung-lien. 
Subsequently, while getting together the 
troops, Yung-lien suddenly hailed from 
the opposite side of the river to senda 
boat across. Hoe then gave information to 
the effect that after the defeat he went to 
his home and was caught and bound by 


the rebels. Owing to the entreatios of 
the resident merchants his life was spared, 
and he was sent across the river to desire 
that no retributive measures should be 
taken, &., &c. In view of these circum- 
stances, combined with the fact that Yung- 
lien’s house was not burnt by the rebels, 
the rumour got abroad that he was in col- 
lusion with them, but the Minister, after 
careful enquiry, finds the rumour unsup- 
ported by testimony ; the fact being that 
he went home to send his mother beyond 
reach of danger, and that the advice not to 
advance against the rebels was prompted 
by the consideration that the Imperial 
troops were insufficient in number. Ao- 
cording to the law prescribing the penalty 
of awaiting decapitation in prison to those 
who are among the first to retreat from the 
battle field, Yung-lien has already ren- 
dered himself subject to this sentence, but 
to this offence is added the graver circum- 
atance of meanly craving for life after 
capture and of also taking directions 
from the rebels. It seems proper that 
sentence of immediate decapitation should 
be passed upon him, and the Imperial deci- 
sion is prayed for, Shwang-shen, who haa 
already been dismissed for sustaining a 
defeat, is considered to have been guilty 
in keeping Yung-lion in his post without 
reporting him, and it is desired that the 
ex-commander be referred to the Criminal 
Board for further punishment. The memo- 
rial gives various depositions taken in 
respect to the other misdemeanours 
referred to; and several officers are con- 
victed of malpractices and sentenced in dif- 
ferent degrees of punishment. The Minis- 
ter concludes by saying that his mission 
in regard to special investigations has been 
brought to aclose; but that the affairs of 
Moukden still require some attention in 
order to restore matters to perfect order ; 
and he desires that his staff of officials may 
be retained for some time longer. 

The Gazette of the 19th contains, in ad- 
dition, the following :— 

(1) An edict to the effect that the 
remains of the late Emperor, Muh-tsung-ee 
Wang, and the Empress, Hiau-tsz-ee 
Hwang-heu (both posthumous titles), will, 
on the 18th of the 9th moon, be removed 
from the Kwan Teh Tien (Behold Virtue 
Hall) and Yung-sz Tien (Everlasting Re- 
membrance Hall) respectively, to their 
last resting place. The Emperor will 
himself follow the coffins on foot to beyond 
the Ti-an gate. 

(2) Li Hung-chang reports that in the 
caso of a robbery committed in the Kwang- 
tesung district, in the 3rd moon, the 
offenders have not been brought to justice 
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within the prescribed term of one month! 
and requests that the magistrates ani; 
others be referred to the Board of Punish. 
ments, 

July 20th.—{!) Ch’en-yi, Censor of the 
Hu Kwang division, on his knees, memo 
rializes the Throne, respectfully settin; 
forth his views with the hope of minister. 
ing to the difficulties of the times. 

Your servant would with humility repre 
sent that, enrolled in the list of coun 
sellors to the nation, he has not yet ful 
filled his duty to the land to the extent oi 
adding one drop of water or a grain 
of sand. On the 27th of last moon 
(5th), he was honored by a summon 
from their Imperial Majesties (tha 
Dowager Empresges.) The injunction 
then given were comprehensive aud 
minute,,the words were replete with feel: 
ings of solicitude and strenuous anxiety. 
While receiving, on his knees, the con. 
mand of their Majesties, your servant wa 
moved to an extent that words are im 
possible to depict; that he should no 
exhaust to the utmost his thought in th 
desire to requite the Imperial solicitude, 
would prove him to be wholly wanting iu 
human feeling. But your servant, im 
pressed with the numerous reforms require 
to meet the many difficulties of the times, 
can but seize the most important points, 
and limit himself to a few suggestions i: 
order to respond to their Majesties’ presen: 
concern for the promotion of the inter. 
ests of the state and the welfare of thi 

eople. 

The (loyalty of the) people are (is) the 
stamina of the country. If the stamina oi 
the body remains unimpaired, althougt 
weak, the prospect of longevity is uu- 
influenced. If witha nation the loyalty 
of the people is iutact, although poor their 
allegiance will not be shaken. fe is onls 
necessary to cause the hearts of the people 
to be firmly united in one bond—knowin: 
that their allegiance and interests ar: 
identical, and although a powerful enem: 
or rebel may enter into their midst th: 
prise would be but the (forsaken ?) land ci 
the people and nought else. The lat: 
Tseng woh-fan made a memorabi: 
remark, that for robbers or enemies ti 
invade a deserted territory is- like unt: 
fish entering a waterless region, an 
the saying is applicable to the truth 
of the present theory. But, if it is con- 
sidered that the people are ignorant, we 
can impose upon them; they are power- 
less, we can keep them down; and despoti:: 
and selfish ideas alone guide theadministra-; 
tion of Government, it will be like a maz 
who attends to a disease maliciously 











rescribing a rnicious medicine. 
Athough outward improvement may for a 
moe be manifest, the stamina of the sub- 
»ct is ruined, and the disease breaks out 
ith increased virulence. The record of 
istory bears testimony to this law ; the 
»otprints of time exist as a warning. 

Your servant humbly entreats their 
Tajesties to cling firmly to their present 
>elings of love for the people. Notwith- 
tanding that the pecoent Position of 
ffairs is surrounded by ten thousand 
mbarrassments, yet this feeling of love 
,ill act as a panacea as true as the immu- 
ability of gold or rock. 

This is the fundamental starting point 
nd the root of all remedial measures. As 
o the main questions in regard to their 
pplication to the people, the two leading 
ubjects to be attended to are the dispen- 
ation of punishments and the collection of 
\uties and taxes. If punishment is dealt 
ut with justice, the people will not 
aurmur, If the taxes are equitable, the 
yeople will be contented. The morals and 
one of the nation are bound up with 
hese two measures; for, in this world 
never could it be admitted on the one 
»and, that criminal cases were abounding 
.nd collections extortionate and without 
vile ;and on the other be affirmed that we, 
dhe governing powers, are civilising and 
»ducating the masses. Also, never has it 
»ccurred that the fundamental laws of 
state and society have been set at nought 
and the benefit of light taxes and 
moderate punishments been held out to the 
people, Neither can the true path to a 
reformed executive be attained to by falla- 
sious argument. Your servant is desirous 
xf laying down his views exhaustively 
on paper, and while afraid that he will 
be incompetent to make himself plain, 
is also fearful of encroaching too much on 
the time of their Majesties ; but he ven- 
Lures to divide his arguments into three 
heads in separate memorials, presented 
herewith, and to which he prays the ‘‘ holy 
and benign” attention of their Majesties. 
Should but a few hints be graciously 
accepted from the present inexperienced 
but loyally intended representations, your 
humble memorialist will be overcome with 
the most extreme feeling of trepidation. 

Supplementary memorial No. 1 by the 
Censor Ch’en-yi praying that malpractices 
in judicial proceedings be stopped. 

‘Lhe principle of our Government is to 
be merciful in its dispensation of justice. 
Where there is doubt the punishment 
should be light ; where there is but one 
extenuating circumstance, the prisoner 
gshould be given the opportunity of reform. 
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regard to the interests of the people. 


Humanity and righteousness cannot be 
carried farther than this. But the rule, 
although good, requires effective precau- 
tionary measures to prevent evil from 
creepingin. Thus, and thus only, can real 
benefit accrue therefrom to the people. 
Your servant is prompted by observations 
made, to lay before the throne the follow- 
ing suggestions :— 

(1) In the matter of appeals at the 
capital no condonement (of the action of 
the lower courts) should be allowed. In 
all such cases the magistrates are invari- 
ably implicated in the charge, and the 
circumstances, as narrated, in general 
shew gross delinquencies on the part of 
the Yamun underlings. But your servant 
has noticed that in the adjudgment of all 
recent appeal cases, the decisions are, 
with few exceptions, to the effect that 
the charge against the Yamun subordinates 
is unfounded, and that the appellant, 
harbouring suspicion, is guilty of making 
an unfounded charge. By the charge 
being thus declared unfounded, the magis- 
trate is exonerated. By admitting the 
appellant to have ground for suspicion, he 
is exculpated from the heavy guilt of a 
false and malicious accusation. With 
such termination to all appeals, can it for 
one moment be concealed that the practice 
of patching up and condonement exists ? 
It is therefore the duty of your servant to 
desire that commands be given to all high 
officials, that they must cast off from their 
minds consideration for their subordinate 
colleagues, and shew henceforth mer 
the case be really one of malignant charge, 
itis right that the acouser be severely 
punished; but if one of oppression and 
injustice, the original sentence should be 
reversed, in order that corruption in the 
executive be suppressed. 

(2) Consideration should be shown to 
witnesses. In the case of prisoners, food 
is allowed them by law, but in the case of 
the former no such rule exists; and, if 
without means they are entirely at the 
mercy of the Yamun officers. Confined in 
the Yamun, their condition is frequently 
worse than that of the inmates of the 
prison. In summer they suffer from heat 
and filth; in winter they are the victims 
of cold and starvation. Cases are allowed 
to hang on iuterminably, and while the 
prisoner is allowed the means of subsistence, 
the witnesses frequently die of want 
and neglect, without there even being a 
record of the circumstances. Your ser- 
vant therefore suggests that an allowance 
—out of the public funds—should be 
made to witnesses while kept in charge, 


and that a separate official should be com- 
miasioned to hold special surveillance 
over the treatment of the witnesses, re- 
turning a monthly report to the autho- 
rities, with particulars of the number 
remaining in charge, and of the deaths 
that may have occurred. 

(3) Illegal punishments should be pro- 
hibited. In the 16th year of Chia-ching, 
a mandate was issued, vigorously pro- 
hibiting the use of illegal torture, such 
as the Ying-po-chia and Yien-ping-chia. 
(Note.—With the Ying-po- chia the legs 
and hands are slung up behind, the 
head force bly pressed down by a board, 
and the victim cansed to rest, with 
the additional force of the above pres- 
sure, on hia knees, With the Yien- 
ping-chia, the arms are outstretched and 
fastened to a horizontal beam, the head 
pulled backwards by the tail, the feet a'so 
slung up behind and the victim caused to 
rest on the knee-cap on iron chains, 
While in this position the sitting judge 
calmly awaits a ‘‘ clean breast” statement 
of facts, to accord with information pre- 
viously derived through his underlings. 
The agony of the position becomes s0 
intensified by time, that if prolonged the 
victim invariably faints from sheer pain.) 
In the present year, from an investigation 
into an appeal case from Chihli, it ap- 
peared that during examination the cudyel 
had been used to beat the ancle bone of the 
prisoners. (Note.—It will be remembered 
that Li Hung-chang, in his decision, stated 
that the magistrate had thereby rendered 
himself open to the penalty of dismissal, 
but ashe had already been degraded for 
other reasons, the question need not be 
entered into.) From this, there is actual 
evidence that the practice of torture is 
still rife; aud your servant has himself 
heard that in trying cases in the Northern 
provinces, the practice of holding the 
prisoner straight up by the two ears 
exists. After a time, if the prisoner 
faints, his stomach is rubbed to bring 
back consciousness, and, as sometimes 
happens when let go, he falls down with 
a thud and expires. This is an extreme 
case of barbarous and illegal punishment. 
Again, in the Central and Southern Pro- 
vinces there is the ‘‘ Tiger stand” torture, 
It originated with Wang Kun-heu, Magis- 
trate of Ch’ang-shuh, in Kiangsu. This 
official when dealing out punishment, 
further adopted 1,000 blows of the bamboo 
as the general standard, and was in con- 
sequence nick-named ‘Wang the Thou- 
sander.” (Note.—This official is at the 
present moment holding office.) Such 
barbarous punishments are entirely in 
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controversion of the established law ; iu: 
times of disturbance they might perhaps 
have to be adopted as a last expedient t.. 
overawe the prisoner, but what excuse: 
can be made for them in the presen:: 
times? If there is any explanation at all, ' 
it is to be feared that the practice 1: 
adopted in most cases a8 an engine t:: 
assist extortion only. The measures to b:. 
taken to stop this evil, your servant leave: 
to the decision of their Majesties. ' 

(4) Care should be taken in the selection ; 
of junior officials enrolled in the Fah-she:.' 
office. (Note.—These officials are drafted «: 
to assist the mayistrates in the Provincia. 
towns, to judge cases when they have m: 
time themselves.) The Censor here goe 
on to say that the position of judge over. 
the people is an onerous one, and thu: 
men still inexperienced in the law or m:; 
past the giddiness of youth, should not be; 
charged with such a trust. ' 

Supplementary memorial No. 2, by the: 
Censor Ch’en-yi. This paper is merelj; 
advocating the desirability of bringin:| 
to light the virtues of individuals it 
humble position, as necessary to stimulat:| 
the masses to follow. The Censor point:| 
out several names that have come und: 
his personal knowledge in Kiangsu, au-} 
desires that his account of them shou:.! 
be first verified and action taken after 
wards, 

July 21ist.—(1) Supplementary meme. 
rial No. 3, by the Censor Ch’en-yi, Dutia 
should be positively lightened, in order t:! 
promote the welfare of the people, Thi 
anxiety of a Government should not b:: 
that the revenue is insufficient, but the: 
the resources of the people be not taxed t.} 
the utmost. For, if the extreme tensiot! 
of their, contributing power be the gauy: 
for fixing tariff rates in ordinary times, 
where is a surplus to come from in period 
of necessity or, for instance, of war o 
famine? The institution of Likin rates au. 
other collections, it will be rememberel. 
has been for the most part a measure ¢' 
expediency called for by unusual viciss- 
tudes ; but that at the present moment, 
when enjoying the blessings of tranquility. 
these measures of emergency should w: 
be rescinded, is to the mind of youc mem:- 
rialist a source of deep concern. = Ti} 
censor here enumerates the question} 
which claim the attention of Government. 
and divides his remarks under sever. 
headings, #.¢.:— 

(L) In the Spring of this year an Act 0, 
Grace was promulgated, remitting th:: 
arrears of taxes due by the people. Bu:: 
several months are stated to have elapse: 
and the Board does not seem to hai! 








levised effective measures for earrying 
he Act into force. From the system of 
sorruption which has become a fixed habit 
hrough all orders of officials, it is to be 
‘eared that the benefits will never reach 
she people, and that the officials alone will 
pe the gainers, and avail of it to liquidate 
their own liabilities. It is likely to be as 
the common saying goes, a remission of the 
debts of the mandarins and not of the 
people. This is a matter for the imme- 
diate legislation of the high authorities. 
(2) Likin stations should be centralised. 
The memorialist instances the route from 
Yang-chow to Wei-an (he is a native of 
the former town) a distance of 300 lis, 
along which—the high road from North to 
South—there are no less than eight 
stations. This is but one instance, 
and an idea of other routes through- 
out Kiang-su, and all the Provinces may 
be formed therefrom. Adding to the regu- 
lation tariffs the extortions of grasping 
petty officials and the delay to the boats, 
and it is to be asked how can the people 
bear up against such oppression? ‘To 
make matters worse, at one station there 
are again frequently two distinct imposts 
to be collected ; as is the case in Kiang- 
peh (North of the river) where the Com- 
missioner of Tribute rice transport and 
river conservation works levies an addi- 
‘tional rice transport tax. The abolition of 
Likin rates may be rendered difficult by 
the requirements from other provinces to 
‘assist the expenses of Government in 
Yiinnan, Kwei-chow and Kan-suh ; but 
the Censor is unaware that the Tribute 
rice transport Commissioner has to pro- 
vide for any special expenses; for 
the Tang-ting-kwei (of Siichow) army 
has long since been removed to Folkien, 
‘and the commissioner cannot require to 
keep any important force about him. 
This latter impost should therefore, at 
least, be abolished. 
_ (3) Duty on grain should be remitted. 
The Governor of Kiangsu has already 
‘taken action in this direction; but there 
‘are places more important than that Pro- 
vince, and the measure is one likely to 
“encourage the re-cultivation of waste land. 
’ (4) No further additions should he 
“permitted by the Provincial officials, A 
law to this effect was passed in the reign 
‘of Kang-hi, and has never yet been re- 
‘acinded. In the time of Chia-ching, when 
‘the public exchequer was much reduced, 
,& proposition was made to break through 
‘this law, but was strenuously opposed and 
rejected. In the reign of Tao-kwang, an 
encroachment was attempted to be made 
iby the Governor-General of Kiangsu, and 
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Ts. 20 desired to be added to every Tls. 80, 
but the attempt was also overruled. But 
the Censor has heard by report that within 
the jurisdiction of Kiangsu 30% is added 
to the regulation rice tribute tax, and that 
there has been a struggle between the 
gentry and the officials on the question. 
The Censor is of vpinion that the old 
rules should be restored and adhered to. 

Censor Ch’en-yi’s supplementary memo- 
rial No. 4.—The education of the people 
should be attended to, and a proper direc- 
tion be given to their desire for advance- 
ment At present, scholars have but one 
idea, i.e, that of obtaining place ; and 
officials seek for promotion by meaus 
other than those which should entitle 
them te real honor. The printing of 
certain books is advocated to assist in the 
accomplishment of this end. 

The Gazette contains also an edict 
degrading a General stationed at the 
Aimoor river, for malversation and remias- 
ness in duty. 


July 22nd—(1) An edict dismissing and 
degrading several military officials at Chi- 
lin, in Manchuria, in accordance with the 
decision of the Board. 

(2) The remainder of the Gazette is 
taken up by reports from Ting Pau-ch’un, 
Governor of Shantung, as to proposed 
official movements within his jurisdiction. 

July 23rd—(1) Two edicts commanding 
Lung-ching to assume the acting post of 
General of the White Banner Chinese 
army, and appointing Si-meng-xoh-shih- 
koh to be commander of Chi-lin. 

(2) Ching Lin, Imperial Commissioner 
in Chinese Turkestan, reports on the mis- 
conduct of a Pa-li-k’un  commissariat 
deputy officer and acting Lieutenant 
Colonel, Ee Chih-pau, in regard to the dis- 
tribution of army grain stores, It appears 
that over and above the supplies portioned 
off and required for various battalions, a 
surplus of 800 shehs still remained at the 
commissariat station of the rear at Pa-li- 
k’un. This surplus was ordered by the 
memorialist to be sent immediately to 


Kou.-ch’eng 4 oR by Ee Chih-pau, to 
supply the requirements of the corps 
under the command of: Ching-shun, which 
had been ordered to proceed thither But 
Ee Chih-pau took upon himself, as re- 
ported, to arrange with the traders of the 
place to deliver 6a 700 shih of rice by 
the first moon (of this year)—stipulating 
for its subsequent return—on the pretence 
that the road was impassable owing to 
snow, and that carts could not be procured ; 
also that the rice was required by the 
troops at Pa-li-k’un. The Commissioner, 


judging that from the difference of prices 
at the two places, Ee Chih-pau was 
actuated by private designs of gain, caused 
a strict enquiry into the circumstances. 
The result proved the offender’s first state- 
ment to be totally unfounded, and it is 
prayed that Ee Chih-pau be first degraded 
and that the case be strictly judged. A 
rescript assents to the request. 

(8) A memorial from Wenshen, a Censor, 
praying for Imperial authority to erect a 
temple in memory of the officers and 
soldiers who fell in the campaign in Kwei- 
chow against the Miaotsz rebels: the 
expense to be borne by the army. A 
rescript grants the request. 

(4) Another memorial from Wenshan, 
praying that a military officer, owing to 
wounds received, be exempted from per- 
forming the exercise of shooting the 
arrow while riding. Rescript : granted. 

July 24th.—(1) Decrees gazetting the 
following appointments :— 

1.—Chu Jui-Ch’ing to be Chief Ex- 
aminer for the Kiangnan Triennial 
Examinations, and Wang-Ping Deputy 
Examiner. 

2.—Ku-K’uei to be Chief Examiner for 
the Shénsi Triennial Examinations, and 
Ch’én Chi-tai Deputy Examiner. 

3.—Wu Pao-Shu to be Director of In- 
atruction for the Province of Kwang-tung, 

4,—Yi-Mo to be Deputy Commander in 
Chief of the Mongol White-bordered 
Banner Corps. 

(2) A Decree. The Grand Council and 
the Board of Rites have jointly memo- 
rialised requesting that the ceremony be 
performed of erecting the Tablets of their 
late Majesties the Emperor and Empress, 
in the Imperial Ancestral Temple. As 
some time must still elapse before the 
advent of the-18th of the 9th moon, the 
date fixed for the removal of the remains 
of their late Majesties to their eternal 
resting place in the Imperial Mausoleum, 
if the erection of the Tablets were (as is 
customary) delayed until after this cere- 
mony, the shades of the departed sover- 
eigns would find no rest, nor would due 
reverence be shown them. We could not 
rest satisfied under such conditions; and 
now, therefore, order that a propitious day 
be at once selected for the manufacture of 
the Tablets of their late Majesties in the 
storehouse of the Feng-hsien-tien (or Hall 
for the Worship of Imperial Ancestors), 
and that after their completion they be 
temporarily placed in the Hall. After the 
conclusion of the ceremoniesattendant upon 
the depositing of the remains of their late 
Majesties in their eternal resting place, 
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the Tablets can be erected in the T’ aia 
(or Imperial Ancestral Temple.) 

(3) Ts’en Yii-ying, Governor of Yiinnu! 
and Acting Governor-General of Yiinni 
and Kwei-chow, requests sanction for cz 
tain promotious and transfers of ofa | 

(4) Postscript memorial by the saz 
officers, reporting the supplementary exar! 
ination and classification of certain cis! 
officials, who from sickness, absence i 
special service, or other causes, have 1: 
yet been examined. 

July 25th.—(1) A Decree. Ting Pi! 
chéng, Governor of Shantung, denouncs: 
District Magistrate for extortion in ti! 
levying of the grain tax, and demandit 
money instead of grain payments. Wix 
jung, Magistrate of Chao Yuan, when} 
was Acting Magistrate of Po P’ing |x 
year, issued the receipts for the collecti:: 
of the grain tax of the 13th year of T'v: 
Chih before they were due, and was ay 
guilty of extortion in the collection 
this tax. Let him be at once deprived 4 
office and tried by Ting Pao-chén, 53 
will deal with him as the law requires. 

(2) Ts’én Yii-ying, Governor of Yiuny 
requests sanction for certain appointme:: 
to Sub-Prefectures and Magistracies. 

(8) A postscript memorial by Wx 
Kai-thi, Governor of Fuhbkien, who | 
about to proceed on an official visit : 
Taiwan. As it is necessary that he is 
with him his seal of office, he will prepx 
én route all memorials on pressing a 
that should emanate from the Governot} 
Yamén. Ordinary memorials, and cc: 
munications with the Boards, &c., in t:: 
Capital will be attended to by ti 
Governor-General, while the Fan: 
will transact the daily routine of officii 
business. Fiscal reports, aud other matter: 
he begs to be allowed to hold over wi: 
his return. 

(4) Ting Pao-chén, Governor of Shi: 
tung, reports the steps he has alan: 
guard against inundations of the Yell. 
Kiver in certain quarters. Having : 
funds at his disposal wherewith to provi‘: 
tents, &c., for the accommodation of ¢:! 
officers engaged in this undertaking, | 
proposes to draw Tis. 7,000 for ti: 
purpose from the Shantung Superinte: 
dency of Customs, 

July 26th (L)—A Decree. Let the fr 
born son of the Beiléh Tsai I RR YE, 
be named P’u Siian FH (22. 

(2) Shén Ping-ch’eng, Provincial Judi 
of Sst Chuan, (late Taotai at Shanghai) ; 


allowed to resign his office on account | 


sickness, on the report of the Governor : 
Kiangsu, | 


. (3) In reply to an earnest representation 
mthe part of She-toh, the Prince of Li, 
aud others, that His Majesty will 
orego his intention of personally follow- 
ng the remains of their late Mujesties 


o the Imperial Mausoleum, for fear 
he fatigue of the journey should 
»rove too much for his strength, His 


Majesty declares that nothing short of 
accummpanying the cortége in person will 
m any way assuage his grief or testify his 
levotion, The matter having been re- 
erred to the Eimpresses Dowager, their 
Majesties have siguified their capability of 
aking proper care of the Kmperor en 
‘oute, His Majesty, therefore, adheres to 
ais former intention of waiting upon their 
Majesties, the Empresses Dowager, when 
sccompanying the procession, and directs 
shat the orders issued in a former decree 
thall be reverently attended to. 

1 (4) The Governor-General of Fukien 
snd Chekiang, and the Governor of Fukien 
nemorialize requsting sanction for’ the 
sppointment of Wénchi to the post of 
iutendant of the Yen-Chien-Shao circuit, 

" (5) Kwoh Sung-tao, Provincial Judge of 
Fuhkien, reports his arrival at his post. 

. (6) Wang Kai-tai, Governor of Fuh- 
sien, reports that as he will be absent on 
1is trip to ‘Taiwan at the time of the En 
K’o, or extra Triennial Examination 
granted by his Majesty, when it is the 
duty of the Governor to enter the Examin- 
ation Hall, he bas arranged with the Go- 
vernor-General to officiate in his stead. 

_ (7) Yiihsin renders an account of the 
‘aums expended by him in the manu- 
facture of silks at Soochow for the 
Imperial use. He has expended altogether 
Taels 25,710, and has drawn from the 
Treasurer Taels 25,343, leaving a debit 
balance of Taels 367. This amount he 
proposes to recover from the office for the 
manufacture of Imperial silks. 

July 27th.—(1) A Decree, directing Li 
Hung-chang to give orders to certain 
Prefects and Magistrates in his province, 
at once to purchase and send to ./éhol the 
‘quota of grain due by them for 1874, for 
the use of the troops there, which the 
authorities at Jéhol complain has not been 
sent. 

* (2) A Decree. Let Tu Jui-lin succeed 
to the vacant post of Provincial Judge of 
Ssechuan. : 

(3) The Censor Kueiling and his col- 
leagues memorialize, presenting a copy of a 
petition from a captain in the Manchu 
Banner Force, praying that posthumous 
-honors may be granted to his father, who 
-waa killed in action near Ili, some nine 
‘years ago. Having only lately been able 


Google 


93 


to verify the circumstances of his father’s 
death, he has not been in a position to 
make application before. 

(4) The Censor Hwang Hwai shén repre- 
sents that the Weising Lotteries (or 
lotteries on the names of the successful 
candidates at the examinations) have been 
resumed in Kwang-tung, and begs that 
the Governor-General and Governor may 
be instructed to suppress them with a firm 
hand. An Edict was issued last year 
directing their suppression, on the repre- 
sentation of the Censor Féng Chéng-pei, 
who so ably demoustrated the evils of this 
practice that further comment is unneces- 
sary. Proclamations should also be issued 
prohibiting this lottery at Macao. 

(5) Yii-hsiu, officer in charge of the 
manufacture of Imperial silks at Soochow, 
reports that the first instalment of an 
order for this year has been forwarded to 
the capital. 

July 28th.—Decrees—None. 

(J) and (2) Li Han-chang, Governor- 
General of the Hu-kwang provinces, 
recommends officers to vacant Colonelcies 
at important stations on the Miaotzii 
frontier. 

(3) Li Han-chang and the Governor of 
Hupeh request that certain regulations 
for the piloting and tracking of boats 
through the rapids above Ichang, may be 
placed on record. At Kweichow, Pa- 
Tung, and other places adjoining the 
Great River, there is a succession of rapids 
which are full of rocks that appear when 
the water is low. ‘Ihe waves in these are 
very high, and trading vessels that pass 
them are obliged to hire men of the place 
who know the water, to take them up and 
down, as well as porters to carry their 
heavy cargo overland. 

A host of abuses in time crept into this 
service, such as extortionate charges on 
the part of the trackers, official squeezes, 
black mail levied by the local gentry, 
&c., &c.; to put a stop to which regula- 
tions were drawn up by the Governor- 
General and Governor of the Province in 
the 9th year of Hsien-Féng. These regu- 
lations have been found to work well, 
but it having been represented that in 
course of time the trackers and others 
might fall into their old courses, a revised 
edition of these regulations has been 
drawn up, which it is requested the 
proper Board may be directed to put on 
record. 

July 29th. --Memorials,--(1) Chow Ta-wu, 
Major General of Kweichow, begs that 
he may be allowed to vacate his post, as 
his sick leave has expired and he is still 
unwell,—The edict has been recorded. 


(2) Postscript memorial by thesame officer, 
stating further that he has not yet gone 
into mourning for his mother, who died 
fourteen years ago. He was not permitted 
to do so at the time of her death, as his 
services wererequired, and he now proposes 
to go into mourning, should he be permitted 
to vacate his post and return to his native 
place. 

(3) Olohopu and Tuk’arh (Commandant 
and Imperial Commissioner at Wulia- 
sut’ai) represent that a Mongol Com- 
missioner RE by name Topuchin- 
chamachiu, requests that he may be 
allowed to vacate his post on account of 
sickness.—The edict has been recorded. 

(4) Memorial by the above, stating that 
they have no funds to repair the City 
Wall, and requesting permission to patch 
it up temporarily with mud and straw. 

Wuliasut’ai was formerly surrounded by 
a wooden stockade, which was burnt by 
the rebels when they took the place in 
1870. After its recovery, the Acting 
Commandant requested permission to build 
a stone wall, but his successor suggested 
the substitution of earthworks of mud 
and straw. These were erected, but 
they have fallen down in several places. 
The Mongols originally subscribed funds 
for the erection of the wall, but there 
are at present no funds in hand, and 
as military opérations are just about to 
be commenced against the rebels at 
Wulumuchi, who when hard pressed 
will make for Mongolia, it is important 
that the Town of Wuliasut’ai be put ina 
state of defence. The meinorialists there- 
fore propose to patch the wall for the 
present, making some more permanent 
arrangements at a later date. 

(5) The Chin T’ien-chien, or Board of 
Astronomy, report that they have selected 
8 a.m. on the 16th October as an auspicious 
moment to commence the removal of the 
remains of their. late Majesties to the 
Imperial Mausoleum. 


July 30th.—Memorials.—(1) The Go- 
vernor of Kwang-si requests that two 
District Magistrates may be deprived of 
office, their buttons taken away, and a 
certain time allowed them to effect the 
arrest uf certain burglars in their respective 
jurisdictions, who have been guilty of 
robbery with violence. 

(2) The Governor of Kwang-si reports 
the trial of a sub-Prefect, who took upon 
himeelf to inflict capital punishment upon 
a military ofticer who had been guilty of 
crimes worthy of death. 

Liu-shén, newly appointed sub-Prefect of 
Kweishun, while on his way to his post, 
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arrested two brothers living at Kuo-lo, s 
village in his jurisdiction, one of who 
held a small military office. They wer: 
notoriously bad characters, who had bee: 
guilty of many crimes of violénce an: 
bloodshed, and the elder brother while o: 
his trial used such violent and threateniv: 
language, that the sub-Prefect had bot: 
him and his brother taken out, and the 
decapitated. 

The punishment for illegally executis: 
persons guilty of capital crimes, is a huv- 
dred blows of the bamboo, a punishmeu: 
which the sub-Prefect has rendered hiu. 
self liable to ; but in view of two Imperia 
amnesties having been granted since the 
offence, the memorialists suggest that thi: 
penalty incurred by the sub-Prefect b: 
cancelled, and that he be permitted t: 
await hia turn for future employment. 

July 31st.—Ch’ung-shih denounces ar 
expectant Sub-Prefect. 

Shu-chien, a nephew of Tu-sin-ga (late! 
Commandant of Sheng-ching), who ha:| 
been compelled to resign office during ).: 
uncle’s command, but had been Helis at 
to reside in the province, the memoriali:! 
now finds to be a person of notoriously ba: 
character, and quite unfitted for the actiu.| 
post he now holds. He prays, therefore; 
that he may be deprived of rank and oftice 
and be placed on his trial for charges of s 
serious character, brought against him b: 
the gentry in his jurisdiction. 

(2) Appeal case, reported by Ying-kwe: 
(Superiutendent of the office of Gendar. 
merie.) Yang T’ai-ching, a native of th:! 
Ch’ao-yang district in Jého, complains tha: 
his sister, when on the road from his hous: 
to her husband’s home, was robbed by ou:: 
Shan To, who, when charged with the offence. 
managed to evade a trial, and, out ¢: 
revenge, robbed and set fire to petitioner:: 
house, carrying off petitioner’s younger. 
brother, and scooping out the eyes of s: 
relative who went to claim his release 
Shan To was eventually killed by a part: 
sent to arrest him, upon whom he fired »: 
cannon; and a relative of his then tov: 
up the quarrel, persuading the authoriti-:; 
to imprison petitioner’s uncle and young:: 
brother, both of whom died in confinement. 
The edict has been recorded. 

(3) Tséng Kuo-ch’iian, Governor-Geners. 
of River Works, reports the result of a: 
inspection of the preparatious againat in- 
aesaeon on the upper part of the Hwan: 

0. 

Aug. 1st.—Edict, granting testimonial: 
of merit and posthumous rewards, on thi 
recommendation of Yung-ch’iian, to certai: 
high officials, and officers of lower grades. 
with their families, who wore killed i: 
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action, or committed suicide in Ii, in the 
year 1868. 
(2) Ch’ung-shih and Ch’i-yuan report the 
‘result of an investigation of an appeal case, 
in which the petitioner, a secretary in the 
‘Board of Works at Sheng-ching, complains 
‘that his father’s house was robbed on two 
occasions by mounted banditti, who tor- 
tured his father till he disclosed the where- 
abouts of his property. On the second 
‘occasion, the robbers, who had plundered 
other houses, were attacked by some of the 
‘local militia, when they fled, leaving their 
-booty behind them. The petitioner’s grie- 
-vance was that his father was not allowed 
to claim his effects, as all the plunder was 
sold for the benefit of some of the militia 
who had been wounded in the encounter. 
The memorialists found that the rebels 
left no booty behind them, but only six 
: horses, which were sold, and the proceeds 
disposed of asstated They denounce cer- 
: tain officials whose business it was to arrest 
the marauders. : 
- (8) The above officers request the re- 
-moval of a District Magistrate, and the 
appointment of another in his place.—Re- 
: ferred to the Board of Civil Office. 
_ (4) Postscript memorial by the above, 
- requesting permission tu appoint Manchu 
‘and Chinese officers indiscriminately to 
. District Magistracies, &c, Under the 
_ present regulations, certain posts in the 
Feng-tien province can be held by 
. Manchus only.—Referred to the Board of 
. Civil Office. 
Aug. 2nd. — Edict. Mao Chang-hsi 
_and Pao-yiin, having investigated certain 
charges of levity and unwarrantable as- 
. sumption of authority brought against 
. Ch’i-hsii, Chief Secretary in the Board of 
‘ Revenue, by the Censor Yi Shang-hwa, 
find them to be unproven; but they find 
- that he neglected to submit to his superiors 
_the memorial reporting the promotion of 
_ Chief-Secretary Chunyk’é, and, therefore, 
" request that any special duties he may be 
_ charged with be taken away from him. 
They also suggest that Yii Shang-hwa be 
. called upon to substantiate his charges. — 
Let it be done as requested, and let Yi 
, Shang-hwa mentorialise and make good 
" hhis accusations. 
| (2) ‘he Superintendent of the Office for 
' the Regulation of the Imperial Household 
. requests that a Superintendent of Silk 
, Manufacture at Kiangsu may be appointed 
in place of the present incumbent, who 
. has held the post for four years consecu- 
tively.—The edict has been recorded. 
(3) Appeal case reported by Ying-kwei. 
| Wang Ch’i-shun, a native of Hsiang Ch’éng- 
, haien, in Honan, a dyer by trade, complains 
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that his shop was broken into and robbed 
two years-ago, and his father so injured 
by the burglars that he died of his wounds, 
Chang Erh-p’ing, one of the gang, was 
arrested, confessed his guilt, and gave the 
name of the receiver of the booty, but 
the authorities were heavily bribed, and 
petitioner could get no redress.—'Lhe edict 
has been recorded. 

(4) Memorial by Hwang Ti-fang, Officer 
of Instruction for Shantung, reports the 
conclusion of the sui-shih or biennial 
examinations, and also the results of 
certain preliminary examinations of candi- 
dates for the extra examinations to be held 
this year. 

(5) Postscript memorial by the above, 
reporting that the number of cells in the 
Examination Hall of the Province, is 
sufficient. 

(6) Chang Chao-tung, Governor of 
Kwangtung, reports the steps he has taken 


. to put a stop to the Wei sing lotteries. 


(7) Pao Yuan-shén, Governor of Shan- 
se, recommends an oflicer for a vacant 
Magistracy. 

August 3rd.—(1) Two edicts. One 
commanding Pau-yun and Wan Tsung-hi 
to investigate certain circumstances 
brought to notice by the Censor ; another 
bestowing hotiors on two Mongolian 
Officials. 

(2) An edict in reply to a representation 
from the nobles and ministers entrusted 
with the funeral obsequies of their late 
Majesties, who had memurialised repre- 
senting that it was to be feared that his 


. Majesty would be unequal to the fatigue 


of following the biers on foot to the An-ti 
gate; and suggesting that the Ching-shan 
East gate should®be the limit. The Em- 
peror remarks that, although young in 
years and unable to sustain long fatigue, 
his regard for the memories of their de- 
parted Majesties prohibits his shrinking 
at toil on suchan occasion. .To accompany 
the procession as far as the Ching-shan 
Kast gate only, would be insufficient to 
mark the esteem and respect entertained 
fur the Imperial deceased ; but in view of 
the precedent established on the occasion of 
the Emperor Hien-fung—when the origi- 
nal intention of escorting the bier as far as 
the An-ti gate was altered out of deference 
to the wish of the Princes and nobles—the 
Emperor determines in the present case to 
follow on foot the remains of their late 
Majesties to behind the Ching-shan (hill), 
He will then on his knees await the pass- 
ing by of the Royal coffins, and from 
thence will repair by a cross road to the 
Hall of Reeds (constructed for the purpose 
some distance further), and on his knees 


again reverently pay his last farewell. No 
further solicitations on this subject from 
the nobles and ministers will be enter- 
tained. 

(3) A memorial from Li Hung-chang, 
relative to the filling up of several military 
posts. 

(4) Another memorial from the above 
ofticial, reporting Captain Chang Ching-teu, 
of the Ty-ching pass, for misconduct, and 
requesting that he be dismissed.—A re- 
script is recorded in reply, dismissing 
Chang Ching-teu. 

(5) Tsung shih and his colleagues repre- 
sent that in the appointment of civil and 
military officers to the border districts of 
the Chih-lin province, measures should be 
adopted to secure experienced and able 
men, and request that the ordinary proce- 
dure of filling up posts from the list of 
Peking officials, who for the most part 
are without experience in territorial admi- 
nistration, be departed from. The Civil 
Service Board has been commanded to de- 
liberate and report. 

(6) Two provincial reports follow, as to 
official movements, 

Aug. 4th.—(1) The Imperial command 
is made known in reference to promotions 
and movements by the Civil Service Board. 
Officials at Shanghai, Yih Ting-chun (the 
late Chehsien) and others, engaged in the 
conduct of Foreign relations, appear on 


the list of those deserving honorable 
mention, 
(2) Edict. Ch’un 1's’i-tsing is appointed 


to be Major-General of the Right of the 
River Division of Kwanysi, and Chen 
Sheng-ch’uan is to be removed to the post 
of Major-General at Tientsin. 

(3) ‘Tsung-shi and Mirfy-an report on the 
trial and award of two cases of attempted 
robbery and trespass at the Tung-ling, 
Everlasting Imperial Mausoleum, ‘The 
attempt at robbery was committed by one 
Chang Chi-hui, who, on the 4th of the 
lst moon of this year, jumped, axe in 
hand, into the walled enclosure, made for 
the door of the Ch’i-yiin Hall, aud had 
just wrenched off two latches, when he 
was discovered in the act by the soldiers 
on watch. A scuffle ensued, and several 
soldiers were cut by the axe, but the 
culprit was finally secured and bound. It 
happened at the moment that the other 
prisoner, Teng Kwoh-chung, was leading 
his horse past the cemetery, when the 
animal slipped on the ice and took fright. 
It ran into the enclosure, pursued by Teng, 
when the latter was apprehended by the 
guards. He has been found to be in no 
way in collusion with the former prisoner. 
Chang Chi-hui is sentenced to decapitation, 
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and Teng Kwoh-chung to 90 blows of the! 
bamboo and 20 days’ cangue; but this ia 
commuted, in virtue of the Act of Amnesty. i 
Chang Chi-hui’s case being one of grave! 
character, no benetit is accorded to him. ! 

(4) A memorial from Li Hung-chang, | 
placing before the Throne a representation | 
from the Major-General of the Right of the | 
River Division of Kwangsi, setting forth. 
that horses purchased by deputy officials, | 
sent specially beyond the border in the; 
11th year of Tung-chi, generally all die or; 
break down within three years after arrival. | 
As attention is now being given to the! 
efficiency of the army, and breech-loading | 
cavalry carbines are to be adopted, it is} 
requested that officers be sent to La-ma to 
buy stronger cavalry horses. 

Aug. 5th.—(1) Au edict commanding 
that honors be conferred on the sons of} 
Hou Chung-ho, General in Yunnan, who 
distinguished himself in the suppressiou 
of the rebels in that province. 

(2) Two more special edicts conferring 
appointments, Fr 

(3) A memorial from the Viceroy of 
Shausi and Kansuh in reference to the 
examination. Hitherto the two provinces, 
in respect to examinations, have been 
merged into one, but by a recent act have 
again been separated, In order to render 
it more easy for certain localities back ward 
in learning to gaiu literary honors, they 
were Classe. in separate divisions, enabling 
the candidates to pass more easily. It is 
now requested that this classification be 
abolished during the ensuing examination, 
asthe previous arrangement also limited 
the number of degrees. 

(4) A report from Keh-leh-ho-pou and 
others, stating that, in obedience to the 
Imperial command, instructions had been 
issued to the effect that greater attention 
and more evergy must be given to the 
forwarding of military despatches, and the 
convoy of money and munitions of war 
from one post station to anvther. 

(5) The remainder of the Gazette is taken 
up by reports on official movements, &c. 

Aug. 6th.—Edict. Censor Teng King- 
ling memorialises requesting that orders 
be given requiring cases appealed at the 
Capital to be rejudged with impartiality. 
In all such cases it is the duty of the 
Governor and Governors-General to sum- 
mon the parties before them, to personally 
investigate the circumstances, and to arrive 
ata just verdict. But according to the 
Censor’s representations, these appeal cases 
have recently, in no single instance, been 
reversed by the Provincial Authorities to 
whom they are referred ; but a syatem of 
condonement and protection to subordinate 


- Wrongs on the aggrieved. 
of affairs is truly scandalous. 
-all 


colleagues has become prevalent, and the 
result of an appeal is but to heap fresh 
Such condition 
Hereafter 
Governors-General, Governors, and 
Prefects to whom cases are referred, or who 


» receive petitions of appeal from the people, 


shall judge the cases with rigour and 


justice, and no connivance or condone- 
- ment will be suffered. Any breach of this 
. order, if brought to light, will be dealt with 


according to law and circumstances, 

(2) Lhe Governor of Yunnan, also 
Acting Governor-General, Chin Yuh-ying, 
presents a report on the trial of a sub- 


_ Prefect, Li Wei-han—now degraded—in 


obedience to an Imperial mandate. Li, it 
appears, was despatched some time ago to 


: collect contributions in Kwangsi, with 
_ which object he was armed with Imperially 


issued credentials and blank forms of 


: diploma for conferring honorary official 


titles on contributors. But for a long 


: period no tidings were heard of his where- 


abouts, nor were any funds sent forward. 


- The Governor accordingly impeached him 


to the Throne, and a rescript was received 


in reply to degrade Li, and issue orders to 
apprehend him and secwe the forms of 
: diploma without loss of time. In due 
: course the offender was handed over to 


i 


i 


the Yunnan authorities. Many of the 
forms were recovered, but he had sold 
others to the extent of I'ls. 2,222,—from 
which sum, deducting Ts. 600 for official 
expenses, is left Tls. 1,622,80. For this 


. he is a defaulter, and the sum is repre- 
. sented to have been frittered away during 


: credentials were 


J 


| 


3 


his unauthorised stay in Canton. The 
lost during a_ boat 


accident. The offender is sentenced to 
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three years’ banishment ; but if the amount’ 


is paid up within one year, the sentence is 
to be reconsidered. 

August 7th.—(1) Edict in reply to Li 
Hung-chang’s memorial reporting the over- 
flow of the Yung-ting River ; impeaching 
the several officers in charge of the works, 


: and requesting that punishment be awarded 


; to himself. 


Although the overflow of the 


. river occurred from incessant rain for 
. many days during the summer months, 


b 


the officers in charge, notwithstanding that 


| they could not guard against the calamity, 
; cannot, however, be absolved from all 


b 
¢ 
4 


3 
b 
j 


y 


blame. It is therefore ordered that Woo- 
ting-foo and others be degraded, but re- 
tained in office, and that the Board 
consider and give a decision upon Li Hung- 
chang’s inefficient direction. Stringent 
instructions are to be given to allow of no 
delay in repairing the dikes and attending 
to the submerged districts. The Governor- 
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General will himself direct in the matter, 
and attend to the wants of the people. 

(2) Edict, in reply to Ching-show’s me- 
morial, ordering Li Hung-chang to give 
strict orders to the Treasurer and Salt 
Commissioner to appropriate and pay over 
for requirements of works in connection 
with the floods and other urgent affairs, 
Tis. 40,000 out of certain land taxes, arrears 
of taxes aud interest due on public loang 
at Chang-loo. 

(3) A memorial from Kung-tsing-wang 
and other members of the General Council 
of State, in respect to burial and tablet 
ceremonies to be observed on the removal 
of the coffins of the late Emperor and 
Empress to the Imperial tombs, on the 
18th of the 9th moon. A long precedent 
is quoted from the reign of ‘Tung-chi. 

(4) A memorial from Chen Sui-tsing, 
returning thanks for his appointment as 
Examiner of Kiangnan. 

(5) A memorial from Tvh-leen-poo, re- 
porting his convalescence and resumption 
of duties, after leave of absence for two 
months, 

(6).A memorial from Ying-han, Governor- 
General of the two Kwangs, and Chang 
Chao-tung, Governor of Kwangtung, 
reporting the sickness and death of Yang- 
cheng, Examiner of Kwangtung, while on 
his way to Kao-cheu after completing the 
examinations at Lien-chow. Particulars 
and precedents are given as to the measures 
taken to carry on his official duties, and 
it is stated that the body will be publicly 
conveyed to Chehkiang, the native province 
of the deceased. 

Aug. 8th.—(1.) Memorial from Prince 
Ho-shih-li stating that the Cabinet re- 
ceived Imperial instructions that his 
Majesty with the two Empresses would on 
the 18th day of the 9th moon escort the 
remains of the late Emperor and his 
Consort to the Imperial Tombs, and that 
extra Imperial roads need not be pre- 
pared for the occasion. The Cabinet look 
up with admiration to the deep and rever- ~ 
eut affection shewn by his Majesty, and 
hardly dare to commit the outrage of re- 
questing that according to precedents 
quoted, the ceremony should be dispensed 
with owing to the extreme youth of his 
Majesty, and consequent necessity not to 
over exert his strength. They beg that the 
Empresses will take into consideration the 
onerous trust deputed to them by the late 
Emperor, and instruct his Majesty re- 
press his feelings and temporarily abstain 
from personally escorting the Imperial 
remains, also to request the different 
yaméns to examine into and act in the 
matter according to precedent. 


(2) Memorial from Ying-kwei respecting 
an appeal to Peking by a priest, Cheng- 
foong. Cheng-foong gave his evidence as 
follows:—‘‘I am a native of Hwang-p‘i- 
shen (15 miles west of Hankow), and was 
when young, ordained at an old Temple at 
the foot of Quang mountain in Pa shih- 
sheh. In the 12th year of Tao-kwang, a 
previous superior appealed to the Cen- 
sorate at Peking about the pillaying of 
his Temple by a bandit, Li Kao-fah, and 
judgment wasziven that the stolen property 
should be made good. In the first year of 
Hien-foong, the Li-chen bandits, descend- 
ants of Li Kao-fah, pillaged and burned 
the Temple. My superior appealed succes- 
sively to the Hien, Foo and Treasurer, and 
the bandits were apprehended but escaped 
from prison. Afterwards the chief bandit, 
Li Heng-yiu, and others, forcibly cut down 
the trees on the mountain, killed several 
oxen, slaughtered four priests, and made 
a clear sweep of all the money and clothes. 
The Hien was repeatedly aprealed to, but 
the bandits heavily bribed the Yamén un- 
derlings not to arrest them. I myself when 
once in the town, saw and apprehended 
Li I-kao, and gave him over to the authori- 
ties. Li Heng-yin then again destroyed 
the temple by fire, and took possession of 
the produce of all the fields. I appealed 
successively to the Chi-Foo, Treasurer, 
Governor and Governor-General of my 
district, but all alike referred the case back 
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to the Chihien without themselves having . 


the culprits brought before them. The 
gentry and elders then represented the 
case to the Hien, and three bandits were 
consequently apprehended, but were never 
either examined or punished. Being in 
this sorry plight; my superior and others 
prepared an appeal, which I have come 
on with to Peking.” 

Yeng-Kwei proceeds to say that if the 
above particulars are true, the case should 
be examined into, that lawlessness may be 
repressed and the lives of the people be 
respected. Particular attention is also 
drawn to the fact of the Priest’s declaration 
that he appealed to the Governor-General, 
who failed to have the parties brought 
before him. 

(3) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Kiang-soo, praying that (the late Taotai 
of Shanghai) Shen Ping-cheng, recently 
appointed to the Provincial Treasureship 
of Szechuen, should on account of sick- 
ness be allowed to resign from office. 
He is deeply grateful for the three 
months’ leave previously granted, and 
hoped to have regained his health, that he 
might proceed to his post. He has, how- 
ever, tried several prescriptions without 
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| 
avail. His dizziness of head and passing c!: 
blood daily increases ; the slightest motioz: 
causes the heat of his liver to ascend.’ 
creating blindness of vision, perturbatic:: 
of the heart and prostration of the min¢; 
He eats less and less, and fur whole nigh’ 
is without sleep. Words cannot expla: 
the dilapidated state in which he is. Th:i 
doctors all attribute it to long and ardnou: 
duties that his constitution is greatly. 
injured, and that unless he has entire: 
relaxation from work he will fall into:: 
nervous state that will ultimately bis 
incurable. 

(4) Two memorials about filling u;: 
vacancies and conferring posthumou:! 
rewards. | 

Aug. 9th.—(1) Memorial giving result: 
of further enquiries into the case of L:.. 
ting-yoh, degraded on the grounds of hii, 
having apparently evasively declared tw: 
false Li-kin tax forms to have been forgei 
by his clerk Wang-cheng-yung. It ha: 
been elicited that Lo-ting-yoh was former!:: 
employed in the Li-kin tax station of Yanz,, 
fen-tien, a branch station of Tung-chuar 
and had never before been guilty of av;| 
misdemeanour. Yang-fen-tion station wai} 
ultimately closed on account of the sma.‘ 
amount of taxes collected, and Lo-ting-y«:! 
was employed by the head Tung-ch’ua:; 
station, and sent on with 200 Li-kin ta} 
forms to collect taxes at Wei-kuh branc:! 
station. Lo-ting-yoh on arrival at We:! 
kuh, bethought himself that many of th: 
merchants would still pass by his ol:: 
closed barrier of Yang-fen-tien, and there 
fore sent on his clerk Wang-ch’eng-yun:, 
and a newly emrloyed underling Taen: 
hung-fuh with 100 of his forms, to colle 
taxes there. The clerk collected dutie: 
and duly sent on accounts and voucher ; 
but falling sick, the underling Tseng-hun::! 
fuh had to attend to the business.  Q::! 
day, 60 catties of Koh insects and a 
catties brown sugar were passed throu:: 
the barrier, and T. 2.40 and ‘LT. Or} 
respectively collected on them, — Ti.! 
underling went into the sick clerk av.i 
procured from him two Li-kin tax  forn: 
which, receipted, were given to tl:; 
merchants. The clerk got very bad, a::: 
being confined to his bed, could n| 
attend to what was going on. |; 
the meantime, Lo-ting-yoh was pressir.| 
for the cuarterly accounts and mone: . 
and the underling therefore on h.i 
own responsibility sent forward account:. 
money and counterparts of tax forms: 
The clerk, on recovering a little, and bein: 
informed of this was enraged with th:: 
underling, and then told him that th: 
aforementioned two tax forms were th. 


irat struck off from some blocks that he 
aad had forged. The false accounts passed 
ry Lo-ting-yoh without being detected, on 
-o the head office, where the forgery was 
ound out. Lo-ting-yoh was impeached, and 
4e at the same time took measures to arrest 
he clerk, but the latter hearing of this 
nduced~ the underling, by threats that 
doth would be equally involved, to accom- 
yany him in absconding. The clerk riding 
+ horse and the underling carrying the 
daggage, fled as faras Yen-tsing Ferry, when 
she former’s sickness getting worse they had 
0 stop at Yuen-chi Inn, where the clerk 
ultimately died, and the underling settled 
lown and obtained manual employment 
intil arrested by Lo-ting-yoh. 

- The: defunct clerk, Wang-cheng-yung, 
aaving only forged the form and not the 
seal, his guilt should by analogy be one 
legree less than that of “ forging Govern- 
nent documents with intent to defraud,” 
ind his sentence three years’ banishment 
snd to receive 100 blows of the bamboo ; 
wd his crime is of that nature that 
joes not allow of his benefiting by the 
ate Imperial Amnesty. The prisoner 
1aving, however, died, his case need not be 
‘urther discussed. 

The underling, Tseng-hung-fuh, although 
making use of the forged documents in 
gnorance, was wrong in absconding instead 
of informing. If, however, adjudged guilty 
of one degree less than ‘‘accomplice,” the 
unishment would appear heavier than 
she lightness of the crime warranted ; he is, 
jherefore, found guilty of misdemeanour, 
and sentenced to 80 blows, and then to be 
sent back to his native place, there to 
<ept in strict surveillance. His crime, 
although of a date previous the 11th moon 
of the last year of Tungchi, not having 
deen bronght to Court until afterwards, 
ae is not entitled to the Imperial Amnesty. 
: Lo-ting-yoh cannot be exculpated from 
she fault of inefficient surveillance, but 
‘38 he instituted proceedings against the 
suilty party, and the affair occurred before 

he Imperial Amnesty, he is sentenced to a 
‘teprimand but recommended to be restored 
0 his previous position. 
: (3) A memorial about obtaining reliable 
-nformation as to rewards and recompenses 
chat should be distributed to soldiers and 
deople in Yunnan. 

Aug. 10th.—(1) Edict ordering Ting- 
gao-chen to command the Shantung Salt 
Commissioner to repay during the 8th 
‘month to the Board of Works, Tls. 47,000 
odd, due to the said Board for several 
years past on interest accounts. The 
money being required for very pressing 
‘wants no further delay is to be permitted. 
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(2) Edict ordering the Governor-General 
of the Two Kiang to command the Salt 
Commissioner of the two Weis to im- 
mediately transfer Tls. 40,000 out of 
some large overdue interest accounts to 
the Bureau of the Commander-in-Chief 
of Infantry, to meet pressing wantg 
arising from escort expenses. 1f the Salt 
Commissioners find it impossible to pro- 
cure the money at the moment, the Go- 
vernor-General will temporarily procure 
the Tle. 40,000 from the Provincial 
Treasury—no matter from what account, 
and send same forward before the middle 
decade of the 8th month—at the same time 
holding the Salt Commissioners responsi- 
ble to replace the amount. 

(3) Edict in reply to Weng-tung-tsioh’a 
memorial ordering the abolishment of the 
likin tax on rice and grain in Hoopeh, and 
complying with the other terms proposed. 

(4) Edict ordering Weng Heoh-kwang’s 
appeal case to be decided by Yuh-looh, 
assisted by the Judge of the Province. 

(5) Memorial from Pao-yiin and others 
reporting the result of their enquiries into 
the case of the impeachment by a Censor 
Yii-shang-wa, of a Clerk of the Board of 
Works, named K’i-sii, for general levity of 
conduct, arrogating to himself undue autho- 
rity, &c., &c. These enquiries elicited 
nothing directly against K’i-sii, the counts 
brought against him being of a nature diff, 
cult to prove. The Board on enquiry stated 
that it was impossible that one officer 
could usurp undue power, as every matter 
was discussed and settled publicly at the 
office by the different Chinese and Manchu 
members. In one case there appeared to 
have been neglect displayed by K’i-sii, 
but this was stated not to be a general 
fault with him, It is recommended that 
the Presidents of the Board of Works be 
requested to keep a watch over K’i-sii’s 
actions, and degrade or punish him or 
not as the case, may call for. As 
the Censor in his impeachments stated 
that he had only obtained his informa- 
tion on rumour, and the Board states 
that no direct proof can be obtained, it is 
submitted to the Imperial decision whether 
or not he should be ordered to - verify 
his accusations. 

(6) A memorial from the Commissioner 
of the East Yellow River Works, reporting 
upon the success of the measures adopted 
by himself and subordinates after most 
arduous labours, against sudden risings of 
of the water, which he quotes. 

Ang. 11th.—(1) A Decree. Chang Chao- 
tung (Governor of Kwangtung) memo- 
rializes representing that the Wei-Sing 
lotteries, which have already heretofore 
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been forbidden, should not be allowed to 
be re-established. Whereas a decree has 
heretofore been issned, commanding the 
abolition of the Examination Jotteries in 
Kwangtung, it is the bounden duty of the 
Governor-General and Governor in that 
province stringently to prohibit them in 
conformity with Our decree. In the fifth 
moon of this year, nevertheless, the Go- 
vernor-General, Ying-han, on the ground 
that the sums derived from payments by 


way of fine 43 ay under this head would 


form a very large amount, which might be 
appropriated to the outlay on defensive 
works, took it upon himself to issue a pro- 
clamation rescinding the prohibition, after 
despatching his memorial to the above 
effect, aud without awaiting Our rescript 


in reply. His action was grossly impro- 
per. Let the Boards decide upon the 


penalty that shall be meted out to him ; 
and let the said Governor-General and 
Governor, in obedience to Our decree of 
the 6th July, make public a stringent 
interdict of this form of gambling, and 
cause it to be abolished henceforward and 
forever. The maintenance of the purity 
of Government demands that it be not 
allowed, under any pretext, to be re-estab- 
lished. [N.B.—The “tines” referred to 
above in Ying-hau’s proposition for the re- 
establishment of the Wei-Sing lotteries, are 
the licence fees of some $800,000 per anuum, 
which the managers of the gambling lot- 
teries were to be allowed to pay into his 
Excellency’s hands, the transaction being 
disguised under the specious designation 
aforesaid, as for some years previvusly to 
1874 ] 

(2) Tso Tsung-Vang, Governor-General 
of Kansuh, &c., memorializes, referring to 
the edict of January last, in which the 
Provincial Governments were exempted 
from the duty of forwarding articles of 
‘tribute’ for the use of the Court. The 
province of Kansuh should, among other 
things, forward a supply of melons from 
Hami; but he begs that this may be pre- 
termitted, although a garrison is about to 
be stationed once more at that point. The 
encouragement yiven to agriculture on the 
part of both Chinese and Mahomedans has 
not yet taken practical effect. 

(3) Chih-kang (ne of the former ‘co- 
envoys” of the Burlingame Mission) re- 
ports having arrived on the 7th July at 
Kurun (Urge) and taken over the seal of 
ottice as Resident. : 

Aug. 12th.—(1) Wén-che BVA, the 
newly appointed Director of the Imperial 
Manufactory at Soochow, reports having 
taken over the seals of vilice of the Lapertal 
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Manufactory and of the Inland Custor} 
House, known as the Hu-shu Kwa i 
VL, 

tif ut Bal (on the Grand Canal, west: 
Soochow), from his predecessor Yuh-sin: 
the 5th July. He proceeds to represe: 
after due expressions of a sense of his ov 
unworthiness, that the supplies of sil: 
satins, &e., which are due for the pres 
year, have not been put in hand, owing: 
the orders received some tine ago fr: 
the Board of Revenue, to revert to the: 
regulation system, and to pay the pric 
heretofore laid down by rule for «. 
requisite materials. These prices, hit 
ever, are so widely different from t; 
market rates, that nothing could be do. 
He proposes, therefore, to memcrial: 
separately on this subject. As regards i: 
Hu-shu Inland Custom-House, where : 
duties have been levied for the last 12.3 
15 years (since the Rebel capture | 
Soochow), the Board of Revenue has lat-, 
obtained Imperial sanction to the reop-; 
ing of this establishment. A despatch he 
however, been received from the Govern: 
General at Nanking, opining that the c: 
bined levy of duties and li-kin would pri 
burdensome to trade, and injurious : 
both these sources at once. This questi 
the memorialist, at present unacquain: 
with the local circumstances, will carefu.. 
investigate. 

(2) Yuh-siu, the outgoing Director : 
Manufactures at Soochow, reports havi. 
handed over the seals of oftice to his 
cessor, together with the amounts int. 
Treasury under various headings, form, 
a@ sum total of Tis. 58,260. 

Aug, 13th.—Ting Pao-chéng, Govern 
of Shantung, memorializes reporting t': 
completion and cost of the gigantic e 
bankment works undertaken at Kia Chwa': 


=) FE in the Ho-tséh ti pe distriv: 
on the south bank of the Yellow River (: 
Peking Gazette of January 28th, 1874, av 
February 17th, 1875). The distance t 
tween the two extreme points of the brea- 
to be repaired, viz., from the bounda’ 
line between the Provinces of Chi’ 
and Shantung downwards to Shih-li | 


+ BE Ail), the spot at which the Gru 


Canal debouches into the Yellow River, * 
some 180 or 190 lz (about sixty miles), a: 
the only means of accomplishing the Ww 
could be that of calling up large masses | | 
labourers from the different adjou- 

districts. Accordingly, upwards of «)_ 
hundred thousand of the peasantry of tt 
of the districts in Shantung (the names - 
which are given), were assembled !} 
the purpose, over whom officials we 
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laced as superintendents, to guard against 
lishonest or dilatory workmanship. ‘The 
veart of the people, moreover, was in the 
indertaking, the districts in question being 
hose which had either been actually 
looded by the river or were in immediate 
woximity to the scene of disaster. The 
lifficulties encountered in the prosecution 
ff the work were immense, and they were 
ggravated by the necessity of laying 
oundations in the water and among ice in 
Jecember and January last, when the pre- 
iminary reclamation works were carried 
vt. The line of the embankment was in 
nany places carried over tracts of land 
cross which the river had swept, eating 
yut channels from 25 to 35 feet in depth, 
wr else from 2,000 to 3,000 feet in width, 
ll of which had to be brought to the level 
nf the adjacent soil ; and in many places 
lykes of support have had to be constructed 
‘or the protection of the base of the actual 
unbankment. By the end of June the 
‘eports of the various district magistrates, 
wnnouncing the completion of the works, 
iad been received, and the Governor has 
nspected the results in personand found the 
»xecution solid and satisfactory. A report 
of the length of the embankment con- 
itructed gives it at 182 li, calculated accord- 
ng to the ‘‘long” foot-rule in common 
ase. This measure amounts to 84 ts’un 
nore per chang than the ying tsao cl’ih of 
she Public Works’ Department, measuring 
y which standard, accordingly, the lenyth 
would be 197 li 47 chang. ‘The sum issued 
oer li is Ts, 2,400, making a total for the 
main body of the work of Tls. 473,928. 
For labour carried on under water, a 
jistance of upwards of 3,000 chang, the 
amount paid has been Tls. 92,050. For 
filling up the chasms and channels of the 
river-bed, Ts. 31,452. For subsidiary 
lykes, ‘I'ls. 36,288. For excavating chan- 
nels of derivation, Tls. 78,468. ‘The above 
represents the outlay expended on works 
in the Shantung province alone, beside 
which Tls. 78,356 have been issued for 
corresponding works executed in the ‘Tung- 
ming district in Chilli. As regards the 
repairs executed on the north bank, in 


restoring the Kin embankment, 4h, 


these have been carried out on a 
similar system by the district authorities, 
to whom a sum of Tis, 22,620 has 
been allotted toward the cost of the 
undertaking. The total amount of the 
outlay is ‘Ils. 813,763.4. ‘Toward this ex- 
penditure the funds available were a 
balance in hand of Tls. 23,045 on account 
of river repairs, and ‘T'ls. 100,000 which the 
Salt Department of the Liang-Hwai has 
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sent forward ‘on accountiof the subsidy it.- 
was last year directed to pravide, The 
remainder of the outlay has been raised 
by provisional advances from the provin- 

cial treasuries, pending the receipt of the 

subsidies which have been ordered from 

the other provinces. In concluding his 
report, the Governor makes bold to re- 

quest that a high officer be sent to verify 

his account of the execution of the works. 

—A rescript is given in reply to the effect 

that this is not necessary. 

Aug. 14th.—(1) The Prince of Tun and 
his colleagues, constituting the High Com- 
mission superintending the Imperial ob- 
Bequies, memorialize beseeching his Ma- 
jesty to reconsider his determination, 
already announced, of following on foot 
the remains of the Jate Emperor and 
Empress as far as the Ji-an Gate, on their 
removal to the Eastern Hills on the 16th 
October next. ‘They entreat that his 
Majesty will so far mitigate the expression 
of his sorrow as to proceed on foot only as 
far as the Gate of the King-shan Park, 
where the Imperial coftins are now lying, 
and thence proceed to the mourning pavi- 
lion to pay the last token of respect to 
them in a kneeling attitude. (Rescript 
already published). 

(2) The Censor Yii Shang-hwa reports, 
in a dignified memorial, the groundwork 
upon which he had previously based his 
accusations against K’i-sii, a secretary of 
the Board of Revenue, in obedience to the 
decree calling for this evidence. He 
enumerates a variety of particulars in 
which the official conduct of the incri- 
minated functionary, according to the 
information that has reached him, has 
been irregular and presumptuous, and he 
expresses some surprise that the presidents 
of the Board should have manifested a 
disposition to back him up, by replying, as 
they have done, that ‘* proofs are not forth- 
coming.” Personally, the Censor has never 
even seen K’i-sii, and his only motive 
in denouncing him was that of contribut- 
ing to the good of the State in this period 
of embarrassments, by obtaining the pun- 
ishment of one deserving to be made an 
example of, 

(3) Kin-shun, assistant Commander-in- 
chief of the army of Sungaria, reports that 
on his appointment tothe post of ‘*Cap- 
tain-General of Urumtsi,” he has caused a 
temporary wooden seal of office to be 
engraved with the proper inscription, and 
has destroyed the temporary seal he has 
heretofore had in use, 

Aug. 15th—(1) The Governor of Shan- 
tung memorializes denouncing a district 
Magistrate named Wén Yung for illegal 


“pyantidns: while in éharge of the Po-p’ing 

” @istrict tastyear: - Aecordimg to the regula- 
tions in force in Shantung, the levy of 
the rice-tax is conducted on the following 
principle: 1°—Where the tax is collected 
in money, the tan (picul) of rice is com- 
muted into 6,000 cash (Government stan- 
dard) ; and 2°—Where it is customary to 
collect in kind, an equivalent quantity of 
rice is levied, the amount ‘being fixed 
according to the prevailing local market 
rates for the staple. When collecting the 
revenue of his district last year, it has now 
been discovered, the incriminated func- 
tionary entirely ignored the regulations in 
force. He issued the receipt-slips to his 
revenue-clerks before payment, requiring 
them to hand over sums of money in 
advance, and to extort amounts in excess 
of the legal rate of taxation--so much so 
that for the tow (10 catties, or ~> 
of a tan) of rice, no less than 950 cash 
were exacted. The Prefect and Taotai 
under whose jurisdiction the delinquent 
was placed, have likewise sent in reports to 
this effect. The Governor requests that 
Imperial orders may be given directing 
that he be stripped of his rank, and made 
a prisoner to be brought to trial.—Sanc- 
tioned by previous rescript. 

(2) The same Governor pleads for an 
increase of income on behalf of the pro- 
vincial Literary Chancellor, whose emolu- 
ments are exclusively confined to his 
yang lien or official salary, without addi- 
tional allowances of any kind, and who 
has to meet all the expenses of his 
administration from this source. His 
official outlay has been largely augmented 
of late years in consequence of the general 
tranquillization of the province, leading 
to a continual increase in the number of 
candidates for examination. The salary 
of the post is nominally Tls. 4,000 per 
annum, but it is subject to the existing 
stoppage of one-fifth, applied to all 
official salaries, as well as to the de- 
duction under the head of ‘‘loss by 
weight.” It is now entreated that the 
stoppage may in this case be waived.— 
Referred by rescript for the consideration 
of the Board of Revenue. 

(3) Yiian Pao-héng, a Vice-President of 
the Board of Revenue, reports his return 
to Peking from the temporary super- 
intendence of the commissariat department 
of the army of the West (see Gazette of 
October 5th, 1874). Having proceeded to 
Ning-hia on a tour of inspection of the 
route for the army supplies, he received on 
the 12th May a Council despatch, forward- 
ing a Decree directing him to return to his 
post at Peking, the superintendence of the 
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Western commissariat having been tran: 
ferred to the Financial Commissioner <i 
Shensi, under the orders of Tso Tsu:: 
t’ang. Resuming the work he has accoz‘ 
plished, the memorialist states that he hx: 
been engaged since 1869 in his late pos: 
which involved the getting in of the su-. 
sidies ordered to be paid by differ: 
provinces, and that he was last year furth-: 
charged with the collection of suppli-: 
for the army which is to operate beyoi. 
the Wall, and with auditing the accounts :: 
expenditure under the head of “ garriac::: 
of the different cities in Kashgaria.” H:. 
has now handed over his funds ar.’ 
accounts to the Financial Commiasion: 
of Shensi, and has despatched the cari: 
mules, and camels he has collected fi, 
purposes of army transport, in separat:: 
divisions, to Lan-chow and Suh-chow f::: 
service as Tso Tsung-t’ang may direct. | 

Aug. 16th.—Yung-ts’iian, Military G:: 
vernor of Ili, memorializes applying f.:; 
posthumous honours on behalf of an adi: 
tional number of high military offic: 
who perished at the capture of [li by th: 
Mahommedan rebels on the 22nd Nover, 
ber, 1874. He especially eulogizes thi} 
heroic conduct of the then militar 
Governor, Ming-sii, who, after maintai:-| 
ing a prolonged and desperate defen::! 
against overwhelming odds, at length fe.! 
a victim with his entire family after th: 
assault. In a former memorial, Yun;:' 
ts’iian represented that whilst lli is n.:! 
yet recovered, the general longing for ti:, 
manifestation of Imperial succour is intens:.. 
and that the recognition of the deserts c: 
the heroic dead will prove a signal encour. 
agement to those who are now maintainiu: 
the struggle; and he repeats the san: 
language now. | 


Aug. 17th.—Yii-she, the Imperial Res: 
dent for the Ts’ing-hai (Kokonor) regiv1.| 
reports on the condition of affairs in h::' 
government. He has already reporte:: 
that on the 6th April 1874, he advance; 


his head quarters from P’ing-fan (PH 
to Chan-péh (BEE), a walled city havir. 


the rank of hien or district, which occupiz:} 
a@ commanding position on the road t.j 
Si-ning. The walled conclosure, however.| 
is small and the inhabitants few, the grea: 
bulk of the trading population bving set- 
tled in the eastern suburb, This wa: 
formerly protected by a wall, of which. 
however, incursions of the river had: 
caused the downfall, and the place was: 
consequently exposed to panic at any alarm. 
of disturbances. The memorialist conse-' 
quently set 400 men of the field force under! 
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sis order to work last year at digging a 
-anal to divert the course of the inundation, 
-o build an embankment, and to restore 
he wall enclosing the suburb, all of which 
vorks have now been completed. The wall 
3 614 chang in length ; and a fort has also 
veen erected on the river-bank. The 
jefences were but just completed at the 
ynd of last year when the alarm in the 


lirection of Ho-Chow (Ay tH) took place ; 

rut the fortifications gave entire confidence 
o the minds of the people. The neigh- 
yourhood of Chan-peh, beinga well-watered 
‘ountry, was formerly a grain-producing 
‘egion, but owing to the: prevalence of 
-ebellion for the last 15 years, the irriga- 
‘ion works have completely disappeared, 
n consequence of the abandonment of 
yusbandry. Orders have now been given 
or the restoration of the old chaunels for 
‘he distribution of water. Works of re- 
yuilding and replanting are being urged 
m. . 


- Aug. 18th.—(1) The Censor Téng K’ing- 
‘in, in a_ postscript memorial, draws 
,ttention to the abuses prevailing in con- 
uection with the hearing of appeal cases 
-eferred back from Peking. He represents 
‘hat the administration of the criminal 
‘aws ranks among the most important 
-unctions of government; adding that, 
‘ince the country was plunged into a state 
f warfare by the rebellion, the avenues 
-o official position have been widened, and 
ibility has been appreciated without regard 
‘o strict adherence to duty. The conse- 
jwence is that whilst good as well as 
sapable men are not wanting to the public 
ervice, corrupt and unscrupulous men 
ybound in it also. Functionariea of this 
‘lass make use of judicial positions for 
heir own ends, aided and abetted by their 
underlings, making the wrong appear the 
yetter cause, and turning and twisting in 
‘uch wise as to involve the innocent in 
nisfortune. Words are inadequate to 
4escribe the miseries of this state of 
iffairs. Examination elicits the fact 
ihat, of the prosecutions instituted 
‘hroughout the country, some 20 or 30 in 
the hundred take their rise in accusations 
of murder, whilst as many as 80 or 90 per 
yent. refer to murders committed as acts 
‘ollowing on previous judicial trials. To 
regin with, the superior authorities, 
itanding on their dignity, decline to deal 
ersonally with matters of minor import- 
ance, or else, on the ground of some flaw 
‘n the proceedings, straightway reject the 
‘ndictment, or perhaps send it back to be 
‘ried over again by the same court as 
before. Thus an injustice once committed 
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is committed over again—the gravity of 
circumstances is explained away to some- 
thing of no moment, or the wrong is made 
the better cause. Hence arise the multi- 
tudes of appeals to Peking, which are 
perpetually intruding on the Sacred care, 
to such an extent that time does not 
serve for so much as perusing them. On 
an appeal being lodged, the invariable 
course is to direct by rescript the 
provincial government concerned to bring 
the case to trial with perfect justice, and 
the complainant is forwarded, according to 
regulation, under escort, to be forthcoming 
when required to give his evidence. The 
object of this procedure is to bear as 
lightly as possible on the witnesses who 
are parties to the case, and to spare the 
trouble of journeys to and fro to the 
numbers of judicial officers who are in- 
volved in the proceedings. How little 
is it dreamt that, from the moment an appeal 
is remitted for rehearing, all prospect of 
redress is gone for ever (the italics are 
ours, Trans.), and the injustice complained 
against actually becomes intensified! Of 
the appellants, some die in the places 
where they are held in durance, others die 
in the course of the journey they have to 
take ; and although the official reports are 
all to the effect that ‘‘ death has taken place 
from disease,” these cases may nevertheless 
well come under the category of pitiable 
and suspicious transactions. On an ap- 
pellant being conveyed in custody to the 
provincial capital, his case is remitted as 
in its earlier stages to the central criminal 
court ; and, supposing that no abuses are 
prevalent in the way of long accumulations 
of arrears, and that the parties are forth- 
with summoned to appear, months and 
years still elapse during which time the 
complainant is held in confinement to 
await the trial. In some cases, the com- 
plainant is laid in his last resting place 
before the day of hearing at length arrives; 
but supposing the trial to be held within 
the duly appointed time, the result is either 
that the appellant is sentenced as guilty 
of bringing a calumnious charge, or else 
he is adjudged to have been misled by 
mere suspicion into laying an unfounded 
accusation, There is not a case on record 
in which previous proceedings have been 
simply reversed. Now, the majority of 
appeals to Peking are cases in which sons . 
or brothers complain of the murder of 
their kinsfolk, and it is not consistent 
with probability that every one of these 
should be wilfully calumnious or unfounded 
accusations. Granting that one man may 
be a reckless and wanton accuser, it is 
unlikely that every complainant should be 
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of the same description—that every com- 
plaint is baseless because one may be 
found to be so, or that because one province 
may be notorious for its litigious spirit, 
therefore the whole empire is imbued with 
the like tendency. Where grave irregu- 
larities exist in the earlier stages of a case, 
the number of persons through whose 
hands it has passed is likely to be consi- 
derable, and they mutually stand by each 
other in their own interest, Hither, 
evidence is fabricated with a view to 
forcing withdrawal from further proceed- 
ings, or false statements are laid before 
the superior authority in order to hood- 
wink him into dismissing the case, or 
things go even so far that the witnesses 
are put to death in order to stop their 
mouths. False certificates of sickness, 
falae medical prescriptions, are trumped- 
up; findings of inquests ‘are substituted 
one for the other, and dates are shifted 
backwards or forwards as the case 
may be. The result of all this is that 
the more the appeals the greater the 
injustice, and the public feeling on the 
subject—most unbecoming to an orderly 
condition of affairs—is expressed in the 
adage: ‘‘ Horses shy at the waggon, and 
men at the Government over them.” 
After repeating that unscrupulous officials 
are encouraged by the knowledge that 
appeals are certain to be referred back to 
the original tribunals for rehearing, and 
to the miseries entailed by the prevailing 
systematic denials of justice, the Censor 
entreats that a Decree be issued to all the 
Provincial Governments, ordering the 
most stringent injunctions to be laid upon 
the judicial officers charged with the 
hearing of appeals, forbidding illegal 
conduct of any description, under penalty, 
in the event of detection, of being dealt 
with according to the statute against the 
passing of sentences at variance with the 
law. 

(2) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General of 
Chihli, reports in detail the particulars of a 
disastrous rise of the Yung-ting river 
(Hwén Ho), which, having been swollen 
by the July rains, rose to a height of 
23 ch’ih at Shih-king Shan by the 25th of 
that month, and two days later, having 
still further risen, swept over the southern 
embankment in an impetuous flood, inun- 
dating a large tract of country. The punish- 
ment of the responsible officials by depri- 
vation of rank is requested, asalso a penalty 
to be meted out to the Governor-General 
himself, as their direct superior ; but at 
the same time it is submitted that the 
calamity was one which no human effort 
could avert, and that millions of taels 
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would be required to restore the rir: 
works to their old condition of efficiency. 

Aug. -19th.—The acting Govern 
General of the two Kiang reports i; 
rehearing of an appeal case referred bai 
from Peking. A native of the Hing-hsi 
district, named Siti Pi-hwa, had accused 
kinsman, named Sii Fyh-tai, of murder, 
his father. It appears that complainau;! 
father has disappeared since 1856, whe! 
he left home to seek a livelihood elsewhen 
and the son, having fallen out wi 
reference to money “matters with Sit Fu: 
tai, dreamt one night that his fath- 
appeared before him and revealed the fx: 
of his having been beaten to death, an; 
buried near the river-bank by Sit Fub-ts 
Upon this, complainant lodged an accus: 
tion with the district Magistrate, wi: 
dismissed it as frivolous and vexatiou- 
The complainant still persevered, howere: 
and persuaded himself that Sit Fuh-tai ve 
in league with the yamén clerks and ve 
laying a plot to take his life. He final 
brought his appeal to Peking ; and t!: 
case having been thoroughly sifted by t: 
Prefect of Soochow, the Provincial Judy: 
and the Governor himself, the facts «4 
declared to be as stated. For the offen: 
of imperilling the life of an accused pers} 
by a false capital charge, the charge 0! 
resulting in conviction, complainant ! 
liable to the penalty of one hundred blov: 
and transportation to a distance of 3,\\' 
li, but his case is not excluded from 1!: 
benefit of the act of grace issued on ti: 
accession of his present Majesty on 
25th February last, and he is consequen: 
exempted from punishment, but sent: 
his native place to be kept under s: 
veillance. 

Aug. 20th.—(1) A Decree. Ting Ji} ': 
chang memorializes Us, stating that 
termination of his congé is impending, "+ ° 
soliciting permission to return to his ho} ° 
for restorative treatment, his compla:} : 
being aggravated in intensity. Let hi! 
enjoy two months’ further congé for r= 
and treatment at Tiontsin, and let s: 
taels’ weight of ginseng be bestowed u}:: 
him, toward the treatment of which |: 
stands in need. 


(2) Yang Yi-k’o PARE, Brigtiy 
General of the K’ai-hwa division in Yi} :. 
nan, and Acting Commander-in-Chief « 
the provincial forces, memorializes rept! 
ing his having taken office and returmty :. 
thanks for the Imperial favour. Li 
year, he writes, Your slave proceeded! 
Peking for an audience, and laid his hes 
in the dust before the Palace gates}. 
entreating the admonitions of His Majesty): 
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Jn two occasions he was favoured with 
dimission to the Imperial presence, and 
tig aaving been honoured more than once with 
as tifts of viands, he was commanded to return 
o his post and to take measures for securing 
.the watch and ward of the frontier. On 
dis arrival in Yiinnan in obedience to these 
,/ommands, he was directed by the Acting 
ite xovernor-General, Ts’én Yii-ying, to take 
vyp his post as Brigadier at K’ai-hwa (on 
he South-western frontier); but on reach- 
. ng Ta-li Fu, he was overtaken by a 
.lespatch desiring him to take charge 
4f the office of Acting Commander-in- 
i dhief, the actual incumbent of the post, 
» s2oh-ch’ang, having solicited permission to 
ya 7isit Peking for audience. He accordingly 
';,00k over the seal of -office on the 8th of 


























I WLay, and paid the proper obeisances before 
an altar erected facing in the direction of 









Peking, returning thanks for the Imperial 
\yfvounty. The province, he goes on to 
‘observe, is a region of importance on the 
.rontier of his Majesty’s dominions, and 
| a-li Fu, being a bulwark of defence in 
=. tself, is the appointed residence of the 
; Jommander-in-Chief, where he exercises 
is functions of control over the entire 
my, and defensive operations of the 


Pop th 
bs vrovince. Himself a mere ignorant soldier, 


‘Who has spent eighteen years in active 
ervice on the frontier, to be honoured by 


acre 
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o great a distinctiun overwhelms him 
“vith confusion. He will, however, exert 
very effort for the discharge of his duty, 
ikl: n concert with the Governor-General and 
he Governor. 
ipa August 2lst.—(1) The dike King-show, 
gu onsort of the Imperial Princess (sister of 
"dien Féng), Grand Chamberlain of the 
1 Pgupage depa tment, memorializes re- 
pluesting a decree ordering the speedy 
® “ayment of arrears due to the chest of 
is office. The regular disbursements of 




















fhe department depend exclusively on the 


d yay ment of ‘Taels 20,750 which should be 
his ‘orwarded annually from the rents of land 
i *n different districts of Chihli, together 
“Cle. 4,800 accruing from interest on a 
‘“lepoait account under the management of 
"he Ch’ang-lu Salt Gabelle, For years 
ast arrears have gone on accumulating, 
intil in 1873 the sum total of these under 
rie head of reuis amounted to Taels 
, 189,200, and under the head of interest 
- rom the Salt department to Tls. 38,000. 
2 t is now upwards of a year since the 
“Monthly payments from the Equipage 
He “lepartinent have been suspended. In the 
“sourse of last year the provincial govern- 
ie nent forwarded the current year’s rents 
ss a deficiency of upwards of Tls. 4,0U0, 
ut nothing has been received on this 
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year’s account as yet. The impending 
ceremonies on the occasion of the re- 
moval of the coffins of their lately 
deceased Majesties will entail a heavy 
outlay for biers, vehicles, sedans, in- 
signia, and attendants o! every description, 
which is estimated at about Ts. 38,000; 
and it is urgently besought that the autho- 
rities of Chihli and the Salt Gabelle be 
commanded to furnish ‘I'ls. 40,000 for this 
purpose by the 9th September. 


(2) The newly appointed Governor of 
Honan, Li K’ing-ao, reports having handed 
over his late seal of office as Financial 
Commissioner of Shansi on the 24th July 
to his successor Wang P’uh. Being 
afflicted with chronic asthma, and having 
been late'y weakened by an attack of 
diarrhoea, he begs sanction to a month’s 
congs before hastening to Peking to pre- 
sent himself for audience. Granted by 
rescript. 

(3) The Acting-Governor of Kiangsi 
reports the purchase and shipment by 
steamer for Tientsin of the entire quota of 
rice tribute due from that province 
for the current year. ‘This method 
of furnishing the rice supply having 
been duly sanctioned, it has been 
arranged, according to the system in 
furce already in Kiangsu and Chehkiang, 
as explained by the Taotai Chu K’i-ang, 
of the China Merchants’ Steamship Co., 
that, beside the regular quota of 80,000 
piculs of rice, a further allowance for waste 
and rations (of the Peiho cargo-boat men), 
amounting to piculs 7,780, should be pro- 
vided. Accordingly, the following pur- 
chases of rice have been made in Kiangsu, 
Kiangsi, and Anuhwei, under the direction 
of Chu ‘Taotai, viz. :— 


Fine rice...... sseeoeee Pols, 20,000 





Cargo-boat rations .......000.0. 230 
Do. weste allowance... 115 
Steamer do. do.  .... 1,600 
Total—Fine rice......21,945 


Second quality rice...........0+++- 60,00 
Cargo-boat rations ........000. 690 

Do. waste allowancs.... 345 
Steamer du. do. .... 4,800 


Total..........--Piculs 87,780 


The whole of the above has been sent 
forward by steamer, [N.B.—The amount 
of rice tribute with which Kiangsi is by 
regulation assessed, is ‘upwards of piculs 
500,000 per annum, under the old system, 
as exhibited in an article on the Grain 
Transport at of China, in the Chine 
Review, No. 6, vol. iii , 1275 J 


Aug. 22nd.—(1) A Decree awarding 
honours to a lony list of military officials 
for services rendered in a recent expedition 


against the Fuh Fei ( i BE) or Turban 


brigands, on the borders of Kiangsu and 
Shantung, as reported by the acting 
Governor General of the Two Kiang, and 
the Governor-General of the Grain Trans- 
pert. (N.B.—The Turfan brigands were 
reported last year'as having been “‘ exter- 
minated ”—see Gazettes of September 22nd 
and October 1st, 1874). Itis stated that 
the strongholds occupied by these banditti 
having been surrounded on three sides by 
the troops, the brigands were routed with 
much slaughter, and their leader Yen 
Kwang-t’ai taken and executed. The 
ti-tuh in command, Wang Shu-nan, is 
ordered to have conferred upon him the 
first vacancy that shall arise in the list of 
provincial commanders-in-chief ; and other 
promotions are awarded, coupled with 
injunctions to the high officers concerned 
to use active efforts for the complete sup- 
pression of this insurgent faction. 

(2) The Board of Works memorialize 
complaining of the arrears that have been 
allowed to accumulate in the payments 


due to the Tsich: Shén (fif} if) Treasury, 


under the supervision of the Board, on the 
part of the Salt department of Shantung. 
The treasury in question supplies certain 
of the palace requirements in the way of 
works of construction, and no paymentshave 
been made since 1854, with the exception 
of a sum of Tis, 6,250 received between 
1867 and 1871, and Tls. 8,500 received in 
1872. The arrears amount to Tls. 47,750, 
and the Board entreat that orders be given 
for the payment of this entire amount 
by the month of September next, to 
go toward the expenses entailed by the 
forthcoming Imperial obsequies, 

(3) The Captain-General of the Con- 
stabulary forwards an appeal from anative 
of An-hwei, who complains of the murder 
of his father by a relative, in the course of 
@ quarrel connected with the ownership of 
@ piece of land. The usual tale of ofticial 
corruption and injustice is narrated. 

(4) The same official and his colleagues 
memorialize representing the urgent neces- 
sity in which they find themselves, for a 
supply of funds to meet the requirements 
entailed by the approaching Imperial 
obsequies, when escorts will have to be 
furnished and large sums disbursed in pay. 
The principal source of income to the 
department is the payment of interest 
accruing on sums in the hands of the 
Liang-hwai Salt Gabello, the arrears of 
which, from 1850 to the present time, 
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amount to upwards of Tl. 100,000. It: 
now besought that Tls. 40,000 may | 
called for by decree, to be remitted with: 
delay from the provincial treasury of t 
Two Kiang, in case the Liang-hwai Si! 
department be not able to deliver i: 
amount at once. 


Aug. 23rd.—(Court Circular.) The Prins 
of Ch’un paid respects on his return fros 
the Mausolea at the Eastern Hills; » 
Yiian Pao-héng, late Director-General ;} 
the Commissariat of the Army of the Wa: 
on his return from Kansuh. 

The Governor of Shantung memorializ: 
reporting the trial and execution of : 
lunatic named Li Chang-t’ow for tt; 
murder of his father in an attack of fren 
The accused was a native of Téh Chor 
living with~ his father, Li Féng-k’i, t 
whom he had always behaved in a fils 
and obedient manner ; and, in the mon 
of November last, he suddenly becz: 
liable to fits of insanity. As he wast 
violent, his father obtained the consent: 
the local headman and the neighbor 
(responsible by law for the placing of s 
madman in safe custody), to suspend tt; 
report of the case to the authorities « 
the chaining-up of the insane person. | 
the 17th February last, Li Chang-t’or 
wife went to her mother’s house, s! 
on the same night, an attack of madne 
coming on, the lunatic rushed iv’ 
his father’s room, brandishing a ch: 
per, with which he dealt a blow ont 
temple to his victim, who was at tl: 
time asleep on his k'ang. (Here follo: 
an entire page of specification of 
wounds inflicted.) The murderer ¥ 
eventually secured by the neighbours 1: 
tipao, who rushed in on hearing the nois 
and he was lodged in the district pris.’ 
his appearance indicating all the si: 
of frenzy, and his speech wild #: 
incoherent, After being subjected to me, 
cal treatment, his confession was take’ 
and on being removed to the provinc 
capital he made a full admission oft: 
circumstances above stated. In view - 
the gravity of the offence, the accused ® 
brought before the Prefect of Tsi-nan ! 
for trial, and subsequently retried bef 
the Provincial Judicial Commissioner, 
proceedings being finally revised by 
Financial Commissioner, as the deputy‘ 
the Governor himself during his abset 
on an inspection of the Yellow Ri 
embankments. As the statute law provit 
that for the murder of a parent the gu! 
person shall suffer death by the “slow #- 


degrading” process, and as moreover " . 


supplementary enactment it is decreed ths’ 


ineanity shall not be alleged in mitigat| 
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of this penalty, the criminal in the present 
cnatance has accordingly been sliced to 
Jeath at Tsi-nan Fu. 

Aug. 24th.—(1) A Decree appointing 
Ri-ytian apy Jt) to the post of vice- 
President of the Board of Revenue at 
‘Shéng-king (Moukden), and likewise to act 
.pro tem. as Civil Governor of the province. 
: (2) A decree referring for the decision 
of the grand deliberative assembly (the 
Grand Council, the presidents of the Six 
Boards, and the heads of the nine minor 
-departments) the report presented by 
Ts'ung-shih of his proposals for the reform 
of the Civil Service in the province of 
Féng-tien. 

(3) Li Han-chang, Governor-General 
of the Two Hu provinces, reports having 
handed over charge of his office to his 
temporary successor. On the 7th July, 
-he received a despatch from the Board of 
‘Civil Office, stating that the Grand Secre- 
tariat had forwarded copy of a Decree 
issued on the 19th June to the Grand 
Council in the following terms :—‘‘ Let 
‘Li Han-chang proceed by post-relay to 
-Yiinnan to institute investigation and 
‘action in certain matters. Let Uug T’ung- 
tsio act temporarily as Governor-General 
of Hu Kwang.” On receipt of the fore- 
going, the Governor-General has to report 
that on the 15th July he handed over his 
seal, death warrants, and archives to the 
‘Governor who is to take his place, and 
‘that so soon as the officials who have been 
‘ordered to attach themselves to his suite 
shall have joined him, he will set out on 
his journey. 

' (4) Ung T’ung-tsio, Governor of Hupeh, 
reports having taken over the Acting Go- 
‘vernor-Generalship as stated above. 


Aug. 25:h.—(1) A decree based upon a 
memoria! from the Household Treasury, 
representing the urgent need of funds in 
that department, and beseeching that 
orders be given for the payment of arrears 
due from the Ch’ang-lu Salt Gabelle, and 
the province of Shantung. ‘The authori- 
ties concerned are accordingly required to 
provide 'I'ls. 20,000 on each account, to 
be delivered to the Household ‘lreasury 
before the end of September, and to take 
measures for clearing off the arrears still 
due. 

(2) Wén-lin, military governor of Hami, 
memorializes representing the supply of 
funds and provisions for the troops under 
his command as actually exhausted, and 
pressing for an immediate advance of 
T'ls. 100,000 from the reserves of the Board 
of Revenue, and of another like sum from 
the province of Shantung, in order to 


Google 


save his soldiery from starvation. Hoe 
reported last year the amalgamation of 
the two divisions known respectively as 
the Wei and the JI forces into ten ying 
(battalions of 5V0 men each) of horse 
and foot, and requested that an allow- 
ance of Tls. 50,000 per mensem might 
thenceforward be issued to him for pay 
and rations, forwarding at the same time 
a detailed statement shewing his require- 
ments. A rescript was issued on the 27th 
of November, 1874, referring this matter 
to the Board of Kevenue for consideration ; 
and in February last Wén-lin received a 
despatch from the Board, telling him that 
under the requisitions recently sanctioned, 
all indents for funds from the cities in 
Sungaria etc. (Sin Kiang) must be 
addressed to Tso Tsung-t’ang and the 
Controller-General Yiian Pao-héng to be 
reported on ; and that as regarded his own 
particular requirements, the Board desired 
that he should continue to lovk to the 
remittances ordered to besent, but not yet 
forwarded, from the provinces of Shansi 
and Honan, and the arrears due by way 
of subsidies from other provinces. To 
this arrangement the imperial assent had 
been signified. Wéu.-lin addressed, here- 
upon, the Governor-General Tso and the 
Controller General Yiian Pao-héng, asking 
for funds, and likewise sent agents to the 
provinces named to expedite remittances ; 
meanwhile, he has humbly to state, his 
military chest is in a state of exhaustion, 
and his troops are reduced to a condition 
of actual misery. Jt is only by having 
resorted for years past to every description 
of financial expedient that entire disor- 
ganization has been thus far prevented. 
In response to his late appeals, the 
Governors of Shansi and Honan write to 
say that their treasuries are absolutely 
unable to meet the demands upon them, 
and they hold out no hopes of supplies ; 
whilst, as regard his application to Tso 
Tsung-t’ang, he has no certainty that any 
result willfullow. Theamount which should 
be supplied to the Wei and TI divisions out 
of the contributions from the provinces 
to the Sin-kiang ‘army supplies, is Tls. 
14,000 per mensem ; but in the two years 
that have elapsed since this sum was 
fixed, the only payment made has been 
Tis. 3,000 and odd. Two months have 
now elapsed, during which there has 
been no supply of either pay or rations 
for the memorialist’s troops ; added to 
which there is the further consideration 
that the divisions of the Army of the 
West, continually passing Hami in their 
advance westward, buy up everything in 
the shape of provisions iu the most reckless 
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manner, sending prices up daily. It 
is necessary to have a daily distribution of 
food, man by man, to the force under 
Wén-lin’s command, and now that rice 
and firewood have become equal in price 
to the most expensive luxuries, it is diffi- 
cult to say what is to bedone. He has 
borrowed a few thousand taels apiece from 
the generals Kin-shun, Chang Yao, and 
the Prince of the Kalmuks (Hwei-tsze 
Ts’in Wang), who have been eye witnesses 
of his distress, but this is a mere drop in 
the ocean, and things cannot go on much 
longer in so precarious acondition. Wén- 
lin observes, in addition, that Hami 
is a strategical point of the utmost 
importance on the line of march of the 
army now being directed against Sungaria 
and Kashgaria, and especially on the road 
to Turfan. Any encouragment given to 
the enemy by leaving it unprovided for, 
would have most disastrous results. He 
trusts that at such a crisis his troops will 
not be left to fight on empty stomachs in 
order to abide by the letter of the Board 
of Revenue’s regulations; and he conse- 
quently entreats the immediate supply of 
Ts. 200,000 as above stated, sending his 
memorial by a special olticer to Peking to 
await the issue of the amount.—Rescript : 
Let the Board of Revenue consider and 
report to Us without delay. 

(3) In a supplementary memorial, Wén- 
lin further states that he has just perused 
amemorial from the Board of Revenue, 
commenting upon a marked discrepancy 
between the prices of rations as reported 
from Hami and from Ku-ch’éng, with the 
observation that the Board is not informed 
whether the cost of transport is included 
in the higher figure. He begs leave to 
represent that since the winter of 1873, the 
price of provisions (grain) has risen to 


Tis. 15 a 16 and upwards per tan (4) 


which includes the cost of transport. At 
Barkoul the price is Tls. 7 a 8, but with 
transportation added the cost would 
come to the same thing as at Hami, 
and there has been no_ reduction 
for a series of years past. The 
cost of the provisions which Wén-lin 
obtained Jast year from the tribes of the 
Mahommedans (Turguts) was fixed at 
Tis. 10 per tan, but as prices were raised 
among the private dealers he was 
compelled to advance the tariff to Tls. 12, 
in order not to harass unduly the barbarian 
tribes, As the producing districts lay at 
a distance of between 3U0 and 400 or even 
50u and 600 li from Hami, he was in all 
cases obliged to issue an allowance for 
transport; aud now that the eastern 
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mountains have been stripped of ever 
thing, he has had to obtain supplies fr. 
Tun-hwang Ch’éng. The cost per fan 
this place is about Tls. 10 on an avery: 
but an addition of Tls. 6 has to be mi 
to that amount for every hundred cattis 
transported. This brings up the cost 7: 
tun to Taels twenty-eight (the tan or pi: 
being consequently taken at 300 catties 
about 400 Ibs.). ‘To add to these embu: 
rassments, nine buildings in ten, former; 
existing beyond the Wall, are now in ruits 
and the difticulties of transportation acr 
a desert extending for thousands of Ii «: 
immense. He appends a detailed stateme 
of the prices of provisions now prevaili!, 
at Hami for the information of his Majes} 
—Rescript referring the above to the Bucs 
of Revenue. 

Aug. 26th.—(1) A Decree in reply te 
memorial from the Governor of Shun-t!:1 
Fu, reporting illegal action on the part 
a member of the Imperial family nan: 
Tsai-kw’én, holding the hereditary rank: 
Fu Kwoh Tsiang hiin, in connection wit! 
dispute about the ownership of lands. Ti 
case is remitted to the Imperial Clan Cv’ 
and the Board of Punishments for trial. 

(2) Tso Tsung-t’ang, Governor-Gene:: 
of Kansuh, etc., reports that the acti 
General Commander-in-chief of the yr 
vincial forces, Tsao K’éh-chung, has be: 
placed in mourning by the death of ! 
mother at the family home, at ‘Tients: 
and has consequently been obliged : 
retire from office. A brevet general, naw: 
T’ao She-kwei, has been temporarily plac 
in command, 

(3) Ung T’ung-tsio, acting Govern; 
General of the two Hu, memoriali: 
requesting permission to abolish the li: 
tax on rice within his jurisdiction, a 
measure of relief to the people. 
refers to the original introduction oft 
likin tax (in 1855) by the then Gover 
of Hupeh, Hu Lin-yih, as an indispensal 
adjunct to the supplies required for 
Imperial armies during the rebellion, « 
to its subsequent continuance as a mes: 
of providing subsidies for the army in ¢: 
west, the maritime defence of Kiang: 
the works on the Yellow Kiver, &c., &: 
but he urges that the remission of thet: 
on rice would affect the income from t. 
source in Hu Kwang by only one-twent: 
of the total amount, and he promises’ 
stimulate the officials charged with t 
li-kin collectorate to the most earnest o- 
charge of their duty in levying the tax: 
merchandize in general. 

Aug. 27th.—(1) A Decree in reply t: 
memorial by the Ceusor Yiian Ch éng-y-4 
who has impeached two Superintende4— 
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of the Peking Granaries for dilatory action 
and careless exposure of the grain. The 
vice-Presidents of the Granaries are ordered 
50 institute a stringent enquiry into the 
-sonduct of the two impeached officials, who 
tre suspended from their posts pending 
she result, 
* (2) A Decree commanding that the bio- 
yraphy of the late Governor of Honan, 
{s’ien Ting-ming, as requested by Tséug 
“Xwoh-ts’iian in a memorial extolling his 
-rublic services, be included by the Imperial 
‘aistoriographers in the national annals, 
(3) Chang Chao-tung, Governor of 
‘€wangtung, memorializes against the at- 
‘empt lately made by the Governor-General 
.Cing-han to restore the system of Wei- 
‘Sing lotteries at Canton. On receipt of 
‘he Imperial Decree of the 26th Fe- 
vruary last year, he writes, he gave im- 
‘mediate orders for the suppression of the 
“ottery agencies, and when the Governor- 
“Jeneral Ying-han subsequently arrived 
nd took office, on his referring to the 
ubject, the Governor stated to him that 
‘-mperial orders having been given for the 
«sbolition of the lotteries, their re-establish- 
“aent was not to be thought of. It sub- 
“equently came to his knowledge that 
«Ting-han had separately memorialized the 
“hrone on the subject, without even com- 
aunicating to him a copy of the memorial, 
.'sut- he did not presume to draw attention 
0 this proceeding. On the 12th July last, 
iaowever, a proclamation was abruptly 
¢ssued by the Coast Defence Committee of 
«he provincial Government, stating that a 
«,ertain mercantile association had laid 
enders before the Governor-General, 
(fering to pay the amount of $800,000 
wander the head of * interest’? for the 
hears 1875, 1876, and 1877, to which 
4.E. had replied declaring the proposal 
».easible, and furthermore prescribing that 
ithe standard tu be followed should be the 
vist of names of the successful candidates 
t the civil and military examinations 
hroughout the province of Kwangtung. 
ihe Governor proceeds hereupon to enter 
«im @ long and elaborate denunciation of 
he demoralization and ruin entailed by 
jhhe gambling lotteries which the decree of 
ast year abolished. Not only do they 
« @mpt thousands to their own destruction 
Jiny the prospect of winnings which in the 
witature of things can only be secured by a 
mtery few, but they also open the dvor to 
wfticial corruption of a very serious type, 
«iva the way of manipulation of the awards 
taf literary degrees. The late Literary 
Yhancellor of the province has told him 
~40w, even before his departure from Peking, 
, SGoundrels connected with this organization 
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had beset him with honied temptations, 
which however he has sternly and peremp- 
torily repelled. The Govervor entreats 
that Imperial injunctions be laid upon the 
Governor-General, directing him to give 
implicit obedience to the decree already 
issued, which enjoins the suppression 
in perpetuity of the Wei-Sing lotteries, and 
forbidding him to apply under any pretext 
for their re-establishment. (For rescript 
acceding to this request and censuring 
the Governor General, see Gazette of 11th 
instant.) 

(4) ‘The acting Governor-General of the 
two Hu reports the death of the assistant 
Literary Examiner for the province of 
Kwangsi, while passing through Hupeh on 
his way to his destination. He died on the 
30th July, of dysentery brought on by expo- 
sure to the heat in the course of his journey. 
As there will not be time for the appoint- 
ment of a successor before the period fixed 
for the examinations, the chief Examiner 
will be required to discharge the functions 
of both ofticials. 

(5) Tséng Kwoh-t’siian, Governor 
General of the Yellow River, reports on 
the rise of the waters in the river and its 
affuents during the period of the late 
summer floods. On the 18th July, he 
states, the Yellow River suddenly rose at 


Hwang Kin-t’an Gates aheightof 5 
chih 7 ts’unj; on the 19th there was a 
further rise of 4 ch’th 1 ts’un; on the 26th, 
arise of 5 ch’'ih 3 ts’un occurred; on the 
27th, 4 ch’th 9 ts’un; aud on the 3rd August, 
4chih 7 ts’un (total 24 cWih 7 ts’un, or 
about 27 feet). A similar rise toox place 
during the same interval in the waters of 


the river Sin Git), and the force of the cur- 
rent thus augmented js described as some- 
thing terrific, The masonry works, but- 
tresses, and other appurtenances of the 
old embankments were swept away in 
all directions by the irresistible flood, but 
owing to immense exertions on the part 
of the officers concerned the places 
threatened with breaches of the embank- 
ment were successfully rescued from the 
impending danger. 

Aug. 28th, —(1, 2, and 3). Decrees dis- 
tributing the functions discharged by Yung- 
luh during his absence from Peking 
in charge of the arrangements at the 
Imperial mausolea. His duties as a 
Vice-President of the Board of Revenue 
and Captain-general of one of the Banners 
are conferred on two other ofticials, and 
his joint-command of the Constabulary is 
entrusted to the care of Ch’ung-how. 

(4) A Decree. Let Kwoh Sung-tao, 
Judicial Commissioner of Fulkien, vacate 
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his post, and be placed on the list of ex- 
pectant Vice- Presidents. 

(5) ‘The Court of Censorate forwards an 
appeal lodged by She Hwa-t’ang and 
others, inhabitants of the Jén-k’iu district 
in Chihli, who complain that a nephew of 
the first named appellant was on the 5th 
of May last apprehended without any 
cause whatever by two men named Liu, 
and carried off to a military post com- 
manded by a subaltern officer named Wu 
Ts’ing-lung, who, without listening toa 
syllable of remonstrance, caused him to 
be put to death, and exhibited his lead 
as a public spectacle outside the village to 
which his captors belong. It is alleged 
that the military officer in question is hand 
in glove with these two men, who lately com- 
mitted a flagrant act of house-breaking, 
aud that the victim of his outrageous act 
was sacriticed as a pretended criminal, in 
order to shield the really guilty parties. 
In any case, the power of life and death 
was flagrantly usurped, and the case is 
remitted to the provincial government for 
enquiry. 

(6) Yang Yoh-ping, formerly Governor- 
General of Shensi and Kanauh, Inspector 
of the naval forces on the Yaugtsze, reports 
that after having had his audience of 
leave on the 8th of May last, he proceeded 
to Tientsin, where he consulted with Li 
Hung-chang on matters relating to mari- 
time and river defence, and visited in 
company with that high officer the various 
departments of the Arsenal, finding the 
stores of: arms of every description abund- 
ant and of the best quality. He next 
proceeded to visit the extensive fortifica- 
tions at Taku and Sin Ch’éng, where 
Colonel Lo Yung-kwang exhibited guns 
which hit the mark, at a distance of 8 li, 
and where experiments were made with 
torpedoes exhibiting results of extraordi- 
nary force. In all these particulars the 
diligent care and eneryetic forethouyht of 
the Governor-General Li are satisfactorily 
manifested. Proceeding by way of the 
Grand Canal, he inspected the various 
river works en route, finding a clear transit 
provided for the passage of the grain junks 
northwards, but at Chang-ts’iu and Pa-li 
Miao, and between Lin-ts’ing Chow and 
Tung-ch’ang Fu the bed of the river raised 
by silting-up to a height of 12 or 15 feet 
(above the level of the land), greatly to 
the detriment of navigation. On the 16th 
July he reached Nanking, where he en- 
tered upon consultation with the acting 
Governor-General with reference to the 
river defences, and he has thence proceeded 
with the special Commissioner, P’éng Yii- 
lin, to inspect the furtitications of the 
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Po-yang Lake. He will, as his next step, 
visit the defences of the mouth of the 
Yangtsze and the Woosung river. 


Aug. 29th.—A decree, Let Chang Yoh- 


ling be ks succeed to the vacant poat 


of Judicial Commissioner in Fuhkien. 

The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 
occupied with reports from Kansuh and 
Shensi, in reference to minor official ap- 
pointments, including the confirmation of 
Lao Wén-pin, ason of the former Governor- 
General of the two Kwang, Lao ‘Ts’ung- 
kwang, in an expectant Taotaiship, after 
having accomplished the year’s probation 
prescribed by regulation. 

Ang. 30th, —'I'so Tsung-t’ang, Governor- 
General of Kansuh and Shensi, memo- 
rializes, denouncing a district magistrate 
named Chang-kin for the following offence. 
In 1869, the magistrate in question made 
report to the Governor-General to the 
effect that a military graduate named Wang 
and a retired soldier, who had been de- 
corated for services in the field, had been 
guilty of numerous practices and were 
harbouring suspicious designs. Orders 
were given hereupon for the apprehension 
of the accused, who were brought befure 
the Provincial Executive Committee at 
Lan-chow Fu, the magistrate being at the 
same time summoned to give evidence. 
By the time these orders were about to be 
carried into effect, however, the magistrate 
had handed over charge of his office, and 
left for the province of Kweichow, to serve 
with the army. His return was called for 
officially, and the case has now been pro- 
ceeded with. The charge brought against 
the two accused is found to have origina- 
ted in the fact that, before the magistrate 
entered on his duties they had taken an 
active part in obtaining contributions 
toward the supplies for the army, actuated 
by a desire to secure official rewards for 
their zeal, but the district being impover- 
ished, and their proceedings exposing 
them to much animadversion, they gave up 
their attempts to raise money and declined 
to continue them when called on to do s0 
by Chang-kin. His accusation against the 
two men is declared to be unwarranted, 
and his dismissal from the public service 
is requested ; but at the same time, the 
two accused are found to have acted with- 
out due authorization, and they have been 
stripped of their rank and distinctions, — 
Rescript sanctioning the above. 

Aug. 3lst—(Court Circular.) Chang Yoh- 
ling returned thanks for his appointment 
as Judicial Commissioner to Fuhkien, 
Audience was given to the Grand Council, 
to Chang Yoh-ling, and to Hii Kien-shén, 
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(1) Li Hung-chang, Governor General of 


~Chihli, reports the result of the rehearing 


Peking (see Gazette of March 16th). 


- Case. 


case referred back from 
The 
appellant, widow of a petty military officer, 
had denounced her brother-in-law for the 
alleged murder of her husband and son, 
and for indirectly causing the suicide of 
her son’s wife; as also the Magistrate of 
Tientsin for endeavouring to hush up the 
Chang Kao-she, the appellant, 


of an appeal 


‘having been sent down to the custody of 


‘ 


the District Magistrate, has died in prison, 
and the Magistrate of the ‘T's’ing-yiian 
district, having held an inquest, certifies 
that she died from natural causes. The 


- case has been proceeded with, and the 
- entire falsity of the original charge has 
: been satisfactorily proved. Had she lived, 
. the appellant would have incurred the 


penalty prescribed by law for the lodging 


of false accusations, 


(2) Li Hung-chang further reports the 


- action taken in obedience to an Imperial 
: order conveyed in January last through 


the Household department, for a supply of 


‘cotton cloth required for awnings and 
’ curtains for the State apartments of the 


palace. An officer has been sent to obtain 


' the necessary supplies, and he has pur- 
' chased in the southern districts of Chihli 
| 170,265 ch’ih (say about 60,000 yards) of 
best quality cloth, which has been dyed 
’ of the proper shades of blue, at a cost of 
- nine candareens per ch’ih for material and 
‘ dyeing. It has been packed in 34 large 
. bales and 1 small bale, the transport on 


, 


which amounts to ‘l'aels 10 per large bale 
and 6 mace for the small package, making 


. the total outlay Tis. 15,664.4.5, which will 
> be charged to debit of the provincial 
_ revenue in regular account, 


Sept. Ist.—Chih-kang and his colleagues, 


' the Imperial Residents at K’urun (Orga), 
memorialize with reference to the with- 


drawal of the drilled force of about 1,000 


‘ strong, which was sent some time ayo 
- from Ku-pei K’ow to that point on the 


‘ Mongolian frontier. 


They represent that 
the number of posting stages between 
Urga and Kalgan is forty-six, and that the 


‘ heavy demands made upon these stations 


for means of transport are already far in 


~ excess of the limited resources with which 


they are supplied. It is consequently 


* requested that 1,400 bullock carts may be 
’ hired, to transport the fuel and provisions 


a 


of the returning force up to their point of 
passage through the Great Wall.—Granted 
by rescript. 


The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 


. occupied with memorials from the literary 
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Chancellors of Hupeh and Honan, report- 
ing the results of their examinations. 
Sept. 2nd.—(l) A Decree. Let Liu 
Kw’én-yih succeed to the post of Governor- 
General of the Two Kwang. Until his 
arrival at his post, let Chang Chao-tung 
discharge the duties of the office conjointly 


_ with his own (as Governor of Kwangtung). 


Let Liu Ping-chang succeed to the post of 
Governor of Kiangsi. 

(2) A Decree With reference to the 
Memorials (1stly) of Chang-shan and 
Kwoh-leh-min (the Manchu Commander- 
in-chief and Lieutenant-General at Canton) 
reporting that officers of the suite of the 
Governor-General have assumed a fictitious 
authority and committed acts of disorder ; 
and (2ndly) of the Governor Chang Chao- 
tung, requesting that certain officials who 
have acted in a scandalous manner be 
handed over to the Board for the infliction 
of severe penalties, and also that the 
Governor-General be enjoined to compel 
the officials who have followed him to his 


-post to return to their respective homes; and 


further, that certain officers of the suite be 
compelled to refund the amounts wrong- 
fully disbursed by them ; be it said that 
the duty incumbent upon Ying-han, 
Governor-General of the Two Kwang, since 
his nomination to that post, was manifestly 
that of maintaining the efficiency of the 
official administration, and preserving the 
tranquillity of the region committed to his 
care. In actual fact, however, he has 
taken with him a very large attendance 
of officers, both civil and military, includ- 
ing as the most trusted of their number, 
the Taotai Yii-kéng, who has arroygated 
authority to himself and assumed an un- 
warranted position. A Decree having been 
issued some time ago commanding the 
abolition of the Wei-sing gambling lot- 
teries at Canton, and a trader named P’an 
having under the altered designation of 
Show Tsu Hwei (or Association for De- 
fence and Assistance), made application 
at the Governor-General’s office for sanc- 
tion to a system involving the payment of 
license fees, an officer named Wén Sing-jui 
and others have in concert with Yii-kéng 
instigated the Governor-General to signify 
his assent to the proposal, whereupon, 
without any report having been made to 
Chany Chao-tung, a proclamation was hur- 
ried forth announcing the removal of the 
interdict. Such conduct is tantamount 
to a serious dereliction of duty. That 
the officers who were taken to Canton 
by the Governor-General, without any 
sanction to their remaining in the province 
having been applied for and obtuined, 
should nevertheless have had salaries and 
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other allowances assigned to them, sets in 
even a atill greater degree all rules at defi- 
ance. Let the penalty incurred by the 
Governor-General Ying-han be determined 
by the Board ; and let him vacate his 
office and come to Peking to await the 
decision the Board will arrive at. Let 
severe penalties be determined by the 
Board in the case of the Taotais Yii-kéng 
and Wén Sing-jui, and the district magis- 
trate Ch’én Shu-shén ; and let the General 
Kw’ei-kwang, as well as all the officers, 
civil and military, the guards, soldiers, and 
attendants who accompanied the Governor- 
General to Canton, return to their own 

rovince of An-hwei and their respective 
fone such among them as have pur- 
chased office in any specified province 
proceeding to that province to report 
themselves for duty. Let proceedings be 
taken for the recovery in full of the 
amounts disbursed as salaries to the officers 
above mentioned. 


(3) Let the Financial Commissioner of 
Hupeh, Lin Che-wang, and the Judicial 
Commissioner of Kiangsu, Ying Pao-she, 
vacate their posts and come to Peking to 
wait employment in other capacities. (N.B. 
It is understood that this decree has 
reference to the subject of foreign missions, 
Ying Pao-she is well-known as a former 
Taotai at Shanghai). 

(4) The Governor of Yiinnan, Ts’én 
Yii-ying, memorializes soliciting Imperial 
sanction to a mark of distinction on 
behalf of a lady who has attained the 
age of one hundred, and who has four 
generations of her descendants at present 
living. The lady in question, a native of 
Foochow, is an elder sister of the former 
Governor-General Lin Tséh-sti (the once- 
famous Commissioner Lin), and is living 
in Yiinnan with her grand-son, a civilian 
officer of the provincial service, who makes 
the application now forwarded. She was 
born in 1776, and consquently (according 
to Chinese reckoning) has this year attained 
the age of one hundred. The eulogium 
customary in such cases is appended.— 
Referred by rescript for the decision of 
the Board of Ceremonies, 


Sept. 3rd—(1 and 2) Decrees appointing 


Sun I-yen BRE to the post of Finan. 
cial Commiasioner of Hupeh ; Wei Yung- 
kwang (87 AK to the post of Judicial 
Commissivner of An-hwei ; and Léh Fang- 


ki Bi to the Judicial Commission- 
ership of Kiangsu. 


(3) Tso Tsung-t’ang, Governor-General 
of Kansuh and Shensi, memorializes 
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respecting the liberation and restoration t 
their original rank of two military officers, 
a Brigadier-General and a Major, who 
have been serving as convicts on the 
Mongolian frontier. They have bees 
allowed by Decree to perform expiatory 
service with the force under General Kin 
Yiin-ch’ang, and are now reported to have 
conducted themselves valiantly im attacks 
on rebel stockades and to have superin- 
tended with unflagging zeal the execution 
of extensive fieldworks, The Decree 
sanctioning the remission of their sentences 
dates from the end of 1871, but the fult! 
ment of this act of grace is delayed owin: 
to the inability of the two officers in ques 
tion to make good, according to regulation, 


the “ military-post fees ” cA which 
are exacted under circumstances of this 
description. The amount required in. their 
case is assessed at Taels 43 per mensem for 
three years; and the postponement of 
this claim is now solicited.—Referred by 
rescript for the decision of the Board oi 





ar. 

(4) The Governor of Chekiang, Yanz 
Ch’ang-siin, asks sanction to a month's 
congé on the ground of ill-health. He 
describes his constitution as entirely 
broken by the hard service he has uuder- 
gone, although he is but 50 years of age, 
and refers to his repeated applications fu 
leave to retire from official life. He has 
put the Financial Commissioner of the 
province in charge of the ordinary busines: 
of his office, during the period of sick-leave 
he has taken. ; 

Sept. 4th.—(1) A decree directing the 
Governor of Kiangsi to select among ali 
the Prefects of the provincial administra- 
tion, a suitable officer to fill the Prefect- 
ship of Nan-ch’ang Fu (the provincial 
capital), and to appoint Sun Féng-sian: 
(a Censor on promotion) to the vacancy 
thus created, 

(2) A decree appointing Liu Ch’wan-ki 


I flap mu to the post of Grain Comptroller 
of Kianysi and Anhwei. 

(3) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General of 
Chihli, memorializes reporting the Mayis- 
trate of the Sin-lo district for the following 
case of crime committed within his jurisdic- 
tion. On the 31st July last, a courier 
from the Government of Yiinnan, and an- 
other from Hupeh, while on their way 
from their respective provinces with 
memorials and reports, were attacked 
and robbed in the district above-named, 
by seven armed footpads, The two boxes 
of despatches borne by the Yiinnan courier 
were carried off, and the Hupeh box was 
hacked and injured. It is requested tha 
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-a penalty be adjudged to the magistrate 
by the proper Board. Steps are meanwhile 
taken for the apprehension of the robbers, 

Sept. 5th—(1) A decree appointing 
Mao Ch’ang-hi as Chief Examiner for the 
forthcoming examinations at Peking, and 
Ts’ung-k’i (father of the late Empress), 
Yin Chao-yung, and Sii T’ung, as assistant 
Examiners, 

(2) The Governor of Shantung reports 
the completion of the triennial inspection 
of the military forces of the Province, 
which was begun last year by his locum 
tenens. Among the constituent parts of 
the provincial forces mentioned, the bat- 
talion of foreign-drilled troops at Chefoo 
comes in four a meed of approval. But 
infantry and cavalry are declared to have 
shewn themselves proficient in manosuvres, 
and well armed. In the inspection of the 
‘regular forces great care was employed in 
guarding against trickery in the size or 
distancing of the targets used for both 
archery and matchlock practice, and the 
performances of the soldiery were found 
worthy of high commendation, as well in 
target, shield, and spear-practice as in 
posturing, tightrope dancing, and other 
Military exploits. 

Sept. 6th.—(L) A series of decrees, dis- 
tributing among various high officers the 
temporary charge of the appointments held 
‘by the Examiners during the period of the 
Examinations now about to commence. 

(2) A decree, referring for consideration 
the request presented by the Governor of 
Shansi for the remission of a penalty, here- 
.tofore decreed against the Judicial Com- 
missioner of the province, Hing-kw’ei, in 
, consequence of arrears of revenue, charged 
, against him when previously holding office 
.88 a Taotai, which have now been made 
good, : 

,. (8) A decree, awarding memorial boards, 
in token of the Imperial reverence and 
gratitude for divine interposition, as re- 
ported by the Governor of Shansi. Rain 
“has been granted in that province on the 
intercession of the local authorities at the 
‘shrines of the Dragon King and the Spirits 
' of the Five Kinds of Grain. The authorities 
of the Imperial Studio and the Han-lin 
: Yiian are directed to prepare and forward 
the tablets in the usual manner. 

* (4) ‘Ts’ung-shih, Acting Military Go- 
‘vernor of Shéng-king (or Féng-t’ien) 
‘Memorializes, presenting the plan of reform 
' for the civil administration of the province, 
‘Which he has drawn up in obedience to 
‘Imperial commands, Since entering on 
his present duti-s, he has repeatedly 
-Tecsived injunctions to louse no time 
in devising measures for the removal 
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of the abuses which have grown to 
such vast proportions in the government 
of Féng-tien ; and on the 4th of August 
last he received a Council despatch for- 
warding a decree, in which the existing 
state of affairs is traced to the clashing of 
views between the Military and the Civil 
Governors under the system hitherto in 
force. He now prefaces his report with 
observations to the effect, that he has 
taken counsel with all the principal officials 
under his jurisdiction, among whom those 
who are imbued with high principle are 
eager for reform, whilst the men who are 
actuated by selfish aims naturally evince 
doubt and cbstructiveness ; but that, to 
allowing himself to be influenced by 
gratuitous opinions, he prefers the bolder 
course of decision on the facts before him ; 
and, by aiming (as Ch’éng T'sze says) to 
achieve the right by means of genuine 
endeavours, he has been able to frame an 
outline of what is required. The diffi- 
culty is not, he continues, to set improve- 
ments on foot; the real difficulty is the 
getting rid of abuses; and furthermore, 
abuses which take their rise among the 
conmmonalty are easy of extirpation ; it is 
the abuses which have their origin in high 
quarters that are hard to deal with. It 
follows, therefore, that in order to reform 
the official administration, it is absolutely 
necessary to begin at the top of the tree, 
After referring to the fact that many 
changes in the official system of the Pro- 
vince have been sanctioned since the found- 
ation of the present dynasty—to the import- 
ance attaching to Moukden as the twin- 
capital of the Empire, and to the desirability, 
whilst retaining in name the present 
system of administration under five Boards 
(see note below), of placing the chief 
administrators on a footing similar to that 
of Governors-General and Governors, in 
order to concentrate authority with due 
effect, he proceeds to unfold his plan 
categorically as follows : 

(1) The misgovernment of the province 
is traceable in great measure to the fact 
that the tsiang-kiin or Military Governor 
has no control over the district authorities, 
the influence which that officer tacitly 
exercised, in early d .ys, over the five Boards 
having gradually disappeared, in propor- 
tion as the prestige of the office has 
declined ; the power of the Boards becom- 
ing consequently enhanced. Authority 
has more and more tended to concentrate 
itself in the hands of the Governor-Adjoint, 
filling this post ex officio as head of the 
Board of Revenue at Moukden. Among 
other inconveniences attaching to the 
present state of affuirs, is that of the conduct 
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of business on the part of the Military 
Governor after the Peking fashion, that is 
to say, keeping his seal of office at the place 
where ofticial business is transacted (uot 
athisown residence). As a consequence 
of this, every document passes through 
a multitude of hands, and secresy is render- 
ed impossible. Ts’ung-shih himself has 
obviated this difficulty, through having 
brought with him anumber of papers already 
stamped before he left Peking with his seal as 
President of the Board of Punishments, 
so that he is able to seal up and send off 
documents with his own hands, and thus 
to defeat attempts at spying. What he 
now proposes is that the tsiang-kiin-ship of 
Shéng-king shall be converted by Decree 
into an office equivalent to that of Gover- 
nor-General (tsung-tuh) in any of the other 
parts of the Empire, with a title specify- 
ing that the incumbent is director-in-chief 
of the Boards of War and Punishments, 
and joint-supervisor of the Civil Govern- 
ment of the province. As in the case of 
Governors-General elsewhere, he should 
have the title ex-officio of President of 
the Board of War, and his seal should 
specifically declare him to be Governor- 
General of the Manchu and Chinese 
population of the province, and comp- 
troller of the revenue and army supplies. 

(2) The Fu Yin, or Civil Governor of 
the province, under the existing system, 
should be the actual head of the Civil 
Service and of the administration of jus- 
tice, aided when necessiry by the Kien- 
Yin or Governor-Adjoint. As of late 
years the Chinese population has grown 
to outnumber the Manchu, the administra- 
tion of justice has become greatly compli- 
cated, in particular by the intervention of 
the Revenue and Criminal Boards. Having 
no one head to lo look to, the lower 
authorities have come to vie with each 
other in corrupt practices, each additional 
department that exercises superior juris- 
diction giving the more ground for exaction 
and extortion. Thus, for instance, if a 
plaintiff? lodges his action before the 
Civil Governor, the accused person will 
enter a plaint on his side before the Board 
of Punishments ; and the secretaries of the 
Boards, in defiance of the regulations, 
assume to themselves the right of receiving 
plaints and hearing cases anywhere. The 
presiding oflicers in the courts allow them- 
selves to be unjustly influenced, and their 
underlings follow suit with acts of villany. 
Cases remain pending indefinitely—sum- 
monses are disreyarded—the parties im- 
plicated in charges of murder or robbery are 
left to rot in jail for ten or perhaps twenty 
years without means of redress; whilst 
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even greater still are the oppressions prac 
tised on the victims of false charges ct 
attempts at extortion. It is a constan 
practice to delay inquests, sometimes for 
months, as a means of extorting squeezes. 
The remedy proposed is the erection «' 
the office of Fu Yin or Civil Governor ints 
an equivalent of that of Sin Fu, ct 
Governor in the eighteen Provinces. 

(3) Reform in the manner of conductine 
the affairs of the five Boards at Moukda 
is next suggested. The Board of Revenv: 
should confine itself to its proper duties 
and no longer exercise control over tl: 
civil service ; and the Board of Punish. 
ments be restricted from meddling in 
affairs of litigation, confining itself to the 
same Class of cases, viz. criminal proceed: 
ings above a certain degree of gravity, a 
are brought before the Board of Punish 
ments at Peking. The duties of the Board: 
of Works and Ceremonies principally 
concern the Imperial mausolea; whilx 
those of the Board of War consist merelt 
in the supervision of the courier-service. 
Simple as these functions are, they hav 
been grossly neglected, as despatches it 
course of transmission have been system 
atically tampered with, the most cur 
fidentially and doubly-sealed communic- 
tions being opened en route, and ordinary 
mails delayed and lost in the mw: 
scandalous manner. 

(4) The fact is noted that the numberc! 
superior officials in the province is exces 
sive, and that of lower authorities too fer, 
as one of the causes of maladministration. 
It is consequently proposed that an offic: 
of the rank of Taotai shall be establiste: ; 
at Moukden, as a link between the high 
authorities and the district officials. 

(5) The next subject requiring attention 
is the position of the District Mayistrat« 
vis-a-vis their military colleagues, tle 
Cl’éng showy or Commandants, lL 
all cases of litigation between Chines 
and Manchus, the two functionari# 
should, by regulation, act togethe. 
They are bound to write jointly whe 
addressing the military Governor, bu 
the magistrate, reports singly to the 
Civil Governor. This joint authority ani 
divided responsibility give rise to endles 
complications and abuses, examples ¢ 
which are given ; and it is now proposed 
to concentrate all civil jurisdiction in th 
hands of the District Magistrate alone. 45 
regards the Commandants, who are ay 
pointed from among the Imperial kindre 
(tsung-shih) and who take rank with Tae 
tais and Prefects, it is requested — ths: 
such appointments shall henceforward be: 
made only after careful investigation 02 







‘the part of the Military Governor into 
‘the official qualifications of candidates for 
the posts. 

- (6) The important subject of pay is next 
dealt with. It is no recent matter that 
-bribery and corruption have openly flour- 
ished in Féng-t’ien, and this, not so much 
because the officials are greedy and un- 
:scrupulous as in consequence of absolute 
want. For instance, although the salary 
(Yang-lien) of the military Governor is 
nominally issued at 8/l0ths of its full 
amount, yet, as the exchequer notes 
realize only 25 per cent. of their nominal 
value, he receives, even with the addi- 
tional allowance of 1/10th in money, only 
some Tis. 500 and odd on account of his 
regulation salary of Tls. 2,000 per annum. 
The Civil Governor and his Deputy, hav- 
-ing to submit to a deduction of 4/10ths. 
from their pay, receive only about Tis. 200 
apiece. It is not to be supposed that out 
of such sums the conduct of public busi- 
ness can be provided for; and there is no 


help for it but to take payments under 


one name or another from the lower 

authorities, as, for instance, presents on 

festivals and birthdays, and assessments 
per mensem for current expenses. What 

the lower authorities have thus to provide 

they must gather in from the people; and 
dishonourable conduct on the part of the 

‘officials reaches its extreme in the license 
conceded to the underlings with whom 

illicit gains are shared, whilst the effect of 

auch examples produced among the people 
_shews itself in acts of murder and robbery 
with violence. Towards a redress of these 

abuses it is proposed that the Military 

Governor shall be assigned a salary of T's. 

18,000, being the minimum enjoyed by 

Governors-General, and to the Civil 

Governor a salary of Tis. 12,000, similarly 

proportioned to that of other provincial 

Governors, As, in the present times of 

financial exigency, the full amounts cannot 

be paid, it is proposed that not less than 

Tls, 8,000 and Tls. 6,000 respectively shall 

bepaidinactualmoney. Of the assessments 

on the civil service heretofore imposed, it 

is proposed to allow only a sum of about 

Tis. 4,000 to continue payable, which is to 

pose for current official expenses. The 

eputy Governor should be provided with 

a salary of at the least Tle. 2,000 ; and it is 

requested that these amounts as above 

stated may be issued from the collectorate 

of the Maritime Customs as part of the 

regulation payments from that branch of 

revenue, Further propositions are mide 

for improving the pay of the Literary 

Chancellor and the military authorities. 

It is requested, in conclusion, that the 
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present scheme of reform be remitted to 
the Council of Princes, Ministers, and 
Presidents of the Boards for deliberation. 


[Note. The three provinces of Man- 
churia, consisting in Féng-t’ien, or Shéng- 
king as it is commonly called, in which 
the port of Newchwang is situated; 
Kirin, and Heh-lung Kiang or Tsitsihar, 
constitute the Z'ung San Shéng or Three 
Eastern Provinces, over and above the 
“eighteen” of which the Empire or 
China Proper is composed. Unlike the 
chih-shéng, or provinces directly governed 
from Peking, the provinces comprising 
the area of the Manchurian home of the 
present dynasty have hitherto been organ- 
ized on a military rather than a civilian 
basis, and the decay of this military organ- 
ization has culminated in the abuses 
which have at length led to the recent 
searching enquiry at Shéng King (Mouk- 
den). Each of the ‘‘Six Boards” at 
Peking has its representative at Moukden, 
with exception of the Li Pu or Board of 
Civil Office ; the Vice-President of the 
Board of Revenue being at the same time 
the virtual Governor of the Province in 
civil matters, as Kien Yin or Governor- 
Adjoint. The appointment of T’sung-shih 
as Imperial Commissioner was made on 
the death of the late Military Governor, 
Tu-hing-ah, a few months ago; and his 
functions were initiated by the impeach- 
ment and degradation of the Governor- 
Adjoint and a number of other officials.] 

Sept. 7th.—A decree. Let the expect-— 
ant Vice-President Kwoh Sung-tao, and 
the expectant Taotai Hii K’ien-shén, of the 
staff of the Province of Chilli, invested 
with the button of the second rank, 
having been appointed as Envoys Ex- 
traordinary on a mission to England, con- 
fer as may be needful with Li Hung-chang 
respecting the selection and appointment 
of the staff of officials and Chinese inter- 
preters whom they should take as their 
suite. (N.B. The above is the first mention 
in the Gazette of the mission to England, 
which it is understood was decreed at 
about the end of last month. See decree 
relieving Kwoh Sung-tao of his functions 
as Judicial Commissioner of Fulkien in 
Gazette of Aug. 28th.) 

The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 
occupied with the latter half of the long 
memorial translated under the heading of 
the previous day. . 

Sept. 8th.—(1) A Decree appointing the 
Imperial Prince Tsai-yung to the temporary 
command of one of the Manchu Banners, 
during the absence of the Prince of Tun 
at the Imperial Mausolea. 
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(2) Tsény Kwoh-ts’tian, Governor-General 
of the Yellow River, memorializes eulo- 
gizing the lately deceased Governor of 
Honan, Ts’ien Ting-ming, whose services 
during the rebellion he warmly extuls. It 
was in great measure owing to his personal 
intercession, as a native of Kiangsu, that 
Tséng Kwoh-fan was induced to transfer 
the scene of active operations against the 
Taipings from the upper course of the 
Yangtsze to the country between Shang- 
hai and Soochow, the importance of 
clearing which from rebel occupancy was 
strongly urged by Ts’ien in a visit which he 
paid to Tséng at his head-quarters at An- 
k’ing, in proceeding to which place by 
steamer Ts’ien intrepidly forced his way 
past the innumerable batteries of the rebels. 
After assisting Li Hung-chang in Kiangsu, 
he subsequently rendered him equally 
valuable services in his campaign against 
the Nien-fei ; and subsequently as Governor 
of Honan he laboured with great success 
toward bringing the finances and civil and 
military administration of the Province into 
order.—A rescript has already appeared, 
directing that the biography of the deceased 
Governor be enrolled in the State annals, 

Sept. 9th.—(Court Circular.) Chang Yoh- 
ling, the newly appointed Judicial Com- 
missioner for Fuhkien, had audience 
before departure for-his post. 

The themes for the Examinations which 
began yesterday, are published. 

(1 and 2) Decrees in reply to memorials 
by King-twan, Brigadier General of the 
Ma-lan command, and by Tsai-ts’ien and 
his colleagues, the Guardians of the Mau- 
solea, applying for funds required during 
the approaching Imperial obsequies. The 
Provincial Government of Chihli is re- 
quired to provide at once Tls. 12,000 and 
ls. 10,000 respectively for the above 
applieants. 

(3) The Governor of Shantung memori- 
alizes reporting a case of accidental matri- 
cide. A man named Li Wén-i, living with 
his mother in the Lan-shan district, went 
on the 21st November last to the house of 
his younger brother to borrow a mealing- 
stone, the loan of which was refused. An 
altercation ensued, in the course of which 
the younger brother threw astone at Li 
Wén-i and struck him on the temple. 
Angered at this, he snatched up a night- 
watchman’s pike which was standing in 
the yard and ran after his brother with 
this weapon ; but by mischance, his mother 
coming out on hearing the noise and 
catching hold of the younger brother to 
stop the fight, he accidentally stabbed her 
in the abdomen, and she died of the 
wound on the following day. Haying been 
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brought to trial, Li Wén-i is sentenced t: 
death by Ling-ch’th, but, as the law pre- 
vides, in confurmity with the two prece- 
dents quoted in the supplementary enact- 
ments, reference has to be made to th: 
Throne before execution, the murder bein; 
one of accidental origin. It is further 
noted that the gravity of the case remove: 
it from the category of crimes affected bs 
the Act of Grace of the 23rd December 
and 26th February last. 

Sept. 10th.—(1) A Decree in reply tos 
memorial from the Court of Censorate. 
reporting that a literary graduate of th: 
province of Honan, who had presentei 
an address to the Throne for trans. 
mission, which was found to contain 
much that was contrary to all order. 
had made his escape while in charge oi 
a police official who was conveying him 
to a place of safe-keeping. The arrest o 
the guilty scholar, whether at Peking or 
in his native district, is decreed ; and the 
police official is handed over to the Boari 
for award of the penalty he has incurred. 

(2) A Decree appointing Kw’ei-ling tc 
the control of Wu Pei-Yiian (the depar- 
ment having the custody of the Imperis. 
horse-trappings and military insignia), «: 
which the Prince of Tun is relieved. 

(3) The Governor of Kweichow reporu 
having received a despatch from th 
Governor of Yiinnan, notifying to him the 
arrival in that province of the tribute 
envoys from Burmah, and their passage 
forward under the escort of proper officers 
On receipt of this notice, the Governor 
had issued orders to have coolies aud 
baggage-animals in readiness, fodder, &.. 
prepared, and other preparations made, 
beside which he sent an expectant Taoiai 
named Wu Si-shén, to the Yiinnan ané 
Kweichow border to await the expected 
arrivals, On the Ist of May last the 
Burmese envoys, of whom the chief i 
named Chih-yeh-t’o-ki-mén-lah-mén-tien- 
tsu-su, and the assistants No-yeh-t’a-tsu- 
su and No-yeh-t’a-kio-kung, bearing with 
reverence the Address (from the King o 
Burmah) to the Throne, and bringing with 
them articles of tribute and seven trained 
elephants, crossed the frontier into Kwei- 
chow, and they arrived on the 17th of the 
same month at the provincial capital 
The Governor hereupon directed his chie/ 
subordinates to summon the envoys to hi 
residence, where, attended by the mem- 
bers of the provincial government, he 
conferred donations upon them on 1 
liberal scale, and compassionately desired 
them to take repose for a while. Thes 
proceeded on their journey on _ the 
24th May, duly escorted from stage t: 
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stage, and on the 5th June they passed out 
of Kweichow into Hunan, their journey 
having been safe and comfortable through- 
out, without obstruction or delay at any 
point. 

(4) In a memorial similar to the fore- 
going, the Governor of Hunan reports the 
entry of the Burmese tribute-envoys into 
the province of Hunan, with their articles 
of tribute and seven elephants, on the 6th 
of June. On receipt of a communication 
from the Governor of Yiinnan, due pre- 
.paration had already been made for their 
reception, including repairs to bridges and 
roads along the line of their journey. In 
‘consequence of communications from 
-Hupeh, respecting the flooded state of a 
certain district in that province, the 
direction the party are to take has been 
changed to a more favourable route than 
-that of the regular post road. On the 
10th of July they passed out of Hunan 
into Hupeh, 

_ Sept. 11th.—The Governor-Adjoint and 
-Governor of Shun-t’ien Fu memorialize 
_ With reference to a case of illegal action 
_on the part of a scion of the imperial 
lineage, a titular fu-kwoh tsiang-kiin or 
-noble of the tenth rank, named Tsai-kw’én, 
“who has laid claim to the possession of 
2,230 mow of land to the west of Peking, 
.the tenants of which he has forcibly 
ejected, beside carrying off two of their 
-number and placing them in confinement 
at Cho-chow. It appears that a lawsuit 
.took place in 1872 with reference to this 
-land, to which claim was laid by another 
_ tsung-shih, at which time, the claimant 
_ having no documentary proof to allege, 
_the Board of Revenue gave judgment 
, declaring the land to be appropriated to 
, the State. A decree is solicited referring 
, the present offence for adjudication by the 
, Imperial Clan Court and the Board of 
. Punishments. —Granted by rescript already 
.. published. 
_ Sept. 12th.—The themes for the second 
period of the pending examinations are 
; published. 
. (1) Ts’ung-shih, acting Military Governor 
, of Shéng-king, and his judicial colleagues, 
:Memorialize reporting the proceedings 
. taken with reference to the robbery of a 
; French missionary whilst travelling last 
, Winter in the direction of Newchwang. It 
, Was reported in January last by the Tao- 
,, ‘ai at that port that a French missionary 
. had been stopped and plundered by high- 
” Way robbers on the 22nd December, 1874, 
*, at a place in the Kwang-ning district ; 
‘ and on the 2ist February, the late Military 
, Governor memorialized the Throne de- 
y BOuncing for their negligence, in allowing 
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the robbery to occur, the civil and military 
officers of the district. It was requested 
that they might be in the first instance 
deprived of their official buttons, and that 
three months be allowed them for the arrest 
of the robbers, failing which they should 
be denounced for severe punishment. 
On the 12th of March a rescript of assent 
was received, and instructions were issued 
accordingly. On the 15th April a report 
was received frum two officials concerned, 
stating that on the 13th and 24th of 
March they had apprehended two of the 
ringleaders of the gang of robbers, and 
three of their followers. On the 16th 
April, report was received from the Taotai 
stating that on the 2nd March another of 
the ringleaders had been captured, and a 
aix-barrelei revolver recovered, In all, 
ten out of the band of fourteen robbers 
have been caught, at different places, 
within the specified limit of time, and 
they have all been executed, their heads 
being furthermore exposed at the scene of . 
the robbery. The revolver has been re- 
turned to its owner; and as upwards of half 
of the perpetrators of the robbery on the 
French missionary have now been captured 
and dealt with according to law, it is re- 
quested that the penalties heretofore de- 
nounced against the offending officials may 
be remitted. Steps are meanwhile to be 
taken for the capture of the remaining 
offenders. —Granted by rescript. 

(2) In a further memorial, T’sung-shih 
applies for rewards in the shape of an 
additional step of rank on behalf of three 
Secretaries of the Board of Punishments 
who accompanied him on his mission of 
enquiry to Shéngking ; the exceptional 
amount of labour they have performed 
justifying, he submits, a departure from 
the rule which in ordinary cases debars 
officials serving under similar circumstances 
from recommendation.—Granted by re- 
acript. 

Sept. 13th.—(Court Circular), The 
Judicial Commissioner of Kwangtuag, 
Chow Héng-k’i, had audience. 

(1) A Decree. The Board of Civil Office 
having reported, in obedience to the com- 
mands received, the penalties that should 
be awarded, let Ying-han, late Governor- 
General of the Two Kwang, the Taotai 
Yii-kéng, the expectant - Taotai Wén 
Sing-jui, and the expectant-Magistrate 
Ch’én Shu-shén, be all, as the Board 
decides, stripped of their official rank. 

(2) A Decree assenting to the request 
preferred by the Imperial Commissioner 
Shén Pao-chéng and his colleagues, for . 
permission to General Lo Ta-ch’un, lately 
commanding in Formosa, to retire from the 
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service on the ground of increasing ill- 
health. 

(3) A Decree ordering perquisitions to 
be made at the homes of suudry district 
magistrates, who are denounced by the 
Governor of Shantung for deficiencies in 
their public accounts, which have not been 
made good. ‘The delinquents are stripped 
of their rank and ordered to be brought to 
trial, together with their respective clerks 
and underlings. ; 

(4) The Censor Yiian Ch’éng-yeh, in his 
capacity as supervisor of one of the 
Granaries, memorializes denouncing the 
Manchu and Chinese Superintendents of 
the establishment for neglect of duty. 
Orders having been given by the 
Board of Revenue for the issue of piculs 
19,364.9.7.4.6.2, by way of rations to 
the soldiery of two of the Banners, great 
delay took place in the execution of this 
order; and on the Censor visiting the 
Granary on the 24th and 25th of last 
month, he found some 3,000 piculs of rice, 
lying exposed in sacks in the yard, no 
superintendent present, and the proper 
recipients complaining that they had been 
kept fruitlessly waiting for days for the 
‘issue of their allowance. The rule is that 
the two Superintendents should be on duty 
alternately, day and night, and their pun- 
ishment for neglect of this rule is asked for. 
—Rescript removing the Superintendents 
has already appeared. 

(5) K’ing-lin, Superintendent of the 
Imperial manufacturing department at 
Nanking, reports the expenditure he has 
incurred on accountof the ornaments, &c., 
which were ordered for the celebration of 
the Empress mother’s brithday in Novem- 
ber last. Among the articles ordered were 
seta of hair-pins and head-ornaments in 
green and in white jadestone, scented 
woods, embroideries, &c. ; and the Board 
of Revenue has lately written refusing 
sanction to the expenditure incurred on 
account of the jadestone ornaments and 
scented woods, no precedent for which 
ison record. The Board further objects 
to the scale of charges for the embroideries, 
and requires fresh bills to be made out ; 
in accordance with the prescribed rates of 
payment. The Superintendent represents 
that he was imperatively commanded, 
in the Decree received, to furnish the 
articles now objected to, and he had no 
resource but to purchase in the open 
market at the most reasonable price he 
could arrive at. The cost of materials and 
labour in the case.of the head ornaments 
was Tis. 16,719.9, and of scented woods 
Tis, 12,517.2.0.3, although, owing to 
scarcity of supplies, he was not able to 
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furnish the full quantities which had bee: 
ordered in either respect. For embroidere: 
crapes the outlay was Tis. 47,835.3.0.0 5. 
and for cloth-of-gold Tls. 6,812.3. It i: 
requested that the above amounts be dul: 
sanctioned.—Referred by rescript to th: 
Board of Revenue. 
Sept. 14th.—(!) A Decree appointin: 
Brigadier-General T’ang Ting-kw'ei. 
jES: from the command of. th: 


Chéng-ting division in Chihli, to be com. 
mander-in-chief of the land forces of Fub- 
kien, and naming Wu Ch’ang-k’ing as his 
successor in the above-named port. 

(2) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General ¢i 
Chihli, memorializes reporting the arrival, 
on the 14th August, of the Burmese 
tribute-envoys, notice of whose coming 
had been previously received from th: 
Governor of Yiinnan, within the limits cf 
the province of Chihli. The elephant: 
they have brought with them are ati 
behind. Orders have been given to th: 
principal authorities at the provincial 
capital to bestow entertainment and 
gratuities on the envoys on their arrival 
there, and to forward them in due course 
on their journey. (N. B.—The tribute: 
mission reached Peking about the 10t: 
September.) 

Sept. 15th.—(1) A Decree with reference 
to the road which it will be necessary t: 
construct for the conveyance of the coffin: 
of their deceased Majesties to the mausoles 
in the course of next month. No donb 
is entertained that to whatever extent it 
may be necessary to rely upon the services 
of the people in executing this work, the 
utmost alacrity will be shewn in coming 
forward for the display of their feelings 
of love and gratitude. The provincial 
authorities are at the same time enjoined 
to guard against any oppressive exactions. 

(2) A Decree exempting the Superin- 
tendent of the Ch’ang-lu Salt Gabelle frow 
theduty incumbent upon him by regulation, 
of presenting ingots of silver and supplies 
of silks and satins on the occasion of the 
impending obsequies. 

(3) A decree, awarding penalties to the 
officials responsible for the escape of 4 
prisoner under sentence of death by strang- 
ling, who is reported by the Board of Pun- 
ishments to have succeeded in getting out 
of his place of confinement on the 14th 
inst., and who has not been recaptured. 

(4) The Manchu Commander-in-Chief at 
Canton, Ch’ang-shan, and his Lieutenant: 
General, Kwoh-leh-min, memorialise, de 
nouncing the officials in the suite of the 
Governor-General, Ying-han. Ch’ang-shan 
and his colleague declare that, confinin: 
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themselves, as a rule, to their military 


- duties, they are not in the habit of meddling 
with the affairs of the Civil Government, 


not feel at liberty to remain silent. 


but under existing circumstances they do 
The 


- Governor-General, Ying-han, they repre- 


sent, has brought with him a number of 


_ the civil and military officers who have 
' recommended themselves to his confidence 


by their willingness and activity in his 


- service during his campaigns in An-hwei ; 
: and chief among these is a Taotai, named 
. Yii-kéng, who acted as his principal sec- 
. retary in An-hwei, where this officer was 
- notorious for his greed and unscrupulous- 


ness. The same functions have been con- 


. fided to him by Ying-han in his new post, 
- where the control of all matters, great and 
' small, affecting either Chinese or Foreign 


. affairs, has been left in his hands. 


All 


~ reports from subordinate authorities were 
' conveyed to the Governor-General through 


. General’s yamén 


. this channel; and on his return at the 


end of each day from the Governor- 
to his lodgings, the 
street was blocked up until far into 


the night, by the sedans and mounted 
‘ attendants of his visitors, 


Although 


. there may be no actual proof of his having 
" accepted bribes and worked forhis own ends, 
" yet it is plain to all that he has engrossed 
, undue authority and assumed a wholly 








~~ 


unwarranted position. Ch’ang-shan having 


” observed on one occasion to the Governor- 


General that invidious remarks could not 
fail to be excited with reference to the Tao- 
tai’s lodging outside the yamén, Ying-han 
replied that the officer in question was a 
man of the utmost integrity, and that he 


* would answer for it that no harm should 


: ensue, 


Like Lu-k’i, therefore (the ill- 


* famed minister of the T’ang dynasty), he 


deserves to be called iniquitous in very 


‘ fact, for failing to discover the workers of 


' iniquity. 


Pi dal alec 


In addition to this, a bevy of 
Generals, Colonels, Taotais, and Prefects 
have followed the Governor-General from 
his old to his new post, and for their main- 
tenance Ying-han has called upon the Coast 
Defence Office to issue salaries to them on 
public account. A scheme has further 
been arranged, on the pretext of contribu- 
ting to the funds for coast defence, to 


’ ye-establish the Wei Sing gambling lotteries, 


in defiance of Imperial commands. Still 


' further, although the city of Canton is 


not a camp, the Governor-General has 
surrounded himself with a staff of adjutants 
and orderly officers, and a body-guard 
numbering upwards of two hundred men, 
to no other end but that of troubling the 
popular mind. The provincial force, 
Placed specially under his command, 
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is wholly ignored. All these intruders, 
moreover, coming with a whole train of 
kith and kin, have to be provided for, and 
their extravagant tendencies ministered to, 
out of the provincial resources. No military 
necessities exist at present in Kwangtung, 
and all matters relating to coast defence 
have for some time past been vested in 
the hands of the General Administrative 
Board. The Governor-General, however, 
without the least occasion, has established 
a special office, which he has furnished 
with a seal, and placed under the direction 
of officers delegated for the purpose ; and 
has, moreover, entitled it the Board of 
Military Supplies. Great discontent las 
been aroused by these proceedings, and the 
situation is a most critical one. A decree 
is consequently svlicited, which shall call 
upon Ying-han to send back to An-hwei 
the whole of the staff of officials and guards 
whom he has brought with him thence. 

(5 and 6) Two memorials from the 
Governor of Kwangtung, (hang Chao-tung, 
in tenor similar to the foregoing. 

(7) A supplementary memorial from 
Chang Chao-tung, exposing the irregularity 
of the conduct of the Governor-General, 
Ying-han, in setting on foot the ‘ Coast 
Defence Office,” which he established in 
July last, and for the expenses of which 
he caused a sum of Tls. 20,000 to be paid 
in from the provincial treasuries. He 
further gave orders for the issue from this 
office of salaries and allowances to the 
retainers he has brought with him from 
An-hwei. 

(See Decree, in Gazette of 2nd instant, 
disgracing and removing Ying-han froin 
his post.) 

Sept. 16th.—(Court Circular). The 
Prince of Ch’un had audience. 

(1) A decree in reply to a memorial by 
Ts’ung-shih, acting Military Governor of 
Shéng-king, who has reported that mem- 
bers of the Imperial lineage in different 
parts of Manchuria, and other Bannermen, 
contribute toward defeating the ends of 
justice by harbouring brigands and giving 
them aid and comfort. It is decreed that 
in any case of offences of this nature, 
punishment shall be inflicted with entire 
impartiality. 

(2) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General of 
Chihli, reports that for some time past 
efforts have been maintained toward the 
breaking up of a gang of highwaymen who 
have infested the southern roads of the 
province, under the leadership of one 
Koh Loh-li, who since 1856 has indulged 
in a career of desperate crime. Since last 
year some ten or fifteen of the band have 
been apprehended by the special force 
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detailed for this purpose, and have been 
put to death ; and in the course of last 
mouth the leader himself was inveigled to 
a certain point where he fell into the hands 
of the authorities, although not until after 
a violent resistance. His aduptive son was 
captured at the same time with him, and 
they were executed simultaneously. Re- 
wards are besought on behalf of the 
officers who have distinguished themselves 
in this matter. 

Sept. 17th.—(1) A decree referring to 
the charge recently brought by the Censor 
Yiian Ch’éng-yeh against the Superintend- 
ent of one of the granaries, for neglect 
of duty and absence from his post. ‘The 
inculpated official has explained that his 
absence was occasioned by a sudden 
choleraic attack, and he is allowed to 
return to his post ; but he is censured for 
having failed to obtain leave of absence, 
and the Board is directed to inflict the 
proper penalty. 

(2) The Court of Censorate forwards 
an appeal lodged by a Buddhist nun from 
Hanyang in Hupeh (adjoining Hankow), 
named Chang Show-i, stating that she is 
66 years of age, and lives as a nun in the 
Hiian Shéng Tien temple at Hankow. Two 
other females lived there with her in the 
same character, having been received into 
the sisterhood by her spiritual director 
Yang Kwang-yiian. A brother of this 
last named person, named Yang I-kao, is 
accused of having brought to the temple a 
man named Chang Lav-san, nominally to 
look after the property, but in reality to 
carry on an illicit connexion with one of the 
two younger nuns, named Show-che. As 
this woman had something the matter with 
her eyes, Chang Lao-san inveigled her 
into going to a foreign missionary hospital 
pe oni to be treated medically ; where- 


upon they put her to death, and no traces 
of the whereabouts of her remains have 
- been discovered. Fah Shéng, the other 
nun, was also kidnapped away. Appellant 
pontigned the district Magistrate, who 

owever did not deign to take the case in 
hand, and her enemies were emboldened 
into further misdeeds. On the 27th Sept. 
1873 a man named Yii came to ask her 
spiritual director to go to a certain place 
to prescribe for asick person; and on 
reaching the To-pao-lin embankment he 
was thrown into the water and drowned. 
Appellant purchased a coffin and interred 
his remains ; whereupon the people she 
complains against borrowed 70 string of 
cash from her, which they spent, and 
beside this they carried off the whole of 
the altar furniture and split open the 
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wooden images, to extract the gold ani 
silver secreted in their insides, The ress 
she assizus for the alleged mur-ier of th: 
nun Show Che, is that the man Chang wa 
bent upon entering on illicit intercourse 
with the other member of the sisterhood, 
Fah Shéng. As Show Che opposed this, 
she was inveigled into going to the mis. 
sionary hospital, and then made awa 
with. S&ppellant’s complaints on the sp: 
have been ignored, and she has beet 
cruelly beaten at the magistracy. Sl: 
consequently resorts in desperation to th: 
Capital, with her appeal.—Referred by re 
script in the usual manner. 

Sept. 18th.—(1) A decree based upon s 
reportmade by the Governor-General Ying- 
han, respecting the conduct of affairs by 
the Superintendent of Maritime Custom 
(Hoppo) at Canton. The Censor Kun. 
stian having memorialized requesting tha’ 
a special delegate be appointed to act with 
the Hoppo in the control of his office, the 
present report was called for; and the 
Governor-General states that the duties o 
the post are attended to by the Hoppo him 
self,—that they are not entrusted to th: 
hands of underlings—that there are 1 
grounds for charging the persons employed 
with connivance at contraband dealings with 
a view to their own enrichment—and thi 
the outports, both far and near, are placed 
either under the control of official dele 
gates or are managed by underlings, whict 
is in conformity with the regulatiois 
established in the course of the lat 
century. It is requested, therefore, the: 
the regulations hitherto in force be abide 
by.  Itis decreed, hereupon, that the 
existing system be maintained, with due 
precaution at the same time against dis 
honesty and fraud, any indulgence in 
which is to be severely punished. 

2) A decree stripping of their rank 
two Manchu officials in the province of 
Shéng-king, who have been denounced by 
the acting Military Governor Ts’ung-shil 
for wilful delay in the transmission of cer 
tain articles of tribute from Ovrea, which 
it was their duty to forward. 

(3) The Acting-Governor of Honan re 
ports the conclusion of the trial of a native 
of the province, named Sii Ch’un-ying, 
who was taken into custody in April ls: 
year for the offence of presenting a sup 
plication to his late Majesty by the rosd- 
side, during the Imperial progress to the 
Mausolea. The accusation he laid, charge! 
@ man named Wu Sze-siu with having 
beaten his elder brother and driven him 
to commit suicide. The facts of the case, 
as elicited at the trial which has now been 
held, are these: The deceased ma, 
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Sti Yun-ying, a carpenter by trade, was a 
friend of the accused person, Wu Sze-siu, 
who earned his livelihood as a seller of 
roundnuts. Si Yung-ying had given 
u Sze-siu and his two sons three ground- 
nut baskets to sell on his account ; and as 
‘no readymoney purchaser was to be found, 
‘the baskets were sold on credit to one 
Jan Hien-si and another, for the sum of 
15,600 cash. Payment being long delayed, 
‘a dispute arose between the man Sii and 
his friends, Sii’s father urging him to 
recover the money, and at length, on the 
‘16th December, 1872, Sii went to Wu Sze- 
siu’s house to insist on an immediate settle- 
“ment. He vowed with tears that he dare 
“not go back to his father without the 
“money. Wu Sze-siu, with the assistance of 
‘a couple of neighbours, sought to comfort 
‘him, and finally kept him at his house 
overnight, as it was already late. Over- 
~come by his feelings of grief, however, Sii 
* Yung-ying went out during the night and 
‘hanged himself from a tree in Wu’s court- 
‘ yard. On the suicide being discovered next 
: morning, every effort was made, but in 
- vain, to resuscitate life ; and on an inquest 
‘being held, the younger brother, erro- 
- neously insisting that the venous dis- 
- colourations of the corpse were marks of 
- blows, accused Wu Sze-siu of having been 
" instrumental in causing the neath of Sii 
* Yung-ying. His complaints at the Maygis- 
‘ tracy not having been successful, he 
~ finally took the course of proceeding as a 
' suppliant to Peking. He is adjudged 
* guilty under the statute in this case made 
» and provided, and the penalty he has 
4 incurred is the infliction of 100 blows and 
* transportation into military servitude on 
“ the nearer frontiers, The person he has 
+ accused, Wu Sze-siu, died during the 
progress of the investigation at the inn 
! where he was detained. His death, it is 
* found, is not attributable to any act of 
> harshness on the part of the people of the 
“inn or others. As the offence committed 
- by Siti Ch’un-ying comes within the scope 
' of the Act of Grace on his Majesty’s acces- 
sion, his punishment is remitted, with 
® the proviso that if he ever offend again, 
+ one degree of severity will be added to the 
* sentence incurred. 
+ — Sept. 19th. —(Court Circular). The Grand 
' Secretary Wéng-siang has applied for a 
* congé of ten days. 
(2) A decree referring for the considera- 
+ tion of the Board of Ceremonies an ap- 
3 plication presented by Wang Ming-lwan, 
! requesting that Hi Shén (the famous 
* scholar of the Han dynasty, who died 
* about A.D. 220), be enrolled un the sacrifi- 
+ cial list of the Temple of Literature. 
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(3) The Acting-Governor of Kiangsi 
solicits a mark of Imperial approbation on 
behalf of a young girl who has distinguished 
herself by her chasta devotedness. The 
subject of this application, daughter of a 
minor official, had been betrothed from 
childhood to the son of a petty military 
officer at Nan-chang. In 1873, the in- 
tended bride having reached the age of 
18, the period of the nuptials was close at 
hand, when the bridgegroom fell ill and 
died. His bereaved spouse, bitterly weep- 
ing when the news of his decease was 
brought to her, vowed that she would 
follow him to the grave. She attempted 
suicide by hanging and by taking poison, 
but in each case her efforts were frustra- 
ted by timely intervention. She then 
refused all nourishment ; and it was only 
when her parents consented to her enter- 
ing the family of her late betrothed, as his 
unwedded widow, that she was induced to 
accept food. Since entering the household 
of her parents-in-law she has waited upon 
them with the most perfect devotion, and 
has shone as a brilliant exemplar of female 
virtue. In conformity with regulation, 
sanction is requested for the erection of a 
memorial in her honour.—Sanctioned by 
rescript. 

Sept. 20th.—The acting-Governor of 
Honan reports the arrival of the Burmese 
tribute mission within the limits of his 
jurisdiction on the 27th July, entering 
the district of Sin-yeh on their passage 
out of the territory of Hupeh. On the 
14th August they crossed the provincial 
border into Chihli, entering the depart- 
ment of Ts’ze Chow, where they were 
handed over to the charge of the officials 
appointed for their escort by the Governor- 
General Li Hung-chang. The elephants 
accompanying the mission, which were left 
some distance behind, entered the pro- 
vince of Honan on the 8th August, and 
will be duly forwarded on their way. 

Sept. 21st.—(1) The Superintendents of 
the Imperial Customs at the Ts’ung Wén 
(Ha-ta) Gate of Peking memorialize repre- 
senting the causes of deficiency in collection 
of the supplementary fixed amount of 
revenue at the expiry of their year’s 
tenure of office, The result shows that the 
standard regulation amount of duties has 
been obtained in full, but that there is a 
deficiency in the supplementary levy for 
the collection of which they are likewise 
answerable. ‘The causes assigned for the 
falling off in the revenue are the difference 
prevailing in the value of silver between 
Peking and the rest of the Empire, com- 
bined with (or leading to) a great increase 
in the coat of commodities. To these 


causes, which both act prejudicially on 
supply and at the same time check demand, 
must be added the fact that imports from 
foreign countries all pay duty at Tientsin, 
and are exempt by regulation from further 
ayment on their arrival at the Ts’ung 
én Gate. The season, again, has been 
most unfavourable, owing to the excessive 
heat and the heavy rains, which have 
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were in reality unable to pay the amouw' 


adjudged against them, the opium hi: 


been sold and the proceeds passed to th 
credit of the confiscation account. 


year to the 1st September, 1875, 
Tis. 10,768.6.3., together with Tls, 32: 
odd arising from the percentage levied wit! 
the duty on account of weight allowance 


TL: 
total amount of duty collected in th:: 
wa, 


etc. An amount of Tis. 71.7 remains ove: 
from the confiscation account, after payin: 
all rewards according to rule; and tt-| 
above sums have been transmitted to th} 
Board of Revenue, | 

Sept. 22nd—(1) A decree expressing th: ! 
imperial regret on receipt of intelligenc 
of the decease of the Financial Commis; 
sioner of Kwangtung, Tsiin-ta. = Th:, 
customary posthumous honours are decreed. ' 


made the roads almost impassable for 
carts or pack-animals. Under the late 
Superintendents, on representation being 
made of the impossibility of collecting the 
full regulation amount of duty, sanction 
was given by rescript to the payment of so 
much only as could be collected ; but the 
Board of Revenue having now memo- 
rialized requesting that the different 
custom houses be required to make up 





their collections according to rule, and 
not to avail themselves of previous excep- 
tions to regulation, a decree has been 
issued assenting to this proposal, but 
directing that where unavoidable defi- 
ciencies exist, report is to be made of the 
causes at the expiry of the first year of 
oftice on the part of the Superintendents, 
It has now accordingly to be stated that 
in the (Chinese) year from the 13th 
September, 1874, to the Ist September, 
1875, the amount of revenue collected 
under the head of standard regulation was 
Tle. 102,187.5.6.2 ; and under the head of 
supplementary or regulation-excess the 
amount collected was ‘T'ls, 70,428.5.8, 
making a total of ‘Ts, 172,616.1.4 2. 
Whilst the standard regulation amount 
shews no deficiency, the amount collected 
under the second heading is less by 
Tis. 142,348.3.3 than is fixed by regula- 
tion. ‘The total amount obtained, after 
deducting the expenses of collection, has 
been remitted to the Board of Revenue, 
and returns in detail are laid before the 
throne. In winding up the memorial, the 
causes of deficiency are again adverted to, 
including the exception of foreign imports 
from further duty payment. 

(2) In a further memorial, the same high 
officials tender explanations with reference 
to the duty on opium collected at the 
Ts’ung Wéu Gate. The opium duty 
account has always been kept under a 
separate heading, and the amount collected 
separately remitted to the Board. The 
present Superintendents have required 
their subordinates to use the utmost 
diligence toward efficient collection, and 
to impose severe penalties on any traders 
who may be found guilty of attempts at 
evasion of the revenue in this respect. 
Where seizures have been made, on its 
becoming proved that the partiesimplicated 
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(2) A Decree, Let Yang K’ing-lin 


A ES succeed to the vacant post! 


Financial Commissioner of Kwangtung: 


and let Wu Tsau-ch’éng RBA becom: 


his successor as Governor of Shun-t’ie: 
Fu. (N.B. Wu Tsun-ch’éng is at preseu: 
‘ territorial” Taotai at Tientsin). 

(3) The Court of Censorate memorializ: 
reporting that a graduate of the provinc 
of Honan, named Li Chéng-yian, had lait 
certain representations before the Cour: 
for transmission to the Throne. 0: 
perusing these, it was found that they 
consisted merely in wellworn observatiou: 
on the subject of reform of abuses, com- 
prising nothing of practical value, and a: 
the same time marked by sundry expres 
sions of an inadmissible nature. 
the duty of the Court, accordingly, to ac: 
upon the suggestion approved last year. 


| 
| 


It was’ 


aud solicit a Decree rejecting the proftere: . 


counsels, As they were in the act ¢: 
taking this step, however, it was reported 
to them that the individual who ha 
presented the documents in question hai 
taken advantage of a block in the atree: 
traffic to escape from the custody of the 
officer in whose charge he had been placed : 
and while measures are being taken for 
his apprehension, it is requested tha: 
{mperial orders be issued to the Governor 
of Honan to take steps in the same direc- 
tion. (Rescript issued September 10th). 
(4) King-jui, Brigadier-General of th: 
Ma-lan division, memorializes requestin- 
that a sum of Taels 12,000 be suppliec 
to him from the Treasury of Chihli, in 
order to provide for the expenses entailed 
by the approaching Imperial obsequies. 
The Mausolea are situated within his 
command, and the duty of providing 
proper accommodation for their Majesties 
the Empresses and the young Emperor 
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rests upon himself. The sum named above 
-will be required for papering and other- 
‘wise decorating the four temples in which 
their Majesties will be lodged during the 
journey, in conformity with the precedent 
-of 1873, when a similar sum was allowed 
on the occasion of his late Majesty’s visit 
‘to the Mausolea.—Granted by rescript. 


Sept. 23rd.—(1) A decree. 


Ping-lin Ba) Sf Tk succeed to the 
‘vacant post of Taotai at Tientsin. 

Sept. 24th.—(1) A decree in reply to a 

‘memorial from the Board of War with 
reference to the remission of sentences on 
officials under sentence of penal servitude, 
in fulfilment of the Act of Grace pro- 
mulgated on the accession of his Majesty 
to the Throne. 
- (2 and 3) Memorials from the Guardians 
of the Imperial Mausolea, soliciting a 
supply of funds on account of the impend- 
ing obsequies. (See rescripts issued on the 
9th iustant). 

Sept. 25th.—(1) A decree in reply toa 
memorial from Tsai-ts’ien and others 
(guardians of the Imperial Mausolea) 
directing a high officer to inspect certain 
dilapidations in the Mausolea which, the 
memoralists represent, should be im- 
mediately attended to. 


(2) A Decree. Let Shu-lin a Bs go 


to Hangchow as Superintendent of the 
Imperial Manufactory. 

(3) A memorial from Pao Yuan-shén, 
Governor of Shansi, praying that a Memo- 
rial Board with the Imperial Autograph 
may be awarded to the presiding deity of 
a Temple to the Dragon God and the Spirit 
of the five kinds of grain in the Ch’ing- 
shui Ho Sub-prefecture, as a mark of 
gratitude for his readiness in answering 
prayers for rain. (Rescript assenting to 
this already published.) 

Sept. 26th.—Postscript memorial from 
Yih-ai, Lieutenant-General of the Banner 
forces in Kirin, lately sentenced by the 
Board of War to dismissal for incompet- 
ency in the conduct of certain cases, 
reporting that he has taken upon himself to 
retain the seals of office handed to him for 
temporary custody by Yih-yung, the 
Military Governor, who was sentenced to 
military servitude. Memorialist being now 
under sentence of dismissal, should of 
course give up the seals, but as there is no 
high officer in the town of Kirin to whom 
he can deliver them, and the Lieutenant 
Generals on other stations are too far off to 
be removed within a reasonable time, he 
proposes to await the arrival of the Acting 
Military Governor Mu-t’u-shan, who he 
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Let Liu 


hears is on his way to his post, and ma’ 
be shortly expected. 

Sept. 27th—(1) A decree, in answer to 
a memorial from the Governor of Shun- 
tien Fu, sanctioning in accordance with 
the usage of recent years the opening of 
the two winter asylums for the destitute 
poor of Peking at an earlier periord than 
that prescribed by regulation. In addition 
to the regular allowance of 300 piculs of 
millet, a further donation of Tls. 500 is at 
the same time, as usual, bestowed. 

(2) A decree of the two Empresses 
Regent, in reply to a memorial from Ting 
Pao-chéng, Governor of Shantung, who 
has besought their Majesties to abstain 
from accompanying the funeral procession 
of the remains of the late Emperor and 
Empress to their resting place at the 
Mausolea. The advice is not accepted, on 
the ground that the Empresses and the 
young Emperor could in no wise reconcile 
themselves to the uon-performance of such 
a duty. 

(3) A memorial from the Governor- 
General of Sze-ch’wan, reporting the arrest 
and execution of three manufacturers of 
counterfeit cash. 

Sept. 28th.—(Court Circular.) The 
Grand Secretary, Wén-siang, paid his re- 
spects on resumption of his duty. 

(1) A Decree. The Yamén of Foreign 
Affairs has presented a memorial, praying 
a declaration from the Throne, on the 
subject of certain prescriptions in Our 
Decrees, and regarding the conclusions 
arrived at [by the Yamén] in the matter of 
intercourse between the chiefs of the 
principal departments of State and the 
Foreign Ministers residing in the Capital. 
The explanation of the prescriptions that 
apply to the Decrees is perfectly correct, 
As regards intercourse with the chiefs of 
departments, We command that action be 
taken in the manner the Yamén has pro- 

osed, 

(2) The Acting Governor General of the 
Two Kiang provinces, Liu Kw’én-yih, 
memorializes with reference to the pro- 
posed reopening of the Inland Custom- 
houses in the province of Kianysu, orders 
for which had lately been issued at the 
instance of the Board of Revenue, but which 
a careful consideration of the circumstances 
involved, shows to be virtually impossible. 
The facts are these: By the regulations 
heretofore in force, the prescribed amount 
of revenue to be annually collected by 
the Lung-kiang and the Si-sin Custom- 
houses was Tis, 186,983 ; and by the Hu- 
shu Custom-house Tls. 421,151, making 
a total for the three of Tls. 608,134. This 
is the fixed annual amount of revenue 
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prescribed by the regulations; but no 
matter how the collectorate might be con- 
ducted, it was seldom if ever possible to 
come up to this standard of collection ; 
still less to exceed the amonut prescribed. 
The collection of likin, on the contrary, 
in the province of Kiangsu, yields through 
the three head offices at Sovuchow, Shang- 
hai, and Nanking, notwithstanding re- 
peated reductions applied during the last 
few years, a total revenue of something 
more than Tis. 2,000,000, or upwards 
of three times the amount which the 
regulation revenue from the Custom- 
houses would provide. Thus the State 
is no loser, although the Custom-houses 
are closed. Of course, if the Customs’ 
duties could be levied as well as the 
likin, it would be highly advantageous 
from a revenue point of view; but the 
mercantile community, groaning under the 
burden of the likin tax now prevailing, are 
not a day without longing for measures 
with a view to its reduction. Since the 
memorialist acceded (a few months ago) 
to his present office, he has received 
multitudes of petitions from the mercantile 
community, and despite his attempts at 
persuasion, they continue to besieye him 
unintermittingly with their appeals. Public 
opinion would certainly be dissatisfied 
were it now proposed to re-impose the 
inland Customs’ duties over and above the 
likin taxation at present in force ; and, 
although the scheme were by a great effort 
carried into execution, it would merely 
result in killing the goose that lays the 
golden eggs (lit. in draining the pond to 
take a haul of fish), ina manner by no 
means conducive to the recovery of the 
prosperity of the country. Moreover, it 
has to be observed that since the introduc- 
tion of the foreign transit-pass system, it 
has been resorted to by dishonest Chinese 
merchants as a protection to themselves, 
whereby a falling-off has been caused in 
the likin revenue. At the same time it 
must be admitted that men of respecta- 
bility, who are impressed with a regard 
for right principle and for the law, have 
hesitated to enter upon such a pro- 
ceeding. Should, however, the Customs’ 
duties be now additionally imposed, the 
inevitable result must be that the 
mercantile class, unable to bear the 
burden longer, will resort to the most 
desperate extremities, will eagerly buy up 
foreign transit passes and falsely assume 
the character of foreign merchants, thus 
entailing the loss to China of both the 
Customs’ duties and the likin revenue. It 
may be alleged, perhaps, that if the likin 
were abolished, and the collecting stations 
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done away with, so that the Oustoms’’ 
duties should not exceed in amount the’ 
total of the likin collection, the mercantils | 
class would have no complaint to make. Tc} 
this it may be objected that, where both 
sources of revenue alike contribute to the 
necessities of the state, a mere substitutior 
of one for the other would simply be produc- 
tive of both needless confusion, and at the 
same time be unpalatable to the vulgar mind, 
which is invariably disturbed by anything 
of a novel description. Of the likin sta- 
tions, again, many are employed only for 
purposes of surveillance, and to abolish 
any one of them is merely to open the door 
to fraud and evasion. ‘The instance quoted ; 
by the Board of Enquiry, for example— | 
viz., the Custom-house at Kiukiang, where | 
Customs’ duty and likin are collected : 
jointly, a system which it is thought might | 
apply to the inland Custom houses in| 
Kiangsu as well, it is objected that the 
Kiang su Custom-houses are all on interior 
lines of traffic, whereas the Kiukian; 
Custom-house has to deal only with the 
two likin stations immediately above and 
below that port. At Kiukiang, moreover, 
the Native and Foreign tariff duties are 
collected at one and the same office ; and 
in the periodical reports to the ‘Throne, it 
has been more than onee stated that the 
Foreign tariff duties are continually en- 
croaching on the Native! There appears 
to be no reason whatever for establishing 
any analogy between the inland Custom. 
houses and the likin stations, In rejoinder 
to the remark that the Customs’ duties are 
open to audit and control, but that there 
is no check upon the likin collection, it has 
to be stated that, in strict obedience to the 
proposal of the Board of Revenue, half- 
yearly reports of the likin revenue are 
transmitted to the Throne. The likin 
taxation in Kiangsu may be _ heavier 
than that imposed under the Custom- 
house system; but from this the _fol- 
lowing sums have to be provided: For 
the pay of the Banner troops at Pe- 
king, Tis. 60,000 per annum ; subsidy to 
the military forces North of the Yangtaze, 
Tis. 110,000 per mensem ; forthe army 
in Kansuh, Tls. 30,000 per mensem ; and 
in addition to these amounts, contri- 
butions toward the maintenance of the 
drilled forces in Manchuria, the pay of 
officials in the Amoor province the works 
on the Yellow River, and the construction 
of the two Mausolea for the Kmpresses 
Regent as well as of the Mausoleum of his 
Majesty lately deceased. Other amounts 
have likewise to be provided, for the Impe- 
rial manufactories and similar require- 
ments, and lately the sum of Ts, 400,0v0 


125 


has been further appropriated by Decree 
from the same source for the purposes of 
coast defence. On a review of all these 
facts it is requested that the re-opening of 
the inland Custom houses be deferred and 
the likin collectorate be continued in force. 
—Rescript: Let the board of Revenue 
consider and report to Us. 

Sept. 29th. (Court Circular). The Im- 
perial Equipage Department reported the 
arrival of the trained elephants (from 
Burmah.) 

(1) A Deoree sanctioning a reduction in 
the land-tax for the current year‘in the 
districts traversed by the road which will 
be travelled over by the Imperial cortdye 
on the occasion of the approaching obse- 
quies. In the four districts nearer Peking 
the reduction is to the amount of one- 
half ; in those immediately adjacent to the 
Mausolea it is to be seven-tenths. 

(2) A Decree awarding a donation of 
one mace in silver per mow of land to the 
proprietors whose fields border on the line 
of tne Imperial progress toward the Mau- 
solea, in compensation for any damage 
that may be done by trampling down the 
winter wheat-sowing. Payment is to be 
made from the provincial treasury of 
Chihli. 

(8) The Governor of Shantung memoria- 
lizes reporting that on the 4th of August, 
a Liu ch’iuan junk drifted ashore at the 
Shantung Promontory, whereupon the 
Magistrate of the Yung-ch’éng district 
proceeded at once to make enquiries in 
person and has reported the result. He 
found the junk to contain 25 persons, 
wearing their hair bound up in a knot, 
and dressed in round jackets. The 
contents of the vessel consisted only in 
50 bags of paddy, with the necessary equip- 
ment of utensils, and nothing in the shape 
of contraband yzoods was on board. None 
of the’ mariners could speak a word of 
Chinese, but they had among them a man 
who was able to communicate in the writ- 
ten language, and who proved to be the 
junk’s accountant. He stated that they 
had sailed on the 20th July from Pa-Chung 
Shan island with the 50 bags of rice as 
tribute” (for the use of the Court) 
bound for the capital of their country, 
and that, being overtaken by a storm on 
the following day they had lost their reck- 
oning, and had been driven before the 
wind to the spot at which they now found 
themselves. The junk and her equip- 
ment were staunch and in good order, 
and their cargo was intact, neither had 
they been molested or plundered by 
the people of the locality. All their 
provisions were, however, exhausted. They 
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had not ventured to touch any of the rice, 
this being intended for the sovereign’s 
use. They begged that they might be 
sent to Fuochow, whence they could find 
their wayhome. The Governor represents 
that, according to regulation in all cases 
of the kind, the distressed mariners should 
be sent to Peking and thence forwarded to 
their homes ; butas in the present instance 
the junk is sound and well equipped, he 
requests sanction to his having followed a 
inact set in 1872, when a Corean junk 

lown ashore under similar circumstances 
was allowed to return direct to its own 
country. He has sent the Liu-ch’iuan 
vessel accordingly uiider convoy of an 
officer of the Provincial Marine to Shang- 
hai, whence it will be similarly forwarded 
on to Foochow. 

Sept. 30th.—(Court Circular.) The 
Prince of Ch’un had audience of leave on 
his departure for the Mausvlea. 

(1) A Decree, enjoining on the high offi- 
cials concerned the most scrupulous care 
in guarding against all wanton damage to 
property along the line of the forthcoming 
Imperial funeral cortdge, in the way of 
trampling over the land. 

(2) Memorial by the Grand Secretary 
Pao-yiin, Comptroller-in-Chief of the Board 
of Civil Office, and his colleagues, with 
reference to the case of the Governor- 
General of the Two Kwang provinces, 
Yiug-han, in connection with his restora- 
tion of the gambling lotteries at Canton, 
and his shortcomings in the way of 
saddling a large staff of retainers upon the 
Provincial Exchequer, as reported in pre- 
vious memorials from the Governor and the 
Manchu Commander-in-Chief of Kwang- 
tung. For the first offence—viz., that of 
sanctioning the re-establishment of the 
gambling lotteries, which a Decree last 
year had ordered to be abolished in per- 
petuity, without waiting for a reply to the 
application he had addressed to this effect 
to the Throne, he is adjudged to have in- 
curred the penalty of degradation two 
degrees of rank, remaining in his present 
employ ; but on the charge subsequently 
brought forward, he is pronounced guilty 
of disgraceful conduct, and to have in- 
curred accordingly a sentence of entire 
AS ae of rank. (See Gazette of 2nd 
inst. 

Oct. Ist. —This day’s Gazette contains no 
documents of importance. 

Oct. 2nd.—(Court Circular.) King-lien 
paid his respects on his return from 
Urumtsi, and had audience. (N.B.—King- 
lien, a Manchu official of literary antece- 
dents, has lately been displaced at his 
own urgent request, from the supreme 
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command of the army destined to advance 
against Urumtsi and the other possessions 
of Yakub Khan, the Emir of Kashgaria.) 

(1) A Decree, nominating three high 
Manchu officials to proceed to the Eastern 
Mausolea on the 11th instant, and inspect 
the red posts surrounding the Imperial 
tombs. 

(2) The Board of Punishments memori- 
alizes, reporting the escape of a criminal un- 
der sentence of death by strangulation, on 
the night of the 11th September. Taking 
advantage of an opportunity when the 
jailers were off their guard, the prisoner 
wrenched off his fetters and climbed over 
the wall of the prison. The alarm was at 
once given and pursuit instituted, but he 
had made good his escape. On examina- 
tion of the spot next day, it was found that 
the thorn-bushes with which the top of the 
wall is covered had, in fact, been pulled 
out of place, beside which there were 
marks left of the footing made by the pri- 
soner in the act of climbing over. A 
rigorous enquiry is instituted for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining whether any guilty 
connivance is attributable to the jailers, 
and the officials responsible are named in 
order that they be handed over to the 
Board of Civil Office for the adjudication 
of a penalty. : 

(3) The Governor-General, Manchu 
Commander-in-Chief, and Governor of 
Fuhkien, and the Iinperial Commissioner 


‘ for Coast Defence and Foreign Affairs in 


Formosa, Shén Pao-chéng, unite in request- 
ing Imperial sanction to the erection of a 
temple to the God of the Seas at An-p’ing, 
the port of Taiwan, in recognition of the 
protection divinely afforded to the Chinese 
Navy during its recent services on the coast 
of Formosa, and in fulfilment of the popu- 
lar wish to this effect. It is represented 
that, between the months of May and Oc- 
tober, during the prevalence of the 8S. W. 
monsoon, the billows which affront the 
heavens on this coast, rolling in with a 
thunderous sound, which is heard at a dis- 
tance of many miles, even when not agi- 
tated by storms into unusual violence, cause 
access to the roadstead of An-p’ing to be 
suspended on the part of vessels of any 
size or description. When the Imperial 
Commissioner crossed over to Formosa in 
June last year, and required the services 
of a squadron of steam vessels, making 
constant voyages backwards and forwards 
with troops, stores, artillery, and muni- 
tions of every kind, An-p’ing was the 


regular place of landing ; and, on the con-. 


struction of a fort being afterwards under- 
taken at San Kw’én Shén K’ow, the timber, 
bricks, and other requisites for which had 
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to be shipped from the mainland, dis 
embarkation of all these materials waa like 
wise effected at An-p’ing. When boisterow 
weather had prevailed there for days to 
gether, —and to look at the tempestuous sa 
was a heartrending spectacle,—the wava 
became stilled as the vessels approached 
the anchorage, and a calm security pre 
vailed while they discharged their lading 
and set out again on their voyage. Occ 
sions are known on which vessels wer 
obliged to go to sea on important busines 
in stormy weather, and when, the moment 
they got under way, the wind ceased and 
the waves grewatill, The resident populs- 
tion and the seafaring folk alike raised 
their hands on high, in joyful thanksgiving, 
declaring that never had such thing 
happened before, and that truly this wa 
an interposition from the divine power. 
The Imperial Commissioner and the Go- 
vernor of Fuhkien, having themselva 
visited the spot, can speak from personal 
experience ; and the erection of a temple: 
such as the laws provide, in cases wher 


the authorized deities (iE WH) of the seu 


and rivers have shown the power of con- 
ferring actual benefits upon the people, is 
accordingly solicited.—Referred by re 
script for the consideration of the Board o 
Rites. ‘ 
(4) A postscript memorial from Shé 
Pao-chéng with reference to the retirement 
of his military colleague, General Lo Ts 
ch’un, who had contracted fever and 
dysentery during his service in Formosa, 


Oct. 3rd.—(1) A decree with reference 
to the disturbances caused by the r- 
fractory gold-hunters in the region of 
San-sing (on the Sungari river,—see Gazet!: 
of January 27th). The Military Governor 
of Kirin, Mu-t’u-shan, and his colleagues, 
having been commissioned to hold a 
enquiry, have now reported as follows :— 
When the insurgents from the mountain 
range on the east (i.e. near the Russia 
possessions) made an incursion last Feb 
ruary in the direction of San-sing, the 
Lieutenant-general in command ther, 
Shéng-an, failed to send a force at once t 
attack them, and thus caused three posts 
to be captured. The military officers who 
eventually took the field did not advane 
to encounter the insurgents, whose ravage 
they simply encouraged ; whilst the Liev 
tenant-colonel Shwang-fuh and others, in 
charge of frontier posts, winked at the 
mining operations of the gold-hunters, 
from whom they exacted a share of their 
earnings. All these delinquents ar 
stripped of their rank, and ordered to b 
brought to Kirin for trial and punishmen! 
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1a8 the law provides. In a separate 
‘decree, Ch’ang-lin fee is appointed to 
ithe Lieutenant-generalship of San-sing. 

The remainder of to-day’s Gazette is ocou- 
pied with memorials from Wén-che, Super- 
lntandant of the Tmperial manufacturing 
department at Soochow, relating to his 
assumption of office. 


Oct. 4th.—(Court Circular).—The Go- 

:vernor-general of Chihli, Li Hung-chang, 
‘paid his respects on his arrival at Peking, 
‘and had audience. 
' (lt) A decree expressing the Imperial 
‘regrets on receipt of intelligence of the 
decease yesterday of Ts’ung-lun, one of the 
‘Presidents of the Board of Works. The 
deceased Minister, trustworthy and diligent 
in the discharge of his duty, had been ad- 
‘vanced from a post in the household to 
‘various ministerial offices, whence he rose 
'to fill the post of President of the Board 
‘of Works and subsequently of one of the 
‘Comptrollers of the Household. The 
customary funereal honours are decreed 
in his case. (N.B. The deceased Minis- 
ter, who had reached at his death on the 
3rd inat., the age of 84, was a member of 
the Yamén of Foreign Affairs in addition 
to his othor functions, although for many 
‘years past his services have been purely 
nominal. Up to quite recently, however, 
he is reported to have possessed all his 
faculties in a remarkable degree. His 
only important action in connection with 
foreign affairs was his reception of Sir 
John Bowring and Mr. McLane, at Taku, 
in 1854), 

(2) A decree appointing She-tséng (a 
former Hoppo at Canton) to succeed 
Ts’ung-lun as Comptroller of the House- 
hold, 

(3) A decree transferring Kw’ei-ling from 
the presidency of the Court of Censorate 
to that of the Board of Works, and ap- 
pointing King-lien (see Gazette of 2ud 
inst.) as his successor, 

(4) The Governor of Hunan memoria- 
lizes reporting that under the regulations 
newly introduced, the contingent of rice 
for Peking due from the province for the 
year 1874 has been purchased and shipped 
at Shanghai through the China Merchants’ 
Steam Navigation Company. The amounts 
supplied are as follows :— 


Contingent proper, ............ piculs 20,000 
Rations for cargo-boatmen... 230 
Waste-allowance for ,,_... 115 

‘6 forsteamers not stated. 


The shipments were concluded by the 
4th of August. 


Google 


Oct. 5th._—(Court Circular.) The Go- 
vernor-General Li Hung-chang had audi- 
ence. 


(1) The acting Military Governor of 
Shéng-king, Ts’ung-shih, and his colleague, 
Ts’ing-k’ai, memorialize stating the parti- 
culars connected with the delay in trans- 
mission of articles of tribute lately sent 
from Corea. A despatch had been received 
from the Board of Ceremonies, to the effect 
that report had been made by a Corean 
official, named Han Wén-kw’ei, of his 
having delivered the tribute of scented 
woods to the proper officer of the Govern- 
ment of Shéng-king on the 6th June last, 
but notwithstanding this, upwards of two 
months elapsed without any sign of deli- 
very of the packages at Peking. It was 
not until the 29th July that a Manchu 
officer from Shéng-king, named En-féng, 
made his appearance at the Board, and 
reported that he had taken charge of the 
tribute on the 7th July, in company with 
the special officer appointed for the purpose, 
named Ta-lung-ah, and that, in con- 
sequence of the had state of the roads, 
they had decided to forward the packages 
by water, he himself coming on by land to 
make report. On being interrogated, 
however, he could give no account of the 
whereabouts of his colleague or of the 
place of embarkation ; neither could he 
explain the cause of delay from the begin- 
ning of June to the 7th of July. Enquiry 
was therefore ordered. The actiny Mili- 
tary Governor reports that the intelligence 
thus conveyed to him had caused him the 
utmost surprise. The tribute was duly 
taken charge of on the 6th of June by the 
two officers above-named, in conformity 
with the standing regulations, and a guard 
of ten goldiers was assigned to them, the 
packages having been fully weighed by 
official# of the Board of Ceremonies and 
carts for transport provided by the Board 
of War. The Board of Revenue was 
subsequently called upon to furnish the 
funds for payment of the carters, and 
on the 4th July En-féng received his 
certificates and reported that he was 
about to set out on his journey. From 
what is now reported, there appears 
to be reason to apprehend that some 
underhand work has been resorted to, 
inasmuch as no precedent exists for 
sending tribute otherwise than by road, 
and nothing has been heard of Ta-lung-ah 
and his convoy. A rescript is solicited, 
stripping him of his rank, and enquiries 
will at once be made at all points along 
the coast, to ascertain whether the tribute 
has really been sent by the sea route. 
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(2) The Governor-General, Governor, 
and Superintendent of Maritime Customs 
at Canton jointly memorialize in obedience 
to commands. On the 23rd May last they 
received a Decree based on a memorial by 
the Censor Kung-siian, who had repre- 
sented that grave abuses flourish in the 
administration of the Customs at Canton, 
owing to the practice of placing per- 
sonal retainers of the Superintendent 
(or ‘*Hoppo”) in charge of collec- 
torates. He prayed that official delegates 
of the provincial government should be 
associated in the management of affairs 
with the Hoppo’s underlings. The decree 
upon this observed that where personal 
retainers are employed in the collection of 
duties, abuses may naturally be expected 
to arise, and morevver that, as questions 
relating to foreign trade have of late years 
come up in this connection, care in the 
discharge of duty is all the more requisite. 
An enquiry and report were accordingly 
called fur. The memorialists now repre- 
sent that the Superintendent of Customs 
for the province of Kwangtung, residing 
at Canton, has always been in the habit 
of directing in person the management of 
the main or central collectorate estab- 
lished at that port, whilst for the out- 
atations, far and near, in view of the great 
extent of the territory, and the heavy 
amount of business to be attended to, the 
Superintendent is absolutely obliged to 
depute personal retainers and clerks to 
attend to the management of each particular 

lace. In the 5ist year of the reign K’ien- 
ung (A.D. 1786) the then Superintendent 
joined with the then Governor-General 
in memorializing to the effect that, owing 
to the great distance from Canton of the 
ports along the Kast and Weat coasts of the 
province, the system of management there 
by personal retainers should be wholly 
abolished ; whilst for the cullectorate at 
and near Canton, and the suppression of 
smuggling, duties which could not be 
entirely left to clerks and underlings, the 
Superintendent should depute confidential 
and experienced retainers of his own to 
exercise a general control, This system, 
carried out under rigorous checks against 
dishonesty, has been in force ever since, 
-Of late years, at the same time, new 
branch Custom houses have been es- 
tablished, the one at Swatow and the 
other at Pak-hoi (in the Gulf of Tonquin), 
and opium-duty offices have further been 
set on foot in the districts of Sin-an and 
Hiang-shan (i.e, near Hongkong and 
Macao); at all of which places official 
delegates are employed as superintendents, 
the management not being left merely 
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in the hands of personal retainers. Ii: 
has further to be observed that the|{ 
Canton collectorate is ranged under two| 
divisions—one the foreign Maritime Cus- 
toms, the other the native or regular 
branch. In all matters relating to foreign 
duties, the shui-wu-sze (i.e, the foreign 
Customs’ staft) effect the levy according 
to the regulations affecting foreign trade; 
and where international questions arise in 
this respect, if at Canton, the shui-wu-s 
report to the memorialists, who take tho 
necessary action thereupon, and if at 
Swatow, the delegate in charge of the 
Customs there makes the necessary report. 
The present Superintendent has adhered 
strictly to the regulations he has found in 
force, and keeps a watchful eye for the 
prevention of all abuses. It has also to 
be said that of late years the collection of 
the regular quota of duties has been 
accomplished in full, and even as regards 
the supplementary quota of Tls. 100,000 
added some timeago to theamount, asurplus 
instead of any deficiency has been shewn. 
Under the head of opium-duty, again, the 
amount collected is more than Tls. 300,000 
(quy., Tis. 30,0007) in excess of what is 
formerly was; and the new collectorate at 
Pak-hoi yields upwards of Tls. 20,0 ‘0 per 
annum. From these results it may be 
inferred that the persons employed dis 
charge their duty without connivance at 
contraband dealing for their own profit; 
and the memorial concludes with a recom- 
mendation that the existing system, being 
found to work thus efficiently, should be 
continued in force, under constant and 
effective supervision.— For rescript seo 
Gazette of Sept. 18th. 

Oct. 6th.—(Court Circular.) The Go- 
vernor-General Li Hung-chang had audi- 
ence. 

(1). A Decree. On our departure from 
Peking on the 16th of this month, in 
company with Their Majesties the Em- 
presses, to follow the remains of Their 
deceased Majesties to the Mausolea, let 
the Prince of Tun, the Grand Secretary 
Wén-siang and the Presidents Mao Ch’ang- 
hi, Tung-Siiun, and Tsao-pao, remain in 
the Capital to administer »sffairs. Let the 
Prince of Tun and the three Ministers 
last-named severally take it in turn to 
remain on duty in the Palace. ‘Those 
whose turn it is not to sleep within the 
Palace, shall go off duty at three p.m. 
each day, and may be relieved from duty at 
noon at each day. 

(2) A decree conferring the temporary 
command of the Peking gendarmerie on 
Wén-siang, during the absence of his 
Majesty from Peking. Ch’ung-how and 
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-En-ch’éng are respectively appointed as 
acting Lieutenants-General of the two 
divisions of the guards. 
. (8) The Court of Censorate memorialize 
presenting an appeal lodged by Wang 
Chih-kung, a native of the Li-tsin district 
in Shantung, who complains that his cousin, 
having been brought before the district 
magistrate in connection with some litiga- 
tion respecting the title to some land, had 
,been so cruelly beaten, receiving a bas- 
tinado of 100 blows, that he died in con- 
sequence. Oomplainant’s father had also 
‘a bastinado of 200 blows, and 100 blows on 
the palms of his hands inflicted upon him. 
‘Complaint had been lodged with the Pro- 
‘vincial Judge, who merely deputed another 
district magistrate to enquire into the 
‘case, and nothing has been done in the 
matter. —Referred in the usual manner. 

(3) The Manchu commander-in-chief at 
‘Nanking memorializes requesting that the 
civil commissioner of the Banner force at 
(Chinkeang, an officer named Ming-che, 
Who has accomplished a three years’ ‘enure 
of office, may be left in his present post for 
‘another like period, His duties involve the 
adjudication of suits between the Banner- 
Men and Chinese, and his experience and 
ability particularly qualify him for his post, 
‘more especially in view of the fact that at 
‘Chinkiang there is a foreign community 
‘resident side by side with the Chinese, and 
‘that a state of settled order has but lately 
“been restored (after the rebellion. )—Re- 
‘ferred by rescript to the Board of Civil 
“office. 

(4) 'Ts’ung-shih, acting Military Governor 
' of Shéug-king, memorializes representing 
that in this province scarcely one locality 
.exists where shelter is not affurded to 
“banditti, who find especially s:fe har- 
"bouring places in the small and remote 
country hamlets. In the towns and larger 
‘villages, moreover, the members of the 
imperial lineage oeaecd shih and givro), 
‘as well as other Banuermen, habitually 
‘follow this pernicious course, thus ter- 
Tifying the officers of justice, who are 
placed in dread of being themselves falsely 
“accused and involved in trouble. A re- 
“Beript is solicited to the effect that persons 
‘giving aid and comfort to banditti, whose 
‘hames may be divulged on the trial of cap- 
‘tured offenders, shall be dealt with as 
actually guilty of the crimes they have 
encouraged, without respect of persons.— 
“For rescript see Gazette of September 16th. 

Oct. 7th.—(1) Wang Ming-iwan, a pre- 
ceptor of the state Academy, memorializes 
‘Tequesting the admission of the name of 
“Hii Shéng, the famous scholar of the Han 
‘dynasty, to the list of worthies enrolled in 
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the Temple of learning (the Confucian 
Temple). Hii Shén, he represents, came 
forward at a time when the words of 
the sages of antiquity had begun to be 
obscured under the commentaries of later 
writers, to establish the true meaning 
of their language. At about the end 
of the second century of the Christian 
era he composed the Shwe Wén dictionary, 
in 14 sections, divided under 540 classes, 
and containing 9,353 words. Subsequent 
writers of the Han dynasty extolled his 
learning ; and in the Imperial catalogue of 
literature compiled in the reign of K’ien- 
Jung (in the last century), the value of hia 
work is fully enlarged upon. It is, in- 
deed, chiefly under the present dynasty 
that his merits have been fully blazoned 
forth. His work has been made the sub- 
ject of critical exposition by writers such 
as Hwei Tung, Chu Ytin, Ts’ien Ta-hin, 
Wang Nien-sun, Twan Yii-te’ai, ‘lai Chén, 
Sun Sing-yen, Yen K’o-kiin, Yiian Ytan, 
and Kwei-fuh, and ‘his equality with the 
great master of all learning, Chéng K’ang- 
ch’éng, has been fully admitted. Chény 
K’ang-chéng was restored in A D. 1724 to 
a place in the sacrificial canon; and the 
admission of his contemporary and fellow- 
worker to like honours is now besought.— 
Referred by rescript already published for 
the consideration of the Board of Cere- 
monies. 

Oct. 8th.—(1) The Prince of Kung and 
his colleagues in the Yamén of Foreign 
Affairs memorialize setting forth in detail 
the conditions existing in the relations 
between China and Foreign powers, and 
soliciting a decree [conveying] a distinct 
declaration on this subject, in urder to set 
at rest the doubts that have arisen and to 
guard against causes of disagreement. In 
the month of June last the Yamén pre- 
sented a memorial, in which they requested 
sanction to the foundation of a college 
[lit., a atore or place of laying up provision) 
tor persons versed in the affairs of Foreign 
countries, to which a rescript of assent was 
given ; and at a subsequent date, a decree 
was farther received, appointing the ex- 
pectant Vice-President Kwoh Sung-tao, 
and the expectant Taotai on the staff of 
the province of Chihli, wearing the insignia 
of the second rank, Hii K’ien-shén, to fill 
the post of envoys. 

Your servants would humbly remark 
that their proposal _to form a college of 
persons versed in Foreign affairs was not 
solely advanced with a view to the 
administration of international questions 
(of an ordinary nature]: the questions 
of missions abroad and of intercourse 
[generally] were also included in the idea. 
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They hold it to be a fact that barriers such 
as prevent the free interchange of thought 
between mind and mind must not exist, 
before the growth of misunderstandin 
can be avoided; and in order to avoid 
misunderstandings, it is necessary, in the 
first place, to have a thorough comprehen- 
sion of circumstances as they exist. 
the 6th year of the reign of T’ung Che 
1867) two [subordinate] members of the 
amén, Chih-kang and Sun Kia-kuh, went 
abroad as envoys, and on their return, 
they reported how they had entered upon 
relations of intercourse with the heads of 
the different departments of State in the 
Foreign countries they had visited. The 
Foreign Ministers resident at Peking, also, 
have repeatedly conversed with Your 
servants on this subject, aud have observed 
that owing to the entire absence of inter- 
course between the representatives of 
Foreign powers and the high officers of the 
Chinese Government at the Capital, it is no 
matter for surprise if the people, in 
view of such distance (or, estraugement) 
oun the side of public functionaries, 
should fail to hold foreign officials and 
subjects in respect. Your servants would 
submit that in refraining from rela- 
tions with [foreigners] the heads of the 
different departments of State have in 
fact done no more than adhere faithfully 
to the principle of ‘‘non-intercourse with 
those under a foreign rule” [which is conse- 
crated as a precept of antiquity]. Relations 
of friendship between China and foreign 
powers have, however, been cultivated for 
many years, and embassies are now further- 
more being sent abroad. The condition of 
affairs at the present day is no longer what 
it was of old; and although the courtesies 
extended in Kurupean countries to foreign 
representatives canuot be reproduced in 
their entirety [in China], yet it would at 
the same time appear that intercourse 
ought not to be altogether eschewed. The 
course which should be pursued is to solicit 
a Decree commanding the Yamén of Your 
servants to arrange with the heads of the 
different departments of State the particu- 
lars of the etiquette to be observed in con- 
nection with auch intercourse, to the end 
that the circumstances of the case may be 
thoroughly understood. Iu this wise, 
where intercourse is to prevail, precaution 
will be taken against the danger of giving 
rise to misunderstandings in the very act 
of promoting an amicable arrangement, 
and, in quarters where intercourse does 
not take place, the nature of the relations 
between China and foreign powers may by 
degrees become understood. The above 
[seta forth the Yaméun’s conviction] of the 
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imperative necessity of making knom 
throughout the Empire how matters stand 
in respect of intercourse on the part o 
official functionaries. 

In the relations subsisting between equi 
nations, the idea of relative superiority 
or inferiority has never really had a placa 
Nevertheless, foreigners who do not knor 
[the actual facts], on perceiving that iu 
copies of [mperial decrees the designation 
of this or that equal State is not elevate 
in the column of characters, are conatant|) 
impressed with the suspicion that a cla 
of superiority is implied, and they enterts: 
the apprehension, moreover, that a wai: 
of respect on the part of the Chines: 
officials and people may thus be encouraged. 
It has indeed been repeatedly stated» 
them that Imperial Decrees are [document:, 
solely addressed to the officials and peopi: 
of China, in which, according to standiu; 
regulation, characters are not given eles: 
tion in the column, whilet in Letters. 
Credence, on the contrary, characters at: 
invariably elevated. For instance, i 
the Letters of Credence which ha 
on repeated occasions been issued, tl 
[titles of the] Sovereigns of the tm 
countries have alike had _ elevation 
assigned to them, whilst at the same tim 
the designation of the great Power ai: 
dressed has been also duly elevated. Th: 
texts of the ‘'reaties with different cou: 
tries again, printed as they are, afford stil 
farther proof to the same intent, Th 
miegiving that any assumption of superiori'} 
is implied should, consequently, not t& 
entertained. Yot, although this has bee 
many times explained on the present occ 
aion, there is still a difficulty, in the a: 
sence of a distinct declaration fromm th 
Throne, in bringing a clear understand 
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of the fact home to every one, be he Cli. 
nese or Foreigner, and there is moreore 
reason to fear lest ignorant and ill-dispos 
persons should avail themselves of thi 
subject for the purpose of making mischitl 
The above [sets forth the Yaméu’s convic- 
tion] of the imperative necessity of makis; 
known throughout the Empire how tl 
matter stands in respect of the relatiow 
between the one country and the other. 
Your servants having jointly deliberate 
on these two puints, they are profound 
anxious lest on either side there should 
a failure to appreciate the motives ths 
have actuated them, and lest the mer 
form be solely striven for, without du 
precaution against evils of a real nature. 
the inevitable result of which must be thi: 
the greater the effort toward approximatio: | 
the greater will be the estrangement ; a 
the more eagerly a beneficial result ¥ 
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‘sought for, the greaterwill be the detriment 
‘that ensues, with results of the most 
‘momentous nature as affecting foreign 
relations. They consequently make bold 
to offer up this statement of the case in 
‘detail, and to entreat of the Imperial grace 
consent to a public declaration, in order to 
set at rest the misgivings that have arisen 
in different quarters, and to contribute to 
the safety of the public weal. They hum- 
bly look for approval to the Sacred Glance 
of Your Majesties the Empresses and His 
Majesty the Emperor.—For rescript see 
Gazette of September 28th. 

(2) The Governor of Shun-t’ien Fu me- 
morializes requesting sanction to the earlier 
opening of the two asylums provided at 
Peking for the destitute poor, and the 
issue of the allowance of millet annually 
granted to these institutions from the 
Imperial bounty.—For rescript see Gazette 
of Sept. 27th. 

(8) The Captain-General of the Gen- 
darmerie memorializes forwarding the ap- 
peal of a widow named Ma Chang-she, who 

ad presented a petition to the Prince of 
Tun as he was passing in his chair, and 
who had been forwarded in custody to the 
Gendarmerie Department. She complains 
that her husband. a petty trader of Ts’ang 
Chow, in the prefecture of Tientsin, was 
‘murdered about the beginning of last year 
while proceeding on donkey-back to the 
fair with some goods for sale, and that the 
yamén .police have secured the offenders, 
‘and kept back the property that fell 
into their hands.—Referred in the usual 
‘manner. 


Oct. 9th.—(1) A Decree. The Yamén of 
Foreign Affairs has memorialized Us, setting 
forth in distinct terms the provisions of the 
Treaties with different countries, and re- 
questing that injunctions be laid upon the 
governments of all the Provinces to act 
in obedience [to these stipulations.] It is 
distinctly provided in all the ‘Treaties 
{with reference to the privilege enjoyed 
by Foreigners of travelling in the interior] 
that passports must be taken out, which 
must be impressed with a Chinese official 
seal, and which must be presented for 
inspection whenever required, whereupon 
passage will be granted. Ic is further- 
more stipulated that in the event of any 
unlawful act being committed [by the 
bearer of a passport], he shall be handed 
over to the nearest Consul to be dealt 
with, being subjected only to the necessary 
restraint while on the journey, but not 
allowed to be maltreated. Passports are 
not to be given to any but persons of re- 
apectability, 
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The Treaty provisions are distinct in the 
extreme, and there should be no difficulty 
in attending to them, as may be necessary, 
on the part of local authorities. In the 
ease which has lately occurred, of the 
British official Interpreter Margary, who 
has been murdered on the frontier of 
Yunnan, We have already appointed Li 
Han-chang as Commissioner to proceed 
without delay [to the Province] in order 
to ascertain by whom the murder was 
committed and to take action. After [the 
promulgation of the present Decree} the 
Governors-General and Governors of all 
the Provinces will be bound to issue 
instructions to all the local officials © 
under their control, directing them to take 
cognizance minutely of the intention of the 
Treaties [and enjoining upon them that], 
whenever persons provided with passports 
enter their districts, it is incumbent upon 
them to take measures effectively, as may 
be requisite, in conformity with the Treaty 
provisions. By this means tranquillity 
will be secured to Chinese and Foreigners 
alike, and causes of misunderstanding will 
be prevented from arising. 


(2) The Prince of Kung and his col- 
leagues of the Grand Council memorialize 
with reference to a vacancy caused by the 
appointment of one of the Secretaries 
Cane td) of the Council, named Li 

"ing-siav, to the office of Censor of the 
Shensi division. He Is succeeded by Li 
Ku-héng, a Secretary of the Board of War, 
who has been doing duty temporarily as a 
Secretary to the Council, 

(3) Li Hung-chang and his colleagues of 
the Grand Secretariat memorialize with 
reference to the arrangements in connec- 
tion with the absence of their Majesties 
from Peking during the approaching jour- 
ney to the Mausolea. After their Majesties’ 
departure, on the morning of the 16th 
inst., the Grand Secretariat will despatch 
a courier daily at one p.m., with regular 


memorials and reports ( Ax #R) of the 


different departments of State, to which 
will also be annexed the memorials 


(FB ZS) not included among those of 


daily occurrence. 


(4) The Governor-General of the Two 
Kwang and the Governor of Kwangtung 
jointly memorialize, reporting the lamented 
decease of the Financial Commissioner, 
Tsiin-ta, who is represented a having suc- 
cumbed to an attack of dysentery, with 
which he fell ill during the extreme heat 
of July last, He expired on the 23rd 
August. Temporary arrangements are 
made for filling his place, 

e 
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Oct. 10th.—(1 & 2) Decrees conferring on 
a number of high officials, who remain in 
the Capital during the absence of the Court, 
the custodianship of the keys of the seals 
of different Banners and divisions. 

The remainder of this day’s Gazette con- 
tains no documents of importance. 

Oct. 11th.—(1) A decree in reply to re- 
quests made by the Vice-Presidents of the 
Granaries and the Governor of Shun-t’ien 
Fu, for a donation of grain to the charit- 
able asylums at T’ung Chow. The issue of 
1,000 piculs of millet from the storehouses 
at that place is accordingly authorized. 

(2) A decree appointing I-chén as Com- 
missioner for the inspection of two of the 
older Mausolea, which are reported by the 
Guardians, Tsai-kang and his colleagues, 
as in need of repairs. 

(3) A decree, in reply toa memorial from 
the Vice-Presidents of ‘the Granaries, re- 
porting the deliveries of the tribute grain- 
supply as completed, and handing in lists 
of the civil and military officials who have 
distinguished themselves in conducting the 
service, for whom rewards are solicited. 
The proper Boards are directed to take the 
individual cases into consideration. 

(4) Tsai-ts’ion and his colleagues, Guar- 
dians of the Western Mausolea, memorial- 
ize, reporting that repairs are urgently 
required at the Mausoleum of the Emperor 
Shun-Che. The following are the particu- 
lars, as reported by the officers in charge, 
and verified by the Guardians on personal 
inspection. The granite pillars, lintels, 
and other cross-pieces, of the grand gate- 
way are all more or less broken or injured ; 
the screen of glazed-tiles in front is dila- 
pidated ; some of the granite stringcourses 
are broken and displaced; all the doors 
have fallen away and are shattered to 
pieces; the paintwork is blistered and 
peeled away ; the tiles of the whole pave- 
ment around the building are destroyed by 
alkaline efflorescence ; and the roofing-tiles 
of the boundary wall have fallen down. It 
is indispensable that works of repair should 
be undertaken without delay, more parti- 
cularly as the geomantic conditions are 
favourable for a commencement during the 

resent year ; and authority to this effect 
is solicited.—For rescript see Gazette of 
September 25th. . 

(5) Yii-she, Commissioner-in-Chief for the 
affairs of Kokonor, memorializes, reporting 
that he has performed the annual sacrifice 
to the God of the Seas, and has helda 
durbar of the Mongolian and Tibetan 
chiefs, in fulfilment of the proposal to this 
effect laid before the Throne in his memo- 
rial of the 22nd April last, to which a 
rescript was duly received. Having 
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- The Commissioner-in-chief set out on tlt 


summoned the Princes, Nobles, djassakt’ 
and daijis of the Mongol tribes. to assemt:: 
in preparation for the ceremony, aid 
the Prefect of Si-ning Fu, Téng Cl’éw 
wei, having been deputed by the bv 
vernor-General, Tso Tsung-t’ang, to cor 
duct the sacrificial proceedings, the Con 
missioner-in-Chief set out from Si-ning, «} 
the 18th August, with a picked escort:: 
1,000 men, cavalry and infantry, on tk 
journey beyond the frontier [of Kansul., 
Having arrived at Ch’a-han-t’o-loh-hi. 
he performed with reverence the sacrifici. 
ceremony in honour of the God of th 
Seas, on the 21st August, and on the fi: 
lowing day he entertained the enti 
assemblage of Mongolian Princes, Noble, 
and Chiefs, at a banquet in the ord: 
of their rank. The presenta prepare 
for them, consisting in silks and satin, 
materials for robes and capes ; for decor 
tions in the shape of peacock-feathers a: 
buttons, sheath-knives, horse trapping, 
etc., were at the same time distributed, 
gifts being also liberally bestowed up 
the Chiefs of the Tibetan tribes. The Mu 
golian Princes, Nobles, and Chiefs unit 
in loud acclamations of thanksgivir; 
and testified their gratitude by kotom; 
in the direction of the Iuwperial abok 







same day on his return journey. I! 
observes, in continuation, that the regict 
of Tsing Hai (or Kokonor), sever 
thousands of li in extent, is the pasture 
ground of tribes of the nomad Mongel, 
among whom, during the prevalence 0! 
state of warfare in the interior of Chin, 
no display of military force had been set 
for many years. A state of anarchy lw 
consequently prevailed, robbery #! 
murder being crimes of constant occurrence. 
of which it has not been possible to tit 
notice judicially. Order having now bea 
restored in Ohina proper, the offence 
the past among the Mongol tribes 
condoned, as the rule isin the inler:! 
provinces, likewise, after a period of dit 
turbance is overcome, in fulfilment of th 
clement dispositions of the Emper! 
majesty and in encouragement to th 
leading of a new life. On the pres 





The * djassaks PL RE He, of the Mongolia 
banners are the chieftains of the trib? 
which are not under the direct governm!! 
of high officials appointed from Pekin 
They are divided into six classes, name. 
ts'in-wang, kiin-wang, beileh, bei-tsze, chiv 
kwoh-kung, and fu-kwoh-kuny. Belt 
these come the lesser nobles or 42 


we 
i - 
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occasion, a larger escort than usual was 
taken for the purpose of making an im- 
pressive military display, which was fur- 
thered by causing the troops to march in 
their winter costume to the shore of the 
Sea [of Kokonor], the country being found 
already covered with snow and ice when 
‘the Jih Yiieh range was crossed, after 
passing the frontier at Tan-ko-rh. The 
Mongol princes and nobles, after the dis- 
tribution of presents had been completed, 
were assembled under a tent of felt, where 
the Commissioner-in-chief pronounced to 
them av earnest address on the due dis- 
charge of their duties, and exhorted them 
to law-abiding and peaceable behaviour. 
Both Mongols and Tibetans shewed them- 
selves deeply penetrated by feelings of 
attachment and awe, and they escorted 
the Commissioner on his return to the 
frontier, clinging to him as though re- 
luctant to separate themselves from his 
company. There is thus reason to con- 
sider the territory on the east of the 
Sea of Kokonor, whether occupied by 
Tibetans or by Mongols, as in a peaceful 
and orderly state. In the territory of 
Ch’ai-ta-muh (‘Tsaidam t) on the other 
hand, lying at a distance of 15 or 20 
days’ journey, the Mongols and Tibetans, 
being so far removed from the influence 
of authority, still adhere to their former 
evil courses, and crimes of violence con- 
tinue to flourish among them. A sub- 
assistant magistrate and an official 
writer, with a suite of interpreters and 
attendants and a cavalry escort of 30 men, 
have been sent to promulgate authorita- 
tive commands among these tribes, calling 
upon them to put their trust in the Celes- 
tial majesty, which extends its canopy 
afar, and it is trusted that they may 
develop feelings of reverence and awe, and 
that peace may prevail for ever among the 
unquiet spirits of the border-region.— 
Rescript : 1t is noted. 

Oct. 12th.—(1) A decree expressing the 
Imperial sorrow on learning the decease 
of the Governor of Kweichow, Tséng Pi- 
kwang. From the time of his appoint- 








+ For a description of Kokonor and 
Tsaidam, the most recent and best au- 
thority is Captain Prshewalsky, the 
Russian explorer, who passed the winter 
of 1872-1873 in that region. (See Pro- 
ceedings of the Royal Geographical Society, 
January, 1874). He describes the Koko- 
nor Mongols as “naturally of a cowardly 
disposition, and never able to defend 
themselves against ‘Tangout aggression.” 


The Tangouts are the Fan at or Tibetans 
referred to in the above memorial. 
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ment many years ago, as Prefect of 
Kwei-yang Fu, and throughout his career in 
the posts he has successively filled, he has 
displayed a character of probity, wisdom, 
and resolution, his services having been 
notably conspicuous in the suppression of 
the rebellion in his province, and during 
the subsequent work of reorganization. 
The customary funeral honors are decreed 
on his behalf. His son, Tséng Shang-kii 
is awarded the rank of Yiian-wai-lang, his 
grandson, Tséng Ying-shén, is invested 
with the literary degree of kii-jen, with 
authority to compete at the triennial ex- 
amination for the tsin-sze degree; and a 
younger grandson has the rank of chu-sze 
bestowed upon him, 

(2 and 3) A decree. Let Li Pei-king 


Ay ye FNL (at present Financial Com- 


missioner) succeed to the vacant post 
of Governor of Kweichow. Let Lin 
Chao - ytian succeed him as Financial 
Commissioner ; and let Yi En-ch’u suc- 
ceed to the post of Judicial Commissioner 
of the province. Let Liu En-tsiin suc- 
ceed to post of Prefect of Kwei-yang Fu, 
now vacated (in consequence of the pre- 
sent incumbent being placed in mourning 
retirement. ) 

Oct. 138th. —(Court Circular.) Mao 
Ch’ang-hi and his colleagues, the Ex- 
aminers at the recent competition, reported 
on the conclusion of their services. Li 
K’ing-siang, Governor of Honan, and 
Liu En-tsiin, newly appointed Prefect of 
Kwei-yang Fu, had audience. 

(1-3) Decrees appointing chief and 
assistant examiners for the Manchu ex- 
aminations about to be commenced. 

(4) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General 
of Chihli, memorializes reporting the 
execution of a work of ocanalization 
lately undertaken by his order. This con- 
sists in the excavation of a new bed for the 


river known as the Shéng-fang Ho 
ry, flowing through the Wén-an and 


other districts—west and south-west of 
Tientsin—by means of which an outlet has 
been provided for the streams of the Pa 
Chow and Pao-ting districts. The object 
aimed at was to divert a portion of the 
waters of the Ta-tsing river in Pa Chow, 
to ease the flow of the Lu-séng and Mang- 
niu rivers, and to construct embankments 
to guard against inundations. For this 
purpose advantage was taken of the old 
bed of a former canal, the Chung-t’ing Ho, 
long since silted up to a level with the 
surrounding country, which passed across 
the Tai-ch’éng district, through Pa Chow, 
and [into the Pei-ho?] by way of the 
Yang-fén channel in the ‘I'sing-hai district, 
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constituting one of the main lines of 
communication with the sea and with 
Tientsin. The gentry and trading classes 
have been called upon, in the absence 
of any available Government funds, to 
contribute the amount necessary for 
the undertaking; and employment has 
been given in the shape of relief-work 
to the distressed peasantry of the districts 
that have suffered by inundation. The 
old canal had a length of forty li, which, 
by cutting off bends and making its course 
straight has been reduced to 5,200 and 
odd chang ( = about ten miles). At each 
end the width given to the new channel 
is 11 chang, and for the remainder of the 
course 7 chang are the dimensions, with a 
width at bottom of from 3 chang 4 ch’th 
to 3 chang 8 ch’th. Along the north bank 
of the channel, at a distance of 5 chang 
from the stream, an embankment 8 or 
9 cl’ih in height has been constructed, 
with a width of 17 ch’th at the top, and of 
6 chang at the base. Cross dykes have 
likewise been constructed as lateral sup- 
orts, The work having been began early 
in May last, it was completed by the be- 
ginning of August, the total amount ex- 
pended being Tls. 24,574; and the new 
channel has been found most effective in 
carrying off the surplus waters of the 
streamsnorth of PaChow. Rewards are soli- 
cited on behalf of the contributors of funds 
and the officials who have distinguished 
themselves in the execution of the work. 

Oct. 14th.—(1) The Court of Censorate 
memorializes, presenting an appeal, lodged 
by Li Tub, a native of Fuhkien, who, on 
being personally examined, was found 
altogether unintelligible, in consequence of 
his speaking nothing but the provincial 
language. His written statement, how- 
ever, sets forth the substance of his 
complaint, which is to the effect that 
he and all his kinsfolk, the in- 
habitants of an entire hamlet in the 
district of Chang-p’u, have been oppressed, 
piiseet, and driven out of house and 

ome by certain desperadoes of the same 
class, formerly connected with the Taiping 
rebels and now members of an affiliated 
society, whose influence with the yamén 
underlings has defeated all the attempts 
made for the last six yeara to obtain re- 
dress from the local or superior authorities, 
—Referred in the usual manner. 

(2) A second memorial from the same 
department presents the appeal of a licen- 
tiate of the province of Kiangsu, who com- 
plains of the murder of his mother by a 
gang of ruffians, who in August 1873 com- 
mitted a burglarious robbery in the house 
where she was lodging, shooting her with 


Google 


a ‘foreign firearm.” ine influence thy 
commanded with the yamén underling 
although the perpetrators of the crime a 
well known, has hitherto secured then 
immunity.—Referred in the usual manne. 

Oct. 15th.— (Court Circular). To-morror, 
at half-past six a.m., his Majesty the In 
peror will proceed to the Kwan-téh Tia 
and Yung-sze Tien (the buildings in whid 
the remains of the late Emperor and Eu 
press have hitherto lain in state), Afte 
the performance of the mourning cerem 
nies, and resting for awhile, his Majesty 
will at 7 a.m. follow on foot the Imperi! 
coffins to the back of the King Shan (mound 
in the Palace Park), and having changei 
his attire will set out on the Imperial jouw. 
ney. His Majesty, after passing throu) 
the Ch’ao-yang Gate, will take refectiona 
the ‘ung Yoh temple. At the Yen Kiv 
temple His Majesty will transact busines 
and give audience. 

(1) The Prince of Kung and his ol 
leagues of the Yamén of Foreign affin 
memorialize declaring the purport of th 
Treaties in force with different countrie, 
and soliciting a Rescript commanding th 
attention of all provincial government 
thereto, in order that a rule may be thu 
laid down for their guidance and that incor 
gruity of action be avoided. They woull 
humbly observe that in the Treaties with 
all Powers, it is provided with reference + 
travel in the interior on the part d 
foreigners, that passports must needs 
taken out, which are to be stamped with 
Chinese official seal, and which must b 
produced for inspection by the bearer # 
any time when called upon to do 80 W 
the course of his journey, whereupon fre 
passage will be granted. No detention 
or obstruction is to be caused. It i! 
further provided that, in the event of s 
passport having been lost, or of any irregt- 
larity connected with it, or if the bear 
commit any offence against the law, hes 
to be handed over to the nearest Consul t) 
be dealt with, but he must not be subjectel 
to any ill-usage in excess of necessal] 
restraint. 
that passports shall be issued only to pe 
sons of respectability ; beside which de 
clarations have been made, in addition ¥ 
the text of the Treaties, that passporl! 
shall on no account be issued to any othet 
than respectable and well-conducted indi: 


viduals, ‘he stipulations of all the Treatia | ; 


are [in this respect] very nearly identics| 


the object throughout being no other th | 


that of requiring local authorities, whe 
dealing with the case of bearers of pas 
ports of the kind in question, to take su 
measures as circumstances may direct, will 


The Treaties further provid ; 
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‘careful reference to the intention of the 
‘Treaties. In the case which has lately 
‘occurred of the murder of the British 
“official Interpreter, Ma-kia-li (Mr. Mar- 
‘gary), on the frontier of Yunnan, Your 
Majesty’s commands have been reverently 
‘received, appuinting Li Han-chang to pro- 
‘ceed to the spot to institute inquiry 
‘and action. In what manner the murder 
‘was actually committed, is a question 
of which the solution will, undoubtedly, 
not be difficult to arrive at. The 
‘apprehension nevertheless presents itself 
-that, pending the result of the inquiry, 
the local authorities throughout the Em- 
pire may be led to entertain feelings of 
‘doubt and suspicion, ignoring, in conse- 
quence of the occurrence of this event, the 
intentions of the Treaties. In cases where 
‘protection is due on their part, they may 
from dread of evil consequences refrain 
from affording it, or,—even worse—the 
people, multiplying false reports by repeti- 
‘tion, may give rise to further causes of 
‘trouble, It is imperatively necessary that 
all these possible contingencies be fore- 
‘seen and guarded against. The Yamén 
‘feel bound, therefore, to lay a statement 
of the case before the Throne, and tu 
.solicita Rescriptlaying injunctions upon the 
governments of all the provinces, directing 
‘that the local authorities be instructed, in all 
‘cases where foreigners provided with pass- 
porta come within their jurisdictions, to 
‘pay, without exception, careful attention to 
the intention of the Treaties, and duly to 
take such measures as circumstances may 
‘render necessary, in order that tranquillity 
may prevail among Chinese and foreigners 
alike. Should Your Majesty’s sanction be 
accorded to this request, the Yamén of 
your servants, in addition to the copies 
of the different Treaties which they have 
already circulated among all the provincial 
governments, will further extract from the 
Treaties, the clauses relating to the [issue 
of] passports and travel, and the measures 
to be taken and protection afforded as may 
be necessary, copies of which they will 
tranamit to all the provincial governments, 
with the injunction that they be furnished 
to the local authorities for their informa- 
tion and guidance in every instance. This 
declaration of the purport of the different 
Treaties is humbly submitted to the sacred 
glance of Your Majesties the Empresses 
and Your Majesty the Emperor.—For 
rescript see Gazette of 9th instant. 

(2) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General of 
Chihli, reports the execution of a pri- 
soner for the crime of matricide. Wang 
Yung-p’ing, the guilty individual, was 
# blacksmith living with his mother, Wang 
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Han-she, in the Lu-lung district. In 1874, 
he manufactured an agricultural implement 
for a graduate named Chang Shu-shén, 
living in an adjacent village. Some delay 
and dispute about payment eventually 
occurred, but the debt was cleared off at 
last by the delivery of a tow of rice. Some- 
what later, Wang Yung-p’ing, being out 
of work and destitute of means, had occu- 
pied himself in gleaning in the fields ; and 
Chang Shu-shén, having missed some ears 
of millet from his land, suspected him of 
some knowledge of their abstraction. The 
parties came to high words over the matter; 
and Wang Yung-p’ing, bethinking himself 
of his poverty and of some way of extorting 
money, at length talked his scheme over 
with his mother. The woman, in consi- 
deration of her age and impoverished con- 
dition, consented to commit suicide, and 
agreed to take some arsenic which her son 
had remaining over from a quantity that 
had been used to destroy insects in the 
fields. Wang Yung-p’ing, having bought 
two cakes of bread, put the arsenic in them 
and went at nine o'clock at night with his 
mother to Chang Shu-shén’s door, where 
she ate the cakes and he then stole away 
from her. Retching shortly afterwards set 
in as the poison took effect, and Chang 
Shu-shén, coming out of his house, found 
the woman, who uttered not a single word. 
He had her carried to her son’s house, 
where she died on the following day. On 
an inquest being held, Wang Yung-p’ing 
was taken into custody, and when brought 
to trial he confessed his crime. In accord- 
ance with the law, he has been publicly 
sliced to death. 

Oct. 16th-17th.—N. B. During theabsence 
of the Court from Peking, the Gazette will 
appear only on alternate days. 

(1) A Decree granting further remige 
sions of taxation in favour of the juhabit- 
ants of the five departments and distriota 
through which the route of the Imperial 
cortd.e lies on ita way to the Mausolea. 
All land-tax not remitted by previous 
Decree is now wholly remitted, together 
with all rents due for the current year to 
any of the Banner treasuries. 

(2) The (late) Governor of Kwei-chow, 
Tséng Pi-kwang, memorializes reporting 
the enforced retirement of the Prefect of 
Kwei-yang Fu, Chang Hii, owing to the 
death of one of his parents, and recom- 
mending as his successor the present 
Prefect of Chén-yiian Fu, Hwei Hung-i, 
whose qualifications for the post are dwelt 
upon and the usual record of his antecedent 
services recited. Other contingent ap- 

intments are recommended.—Rescript : 

t the Board of Civil Office decide and 
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report. (See Gazette of the 12th inst., in 
which a different selection for the vacant 
post is made known). 

(3) Tséng Kwoh-t’siian, Governor-Gen- 
eral of the Yellow Kiver, memorializes 
. reporting the condition of the river up to 
the middle of last month. On the 15th 
September the river rose at Hwang: Kin 
T’an a height of 4 ch’th 6 ts’un, and the 
embankments at certain points were in 
great danger for a time, owing to the force 
of the current beiug diverted in a souther- 
ly direction by the growth of a sandspit 


opposite Shang Show in =] in the Nan 


Ho T’ing division, The danger was met 
by means of active exertions on the part 
of the officials in charge. 

Oct. 18-19.—(1-3) Decrees awarding gra- 
tuities in connection with the transporta- 
tion of the Imperial coftins, and the 
carriage of the sedans of their Majesties in 
attendance on the progress to the Mauso- 
lea. A sum of Tis. 3,000 is directed to 
be paid from the Household Treasury to 
Li Hung-chang, as Governor-General of 
Chihli, for distribution among the bearers 
of the Imperial coffins. (N. B. The coffins 
are carried by 123 bearers each, relieved 
sixty times in the course of each day’s 
journey.) To the chair-bearers and lac- 
queys in attendance on their Majesties, a 
gratuity of one tael of silver each is ordered 
to be paid. 

(2) The acting Governor of Honan re- 
ports the rehearing of an appeal case as 
follows: A countryman named Liu Ch’éng- 
chang had lodged a complaint to the effect 
that a young girl who was being brought 
up by his cousin Liu Ch’éng-chow to be 
his wife, had been made the victim of rape 
on the part of a man named Chang San-yii 
and others, and further that his own 
father had been murdered by a man named 
Chang Wu-yin, who falsely represented 
that the deceased had committed suicide 
by hanging himself. These charges, on 
being duly re-investigated, are declared to 
be groundless; and the appellant, although 
exempted from the heavier penalties in- 
curred by the bringing of false accusations, 
his guilt being held to be mitigated by the 
fact of his having acted under the influ- 
ence of grief for his father’s death, is sen- 
tenced to the penalty of eighty blows 
under the statute against unspecified cases 
of offence. This penalty is, however, re- 
mitted in virtue of the Act of Grace on his 
Majesty’s accession. 

Oct. 20th-21st.—(1-4) Decrees conferring 
steps of honorary rank on all the Princes 
aud Ministers concerned in the Imperial 
obsequies now in progress, on the officials 


Google 


of the Boards, the guardians of the Ma::' 
solea, etc., etc. ; and a gratuity of half.: 
month’s pay to the troops forming escu: 
and employed in making roads. 

* Oct. 22nd-23rd.—(1) Yi-she, Commi:! 
sioner-in-chief for the Kokonor region. 
memorializes reporting the apprehensi:: 
of a Mongol named Ho-li-téh-nii and thre: 
followers, who had committed an act 
robbery on @ large scale in the region ( 
Tsaidam (the remoteness and lawless co:- 
dition of which was dwelt upon ina receu: 
memorial—see Gazette of 11th inst.) 4 
report having been received to the effec: 
that certain Mongols of the banner, pr: 
sided over by the taidji Tashtobuki, ha:| 


murdered the headman (-F F) of th 


Wangshitaikh clan of Tanguts, enquir'| 
was forthwith ordered to be instituted bj; 
a sub-assistant Magistrate, who, with a! 
official writer and an escort of 30 soldier. | 
was sent to the scene of the crime. Ti: 
result of the investigation disclos: 
the facts of the ease to be as follows :- 
The accused persons, in consequenc 
of disputes arising out of the los 
of a certain number of _ horses, ha: 
made a descent upon the Tangut clan «: 
the 5th June last, with a force of some ti: 
hundred Mongols, had killed four of tl: 
Tanguts, and had carried off a lar. 
amount of booty in the shape of catti:. 
silver, and articles of clothing. The Ta: 
gut tribe, to the number of upwards :: 
1,000, was at the moment of the enquir 
engaged in a religious ceremony as a pr: 
paration for attacking their late assailant: ! 
The taidji Tashtobuki delivered up ti: 
ringleader Ho-li-téh-nii and three of |i!’ 
comrades on the 3rd August, and the fu| 
prisoners having been brought to Si-niv. | 
have been duly placed on trial. Thei| 
crime having been confessed, the ringlead:: 
has suffered the penalty of death, and lh: 
head has been sent to the locality wher 
the crime was committed to be publics 
displayed. With regard to the remainin: 
three prisoners, the difference of manner 
between the inhabitants of Mongols 
and those of the inner provinces is pleade: 
in extenuation of their guilt, and at tle 
united prayer of the Mongolian and Tat- 
gut chieftains they have been granted thei: 
lives and dismissed with a flogging to th: 
custody of their banner commanders. Tl 
chiefa of the banners have surrender: 
54 horses, 50 oxen, and 500 tnels of silver. 
as part of the plunder obtained on tl: 
foray in question ; and bonds terminativ. 
the dispute have been taken from both tir: 
parties to the affair. In conclusion, it"! 
pleaded that although the taidji Tashtobui | 
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has incurred a penalty for his failure to 
‘take cognizance of the crime in question, 
still an excuse may be urged on the ground 
of the disorders produced by a long-pend- 
ing state of warfare, and the condition of 
penury to which he has been reduced.— 
Rescript, exempting the taidji from penal- 
ties on this occasion, and commanding 
active exertions for the prevention of dis- 
order henceforward. 

. (2) The Yamén of Gendarmerie memo- 
tialize forwarding an appeal lodged by a 
widow from Hupeh, named Liu Ch’éng- 
she, complaining of the murder of her 
daughter by the relatives of the young 
man to whom the girl was betrothed. The 
cause assigned for this act is anxiety lest, 
‘by her marriage, the victim should have 
‘become cognizant of the disgrace of a 
‘widowed sister-in-law of the alleged mur- 
derer, who had yielded to illicit intercourse 
with this man and had borne achild. A 
‘money dispute is further involved in the 
matter.—Referred in the usual manner. 

. Oct. 24th-25th.—(1-2) Decrees, awarding 
‘gratuities of one tael of silver each to the 
chair-bearers and lacqueys in attendance 
‘on the Imperial conveyances. 

(3) Wén-pin, Governor-General of the 
Grain Transport, memorializes, reporting 
the measures taken to guard the embank- 
‘ments of the Grand Canal against damage 
from the rise of waters during the summer 
‘flood season. 

(4) Ts’én_ Yii-ying, Acting - Governor- 
‘General of Yiinnan and K weichow, reports 
ithe following case of local disturbance : 
On the 23rd April last, a report was re- 
ceived from the Sub-Prefect of ‘I’a-lang 
‘T’ing (in P’u-urh Fu) to the effect that, on 
the 6th April, a complaint had been lodged 
with him by a literary graduate and 
certain others, accusing the officer in 
charge of the likin office of disregard of 
the national mourning by shaving his head 
‘in defiance of established rule. At the 
same moment with the receipt of the peti- 
tion to this effect, a report came of % 
tumult having occurred at the likin station, 
‘and it was found that the officer in charge 
had been wounded in eight places ; whilst, 
on subsequent investigation, it proved that 
the literary graduate who had complained 
against him had led on a mob to the attack. 
On a summons being issued against him he 
pertinaciously set it atdefiance. The error 
‘committed by the official Chu Yiin-shén in 
shaving his head is found to have arisen 
from the following cause: A despatch was 
received on the 24th March from the Pre- 
fect of P’u-urh Fu, announcing the fact 
that, on the 12th January, His Majeaty the 
Emperor had ascended on the Dragon, to be 
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a guest on high, whereupon a period of 
three days’ mourning ceremonial in the 
Hall of Assembly was at once begun, 
terminating on March 26th. Chu Yiin- 
shén, after having taken part in the cere- 
mony, was told by a friend that the period 
of mourning would be over on the 27th 
day—meaning the twenty-seventh from 
the 24th March, which he mistook as 
referring to the 27th day of the 2nd moon 
(3rd April), and he consequently shaved 
his head on the day following this date, 
His accuser was a person who had long 
borne him a grudge, and hence the ensu- 
ing proceedings. The decision pronounced 
by the Acting-Governor-General in this 
case, after the parties have been brought 
to the provincial capital for trial, 
is, that the peccant official and his 
accuser are both greviously to blame—the 
one for remissness in not informing him- 
self with due care as to the text of instruc- 
tions relating to the solemnities of the 
national mourning, and the other for 
collecting a mob to attack a public officer. 
A rescript is solicited, stripping Chu Yiin- 
shén of his rank, in order that he may be 
placed on trial.—Assented to by rescript. 

Oct. 26th.—(Court Circular). Ch’éng- 
twan paid his respects on returning from 
offering sacrifice at the tombs of the Ming 
dynasty. 

(1) A decree, awarding gratuities of one 
tael of silver to each of the chair-bearers 
and lacqueys in attendance on the Imperial: 
conveyances. (N.B. Their Majesties re-en- 
tered Peking yesterday evening). 

(2) A decree, in answer to a request on 
the part of Wén-lin, Resident at Hami, 
granting permission to Ming-ch’un to re- 
main at his post as Assistant-Resident, his 
services being highly valuable, notwith- 
standing that he has been placed in mourn- 
ing by the death of a parent. His 
appointment is converted from a substan- 
tive into an ‘‘ acting” tenure of office. 

(3) Ts’ung-shih, Acting Military Gover- 
nor of Shéng-king, reports the settlement 
of a complaint which had been brought 
forward through the presentation of a 
supplication to his late Majesty by the 
roadside. It appears that, in the city of 
I-chow, twenty-two establishments were 
licensed by Government as public weighers, 
having the right of levying brokerage or 
weighing dues on all merchandize, out of 
which they paid their license-dues. In 
1866 a complaint was raised by Chao Yung- 
ho, one of these licensees, and the person 
who was taken into custody for presenting 
the supplication in question against cer- 
tain traders who weighed merchandize 
without using the licensed scales; and 
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much correspondence ensued upon the | employed as revisers of the essays) 
matter, the practice being found to be one | sented at the recent examinations, for vi 
of long standing. In order to obviate | ful misrepresentation and corrupt condi 
further disputes, it has now been decided | An investigation and report are called{ 
that the traders in question shall weigh | from the revising committee, 
merchandise themselves, but shall make (3) A decree granting leave to com 
use in doing so of the licensees’ scales and | Peking for audience, to Liu Ping-chay 
pay dues for the same. This decision has | the newly appointed Governor of Kiang 
been agreed to on all sides. The petitioner | His successor in the post of Finsna 
has been handed over to the Board of | Commissioner of the Province, Li Wi 
Punishments at Moukden, to be sentenced | min, is to enjoy the same privilego on tt 
according to law, for the offence he com- | Governor’s return to his post. 
mitted in presenting a supplication to His (4) A decree sanctioning the applieati 
Majesty. made by Ying Pao-she, lately Judicial (un 
Oct. 27th.—(1) The Superintendents of | missioner of Kiangsu, for permissions - 
Graneries report the delivery of the total | retire to his home and devote himself «. 
amount of the year’s supply of grain | the care of his parents for the remainie 
remitted from the provinces, whether by | of theirlives. (N. B.—By order publisxi 
sea or by canal, forming an aggregate of | in Gazette of Sept. 2nd, Ying Pao-she 
1,600,000 piculs. The whole of this has | ordered to Peking to await employment) 
been lodged in the granaries, after passing (5) The Governor-General and Govene 
the proper forms of scrutiny ; and rewards | of Kiangsu jointly memorialize presentix 
are solicited on behalf of the officials who | their views with reference to the wih} : 
have distinguished themselves in the dis- | drawal of the right of summary execulia 
charge of this duty. from local authorities, a report upon ti 
(2) The Superintendents of theGranaries | expediency of which was called for 
and the Civil Governer of Shun-t’?ien Fu | 1873 on the motion of the Censor Téx 
jointly memorialize, soliciting the issue of | K’ing-ling. They give it as their opisix 
1,000 piculs of millet from the Imperial | that in cases of brigandage, robbery 
Granaries, for the support of the charitable | tended with violence and murder, » 
relief agency at T’ungy Chow.—Granted by | rape, when the crime is confessed on tn 
rescript. and no doubt as to the circumate 
(3) The Financial Commissioner of Kwei- | exists, the right of summary execulit 
chow, Li Pei-king, memorializes, reporting | should continue to be exercised, sft 
the decease, on the 25th September, of | revision of the proceedings by the Tso 
Tséng Pi-kwang, the Governor of the | and Prefect concerned. 
province. The public services of the de- (6) The Governor of Chéhkiang, Ya} :. 
ceased are recited in terms of eulogium; | Ch’ang-stin memorializes stating that 
and the memorialist states that he has | the districts bordering upon the T'sil: 
temporarily assumed the administration of | Lake the squatters who have establish 
the deceased’s office, pending the appoint- | themselves in huts as tillers of the lw) © 
ment of a successor, which he solicits with | are more numerous than the actual natisa] 
all despatch. He further adds that the | of the region of country in question, =| .. 
deceased Governor’s son is at presentin | that, as there is a considerable lawl 
Szech’wan, having proceeded to this, his | element among these people, robLeries #1 
native province, for the purpose of com- | of frequent occurrence, especially atth 
peting at the examination now in progress, | time when the new silk is being carried! 
and that his two young grandsons are pur- | market. On the night of the 4th Ju} 
suing their education in the deceased’s | last, a serious case of burglary wey 
améu.—For rescript see Gazette of Octo- | violence occurred in the suburb of tH] . 
ber 12th. district city of Ch’ang-hing, the detail} . 
Oct. 28th.—(1) A decree referring for | which are reported. A penalty ie solicit) | 
the consideration of the State Assembly | against the Magistrate then in charge, !*] ; 
(the members of the Grand Council, the | his failure to apprehend the guilty patiia} 
Presidents of the Six Boards, and the Oct. 29th.—The Governor of Shanti] |, 
members of the remaining chief metro- | memorializes setting forth the measur 
litan offices) the further propositionslaid | which, in consultation with “Teéng Kw] | 
efore the Throne by Ts’ung-shih and hia | tsiian, Governor-General of the Yel") ° 
colleagues for the reform of the civil | River, it is thought desirable to undertsit} © 
administration in Féng-t’ien (Manchuria.) | for repaising and deepening the chan] | 
(2) A decree in reply toa memorial from | of the Grand Canal in its course throvt| - 
the Censor Chow Shéng-shu, denounc- | Shantung, with reference to a communit| . 
ing Liang Séng-pao, one of the ministers ! tion received in August last from Wy 
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Board of Revenue, forwarding Imperial 
instructions based upon a Censor’smemorial 
‘on this subject. It has to be observed 
‘that the great achievement by which, after 
centuries of labour under successive dynas- 

ties, the grain produce of the South 
-was enabled to reach a point of debarka- 
tion at T’ung Chow, is one which must 
not be allowed to fall into desuetude. 
.Since the time, however, when the Yellow 
River burst its banks in 1855 at T’ung Wa 
Siang, and, flowing northward, broke its 

-way across the Canal at Chang-ts’iu, 
-entering the bed of the Ta-ts’ing Ho and 
gathering up in its course the waters of 
‘the Wén, to find an outlet in an easterly 
direction, the grain-transport channel 
has been impeded. Repairs were rendered 
impossible by the state of warfare prevailing 
-at the time ; and as at the same moment 
‘the shipment of grain from the South 
.was discontinued, the resulting evil was 
overlooked. It was not until 1865 that an 
.eXperiment was made in the way of trans- 
portation by Canal, and that propositions 
,were advanced for putting the channel in 
»navigable order. All the river-affluents, 
-from Chang-ts’iu northwards to Lin-ts’ing, 
“Which should be available as feeders 
»of the Canal, having been diverted into 
.its own volume by the Yellow River, no 
Sources of supply remain available for the 
:Canal ; and the only alternative is to feed 
«the Canal from the Yellow River when- 
ever this is practicable. The grain-junks 
are compelled, therefore, to await the 

jseasons of freshets in order to effect the 
, Passage of the Yellow River. The River 
: itself, again, has moved southwards to An- 
‘Shan, a distance of nearly sixty li from 
- Chang-ts’iu, aud the various branches and 
, channels through which its waters flow are 
IN @ constantly shifting.condition. The 
: Course of the Canal is, consequently, sub- 
Ject to continual obstruction, and the 

‘grain-junks are under the necessity of 
‘Making long détours in order to cross the 
: Yellow River. In view of the difficulties 
‘entailed in this respect, it is fortunate that 
i the quantity of grain conveyed by this route 
*@mounts to no more than some 100,000 
‘ piculs, and that only some 500 or 600 junks 
“8re employed in the transport, so that it 
a Possible to find means of expediting 
their passage ; but now that proposals are 
under consideration for augmenting the 
transport delivery, it becomes imperatively 
Necessary to contemplate such measures of 
fee as shall lead by degrees to the res- 
i aia ae of the ancient system. ‘The total 
Pabedan of the Grand Canal in Shantung, 
, iia the point where it leaves the Kiang- 
u border up to its entrance into the 
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province of Chihli, is upwards of 1,100 le. 
The point at which it has suffered the 
greatest amount of injury is at Chang-ts’iu, 
where the irruption of the Yellow River 
took plaee ; whilst, at the same time, the 
point of chief importance along the entire 
route is that at which the crossing of the 
Yellow River has to be made. The ap- 
prehension that has been present in the 
Governor’s mind is that the River, the 
course of which,in its relation to the Canal 
has a tendency tv move southwards, should 
break through its southern embankments, 
If this were allowed to take place the 


Nan-yang Mme and Wei-shan teal 


Lakes would be left absolutely dry, 
and the southern portion of the Canal 
would be in a worse condition than the 
northern. This for the following reason. 
The northern part has principally the 
character of a  river-bed, which, if 
diminished in depth, can be. again 
made available by dredging-works ; but 
the southern portion depends for its 
water-supply upon the Lakes, and if these 
become dried up restoration would be 
virtually imporsible. Hence, all efforts 
have been directed of late years toward 
guarding against divergence frum the bed 
of the Yellow River, by the repair or con- 
struction of dykes at How Kia Lin, Shih 
Chwang Hu, etc. Since the completion 
last year of the new embankment from 
below Wang Kia Kai up to Shih Li P’u, 
the various channels by which the Yellow 
River had broken across the Canal at 
An-shan, San Li P’u, etc., etc., have be- 
come dry, through which means a section 
of the Canal 50 or 60 li in length has been 
secured, and some ten to fifteen thousand 
k’ing (of 100 mow = about 17 acres, each) 
of arable land on the western bank have 
been restored to.cultivation. Again, since 
the repairs to the embankment at Kia 
Chwang were completed last spring, a 
tract of country upwards of 200 li in extent, 
in the neighbourhood of How Kia Lin, 
Hoh Kia K’iao, and Chang Kia Che Mén, 
has been recovered from the inundations 
caused by the Yellow River, and a fresh 
line of defence has been added to the 
-course of the Canal. The distance now 
occupied by the passage of the Yellow 
River across the Canal, confined to the 
tract between Shih-li P’u and Pa Li Miao, 
is but little over 30 li, or barely more than 
one-fifth of what it was previously. There 
are only some 10 or 16 li of this distance 
along which thé bed of the Canal is badly 
silted. The grain junks diverge either to 
the east or to the west, according to cir- 
cumstances, in order to make the passage 
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of the Yellow River, and réenter the Canal 
on the north bank at Chang-ts’iu. So far 
as regards the improvement effected in the 
last few years in the northern portion of 
the Canal. Along its southern course, the 
Lakes in former times constituted a system 
of reservoirs by which its water-supply was 
regulated. In 1853, however, when inun- 
dations took place along the Féng Kung 


Ba tract, which flooded both the 


lakes and the Canal, causing the irrup- 
tion of sundry watercourses into the 
latter, the junks were compelled to 
take a roundabout course through the 
Wei-shan Lake. The masonry of the 
Twelve locks at Shih Pa Shui K’ow having 
further been precipitated into the bed of 
the Canal, another divergence had to be 
made through the Tuh-shan Lake; and a 
third détour was rendered necessary by 
the silting-up of the Canal at the locks of 
Tsao Lin and Chung-ts’ien. Navigation 
consequently became subject to great 
delaya; and as the lakes, properly em- 
ployed as reservoirs, were made use of as 
a means of affording passage to vessels, the 
progress of which was barred by the 
silting-up of parts of the Canal, the 
system of regulating the water-supply was 
interfered with. As various locks and 
sluices were destroyed, morepver, two 
years ago, by the inundations caused by 
the breach at Shih Chwang Hu, there is 
reason to fear that portions heretofore 
navigable may become silted-up, unless 
. prompt measures be taken for the needful 
repairs. The proper course to be pursued, 
in view of the fact that the principal 
damage to the Canal has been caused by 
the irruption of the Yellow River, is to 
deal iu the first place with the River, and 
to proceed subsequently to the repairs of 
the Canal. To undertake repairs to the 
Canal alone would be a mere sham. The 
Governor has in previous memorials re- 
peatedly given expression to his opinion 
that the course of the Yellow River 
ought to be restored to its Southern 
Channel, for the reason that, so long as 
the Yellow River runs northwards, it is 
impossible todo permanent good to the 
course of the Canal. (See memorial com- 
bating this view, presented by ].i Hung- 
chang, in Gazette of 18th August, 1873). 
Ag, however, it is out of the question that 
the Canal should be abandoned, the only 
thing to be done is to use all possible 
efforts toward restoring it to an efficient 
condition ; and this involves the absolute 
necessity of prior attention to the state 
of the Yellow River. It is proposed, 
m ean while, to rebuild the locks and sluices 
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in the neighbourhood of the Wei-shan Lak:,| 
and, after ascertaining by survey whethe: 
the silted sections in the neighbourhou: 
of Tsao Lin and Chung-ts’ien can t:: 
again made available for navigation, 1: 
take measures, in such case, for dredgin;' 
the channel. Funds will be requisite: 
order to carry out these works in th! 
course of the next winter and the followin;: 
spring. All the local resources of the pro- 
vince having been exhausted, the Govern, 
entreats that subsidies may be ordere: 
from other provinces.—Rescript ; Let th: 
proper Board take note. 

Oct. 30th.—(1) A decree in reply toa: 
memorial by Tso Tsung-t’ang, Governor} 
General of Shensi and Kansuh, denounce: 
ing the magistrate of the Ku-lang diastric:. 
Chow-k’i-chang, for the offence of levyin: 
extortions under the pretext of searchin 
for plantations of the poppy-phant, a: 
recommended by Tso Tsnng-t’ang, the me-| 
gistrate is stripped of his rank, and bar 
ished to military servitude in Mongolia. 

The remainder of this day’s Gazette: 
occupied with unimportant official detail: 

Oct. 3ist.—This day’s Gazette contai 
nothing of importance. 

Nov. Ist.—(1) Decrees appointing er 
aminers for the military examinatio. 
which are about to take place. 

(2) Chih-kang, Resident at Kur: 
(Urga), and his military colleague, mem: 
rialize with reference to the detachmer 
of troops from Suan-hwa Fu stationed « 
K’urun as a garrison, (in consequence ¢ 
the disturbances of the last few year: ; 
They are allowed by regulation a certai: 
sum for the purchase of firewood and gras 
for fuel, which were indispensable in cov: 
sequence of the severe cold experienced ::: 
Mongolia. Without adequate means ° 
maintaining artificial heat, great danger ¢ 
suffering from frostbite would be incurre: 
An additional allowance for this purpow. 
amounting to Tls. 200, for the period froc 
November to February, was heretofo: 
granted of the Imperial bounty ; and: 
repetition of this act of grace is now sv: 
cited, on the ground that the sufferin:: 
experienced by the troops are intens. 
and that the cost of fuel at Urga has ris: 
greatly, owing to the long distances frot. 
which it has to be brought.—Granted ty! 
rescript. | 

(3) Chih-kang further memorializes wit!:; 
reference to his own pay (t.e., as Brigadier ' 
General of a Banner.) Before leavin: 
Peking to proceed to his post, he requeste: 
that the rice-allowance to which he ! 
entitled might be issued to his famils; 
during his absence, in order to contribu: 
to their maintenance, his pay in mone 
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‘being made receivable by himself at his 
‘post; and a former precedent to this 
effect having been discovered by the Board 
of Revenue, the application was sanctioned. 
‘He now submits that there are no funds 
whatever at Urga from which to draw his 
‘pay, except the military chest, and he 
‘begs for sanction to his receiving from that 
‘source the amount of Tls. 124, being the 
amount due him after the stoppage of 
one-fifth, according to the existing rule, 
‘on account of his pay (féng yin) as Briga- 
dier -General of a Banner. He further 
adds that, beyond the amount of Tis. 360, 
‘which he has received at his post as one- 
half of the “ anti-extortion allowance” to 
which he is entitled (the remaining half 
‘being withheld owing to the pressure of 
financial exigencies), he has no further 
income assigned him; and it is the state 
of embarrassment to which he is conse- 
quently reduced that impels him to obtrude 
so trifling a subject as the present on the 
notice of their Majesties.—Rescript: We 
have taken note. 

| Nov. 2nd.—(1) A decree in reply toa 
memorial by the Governor-General of the 
Yellow River, reporting the safety of both 
banks of the river in the Jast halt of Octo- 
ber. Ten sticks of Tibetan incense are 
forwarded, to be offered in thanksgiving 
at the Temple of the River. Rewards are 
conferred upon officers of the river staff 
‘whose merits have been reported. 


(2) Wu-t’ang, Governor-General of Sze- 
ch’wan, memorializes soliciting the exten- 
sion to the literary candidates of that 
‘province of a privilege heretofore bestowed 
‘upon those belonging to Yiinnan and 
Kweichow. In consideration of the great 
distance of these provinces from Peking, 
graduates proceeding to Peking from 
thence to compete at the triennial ex- 
aminations, are entitled to a posting-order 


K he which secures to each graduate one 


horse at every postatation. This diminishes 
the cost of the journey to such a degree 
as to bring it within the means of needy 
scholars ; and the distance between Sze- 
ch’wan and the Capital is nuw pleaded as a 
reason for extending the same boon to 
the scholars of that province.—Rescript 
referring the proposal to the proper Board 
for consideration. 

(3) Chih-kang, President at Urga, 
reports concerning the dismissal of the 
troops from Ku-pei K’ow, numbering one 
thousand strong, who until lately have 
been stationed at Urga for purposes of 
local defence. Sanction having been 
obtained by previous memorial to the 
despatch of this body of men to their homes 
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by the trading route, 1,400 and odd carts 
being engaged for the purpose, they com- 
menced the journey on the 20th Septem- 
ber. The force numbered 1,284 all told, 
supernumeraries included, occupying with 
baggage, provisions, etc., 1,480 ox-carts, 
for the hire of each of which 4 Taels were 
paid. The stages by the commercial route 
from Urga to Ku-pei K’ow are 77 in 
number ; and the amount paid for cart- 
hire, viz. Tls. 5,640, is less than if the 
troops had been sent by the regular 
Government road, 

Nov. 3rd.—(1) A decree in reply to 
a memorial from the Governor of Shan- 
tung, reporting the safety of both banks of 
the Yellow River within his jurisdiction 
up to the shwang kiang period (28rd Oct.) 
Thank cfferings to the God of the River 
are awarded. 

(2) A Decree with reference to the 
graduates who passed the examinations for 
the Ki-jén degree last month at Peking. 
As the result of the revising committee's 
labours, 27 graduates have been placed in 
the first-class, 60 in the second, and 68 
in the third, all of whom are allowed to 
compete at next year’s examination for 
the tsin-sze degree. Chang-Ping, who bas 
the fourth-class assigned to him, is put 
back for one period (i.e, until 1877). 

(3) Jui-lien, Military Governor of Jeh- 
ho, reports the capture of a noted des- 
perado and highwayman, for whom the 
local authorities have long been on the 
look-out. His career as a leader of 
brigands dates from 1861, since which 
time, after committing mumerous crimes, 
he has been for seme years in hiding 
among the lamas at Wu 1’ai Shan, where 
he took on himself the profession of a 
priest. He has lately reappeared at the 
head of a gang of three hundred male- 
factors, and a party of the foreign-armed 
troops having been sent in pursuit he has 
been captured after a severe fight. Sanc- 
tion to his immediate excution is solicited, 
and granted by rescript. 

(4) Jui-lien further memorializes report- 
ing that a woman Jately drove up to his 
residence in a cart, and declaring herself 
to belong to the Imperial lineage, demanded 
justice. On enquiry being made, she 
stated that her deceased husband, who _ 
died many years ago, was an Imperial 
clansman belonging to one of the Peking 
banners ; and that having been stricken 
with insanity in 1856, after the death of 
her husband, she was deported to Mouk- 
den, where she was assigned a residence 
in the clansmen’s quarter. Of Jate she had 
been put into fetters and confined between 
high walls, and as she was conscivus of no 
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offence she had effected her escape by 
crawling through a hole in the wall. Her 
design was to lay her complaint before any 
official tribunal she could reach ; and hav- 
ing made her way to Jeh-ho she appealed 
to the Military Governor for redress. On 
being examined, the carters stated that all 
they knew about the woman was that she 
had hired them on the road ; but as their 
statement cannot be credited they are sent 
together with the woman herself in custody 
to Peking.— Rescript referring the case to 
the Imperial Clan Court and Board of 
Punishments. 


Nov. 4th.—No documents of importance. 


Nov, 5th.—(1) A decree degrading the 
officials responsible for the escape of 
certain prisoners from a jail in Kirin, and 
enjoining the recapture of these individuals 
within a period of four months, failing 
which the superior officials are to be 
denounced for severe penalties. 

(2) A decree, in reply to a memorial 
from Ts’ung-shih, acting Military Governor 
of Shéng-king, who has denounced several 
of the military officials within his juris- 
diction for inefticiency and corrupt conduct. 
They are cashiered ou his recommendation. 
* (8) Ts’ung-shih, acting Military Governor 
of Shéng-king, reports the services 
rendered by sundry military officers, who 
distinguished themselves in April last in 
the attack made upon the remnants of a 
gang of banditti, who had established 
themselves on one of the islands on the coast. 
Forty or fifty of the malefactors were slain 
after a desperate resistance, and many 
others were drowned. Promotion is 
awarded to the officers in command, and 
posthumous honours are decreed in favour 
of two officers and two soldiers who lost 
their lives in the affair. 


(4) In a postscript memorial, Ts’ung- 
shih further commends the activity dis- 
played by the acting military commandant 
of Newchwang, an ofticer of the rank of 
tso-ling, named Tékhtsingéh, Shortly 
after his recent appointment to the post, he 
set to work to apprehend a certain titular 
graduate of the Hai-ch’éng district, named 
Kwoh Chén, who has long been a terror to 
the adjacent country, having placed him- 
self at the head of a band of depredators, 
with whose assistance he has heen in the 
habit of committing divers acts of pillage, 
levying blackmail, and the like. He and 
three of his confederates have now been 
seized and forwarded as prisoners to 
Moukden, where they have made full con- 
fession of their crimes. They have been 
summarily executed ; and promotion to the 
first vacancy in the grade of hieh-ling is 
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solicited on behalf of Tékhtsingéh- 
Granted by rescript. 

Nov. 6th.—(L) A decree in reply to: 
memorial from Li ‘Hung-chang, recon 
mending the officials employed in attendix: 
to the care of the Yung-ting River, for tk 
services rendered by them during the lai 
flood season. Penalties heretofore in 
posed upon them are remitted. - 

(2) The Governor of Hupeh memorializ 
requesting the usual mark of Impeii 
approbation on behalf of a young gird 
the Kien-li district, who has distinguisha 
herself by chaste and filial devotion on tii 
death of her betrothed husband in Jul 
last. With difficulty dissuaded from ha 
resolution to commit suicide and follis 
him to the grave, she has insisted on bei; 
received into his family as a widoni: 
daughter-in-law, and has devoted hen 
with the utmost assiduity to attendan 
on the parents of her spouse. —The ert 
tion of a monumental tablet sanctioned ti 
rescript. 

Nov. 7th.—(1) The Governor of Che: 
kiang memorializes reporting the disast 
suffered in that province trom flood a 
drought during the past season, Excess: 
rains prevailed during the month of Jur 
last, and the low-lying lands were fowir. 
to a great extent through the swellin: 
the mountain streains, ‘This was especial’ 
the case in the three prefectures of Ha 
chow, Kia-hing, and Hu-chow, Agric 
tural operations in this region of cou! 
have sufferred greatly in consequer: 
The more mountainous districts of the: 
terior have been less afflicted, their cr: 
being for the most part dry, and plaut. 
earlier in the year, In the Ningpo, l¥ 
chow, and Shao-hing prefecture, there bs 
been complaint, on the other hand, « 
drought during July and August. Ui} 
cials have been deputed to inspect tl} 
amount of damage entailed, with a vieti 
recommendation of the proper measure’ 
relief. It is observed that since the close 
the rebellion, the people have taken 
preference to silk-growing instead of 
ordinary forms of agriculture, as bei 
more profitable and less exposed to ri! 
from bad weather. ‘This accounts for; 
little progress that has been made + 
bringing land under cultivation with f- 
crops once more. 

(2) The Governor of Chehliang furl 
reports that a Lin-clViuan junk, in distres 
had anchored in a bay on the coast of *: 
P’ing-yang district, on the 18th July ls 
On being inspected by the magistrate * 
was found to have suffered much dams: 
and to have a crew of eleven men on ber 
who communicated their names * 
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:particulars of their voyage by means of 
Chinese writing. They stated that they 
‘belonged to Napa, and had set sail on the 
10th April on a voyage to T’ai-p’ing 
Shan (Meiaco-sima Group), but had been 
‘disabled in a gaie, and had drifted before 
the wind and sea until they finally reached 
the coast of Uhehkiang. The vessel was 
found to contain nothing beyond a supply 
_of millet. In conformity with regulation, 
orders have been given for the supply of 
necessaries to these shipwrecked barba- 
riaus, and for their being forwarded on 
board their own vessel to Foochow, in 
order that they may thence proceed to 
their own country, in fulfilment of the in- 
tention entertained by the Sacred Ruler 
_to cherish tenderly those from afar. 


Nov. 8th.—The Censor Chow Shu-shéng 
memorializes, denouncing Liang Séng-pao, 
one of the revising officers of the recent 
‘literary examinations, for arbitrary judg- 
ment and conduct actuated by personal 


motives SenetT It is submitted 


that in the year 1760 the Emperor 
Kien Lung decreed with reference 
to the rules for revising the pro- 


‘ductions of the successful candidates at 
the examinations, which had then lately 
_been introduced as an indispensable means 
_of checking tendencies to literary irregu- 
larity on the part of students, that exces- 
sive harshness in mere verbal criticism was 
by no means the intention of the new 
institution, Liang Séng-pao, a Vice- 
President of the Court of Literary Record, 
having had seven of the essays produced 
at the recent examinations assigned to 
him for revision, is accused of having 
‘criticised with unjustifiable harshness the 
whole of these papers. It is implied that 
in taking such action he was influenced 
by personal motives. In a supplementary 
memorial, the Censor repeats the same 
charge in another form.—For Rescript see 
Gazette of Oct. 24th. 

(2) The Censor ‘Téng K’ing-lin memo- 
rializes representing the hardship entailed 
by the closing of certain government pawn- 

shops at Peking. In former times, he 
states, the Court of the Imperial House- 
hold had, with due sanction, given 
authority for the establishment in different 
parts of Peking of pawnshops under go- 
vernment patronage, the object of which 
was to provide a means for relieving the 
necessities of the people. Owing to the 
troubled state of the country in 1861 it 
was proposed at that time to close the 
establishments in question ; but so much 
popular discontent was evoked by this 
measure that, in 1862, steps were again 
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taken to restore to them the funds which 
had been withdrawn; and the system 
has continued in force since then, greatly 
to the advantage of the public. Of late, 
owing to some maladministration that has 
occurred, it has again been proposed to 
act upon a precedent set in the year 1754, 
and to withdraw from these pawnshops 
the capital officially advanced to them. 
Notice has been given to ticket-holders to 
redeem their pledges within a fixed time, 
and this it is to be feared very few of the 
persons interested will be in a position to 
do. Their property will consequently be 
sold and much distress occasioned. It is 
besought that the matter be reconsidered. 
—Consideration ordered by rescript already 
published. 


Nov. 9th.—Féng-shén, Military Gover- 
nor of Tsitsihar, memorializes reporting the 
measures about to be taken toward 
extirpating the remainder of the brigands 
who have given trouble in the neighbour- 
hood of Hu-lan T’ing. A force of 1,000 
men ia to be sent to scour the forests of 
the Black Mountain after the fall of the 
leaf has set in, the expedition being 
assembled under pretext of undertaking 
the autumnal military hunt, in order to 
divert attention from the real object in 
view. 


Nov. 10th.—(l) Ts’ung-shih, acting 
Military Governor of Shéngking, and his 
colleague K’i-jiian, jointly memorialize 
replying to the reasons advanced by the 
Board of Civil Office in opposition to their 
proposal that certain modifications be in- 
troduced in the method of appointments 
to district Magistracies. They represent 
that in the province of Fény-t’ien, ap- 
pointments to chow and hien Magistracies 
are reserved by rule for either Manchus 
or Chinese, as the case may be, and that 
in practice at the present day this rule 
works injuriously, since it frequently 
happens that the officer most qualitied for 
a vacancy is debarred from holding the 
appointment on the mere ground that he 
is either Manchu or Chinese. Times have 
changed, and the condition of affairs 
moves with the times; and the memo- 
rialists feel bound in the interest of the 
public service and of the people at large, 
to repeat their recommendation. The 
Board of Civil Office has, indeed, denied 
that the times have changed ; but Ts’ung- 
shih and his colleague can aver from per- 
sonal experience on the spot the necessity 
of making the distribution of appoint- 
ments more manageable.—Rescript refer- 
ring the proposal to deliberation by a 
special Council, issued October 28th. 
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(2) Yinghan, ex-Governor-General of 
the Two Kwang, memorializes reporting 
having given up the seals of office on the 
30th September last, and fixed the 2nd 
October for the commencement of his 
journey. He will proceed overland to 
Peking, to await the penalty inflicted by 
sentence of the Board, as commanded in 
the Decree issued on September Ist. 

Nov. 11th.--(1) The Governor of Yiin- 
nan, Tsén Yii-ying, acting Governor- 
General of Yiinnan and Kweichow, re- 
ports sundry changes in the official estab- 
lishment of the Province. The Prefect of 
Ts’u-hiung, Shu Che-K’iao, being placed 
in mourning retirement through the death 
of his mother, the Prefect Chu Peh-mei 


Fe A: who has vacated his late 


appointment at Yungch’ang Fu, is an 
officer qualified to succeed him. The Pre- 
feot of Ch’éng-kiang Fu, Ch’ang-shan, 
having been removed from his pust and 
ordered to the provincial capital, an ex- 
pectant Prefect named Héug-chang is by 
his ability and energy highly qualified to 
succeed him. The acting Prefect of K’ai- 
hwa Fu (on the Tonquin border), Yao Kia- 
k’i, having been removed from his post 
and ordered to the provincial capital, a sul- 


Prefect named Ts’ai Ytian-sih BE 
is appointed to act in his stead, being 
highly commended for his experience, 
ass'duity, and firmness, Subsidiary ap- 
poiutinents are made in consequence of 
this promotion. The acting sub-Prefect of 
T’éng-yiieh ‘T’ing (Momein), Wu K’i-liang, 
RR RSE, having been summoned to the 


provincial capital, an expectant Depart- 
ment Magistrate named Chow Wei-siian 


FRESE, a diligent and capable officer, 


is nominated to act in the vacancy. A 
number of other civilian functionaries in 
different parts of the Province are named 
as having been sent for to the provincial 
capital. 

(2) The Governor of Yiinnan further 
memorializes with reference to the appoint- 
ment of Prefect of P’u-urh Fu. A de- 
spatch has been received from the Board of 
Civil Office, forwarding a Decree in which 
Wén-kwang, the Prefect hitherto in oftice, 
is directed to vacate his post and to come 
to Peking for presentation. ‘The office is 
one technically classed as ‘‘ in a malarious 
climate and of an important category,” 
and appointments to it are therefore to be 
made by selection, not by the system of 
drawing lots, The region in question 
lies on the extremest frontier of the 
empire, in a climate of the most mala- 
rious and unhealthy description. It 
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borders, moreover, on Burmah ani 
Laos, and comprises three — superi 
sub-prefectures, one district, and the thir 
teen chieftaincies, designated Pan-na-t'- 
sze, of the Kiu-lung Kiang (river Mékoug) 
ln view of the great extent of territor 
embraced within the limits of the prefe: 
ture, and the important functions tobs 
discharged in the way respectively of “co 
trolling” and ‘‘soothing,” it is only» 
officer who has had many years’ service in 
Yiinnan, with large experience of frontier 
affairs and the ways of the barbarians, u 
well asa constitution that will resist the 
pestilential climate, who can be equalt: 
the task of government, The two chid 
Provincial Oommissioners report ths 
among the entire body of officials through- 
out the province, entitled to be either 
transferred or promoted to the vacan 
post, there isnot one who is not eithe 
at this moment occupying an office ¢ 
importance or else unsuited to th 
requirements of the vacancy. On the lix 
of unemployed officials awaiting appoiut 
ments there is, however, one named Li 


Hi-tsdng Rea; ®, classed on the li: 


for immediate employment as a Profet, 
whose age is at present 52, a native of tl 
province of Kansuh. His official histor 
is as follows :—Having taken one of th 
lesser literary degrees with ‘* honours,” li 
proceeded to Peking in 1856 to compet: 
at the triennial examination ; but, as the 
date of the examination was still dista: 
he purchased a brevet of the rank of sub- 
Department-mayistrate, and, having li 
audience, was commanded to proceed 1 
Yiinnan on probation. Having arrived u 
Szech’wan on his way thither, he was over 
taken by news of his father’s death, an: 
he returned to his native province t 
observe the period of mourning. On this 
being completed, he obtained the du: 
official communication, and reported hin- 
self in Yiinnan. After holding the seals 
successively, as acting incumbent of variow! 
Magistracies and Prefectures, such as Li 
kiang, Wei-si, &c., and having render 
active service in the field at the recaptutt 
of the vities of Chung-tien and Wei-ai, hi 
was promoted by decree to a aub-Prefec' 
ship, and subsequently honoured with the 
decoration of a peacock-feather and furthe: 
promotion for additional military service. 
In 1869 he was obliged to return to lis 
native province to go into mourning 0! 
the death of his mother, having accom 
plished which he again returned 
Yiinnan. His present grade was conferre! 
upon him by decree in reward for his 
services at the recapture of Yung-ch’ay 
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Fu and other cities in 1873, and in 1874 
he proceeded to Peking for presentation, 
which took place on the 17th July in that 
year. On his return to Yiinnan he was 
appointed to a department magistracy, 
whence, in August last, he was transferred 
to act in the Prefectship of P’u-urh Fu. 
His confirmation in this appointment is 
uow solicited, although it is to some slight 
axtent contrary to regulation as regards 
the official category of the post.—Referred 
by rescript for the decision of the Board 
of Civil . Office. 

: Nov. 12th.—(1)°A decree based on the 
-eport presented by the Board of Civil 
Office with reference to the conduct of 
K’i-si, a secretary of the Board of 
Revenue, who was denounced for grave 
misconduct by the Censor Yt Shang- 
hwa (see Gazettes of ,June, July, and 
August.) Several of the charges brought 
against him are deolared to be disproved ; 
but he is found guilty of serious neglect 
in connection with two cases in particular. 
In one of these, connected with the collec- 
tion of foreign duties at the Ki-shui Méu 
‘Capsingmoon, near Hongkong), he omit- 
‘ted to forward a despatch, and the Yamén 
of Foreign Affairs failed to discover this 
‘omission, The second case was a derelic- 
tion of duty in connection with the audit- 
‘ing of accounts from Kansuh. K’i-sii is 
'to be adjudged the proper penalty, and the 
‘Dflicials guilty of oversight in the two 
particulars referred to, are to be reported 
by name to the Board to be similarly dealt 
‘with, 

' (2) A decree awarding penalties to the 
‘officials responsible in a case reported by 
‘Li Hung-chang, as Governor-General of 
‘Chihli, in which a body of upwards of 20 
‘prisoners confined in the prefectural prison 
‘at Pao-ting Fu made an attack on the 
‘jailers and succeeded in breaking open the 
doors and effecting their escape. Although 
‘more than half of them have been retaken, 
‘the affair is a most scandalous one. The 
“acting jail- warden is degraded, and is to be 
‘brought to trial together with the jailers. 
‘The recaptured prisoners are to be forth- 
‘with executed, and the Prefect, although 
‘occupied at the time with the examinations, 
‘is to be adjudged a penalty for having 
failed in taking adequate precautions, 

‘ (3) The Court of Censorate memorialize 
forwarding the appeal of Yitan P’i-she, a 
mative of Lin-chang in Honan, who com- 
plains of the murder of his brother. A 
‘certain relative, a man of influence named 
'Yiian K’ai-t’ai, had seized possession of 
‘some of complainant’s land, and in March 
last this man employed a rascally member 
‘of the family, with his three sons, to 
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discharge a display of fireworks, the conse- 
quence of which was that some of com- 
plainant’s straw-ricks were set on fire aud 
burnt. On complainant remonstrating 
with Yiian K’ai-tai he not only did not 
put a stop to the proceedings, but actually 
sent the four men above referred to with 
arms in their hands to complainant’s 
house, where, an altercation ensuing, they 
wounded his mother with a blow on the 
temple, and when his younger brother 
came to the rescue they cut him down and 
mortally wounded him. Owing to the in- 
fluence exerted by Yiian K’ai-tai the local 
authorities have done their best to hush 
up the matter, although the three younger 
aggressors were taken into custody after 
an inquest held on the remains of the 
murdered man ; an appeal is consequently 
lodged at Peking.— Referred in the usual 
manner, 

(4) The Court of Oensorate forward a 
second appeal by a native of the same dis- 
trict with the foregoing, a man named Ma 
Shén-lin, a day-labourer, aged fifty-nine. 
He states that his late nephew Ma Uh’ang- 
k’ti had left on his death a young widow, 
who formed an illicit connection with a 
man named Ltt Pu-chow. His son, Ma 
Chang-che, having remonstrated against 
this state of affairs, Lii Pu-chow leagued 
himself with certain members of the 
family and obtained by means of bribes 
the assistance of a military subaltern 
commanding a post in the neighbour- 
hood. This man came at the head of 
a body of horse and foot-soldiers, to 
the number of more than one hundred 
men, and attacked complainant’s house on 
the night of the 29th May last. Firing 
off foreign muskets they burst into the 
dwelling, which they pillaged of every- 
thing, and having severely wounded a 
neighbour named Ma Hwai-chu, who came 
to the rescue, they bound him and carried 
him off a prisoner. The next day, com- 
plainant’s son set out for the magistracy 
to lodge a complaint, but was stopped on 
the road by Lii Pu-chow and his confeder- 
ates, who falsely accused him of being a 
criminal against whom a warrant was out 
for brigandage, and carried him off, toge- 
ther with the wounded men, to the district 
magistracy. Here both were severely 
beaten and lodged in jail, and a few days 
afterwards they died in confinement. ‘The 
most grievous thing of all is that from 
that day to this no clue to the whereabouts 
of their remains has been obtained ; and 
this appeal is accordingly lodged.—Refer- 
red in the usual manner. 

Nov. 13th.—(l) A decree based,on the 
report made by the vice-President Hu 
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Jui-lan, who was specially appointed to 
examine the case of a woman of the Yii- 
hang district in Cheh-kiang, on a charge 
preferred against her of having poisoned 
her husband and of falsely accusing a 
Kii jen graduate named Yang Nai-wu, 
with whom she had indulged in adulterous 
intercourse, of complicity in the crime. A 
supervising Censor named Wang Shu-jui 
had memorialized on this case, stating that 
the judicial officers of the Province had 
unjustly confirmed the finding of the 
court of first instance. It is now ascer- 
tained that Yang Nai-wu was in facta 
party to the murder of her husband by 
the woman Koh Pih-she, and a sentence 
has been pronounced in conformity with 
law. It is further declared that in the 
original decision of the case, no departure 
from the law, in the shape of either undue 
leniency or severity, is chargeable to the 
judicial functionaries concerned. In com- 
pliance with the memorialist’s request, the 
Board of Punishment is directed to con- 
sider and report upon the case, and also 
with reference to a rule which it is pro- 
posed shall be promulgated throughout the 
Empire, enjoining greater explicitness in 
reports made with reference to criminal 
trials, especially in respect of any ais- 
crepancies between the statements made 
in the complaints lodged and the facts 
elicited on trial. 

(2) P’éng Yii-lin, Inspector-General of the 
Yangteze naval forces, and Ung T’ung-tsio, 
acting Governor-General of the two Hu, 
jointly memorialize reporting the criminal 
conduct, trial, and execution of an officer 
of the rank of Colonel, named T’an Tsu- 
lun, who had waylaid and carried off the 
wife of a Lieutenant-colonel, during her 
husband’s absence in Kansuh, and having 
immured her in his own house together 
with her mother, in whose company she 
was travelling by boat when thus captured, 
had forcibly compelled her to yield to his 
desires, alleging a debt due him by her 
husband as his excuse. The husband, 
while on his way back to Hupeh, had 
fallen overboard and was drowned. Nu- 
merous acts of misconduct are alleged 
against the incriminated official, in the 
shape of embezzlement of the pay of his 
men, and the lize, He has been brought 
to trial, and after much attempted evasion 
has confessed his guilt, upon which he has 
been executed according to military law. 
His commanding Brigadier is denounced 
for negligence in allowing such crimes to 
be committed unperceived ; and by rescript 
this officer, named Liu Wei-chéng, is 
handed over to the Board for the due 
adjudication of a penalty. 
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’ wearing the button of the fourth rank#: 


Nov. 14th.—(1) A decree in reply tr, 
memorial from the Censor Téng K’ingli:, 
urging that an appeal relating to the su: 
cession to a Mongolian principality 
promptly brought totrial. It appears thi 
the princess (ia) No-’rh-sze-teh-m, 
mother of the deceased Prince (Kita) 
Da-da-ba-cha-mu-su, has appealed agai 
the supreme chief of the tribe for ans 
of wrongful adoption, and that the si 
plaintiff has been awaiting a hearing x 
Peking for more than a year past, no sta 
having been taken in the matter by i: 
Colonial Office. An immediate trial + 
now ordered. (Sew Gazette of Sept. di. 
1874, in which similar orders were notific 


(2) A decree in reply to a memorial fr 
the Governor of Chehkiang, who har 
quested the removal of the interdict up: 
the establishment of population on ti 
island of Nan-t’ien fa lying oft 
coast of the Siang-shan and Ningtu 
districts, Squatters, attracted by ti 
rich and productive soil, are now report! 
to have occupied the island, establish: 
themselves in huts and bringing the li 
under cultivation. The removal of ti 
interdict is granted, and orders are att 
same time given for a careful survey oft! 
lands occupied, the definition of bom 
aries, collection of revenue, and encours 
ment of further cultivation. As regiti 


the occupation of the waste lands ofl} °. 


K’i Shan K in the Ting 
district (Chusan), it is enjoined that at: 
be taken to bring the lands, upon whi 
squatters are now reported to have seit 
themselves in large numbers, on 
register of taxation, and to report to‘ 
Throne the statistics of population #! 
area and description of land. 

(3) A decree awarding a donation ofl 
3,60 from the interest fund of tl 
Household Treasury, for the provision « 
wadded clothing for the aged and destit” 
poor of the Capital, in accordance ¥! 
former precedent. 

(4) ADecree. Whereas work hasnow be 
begun at the Mausoleum of/# 


PT] 
late Majesty, it is proper that favour “ 
vouchsafed to the professors of the sciel 
of geomaucy. Leta button of the th- 
rank be bestowed upon Li T’ang, at pre2*" 


expectant of the grade of sub-Prefect ; * 
let a button of the sixth degree be bestosr 
upon Li Ch’én-yii, at present belonging - 
the inferior degree of the ninth rank. 

(5) Tso Tsung-t’ang, Governor-Gevtt 
of Kausuh and Shensi, memorial 





enouncing the acting Magistrate of the 
cu-lang district for levying extortions 
nder pretence of checking the growth of 
1e Opium-poppy. ‘The facts, as stated at 
reat length, are as followa:—On entering 
pouhisoftice, the Magistrate was apnroach- 
d by sundry of the notables and farmers 
f his district, who handed iu a sum of 
10Oney as the assesment dueon land planted 
rith the poppy. ‘This the Magistrate 
ccepted, though by a subsequent arrange- 
rent he endeavoured to make it appear 
hat he had at first refused the sum 
nthe ground of illegality, and finally 
onsented to receive it only as a payment 
oward the purchase of camels for trans- 
sorting supplies—a question which, it is 
emarked, did not concern him in the 
aast, Some time later, on perambulating 
‘is district, he caused through his revenue 
lerk the tarmers to pay in either a certain 
tuota of opium or a commutation in 
noney. The amount received in money 
vas some Ts, 1,163 ; and the value of the 
lrug collected, which hé afterwards re- 
-unded to the farmers who had supplied 
t, was ‘I'ls. 3,000. The falsity of the 
»xcuses he has alleged has been fully 
»xxposed, and his attempt to damage the 
sharacter of his superior, the Prefect of 
Ginng-chow, by accusing him of accepting 
noney presents at his hands, has broken 
lown, Lt is requested that Chow K’i- 
sh’ang, the guilty mayistrate in question, 
‘ye stripped of his rank and transported 
50 military servitude.—Granuted by pre- 
vious rescript. 

Nov. 15th.—(1) A decree in reply toa 
memorial from the Governor General of 
the Grain Transport, announcing the safety 
of all the works along the Grand Canal up 
to the Shwang Kiang period (Oct. 23rd). 
Ten sticks of Tibetan incense are ordered 
to be sent as a thank-offering to the temple 
of the God of the Rivers. 

(2) A decree awarding an extra gratuity 
of ‘Ils. 50 per mens-m, for the next three 
montha, to the ofticials at present employed 
in the Lmperial Historiographers’ Ottice, in 
consideration of the inclement season of 
the year during which their labours are 
beimg performed. (N.B.—The work in 
progress is the compilation of the Veritable 
Record, or Annals of the late reign). 

(3) A decree iu reply to a memorial from 
the supervising Censor Pien Pao-ts’ii-n, 
who has alleged that the recent examina- 
tion by a special Commissioner, Ho Jui- 
lan, into the case of a murder of a husband 
in Chehkiang was not satisfactorily per- 
formed, and has requested that the case he 
brought before the Board of Punishments. 
The record of the proceedings taken befure 
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Ho Jui-lan, who was strictly commanded 
to allow no favouritism toward brother 
officials to influence his judgment, has 
already been forwarded to the Board of 
Punishments, and if any attempt at screen- 
ing improper actions has been made, de- 
tection cannot fail to ensue. The request 
made that the entire case be brought up 
for trial before the Board of Punishments 
is contrary to all precedent, and is rejected. 

(4) A decree conferring honours and 
promotion on certain officials of Szech’wan, 
for services rendered in the suppression of 
an inaurrectionary movement in the sub- 
prefecture of Sii-yung, on the border of 
Yiinnan, in the month of August last. 

Nov. 16th —(1) A decree in reply to a 
memorial from Mu-t’u-shan, acting Mili- 
tary Governor of Kirin, who has de- 
nounced several military officers under 
his jurisdiction for corrupt and oppres- 
sive conduct. ‘They are stripped of their 
rank, and ordered to be brought stringently 
to trial, 

(2) Mu-Uushan, acting Military Go- 
vernor of Kirin, memorializes with re- 
ference to the transportation of criminals 
within his jurisdiction, with special refer- 
ence to the case of four prisoners who 
had been forcibly rescued by « band of 
mounted robbers, as communicated to 
him by the Governor whom he has super- 
seded. He finds that owing to the dis- 
turbed state of the three Manchurian 
provinces, the country being infested with 
mounted brizauds, cases of rescue of this 
description have been «f constant occur- 
rence, and it is necessary to take mea- 
sures in order to prevent the ranks of the 
highway robbers being thus recruited, and 
criminals from escaping from the hands of 
justice, ‘he rule in force is that each 
criminal while being sent from point to 
point shall be escorted by two soldiers, in 
charge of a petty officer, both officer and 
soldiers providing their own travelling 
expenses. It is now proposed that hence- 
forward a guard of ten men shall be sent 
with all parties of prisoners numbering 
less than four, a yuard of fifteen for four 
men, and of twenty for five men, this 
being the maximum number of any one 
party under escort. ‘The guard to be pro- 
vided with arms and aminunition, anda 
travelling allowance to be issued to them. 
—Referred by rescript to the Buard of 
Revenue to take note, 

(3) Mu-t’u-slian further memorializes 
reporting that, after taking office in his 
new post, he reviewed the military force 
under his command, when he found the 
soldiery living within the city and 
doing duty at his yaméu smartly dressed 
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and well shod, but for the most part 
knowing very little about archery or 
horsemanship. The soldiery and officers, 
on the contrary, who live in the country 
villages, presented a ragged and forlorn 
appearance, but seemed to be stout and 
honest fellows, although their state of 
poverty was something pitiable. Enquiry 
led him to discover that the duties con- 
nected with the collection’ of, customs’ 
duties and the guards at the several 
military posts, were habitually entrusted 
to the military of the city alune, who took 
turn and turn about, the soldiery of the 
villages receiving no calls to duty what- 
ever. The Governor had further been 
informed, from the moment of his entrance 
into Kirin, that the ofticers in charge of 
the military posts were in the habit of 


allowing the lawless gold hunters 4 BE 


to proceed to the mountains, levying a 
percentage-tax of gold dust for this consent 
on their part. Officers at Sansing, who 
were convicted of thus extorting amounts 
of gold dust, have already been denounced 
to the throne. In order to put a stop to 
these malpractices, the Governor pave 
orders that the tour of duty should be 
divided equally between the soldiery of 
both country and city alike. When the 
time arrived, however, for a change of the 
officers and men on duty, the Colonel, 
Fo-’rh-tan by name, who had'the arrange- 
ments tuder his charge, handed in a list 
in which, as before, none but members of 
the city force were named. On_ being 
asked the meaning of this, he replied that 
it had always been customary to give the 
duty at the posts and customs’ stations, 
where there is something to be made, as a 
recompense to the men who came on duty 
in the yamén; and his tone and manner 
betrayed feelings of great discontent, It 
is found that this officer is a man of much 
duplicity of character, and notorious for his 
inefficiency as a military superior ; and it 
is evident from his attempt to force the 
city soldiery into employment, that he was 
actuated by motives of a personal nature. 
It is requested that he be cashiered, with 
the proviso that he be never again re- 
commended for re-employment,—Granted 
by previous rescript. 


(4) K’ing-lin, the late Superintendent of 
the Imperial Manufactory at Nanking, re- 
ports having handed over the seals of his 
office on the 11th October to his successor 
Wén-kw’ei, together with the amount of 
Tls. 34,355 deposited in his treasury as the 
main balance of funds in hand, beside 
Tis. 9,496, being asupplementary amount, 
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Wén-kw’ei, on his part, memorial 
announcing his having taken office. 

Nov. 17th.—(L) A Decree. The Cems 
Li Ting-siao has memorialized represent 
that a provincial high authority has i 
dulged in wanton delay, and requesti, 
that he be severely punished. Liu Yu: 
chao, Governor-General of Yiinnan a} 
Kweichow, who has sent in no faurti¢ 
application for congé since he reported 
the fourth moon (May last) that he lu 
set out on his return journey, has wai: 
actually until the ninth moon (Octob+ 
before taking his departure from Ch’, 
teh in Hunan, Such wanton delay ty 
tokens an extreme neglect of duty. 1: 
Liu Yoh-chao be handed over to the Boi 
for the adjudication of a severe penalty. 

(2) A decree expressing the Impen 
solicitude on behalf of the soldiery of tk 
garrison of Peking, who are exposed! 
much suffering through the inclemency : 
the weather. A gratuity of one moutl! 
pay at the present rates is ordered to 
bestowed on the entire force, both Mane: 
and Chinese troops and constabulary. 

(3) A decree in reply to memorials fr: 
Ts’ung-shih with reference to recognitt, 
of the title to lands on the Corean froutit 
formerly waste and under probibiti 
against occupation and culture, but whi 
have been settled on by squatters for maj 
years past. At Ts’ung-shih’s recommend} 
tion the breach of the law in the past! 
condoned with reference to the settle: 
and authority is given to bringing “ 
population on the censor’s register and )'¥ 
cing the land under taxation, ‘The quest! 
of appointing officials in the tract ” 
country in question is referred to \ 
proper Board for deliberation. 

(4) Shén_ Pao-chén, Imperial Commt 
sioner in Formosa, and his colleagis 
report the appointment of an off! 
named Chow Yeo-ki as acting incumbe: 
of the newly created district of Hé: 


ch’un izes (Perpetual Spring), which! 


has been determined to establish since 
Lion Head tribe of aborigines was av 
into submission. Plans for the Magistr! 
were prepared 80 soon as this achieve’! 
was accomplished, and building mater! 
were sent for, of which a part has m* 
arrrived. Five hundred builders #! 
labourers are to be bronght over fr") 
Chinchew for the prosecution of the wet 


Nov. 18th.—(1) A decree, based 0! 
memorial from Pao-yiin, President of they. 
Board of Civil Office, and his colleagi* 
with reference to the recent complaii! "| © 
undue severity on the part of a revit 
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E the essays handed in at the late exam- 
1ations. The errors pointed out by the 
aviser Liang Séng-pao are reported as 
aving really existed ; but for the future, 
2visers are instructed to avoid the sem- 
lance of harshness and captious criticism, 


‘here no actual faults in composition 


cour, 

(2) Ts’ung-shih, acting military Governor 
f Shéng-king, reports the measures taken 
‘ith reference to the tract of country on 
he Corean frontier, known as Ta Tung 


(ow ABU, with reference to which 


istructions were received in July last, in 
‘decree having special reference to the 
xactions levied by the banditti lately 
afesting that region on the squatters who 
ave settled down upon it, in the shape of 
ues upon the timber they fell and the 
eeds they gather. The banditti having 
een exterminated by the recent operations 
f the field force directed against them, 
aeasures for introducing the control of 
overnment over the squatters..in this 
egion have become urgently fecessary ; 
nd, with this end in view, certain ofticials 
ave been deputed to make enquiry and 
eport. ‘hese functionaries have reported 
he establishment of an office at An-tsze 
‘than (Saddle Mountain), at which mea- 
ures for bringing the land under the 
-peration of the revenue system have 
Iready been set on foot. Inthe matter 
f duty on timber alone, a large number 
£ purchasers having congregated at the 
“pproach of autumn, no less than seventy 
‘housand strings of “small” cash have 
yeen collected ; whilst with reference to 
he assessment on lands, regulations 
dapted to the requirements of the case 
‘iave been drafted. Temporary certificates 
tave been issued to the actual occupiers 
£ land, and so soon as the autumn 
harvest) is over, measurements will be 
-roceeded with. If the arears are found 
0 correspond with the claims presented, 
he collection of revenue according to 
the established rule will be instituted at 
nce, beginning with next year. On noti- 
ication to this effect being issued to the 
deople, they have welcomed the announce- 
nent ; and even where in some instances 
aad characters have sought to stir up dis- 
content, with a view to engrossing power 
in their own hands, the arrests which have 
been made have led them to desist from 
lurther attempts of the kind Already 
more than 6,000 cultivators have received 
temporary rental certificates on application 
to bring their lands under the revenue 
system, and upwards of 200,000 strings of 
“small ” cash have been collected from 
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this source ; whilst from 60 to 70 per cent. 
of the total number of cultivators have yet 
to come forward. The Military Governor 
and his colleagues had no conception that 
the number of squatters un the lands beyond 
the border was so considerable ; but this 
being thecase, it has been their object, during 
the recent campaign, to accompany severity 
against the brigands with gentle treatment 
to the deserving ; and the result has been 
the diffusion of great contentment among 
the population in question. A request 
has already been received from certain of 
the trading class for permission to build a 
permanent settlement at Sha-Ho-tsze, 
which may be taken as a proof that these 
people are open to ameliorating influences. 
The region beyond the boundary, how- 
ever, which forms the highway between 
China and Corea, demands special atten- 
tion, It was heretofore prescribed that a 
space of ten [4 in width should be left un- 
inhabited, but for many years past settlers 
have been encroaching on this space, until 
now there is scarcely any ground unoccu- 
pied. The land, having been long under 
cultivation, is too valuable tuits occupiers to 
admit of their being ejected, and a modifica- 
tion of the ancient regulations is proposed, 
aroadway of ten chang in width being dis- 
tinctly marked out and reserved against 
all future encroachment. The reed-beds it 
is proposed to survey with a view to assess- 
ment, so soon as the crop shall have been 
cut ; and it is estimated that, with the 
zealous efforts which are now to be used, 
in order to repair the consequences of 
long standing neglect, a revenue of some 
Tls. 100,000 may be obtained from tim- 
ber duties and taxes on the land and the 
reed-beds. It is thought advisable to pro- 
pose the establishment of two or three sub- 
prefects or district magistrates at various 
points, and also to station a superior officer, 
vested with military powers, at Féng 
Hwang Ch’éng. Details of the proposed 
arrangements, with a map and explan- 
atory notes, are handed in together with 
the memorial:—Referred by rescript for 
consideration by the proper Board. 

Nov. 19th.—(1) A decree, in reply toa 
memorial from ‘Ts’én Yii-ying, Governor of 
Yunnan, requesting the Imperial commands 
for the punishment of an official who had 
shaved his head, contrary to law, during 
the period of mourning for the death of 
the late Emperor, and also of the indivi- 
dual who headed a mob to attack him.— 
(See Gazette of Oct. 24th.) The assistant 
Magistrate who committed the breach of 
decorum in question is pronounced, equally 
with the graduate who, in sat sfaction of 
an old grudge, hounded a mob on againat 
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offence she had effected her escape by 
crawling through a hole in the wall. Her 
design was to lay her complaint before any 
official tribunal she could reach ; and hav- 
ing made her way to Jeh-ho she appealed 
to the Military Governor for redress. On 
being examined, the carters stated that all 
they knew about the woman was that she 
had hired them on the road ; but as their 
statement cannot be credited they are sent 
together with the woman herself in custody 
to Peking.— Rescript referring the case to 
the Imperial Clan Court and Board of 
Punishments. 


Nov. 4th.—No documents of importance. 


Nov. 5th.—(1) A decree degrading the 
officials responsible for the escape of 
certain prisoners from a jail in Kirin, and 
enjoining the recapture of these individuals 
within a period of four months, failing 
which the superior officials are to be 
denounced for severe penalties. 


(2) A decree, in reply to a® memorial 
from Ts’ung-shih, acting Military Governor 
of Shéng-king, who has denounced several 
of the military officials within his juris- 
diction for inefliciency and corrupt conduct. 
They are cashiered on his recommendation. 

’ (8) Ts’ung-shih, acting Military Governor 

of Shéng-king, reports the services 
rendered by sundry military officers, who 
distinguished themselves in April last in 
the attack made upon the remnants of a 
gang of banditti, who had established 
themselves on one of the islands on the coast. 
Forty or fifty of the malefactors were slain 
after a desperate resistance, and many 
others were drowned. Promotion is 
awarded to the officers in command, and 
posthumous honours are decreed in favour 
of two officers and two soldiers who lost 
their lives in the affair. 


(4) In a postscript memorial, Ts’ung- 
shih further commends the activity dis- 
played by the acting military commandant 
of Newchwang, an ofticer of the rank of 
tso-ling, named Tékhtsingéh. Shortly 
after his recent appointment to the post, he 
set to work to apprehend a certain titular 
graduate of the Hai-ch’éng district, named 


Kwoh Chén, who has long been a terror to | 


the adjacent country, having placed him- 
self at the head of a band of depredators, 
with whose assistance he has been in the 
habit of committing divers acts of pillage, 
levying blackmail, and the like. Heard 
three of his confederates have now been 
seized and forwarded as prisoners to 
Moukden, where they have made full con- 
fession of their crimes. They have been 
summarily executed ; and promotion to the 
first vacancy in the grade of hieh-ling is 
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solicited on behalf of Tékhtsingéh.— 
Granted by rescript. 

Nov. 6th.—(L) A decree in reply to a 
memorial from Li ‘Hung-chang, recom- 
mending the officials employed in attending 
to the care of the Yung-ting River, for the 
services rendered by them during the late 
flvod season. Penalties heretofore im- 
posed upon them are remitted. - 

(2) The Governor of Hupeh memorializes 
requesting the usual mark of Imperial 
approbation on behalf of a young girl of 
the Kien-li district, who has distinguished 
herself by chaste and filial devotion on the 
death of her betrothed husband in July 
last. With difficulty dissuaded from her 
resolution to commit suicide and follow 
him to the grave, she has insisted on being 
received into his family as a widowed 
daughter-in-law, and has devoted herself 
with the utmost assiduity to attendance 
on the parents of her spouse.—The erec- 
tion of a monumental tablet sanctioned by 
rescript. 

Nov. 7th.—(1) The Governor of Chéh- 
kiang memorializes reporting the disasters 
suffered in that province trom flood and 
drought during the past season. Excessive 
rains prevailed during the month of June 
last, and the low-lying lands were flooded 
to a great extent through the swelling of 
the mountain streams, ‘This was especially 
the case in the three prefectures of Hang- 
chow, Kia-hing, and Hu-chow. Agricul- 
tural operations in this region of country 
have sufferred greatly in consequence, 
The more mountainous districts of the in- 
terior have been less afflicted, their crops 
being for the most part dry, and planted 
earlier in the year. In the Ningpo, ‘l’ai- 
chow, and Shao-hing prefecture, there has 
been complaint, on the other hand, of 
drought during July and August. Offi- 
cials have been deputed to inspect the 
amount of damage entailed, with a view to 
recommendation of the proper measures of 
relief. It is observed that since the close of 
the rebellion, the people have taken b 
preference to silk-growing instead of the 
ordinary forms of agriculture, as being 
more profitable and less exposed to risks 
from bad weather. ‘lhis accounts for the 
little proyress that has been made in 
bringing land under cultivation with food 
crops once more. 


\ 
(2) The Governor of Chehkiang further 


reports that a Liu-cl’iuan juuk, in distress, 
had anchored in a bay on the'coast of the 
P’ing-yang district, on the 18th July last. 
On being inspected by the magistrate she 
was found to have suffered much damage, 
and to have a crew of eleven men on buard, 
who communicated their names and 
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particulars of their voyage by means of 
Chinese writing. ‘They stated that they 
belonged to Napa, and had set sail on the 
10th April on a voyage to T’ai-p’ing 
Shan (Meiaco-sima Group), but had been 
disabled in a gaie, and had drifted before 
the wind and sea until they finally reached 
the coast of Chehkiang. The vessel was 
found to contain nothing beyond a supply 
of millet. In conformity with regulation, 
orders have been given for the supply of 
necessaries to these shipwrecked barba- 
riaus, and for their being forwarded on 
board their own vessel to Foochow, in 
order that they may thence proceed to 
their own country, in fulfilment of the in- 
tention entertained by the Sacred Ruler 
to cherish tenderly those from afar. 


Nov. 8th.—The Censor Chow Shu-shéng 
memorializes, denouncing Liang Séng-pao, 
one of the revising officers of the recent 
literary examinations, for arbitrary judg- 
ment and conduct actuated by personal 


motives eRe tT #.. It is submitted 
that in the year 1760 the Emperor 
K’ien Lung decreed with reference 
to the rules for revising the pro- 
ductions of the successful candidates at 
the examinations, which had then lately 
been introduced as an indispensable means 
of checking tendencies to literary irregu- 
larity on the part of students, that exces- 
sive harshness in mere verbal criticism was 
by no means the intention of the new 
institution, Liang Séng-pao, a Vice- 
President of the Court of Literary Record, 
having had seven of the essays produced 
at the recent examinations assigned to 
him for revision, is accused of having 
criticised with unjustifiable harshness the 
whole of these papers. It is implied that 
in taking such action he was influenced 
by personal motives. In a supplementary 
memorial, the Censor repeats the same 
charge in another form.—For Rescript see 
Gazette of Oct, 24th. 

(2) The Censor 'Téng K’ing-lin memo- 
rializes representing the hardship entailed 
by the closing of certain government pawn- 
shops at Peking. In former times, he 
states, the Court of the Imperial House- 
hold had, with due sanction, given 
authority for the establishment in different 
parts of Peking of pawnshops under go- 
vernment patronage, the object of which 
was to provide a means for relieving the 
necessities of the people. Owing to the 
troubled state of the country in 1861 it 
was proposed at that time to close the 
establishments in question ; but so much 
popular discontent was evoked by this 
measure that, in 1862, steps were again 
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-is either Manchu or Chinese. 


taken to restore to them the funds which 
had been withdrawn; and the system 
has continued in force since then, greatly 
to the advantaye of the public. Of late, 
owing to some maladministration that has 
occurred, it has again been proposed to 
act upon a precedent set in the year 1754, 
and to withdraw from these pawnshops 
the capital officially advanced to them. 
Notice has been given to ticket-holders to 
redeem their pledges within a fixed time, 
and this it is to be feared very few of the 
persons interested will be in a position to 
do. Their property will consequently be 
sold and much distress occasioned. It is 
besought that the matter be reconsidered. 
—Consideration ordered by rescript already 
published. 


Nov. 9th.—Féng-shén, Military Gover- 
nor of Tsitsihar, memorializes reporting the 
measures about to be taken toward 
extirpating the remainder of the brigands 
who have given trouble in the neighbour- 
hood of Hu-lan T’ing. A force of 1,000 
men is to be sent to scour the forests of 
the Black Mountain after the fall of the 
leaf has set in, the expedition being 
assembled under pretext of undertaking 
the autumual military hunt, in order to 
divert attention from the real object in 
view. 


Nov. 10th.—(1) Ts’ung-shih, acting 
Military Governor of Shéngking, and his 
colleague K’i-yiian, jointly memorialize 
replying to the reasons advanced by the 
Board of Civil Office in opposition to their 
proposal that certain modifications be in- 
troduced in the method of appointments 
to district Magistracies. They represent 
that in the province of Fény-t’ien, ap- 
pointments to chow and hien Magistracies 
are reserved by rule for either Manchus 
or Chinese, as the case may be, and that 
in practice at the present day this rule 
works injuriously, since it frequently 
happens that the officer most qualitied for 
a vacancy is debarred from -holding the 
appointment on the mere ground that he 
Times have 
changed, and the condition of affairs 
moves with the times; and the memo- 
rialists feel bound in the interest of the 
public service and of the people at large, 
to repeat their recommendation. The 
Board of Civil Office has, indeed, denied 
that the times have changed ; but Ts’ung- 
shih and his colleague can aver from per- 
sonal experience on the spot the necessity 
of making the distribution of appoint- 
ments more manageable.—Rescript refer- 
ring the proposal to deliberation by a@ 
special Council, issued October 28th. 
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constituting one of the main lines of 
communication with the sea and with 
Tientsin. The gentry and trading classes 
have been called upon, in the absence 
of any available Government funds, to 
contribute the amount necessary for 
the undertaking; and employment has 
been given in the shape of relief-work 
to the distressed peasantry of the districts 
that have suffered by inundation. The 
old canal had a length of forty li, which, 
by cutting off bends and making its course 
straight has been reduced to 5,200 and 
odd chang ( = about ten miles). At each 
end the width given to the new channel 
is 11 chang, and for the remainder of the 
course 7 chang are the dimensions, with a 
width at bottom of from 3 chang 4 ch’th 
to 3 chang 8 ch’th. Along the north bank 
of the channel, at a distance of 5 chang 
from the stream, an embankment 8 or 
9 cl’ih in height has been constructed, 
with a width of 17 ch’th at the top, and of 
6 chang at the base. Cross dykes have 
likewise been constructed as lateral sup- 
orts. The work having been began early 
in May last, it was completed by the be- 
ginning of August, the total amount ex- 
pended being Tls. 24,574; and the new 
channel has been found most effective in 
carrying off the surplus waters of the 
atreamsnorth of PaChow. Rewards are soli- 
cited on behalf of the contributors of funds 
and the officials who have distinguished 
themselves in the execution of the work. 

Oct. 14th.—(1) The Court of Censorate 
memorializes, presenting an appeal, lodged 
by Li Tub, a native of Fuhkien, who, on 
being personally examined, was found 
altogether unintelligible, in consequence of 
his speaking nothing but the provincial 
language. His written statement, how- 
ever, sets forth the substance of his 
complaint, which is to the effect that 
he and all his kinsfolk, the  in- 
habitants of an entire hamlet in the 
district of Ohang-p’u, have been oppressed, 

illaged, and driven out of house and 
bowie by certain desperadoes of the same 
class, formerly connected with the Taiping 
rebels and now members of an affiliated 
society, whose influence with the yamén 
underlings has defeated all the attempts 
made for the last six years to obtain re- 
dress from the local or superior authorities, 
—Referred in the usual manner. 

(2) A second memorial from the same 
department presents the appeal of a licen- 
tiate of the province of Kiangsu, who com- 
plains of the murder of his mother by a 
gang of ruffians, who in August 1873 com- 
mitted a burglarious robbery in the house 
where she was lodging, shooting her with 
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a ‘* foreign tirearm.” ‘Lne influence they 
commanded with the yamén underlings, 
although the perpetrators of the crime are 
well known, has hitherto secured them 
immunity.—Referred in the usual manner, 

Oct. 15th.— (Court Circular). To-morrow, 
at half-past six a.m., his Majesty the Em- 
peror will proceed to the Kwan-téh Tien 
and Yung-sze Tien (the buildings in which 
the remains of the late Emperor and Em- 
press have hitherto lain in state). After 
the performance of the mourning ceremo- 
nies, and resting for awhile, his Majesty 
will at 7 a.m. follow on foot the Imperial 
coffins to the back of the King Shan (mound 
in the Palace Park), and having changed 
his attire will set out on the Imperial jour- 
ney. His Majesty, after passing through 
the Ch’ao-yang Gate, will take refection at 
the ‘Tung Yoh temple. At the Yen Kiao 
temple His Majesty will transact business 
and give audience. 

(1) The Prince of Kung and his col- 
leagues of the Yamén of Foreign affairs 
memorialize declaring the purport of the 
Treaties in force with different countries, 
and soliciting a Rescript commanding the 
attention of all provincial governments 
thereto, in order that a rule may be thus 
laid down for their guidance and that incon- 
gruity of action be avoided. They would 
humbly observe that in the Treaties with 
all Powers, it is provided with reference to 
travel in the interior on the part of 
foreigners, that passports must needs be 
taken out, which are to be stamped with a 
Chinese official seal, and which must be 
produced for inspection by the bearer at 
any time when called upon to do so in 
the course of his journey, whereupon free 
passage will be granted. No detention 
or obstruction is to be caused. It is 
further provided that, in the event of a 
passport having been lost, or of any irregu- 
larity connected with it, or if the bearer 
commit any offence against the law, he is 
to be handed over to the nearest Consul to 
be dealt with, but he must not be subjected 
to any ill-usage in excess of necessary 
restraint. The ‘Treaties further provide 
that passports shall be issued only to per- 
sons of respectability ; beside which de- 
clarations have been made, in addition to 
the text of the Treaties, that passports 
shall on no account be issued to any other 
than respectable and well-conducted indi- 
viduals, The stipulations of all the Treaties 
are [in this respect] very nearly identical, 
the object throughout being no other than 
that of requiring local authorities, when 
dealing with the case of bearers of pass» 
ports of the kind in question, to take such 
measures as circumstances may direct, with 
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careful reference to the intention of the 
Treaties. In the case which has lately 
occurred of the murder of the British 
official Interpreter, Ma-kia-li (Mr. Mar- 
gary), on the frontier of Yunnan, Your 
Majesty’s commands have been reverently 
received, appuinting Li Han-chang to pro- 
ceed to the spot to institute inquiry 
and action. In what manner the murder 
was actually committed, is a question 
of which the solution will, undoubtedly, 
not be difficult to arrive at. The 
apprehension nevertheless presents itself 
that, pending the result of the inquiry, 
the local authorities throughout the Em- 
pire may be led to entertain feelings of 
doubt and suspicion, ignoring, in conse- 
quence of the occurrence of this event, the 
intentions of the Treaties. In cases where 
protection is due on their part, they may 
from dread of evil consequences refrain 
from affording it, or,—even worse—the 
people, multiplying false reports by repeti- 
tion, may give rise to further causes of 
trouble. It is imperatively necessary that 
all these possible contingencies be fore- 
seen and guarded against. The Yamén 
feel bound, therefore, to lay a statement 
of the case before the Throne, and to 
solicita Resoriptlaying injunctions upon the 
governments of all the provinces, directing 
thatthe local authorities be instructed, in all 
cases where foreigners provided with pass- 
ports come within their jurisdictions, to 
pay, without exception, careful attention to 
the intention of the Treaties, and duly to 
take such measures as circumstances may 
render necessary, in order that tranquillity 
may prevail among Chinese and foreigners 
alike. Should Your Majesty’s sanction be 
accorded to this request, the Yamén of 
your servants, in addition to the copies 
of the different Treaties which they have 
already circulated among all the provincial 
governments, will further extract from the 
Treaties, the clauses relating to the [issue 
of] passports and travel, and the measures 
to be taken and protection afforded as may 
be necessary, copies of which they will 
tranamit to all the provincial governments, 
with the injunction that they be furnished 
to the local authorities for their informa- 
tion and guidance in every instance. This 
declaration of the purport of the different 
Treaties is humbly submitted to the sacred 
glance of Your Majesties the Empresses 
and Your Majesty the Emperor.—For 
rescript see Gazette of 9th instant. 

(2) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General of 
Chihli, reports the execution of a pri- 
soner for the crime of matricide. Wang 
Yung-p’ing, the guilty individual, was 
& blacksmith living with his mother, Wang 
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Han-she, in the Lu-lung district. In 1874, 
he manufactured an agricultural implement 
for a graduate named Chang Shu-shén, 
living in an adjacent village. Some delay 
and dispute about payment eventually 
occurred, but the debt was cleared off at 
last by the delivery of a tow of rice. Some- 
what later, Wang Yung-p’ing, being out 
of work and destitute of means, had occu- 
pied himself in gleaning in the fields ; and 
Chang Shu-shén, having missed some ears 
of millet from his land, suspected him of 
some knowledge of their abstraction. The 
parties came to high words over the matter; 
and Wang Yung-p’ing, bethinking himself 
of his poverty and of some way of extorting 
money, at length talked his scheme over 
with his mother. The woman, in consi- 
deration of her age and impoverished con- 
dition, consented to commit suicide, and 
agreed to take some arsenic which her son 
had remaining over from a quantity that 
had been used to destroy insects in the 
fields. Wang Yung-p’ing, having bought 
two cakes of bread, put the arsenic in them 
and went at nine u’clock at night with his 
mother to Chang Shu-shén’s door, where 
she ate the cakes and he then stole away 
from her. Retching shortly afterwards set 
in as the poison took effect, and Chang 
Shu-shén, coming out of his house, found 
the woman, who uttered not a single word. 
He had her carried to her son’s house, 
where she died on the following day. On 
an inquest being held, Wang Yung-p’ing 
was taken into custody, and when brought 
to trial he confessed his crime. In accord- 
ance with the law, he has been publicly 
sliced to death. 

Oct. 16th-17th.—N. B. During theabsence 
of the Court from Peking, the Gazette will 
appear only on alternate days. 

(1) A Decree granting further remige 
sions of taxation in favour of the inhabit. 
ants of the five departments and distriota 
through which the route of the Imperial 
cortd.e lies on its way to the Mausolea,. 
All land-tax not remitted by previous 
Decree is now wholly remitted, together 
with all rents due for the current year to 
any of the Banner treasuries, 

(2) The (late) Governor of Kwei-chow, 
Tséng Pi-kwang, memorializes reporting 
the enforced retirement of the Prefect of 
Kwei-yang Fu, Chang Hi, owing to the 
death of one of his parents, and recom- 
mending as his successor the present 
Prefect of Chén-yiian Fu, Hwei Hung-i, 
whose qualifications for the post are dwelt 
upon and the usual record of his antecedent 
services recited. Other contingent ap- 

intments are recommended.—Rescript : 
Tet the Board of Civil Office decide and 


, 
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command of the army destined to advance 
against Urumtsi and the other possessions 
of Yakub Khan, the Emir of Kashgaria.) 

(1) A Decree, nominating three high 
Manchu officials to proceed to the Eastern 
Mausolea on the 11th instant, and inspect 
the red posts surrounding the Imperial 
tombs. 

(2) The Board of Punishments memori- 
alizes, reporting the escape of a criminal un- 
der sentence of death by strangulation, on 
the night of the 11th September. Taking 
advantage of an opportunity when the 
jailers were off their guard, the prisoner 
wrenched off his fetters and climbed over 
the wall of the prison. The alarm was at 
once given and pursuit instituted, but he 
had made good his escape. On examina- 
tion of the spot next day, it was found that 
the thorn-bushes with which the top of the 
wall is covered had, in fact, been pulled 
out of place, beside which there were 
marks left of the footing made by the pri- 
soner in the act of climbing over. A 
rigorous enquiry is instituted for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining whether any guilty 
connivance is attributable to the jailers, 
and the officials responsible are named in 
order that they be handed over to the 
Board of Civil Office for the adjudication 
of a penalty. : 

(3) The Governor-General, Manchu 
Commander-in-Chief, and Governor of 
Fuhkien, and the Imperial Commissioner 
for Coast Defence and Foreign Affairs in 
Formosa, Shén Pao-chéng, unite in request- 
ing Imperial sanction to the erection of a 
temple to the God of the Seas at An-p’ing, 
the port of Taiwan, in recognition of the 
protection divinely afforded to the Chinese 
Navy during its recent services on the coast 
of Formosa, and in fulfilment of the popu- 
lar wish to this effect. It is represented 
that, between the months of May and Oc- 
tober, during the prevalence of the S.W. 
monsoon, the billows which affront the 
heavens on this coast, rolling in with a 
thunderous sound, which is heard at a dis- 
tance of many miles, even when not agi- 
tated by storms into unusual violence, cause 
access to the roadstead of An-p’ing to be 
suspended on the part of vessels of any 
size or description. When the Imperial 
Commissioner crossed over to Formosa in 
June last year, and required the services 
of a squadron of steam vessels, making 
constant voyages backwards and forwards 
with troops, stores, artillery, and muni- 
tions of every kind, An-p’ing was the 
regular place of landing ; and, on the con- 
struction of a fort being afterwards under- 
taken at San Kw’én Shén K’ow, the timber, 
bricks, and other requisites for which had 
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to be shipped from the mainland, dis- 
embarkation of all these materials was like- 
wise effected at An-p’ing. When boisterous 
weather had prevailed there for days to- 
gether, —and to look at the tempestuous sea 
was a heartrending spectacle,—the waves 
became stilled as the vessels approached 
the anchorage, and a calm security pre- 
vailed while they discharged their ladings 
and set out again on their voyage. Ooca- 
sions are known on which vessels wero 
obliged to go to sea on important business 
in stormy weather, and when, the moment 
they got under way, the wind ceased and 
the waves grewatill. The resident popula- 
tion and the seafaring folk alike raised 
their hands on high, in joyful thanksgiving, 
declaring that never had such things 
happened before, and that truly this was 
an interposition from the divine powers. 
The Imperial Commissioner and the Go- 
vernor of Fuhkien, having themselves 
visited the spot, can speak from personal 
experience ; and the erection of a temple 
such as the laws provide, in cases where 


the authorized deities (GE nH) of the seas 


and rivers have shown the power of con- 
ferring actual benefits upon the people, is 
accordingly solicited.—Referred by re- 
ae for the consideration of the Board of 
ites. . 


(4) A postscript memorial from Shén . 


Pao-chéng with reference to the retirement 
of his military colleague, General Lo Ta- 
ch’un, who had contracted fever and 
dysentery during his service in Formosa, 


Oct. 3rd.—(1) A decree with reference 
to the disturbances caused by the re- 
fractory gold-hunters in the region of 
San-sing (on the Sungari river, —see Gazette 
of January 27th). The Military Governor 
of Kirin, Mu-t’u-shan, and his colleagues, 
having been commissioned to hold an 
enquiry, have now reported as follows :— 
When the insurgents from the mountain- 
range on the east (4.e. near the Russian 
possessions) made an incursion last Feb- 
ruary in the direction of San-sing, the 
Lieutenant-general in command there, 
Shéng-an, failed to send a force at once to 
attack them, and thus caused three posts 
to be captured. The military officers who 
eventually took the field did not advance 
to encounter the insurgents, whose ravages 
they simply encouraged ; whilst the Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Shwang-fuh and others, in 
charge of frontier posts, winked at the 
mining operations of the gold-hunters, 
from whom they exacted a share of their 
earnings. All these delinquents are 
stripped of their rank, and ordered to be 
brought to Kirin for trial and punishment 
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as the law provides. In a separate 
decree, Ch’ang-lin fee is appointed to 
the Lieutenant-generalship of San-sing. 

The remainder of to-day’s Gazette is occu- 

ied with memorials from Wén-che, Super- 
Iitendant of the Imperial manufacturing 
department at Soochow, relating to his 
assumption of office. 


Oct. 4th.—(Court Circular).—The Go- 
vernor-general of Chihli, Li Hung-chang, 
paid. his respects on his arrival at Peking, 
and had audience. 

(1) A decree expressing the Imperial 
regrets on receipt of intelligence of the 
decease yesterday of Ts’ung-lun, one of the 
Presidents of the Board of Works. The 
deceased Minister, trustworthy and diligent 
in the discharge of his duty, had been ad- 
vanced from a post in the household to 
various ministerial offices, whente he rose 
to fill the post of President of the Board 
of Works and subsequently of one of the 
Comptrollers of the Household. The 
customary funereal honours are decreed 
in his case. (N.B. The deceased Minis- 
ter, who had reached at his death on the 
3rd inat., the age of 84, was a member of 
the Yamén of Foreign Affairs in addition 
to his othor functions, although for many 
years past his services have been purely 
nominal. Up to quite recently, however, 
he is reported to have possessed all his 
faculties in a remarkable degree. His 
only important action in connection with 
foreign affairs was his reception of Sir 
John Bowring and Mr. McLane, at Taku, 
in 1854), 

(2) A decree appointing She-tséng (a 
former Hoppo at Canton) to succeed 
Ts’ung-lun as Comptroller of the House- 
hold. 

(3) A decree transferring Kw’ei-ling from 
the presidency of the Court of Censorate 
to that of the Board of Works, and ap- 
pointing King-lien (see Gazette of 2nd 
inst.) as his successor, 

(4) The Governor of Hunan memoria- 
lizes reporting that under the regulations 
newly introduced, the contingent of rice 
for Peking due from the province for the 
year 1874 has been purchased and shipped 
at Shanghai through the China Merchants’ 
Steam Navigation Company. The amounts 
supplied are as follows :— 


Contingent proper, ............ piculs 20,000 
Rations for cargo-boatmen... 230 
Waste-allowance for ,, 115 


98 forsteamers not stated. 


The shipments were concluded by the 
4th of August. 
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Oct. 5th.—{Court Circular.) The Go- 
vernor-General Li Hung-chang had audi- 
ence. 


(1) The acting Military Governor of 
Shéng-king, Ts’ung-shih, and his colleague, 
Ts’ing-k’ai, memorialize stating the parti- 
culars connected with the delay in trans- 
mission of articles of tribute lately sent 
from Corea. A despatch had been received 
from the Board of Ceremonies, to the effect 
that report had been made by a Corean 
official, named Han Wén-kw’ei, of his 
having delivered the tribute of scented 
woods to the proper officer of the Govern- 
ment of Shéng-king on the 6th June last, 
but notwithstanding this, upwards of two 
months elapsed without any sign of deli- 
very of the packages at Peking. It was 
not until the 29th July that a Manchu 
officer from Shéng-king, named En-féng, 
made his appearance at the Board, and 
reported that he had taken charge of the 
tribute on the 7th July, in company with 
the special officer appointed for the purpose, 
named Ta-lung-ah, and that, in con- 
sequence of the bad state of the roads, 
they had decided to forward the packages 
by water, he himself coming on by land to 
make report. On being interrogated, 
however, he could give no account of the 
whereabouts of his colleague or of the 
place of embarkation ; neither could he 
explain the cause of delay from the begin- 
ning of June to the 7th of July. Enquiry 
was therefore ordered. The acting Mili- 
tary Governor reports that the intelligence 
thus conveyed to him had caused him the 
utmost surprise. The tribute was duly 
taken charge of on the 6th of June by the 
two officers above-named, in conformity 
with the standing regulations, and a guard 
of ten soldiers was assigned to them, the 
packages having been fully weighed by 
official# of the Board of Ceremonies and 
carts for transport provided by the Board 
of War. The Board of Revenue was 
subsequently called upon to furnish the 
funds for payment of the carters, and 
on the 4th July En-féng received his 
certificates and reported that he was 
about to set out on his journey. From 
what is now reported, there appears 
to be reason to apprehend that some 
underhand work has been resorted to, 
inasmuch as no precedent exists for 
sending tribute otherwise than by road, 
and nothing has been heard of Ta-lung-ah 
and his convoy. A rescript is solicited, 
stripping him of his rank, and enquiries 
will at once be made at all points along 
the coast, to ascertain whether the tribute 
has really been sent by the sea route. 
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service on the ground of increasing ill- 
health. 

(3) A Decree ordering perquisitions to 
be made at the homes of sundry district 
magistrates, who are denounced by the 
Governor of Shantung for deficiencies in 
their public accounts, which have not been 
made good. ‘The delinquents are stripped 
of their rank and ordered to be brought to 
trial, together with their respective clerks 
and underlings. ; 

(4) The Censor Yiian Ch’éng-yeh, iu his 
capacity as supervisor of one of the 
Granaries, memorializes denouncing the 
Manchu and Chinese Superintendents of 
the establishment for neglect of duty. 
Orders having been given by _ the 
Board of Revenue for the issue of piculs 
19,364.9.7.4.6.2, by way of rations to 
the soldiery of two of the Banners, great 
delay took place in the execution of this 
order; and on the Censor visiting the 
Granary on the 24th and 25th of last 
month, he found some 3,000 piculs of rice, 
lying exposed in sacks in the yard, no 
superintendent present, and the proper 
recipients complaining that they had been 
kept fruitlessly waiting for days for the 
-issue of their allowance. The rule is that 
the two Superintendents should be on duty 
alternately, day and night, and their pun- 
ishment for neglect of this rule is asked for. 
—Rescript removing the Superintendents 
has already appeared. 

(5) K’ing-lin, Superintendent of the 
Imperial manufacturing department at 
Nanking, reports the expenditure he has 
incurred on accountof the ornaments, &c., 
which were ordered for the celebration of 
the Empress mother’s brithday in Novem- 
ber last. Among the articles ordered were 
sets of hair-pins and head-ornaments in 
green and in white jadestone, scented 
woods, embroideries, &. ; and the Board 
of Revenue has lately written refusing 
sanction to the expenditure incurred on 
account of the jadestone ornaments and 
scented woods, no precedent for which 
ison record. The Board further objects 
to the scale of charges for the embroideries, 
and requires fresh bills to be made out ; 
in accordance with the prescribed rates of 
payment. The Superintendent represents 
that he was imperatively commanded, 
in the Decree received, to furnish the 
articles now objected to, and he had no 
resource but to purchase in the open 
market at the most reasonable price he 
could arrive at. The cost of materials and 
labour in the case.of the head ornaments 
was Tls, 16,719.9, and of scented woods 
Tis, 12,517.2.0.3, although, owing to 
scarcity of supplies, he was not able to 
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furnish the full quantities which had been 
ordered in either respect. For embroidered 
crapes the outlay was Ts. 47,835.3.0.0.5, 
and for cloth-of-gold Tls. 6,812.3. It is 
requested that the above amounts be duly 
sanctioned.—Referred by rescript to the 
Board of Revenue. 

Sept. 14th.—(!) A Decree appointing 
Brigadier-General T’ang Ting-kw’ei, 


HES. from the command of the 


Chéng-ting division in Chihli, to be com- 
mander-in-chief of the land forces of Fuh- 
kien, and naming Wu Ch’ang-k’ing as_ his 
successor in the above-named port. 

(2) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General of 
Chihli, memorializes reporting the arrival, 
on the 14th August, of the Burmese 
tribute-envoys, notice of whose coming 
had been previously received from the 
Governor of Yiinnan, within the limita of 
the province of Chihli. The elephants 
they have brought with them are till 
behind. Orders have been given to the 
principal authorities at the provincial 
capital to bestow entertainment and 
gratuities on the envoys on their arrival 
there, and to forward them in due course 
on their journey. (N. B.—The tribute 
mission reached Peking about the 10th 
September.) 

Sept. 15th.—(1) A Decree with reference 
to the road which it will be necessary to 
construct for the conveyance of the coffins 
of their deceased Majesties to the mausolea 
in the course of next month. No doubt 
is entertained that to whatever extent it 
may be necessary to rely upon the services 
of the people in executing this work, the 
utmost alacrity will be shewn in coming 
forward for the display of their feelings 
of love and gratitude. The provincial 
authorities are at the same time enjoined 
to guard against any oppressive exactions. 

(2) A Decree:exempting the Superin- 
tendent of the Ch’ang-lu Salt Gabelle from 
theduty incumbent upon him by regulation, 
of presenting ingots of silver and supplies 
of silks and satins on the occasion of the 
impending obsequies. 

(3) A decree, awarding penalties to the 
officials responsible for the escape of a 
prisoner under sentence of death by strang- 
ling, who is reported by the Board of Pun- 
ishments to have succeeded in getting out 
of his place of confinement on the 14th 
inst., and who has not been recaptured. 

(4) The Manchu Commander-in-Chief at 
Canton, Ch’ang-shan, and his Lieutenant- 
General, Kwoh-leh-min, memorialise, de- 
nouncing the officials in the suite of the 
Governor-General, Ying-han. Ch’ang-shan 
and his colleague declare that, confining 
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themselves, as a rule, to their military 
duties, they are not in the habit of meddling 
with the affairs of the Civil Government, 
but under existing circumstances they do 
not feel at liberty to remain silent. The 
Governor-General, Ying-han, they repre- 
sent, has brought with him a number of 
the civil and military officers who have 
recommended themselves to his confidence 
by their willingness and activity in his 
service during his campaigns in An-hwei ; 
and chief among these is a Taotai, named 
Yu-kéng, who acted as his principal sec- 
retary in An-hwei, where this officer was 
notorious for his greed and unscrupulous- 
ness. The same functions have been con- 
fided to him by Ying-han in his new post, 
where the control of all matters, great and 
small, affecting either Chinese or Foreign 
affairs, has been left in his hands. All 
reports from subordinate authorities were 
conveyed to the Governor-General through 
this channel; and on his return at the 
end of each day from the Governor- 
General’s yamén to his lodgings, the 
street was blocked up until far into 
the night, by the sedans and mounted 
attendants of his visitors. Although 
there may be no actual proof of his having 
accepted bribes and worked forhis own ends, 
yet it is plain to all that he has engrossed 
undue authority and assumed a wholly 
unwarranted position. Ch’ang-shan having 
observed on one occasion to the Governor- 
General that invidious remarks could not 
fail to be excited with reference to the Tao- 
tai’s lodging outside the yamén, Ying-han 
replied that the officer in question was a 
man of the utmost integrity, and that he 
would answer for it that no harm should 
ensue. Like Lu-k’i, therefore (the ill- 
famed minister of the T’ang dynasty), he 
deserves to be called iniquitous in very 
fact, for failing to discover the workers of 
iniquity. In addition to this, a bevy of 
Generals, Colonels, Taotais, and Prefects 
have followed the Governor-General from 
his old to his new post, and for their main- 
tenance Ying-han has called upon the Coast 
Defence Office to issue salaries to them on 
public account. A scheme has further 
been arranged, on the pretext of contribu- 
ting to the funds for coast defence, to 
re-establish the Wei Sing gambling lotteries, 
in defiance of Imperial commands. Still 
further, although the city of Canton is 
not a camp, the Governor-General has 
surrounded himself with a staff of adjutants 
and orderly officers, and a body-guard 
numbering upwards of two hundred men, 
to no other end but that of troubling the 
popular mind, The provincial force, 
placed specially under his command, 
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is wholly ignored. All these intruders, 
moreover, coming with a whole train of 
kith and kin, have to be provided for, and 
their extravagant tendencies ministered to, 
out of the provincial resources. No military 
necessities exist at present in Kwangtung, 
and all matters relating to coast defence 
have for some time past been vested in 
the hands of the General Administrative 
Board. The Governor-General, however, 
without the least occasion, has established 
a special office, which he has furnished 
with a seal, and placed under the direction 
of officers delegated for the purpose; and 
has, moreover, entitled it the Board of 
Military Supplies. Great discontent las 
been aroused by these proceedings, and the 
situation is a most critical one. A decree 
is consequently svulicited, which shall call 
upon Ying-han to send back to An-hwei 
the whole of the staff of officials and guards 
whom he has brought with him thence. 

(5 and 6) Two memorials from the 
Governor of Kwangtung, (hang Chao-tung, 
in tenor similar to the foregoing. 

(7) A supplementary memorial from 
Chang Chao-tung, exposing the irregularity 
of the conduct of the Governor-General, 
Ying-han, in setting on foot the ‘‘ Coast 
Defence Office,” which he established in 
July last, and for the expenses of which 
he caused a sum of Ts. 20,000 to be paid 
in from the provincial treasuries, He 
further gave orders for the issue from this 
office of salaries and allowances to the 
retainers he has brought with him from 
An-hwei. 

(See Decree, in Gazette of 2nd instant, 
disgracing and removing Ying-han from 
his post.) 

Sept. 16th.—(Court Circular). The 
Prince of Ch’un had audience. 

(1) A decree in reply to a memorial by 
Ts’ung-shih, acting Military Governor of 
Shénug-king, who has reported that nem- 
bers of the Imperial lineage in different 
parts of Manchuria, and other Bannermen, 
contribute toward defeating the ends of 
justice by harbouring brigands and giving 
them aid and comfort. It is decreed that 
in any case of offences of this nature, 
punishment shall be inflicted with entire 
impartiality. 

(2) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General of 
Chihli, reports that for some time past 
efforts have been maintained toward the 
breaking up of a gang of highwaymen who 
have infested the southern roads of the 
province, under the leadership of one 
Koh Lvoh-li, who since 1856 has indulged 
in a career of desperate crime. Since last 
year some ten or fifteen of the band have 
been apprehended by the special force 
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his post, and be placed on the list of ex- 
pectant Vice-Presidents. 

(5) ‘The Court of Censorate forwards an 
appeal lodged by She Hwa-t’ang and 
others, inhabitants of the Jéu-k’iu district 
in Chihli, who complain that a nephew of 
the first named appellant was on the 5th 
of May last apprehended without any 
cause whatever by two men named Liu, 
and carried off to a military post com- 
manded by a subaltern officer named Wu 
Ts’ing-lung, who, without listening toa 
syllable of remonstrance, caused him to 
be put to death, and exhibited his lead 
as a public spectacle outside the village to 
which his captors belong. It is alleged 
that the military officer in question is hand 
in glove with these two men, who lately com- 
mitted a flagrant act of house-breaking, 
aud that the victim of his outrageous act 
was sacrificed as a pretended criminal, in 
order to shield the really guilty parties. 
In any case, the power of life and death 
was flagrantly usurped, and the case is 
remitted to the provincial government for 
enquiry. 

(6) Yang Yoh-ping, formerly Governor- 
General of Shensi and Kansuh, Inspector 
of the naval forces on the Yangtsze, reports 
that after having had his audience of 
leave on the 8th of May last, he proceeded 
to Tientsin, where he consulted with Li 
Hung-chang on matters relating to mari- 
time and river defence, and visited in 
company with that high officer the various 
departments of the Arsenal, finding the 
stores of: arms of every description abund- 
ant and of the best quality. He next 
Proceeded to visit the extensive fortifica- 
tions at Taku and Sin Cl’éng, where 
Colonel Lo Yung-kwang exhibited guns 
which hit the mark, at a distance of 8 li, 
and where experiments were made with 
torpedoes exhibiting results of extraordi- 
nary force. In all these particulars the 
diligent care and energetic forethought of 
the Governor-General Li are satisfactorily 
manifested. Proceeding by way of the 
Grand Canal, he inspected the various 
river works en route, finding a clear transit 
provided for the passage of the grain junks 
northwards, but at Chang-ts’iu and Pa-li 
Miao, and between Lin-ts’ing Chow and 
Tung-ch’ang Fu the bed of the river raised 
by silting-up to a height of 12 or 15 feet 
(above the level of the land), greatly to 
the detriment of navigation. On the 16th 
July he reached Nanking, where he en- 
tered upon consultation with the acting 
Governor-General with reference to the 
river defences, and he has thence proceeded 
with the special Commissioner, P’éng Yii- 
lin, to inspect the fortifications of the 
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Po-yang Lake. He will, as his next step, 
visit the defences of the mouth of the 
Yangtsze and the Woosung river. 


Aug. 29th.—A decree. Let Chang Yoh- 


ling mis succeed to the vacant post 


of Judicial Commissioner in Fuhkien, 

The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 
occupied with reports from Kansuh and 
Shensi, in reference to minor official ap- 
peintments, including the confirmation of 
Lao Wén-pin, ason of the former Governor- 
General of the two Kwang, Lao Ts’ung- 
kwang, in an expectant Taotaiship, after 
having accomplished the year’s probation 
prescribed by regulation. 

Ang. 30th, —'I'so Tsung-t’ang, Governor- 
General of Kansuh and Shensi, memo- 
rializes, denouncing a district magistrate 
named Chang-kin for the following offence, 
In 1869, the magistrate in question made 
report to the Governor-General to the 
effect that a military graduate named Wang 
and a retired soldier, who had been de- 
corated for services in the field, had been 
guilty of numerous practices and were 
harbouring suspicions designs. Orders 
were given hereupon for the apprehension 
of the accused, who were brought before 
the Provincial Executive Committee at 
Lan-chow Fu, the magistrate being at the 
same time summoned to give evidence. 
By the time these orders were about to be 
carried into effect, however, the magistrate 
had handed over charge of his office, and 
left for the province of Kweichow, to serve 
with the army. His return was called for 
officially, and the case has now been pro- 
ceeded with. The charge brought against 
the two accused is found to have origina- 
ted in the fact that, before the magistrate 
entered on his duties they had taken an 
active part in obtaining contributions 
toward the supplies for the army, actuated 
by a desire to secure official rewards for 
their zeal, but the district being impover- 
ished, and their proceedings exposing 
them to much animadversion, they gave up 
their attempts to raise money and declined 
to continue them when called on to do so 
by Chang-kin. His accusation against the 
two men is declared to be unwarranted, 
and his dismissal from the public service 
is requested ; but at the same time, the 
two accused are found to have acted with- 
out due authorization, and they have been 
stripped of their rank and distinctions.— 
Rescript sanctioning the above. 

Aug. 3lst—(Court Circular.) Chang Yoh- 
ling returned thanks for his appointment 
as Judicial Commissioner to Fuhkien, 
Audience was given to the Grand Council, 
to Chang Yoh-ling, and to Hii Kien-shén. 
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(1) Li Hung-chang, Governor General of 
Chihli, reports the result of the rehearing 
of an appeal case referred back from 
Peking (see Gazette of March 16th). ‘The 
appellant, widow of a petty military officer, 
had denounced her brother-in-law for the 
alleged murder of her husband and son, 
and for indirectly causing the suicide of 
her son’s wife; as also the Magistrate of 
Tientsin for endeavouring to hush up the 
case, Chang Kao-she, the appellant, 
having been sent down to the custody of 
the District Magistrate, has died in prison, 
and the Magistrate of the ‘T's’ing-ytian 
district, having held an inquest, certifies 
that she died from natural causes. The 
case has been proceeded with, and the 
entire falsity of the original charge has 
been satisfactorily proved. Had she lived, 
the appellant would have incurred the 
penalty prescribed by law for the lodging 
of false accusations, 


(2) Li Hung-chang further reports the 
action taken in obedience to an Imperial 
order conveyed in January last through 
the Household department, for a supply of 
cotton cloth required for awnings and 
curtains for the State apartments of the 
palace. An officer has been sent to obtain 
the necessary supplies, and he has pur- 
chased in the southern districts of Chihli 
170,265 ch’ih (say about 60,000 yards) of 
best quality cloth, which has been dyed 
of the proper shades of blue, at a cost of 
nine candareens per ch’ih for material and 
dyeing. It has been packed in 34 large 
bales and 1 small bale, the transport on 
which amounts to ‘I'aels 10 per large bale 
and 6 mace for the small package, making 
the total outlay Tis. 15,664.4.5, which will 
be charged to debit of the provincial 
revenue in regular account. 


Sept. 1st.—Chih-kang and his colleagues, 
the Imperial Residents at K’urun (Orga), 
memorialize with reference to the with- 
drawal of the drilled force of about 1,000 
strong, which was sent some time ago 
from Ku-pei K’ow to that point on the 
Mongolian frontier. They represent that 
the number of posting stages between 
Urga and Kalgan is forty-six, and that the 
heavy demands made upon these stations 
for means of transport are already far in 
excess of the limited resources with which 
they are supplied. It is consequently 
requested that 1,400 bullock carts may be 
hired, to transport the fuel and provisions 
of the returning force up to their point of 
passage through the Great Wall.—Granted 
by rescript. 

The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 
occupied with memorials from the literary 
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Chancellors of Hupeh and Honan, report- 
ing the results of their examinations. 

Sept. 2nd.—(l) A Decree. Let Liu 
Kw’én-yih succeed to the post of Governor- 
General of the Two Kwang. Until his 
arrival at his post, let Chang Chao-tung 
discharge the duties of the office conjointly 
with his own (as Governor of Kwangtung). 
Let Liu Ping-chang succeed to the post of 
Governor of Kiangsi. 

(2) A Decree With reference to the 
Memorials (1stly) of Chang-shan and 
Kwoh-leh-min (the Manchu Commander- 
in-chief and Lieutenant-General at Canton) 
reporting that officers of the suite of the 
Governor-General have assumed a fictitious 
authority and committed acts of disorder ; 
and (2ndly) of the Governor Chang Chao- 
tung, requesting that certain officials who 
have acted in a scandalous manner be 
handed over to the Board for the infliction 
of severe penalties, and also that the 
Governor-General be enjoined to compel 
the officials who have followed him to his 


-post to return to their respective homes; and 


further, that certain officers of the suite be 
compelled to refund the amounts wrong- 
fully disbursed by them ; be it said that 
the duty incumbent upon Ying-han, 
Governor-General of the Two Kwang, since 
his nomination to that post, was manifestly 
that of maintaining the efficiency of the 
Official administration, and preserving the 
tranquillity of the region committed to his 
care. In actual fact, however, he has 
taken with him a very large attendance 
of officers, both civil and military, includ- 
ing as the most trusted of their number, 
the Taotai Yii-kéng, who has arroygated 
authority to himself and assumed an un- 
warranted position. A Decree having been 
issued some time ago commanding the 
abolition of the Wei-sing gambling lot- 
teries at Canton, and a trader named P’an 
having under the altered designation of 
Show Tsu Hwei (or Association for De- 
fence and Assistance), made application 
at the Governor-General’s office for sanc- 
tion to a system involving the payment of 
license fees, an officer named Wén Sing-jui 
and others have in concert with Yii-kéng 
instigated the Governor-General to signify 
his assent to the proposal, whereupon, 
without any report having been made to 
Chang Chavo-tung, a proclamation was hur- 
ried forth announcing the removal of the 
interdict. Such conduct is tantamount 
to a serious dereliction of duty. That 
the officers who were taken to Canton 
by the Governor-General, without any 
sanction to their remaining in the province 
having been applied for and obtained, 
should nevertheless have had salaries and 
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“gyattibns: while in éharge o* the Po-p’ing 

” district lastyear: - Aecordimg to the regula- 
tions in force in Shantung, the levy of 
the rice-tax is conducted on the following 
principle: 1°—Where the tax is collected 
in money, the tan (picul) of rice is com- 
muted into 6,000 cash (Government stan- 
dard) ; and 2°—Where it is customary to 
collect in kind, an equivalent quantity of 
rice is levied, the amount ‘being fixed 
according to the prevailing local market 
rates for the staple. When collecting the 
revenue of his district last year, it has now 
been discovered, the incriminated func- 
tionary entirely ignored the regulations in 
force. He issued the receipt-slips to his 
revenue-clerks before payment, requiring 
them to hand over sums of money in 
advance, and to extort amounts in excess 
of the legal rate of taxation--so much so 
that for the tow (10 catties, or yy 
of a tan) of rice, no less than 950 cash 
were exacted. The Prefect and Taotai 
under whose jurisdiction the delinquent 
was placed, have likewise sent in reports to 
this effect. The Governor requests that 
Imperial orders may be yiven directing 
that he be stripped of his rank, and made 
a prisoner to be brought to trial.—Sanc- 
tioned by previous rescript. 

(2) The same Governor pleads for an 
increase of income on behalf of the pro- 
vincial Literary Chancellor, whose emolu- 
ments are exclusively confined to his 
yang lien or official salary, without addi- 
tional allowances of any kind, and who 
has to meet all the expenses of his 
administration from this source. His 
official outlay has been largely augmented 
of late years in consequence of the general 
tranquillization of the province, leading 
to a continual increase in the number of 
candidates for examination. The salary 
of the post is nominally Tls. 4,000 per 
annum, but it is subject to the existing 
stoppage of one-fifth, applied to all 
Official salaries, as well as to the de- 
duction under the head of ‘‘loss by 
weight.” It is now entreated that the 
stoppage may in this case be waived.— 
Referred by rescript for the consideration 
of the Board of Revenue. 

(3) Yiian Pao-héng, a Vice-President of 
the Board of Revenue, reports his return 
to Peking from the temporary super- 
intendence of the commissariat department 
of the army of the West (see Cazette of 
October Sth, 1874). Having proceeded to 
Ning-hia on a tour of inspection of the 
route for the army supplies, he received on 
the 12th May a Council despatch, forward- 
ing a Decree directing him to return to his 
post at Peking, the superintendence of the 
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Western commissariat having been trans- 
ferred to the Financial Commissioner of 
Shensi, under the orders of Tso Tsung- 
t’aug. Resuming the work he has accom- 
plished, the memorialist states that he has 
been engaged since 1869 in his late post, 
which involved the getting in of the sub- 
sidies ordered to be paid by different 
provinces, and that he was last year further 
charged with the collection of supplies 
for the army which is to operate beyond 
the Wall, and with auditing the accounts of 
expenditure under the head of ‘garrisons 
of the different cities in Kashgeria.” He 
has now handed over his funds and 
accounts to the Financial Commissioner 
of Shensi, and has despatched the carts, 
mules, and camels he has collected for 
purposes of army transport, in separate 
divisions, to Lan-chow and Suh-chow for 
service as Tso Tsung-t’ang may direct. 

Aug. 16th.—Yung-ts’tian, Military Go- 
vernor of Ili, memorializes applying for 
posthumous honours on behalf of an addi- 
tional number of high military officers 
who perished at the capture of Ili by the 
Mahommedan rebels on the 22nd Novem- 
ber, 1874. He especially eulogizes the 
heroic conduct of the then military 
Governor, Ming-sii, who, after maintain- 
ing a prolonged and desperate defence 
against overwhelming odds, at length fell 
a victim with his entire family after the 
assault. In a former memorial, Yung- 
ts’iian represented that whilst lli is not 
yet recovered, the general longing for the 
manifestation of lmperial succour is intense, 
and that the recognition of the deserts of 
the heroic dead will prove a signal encour- 
agement to those who are now maintaining 
the struggle; and he repeats the same 
language now. 


Aug. 17th.—Yii-she, the Imperial Resi- 
dent for the Ts’ing-hai (Kokonor) region, 
reports on the condition of affairs in his 
government. He has already reported 
that on the 6th April 1874, he advanced 


his head quarters from P’ing-fan (44s) 


to Chan-péh (ET =) a walled city having 


the rank of hien or district, which occupies 
a@ commanding position on the road to 
Si-ning. The walled conclosure, however, 
is small and the inhabitants few, the great 
bulk of the trading population being set- 
tled in the eastern suburb. This was 
formerly protected by a wall, of which, 
however, incursions of the river had 
caused the downfall, and the place was 
consequently exposed to panic at any alarm 
of disturbances. The memorialist conse- 
quently set 400 men of the field force under 


~ abound in it also. 


' misfortune. 
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his order to work last year at digging a 
canal to divert the course of the inundation, 
to build an embankment, and to restore 
the wall enclosing the suburb, all of which 
works have now been completed. The wall 
is 614 chang in length ; and a fort has also 
_ been erected on the river-bank. The 
: defences were but just completed at the 
end of last year when the alarm in the 


direction of Ho-Chow (Ay tH) took place ; 
but the fortifications gave entire confidence 
to the minds of the people. ‘The neigh- 
bourhood of Chan-peh, beinga well-watered 
country, was formerly a grain-producing 
region, but owing to the. prevalence of 
~ rebellion for the last 15 years, the irriga- 
tion works have completely disappeared, 

in consequence of the abandonment of 
‘ husbandry. Orders have now been given 
for the restoration of the old chaunels for 
the distribution of water. Works of re- 
building and replanting are being urged 
on. : 


Aug. 18th.—(1) The Censor Téng K’ing- 
. lin, in a postscript memorial, draws 
- attention to the abuses prevailing in con- 
nection with the hearing of appeal cases 
referred back from Peking. He representa 
that the administration of the criminal 
laws ranks among the most important 
functions of government; adding that, 
since the country was plunged into a state 
_ of warfare by the rebellion, the avenues 

to official position have been widened, and 
ability has been appreciated without regard 
to strict adherence to duty. The conse- 
' quence is that whilst good as well as 
capable men are not wanting to the public 
service, corrupt and unscrupulous men 
Functionaries of this 
class make use of judicial positions for 
their own ends, aided and abetted by their 
underlings, making the wrong appear the 
better cause, and turning and twisting in 
such wise as to involve the innocent in 
Words are inadequate to 
describe the miseries of this state of 
. affairs. Examination elicits the fact 
that, of the prosecutions instituted 
. throughout the country, some 20 or 30 in 
the hundred take their rise in accusations 
' of murder, whilst as many as 80 or 90 per 
. cent, refer to murders committed as acts 
. following on previous judicial trials, To 
_ begin with, the superior authorities, 
 8tanding on their dignity, decline to deal 
_ personally with matters of minor import- 

ance, or else, on the ground of some flaw 
, in the proceedings, straightway reject the 
. indictment, or perhaps send it back to be 
" tried over again by the same court as 
. before. Thus an injustice once committed 
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is committed over again—the gravity of 
circumstances is explained away to some- 
thing of no moment, or the wrong is made 
the better cause. Hence arise the multi- 
tudes of appeals to Peking, which are 
perpetually intruding on the Sacred care, 
to such an extent that time does not 
serve for so much as perusing them. On 
an appeal being lodged, the invariable 
course is to direct by rescript the 
provincial government concerned to bring 
the case to trial with perfect justice, and 
the complainant is forwarded, according to 
regulation, under escort, to be forthcoming 
when required to give his evidence. The 
object of this procedure is to bear as 
lightly as possible on the witnesses who 
are parties to the case, and to spare the 
trouble of journeys to and fro to the 
numbers of judicial officers who are in- 
volved in the proceedings. How little 
is it dreamt that, from the moment an appeab 
ts remitted for rehearing, all prospect of 
redress is gone for ever (the italics are 
ours, Trans.), and the injustice complained 
against actually becomes intensified! Of 
the appellants, some die in the places 
where they are held in durance, others die 
in the course of the journey they have to 
take ; and although the official reports are 
all to the effect that ‘‘ death has taken place 
from disease,” these cases may nevertheless 
well come under the category of pitiable 
and suspicious transactions. On an ap- 
pellant being conveyed in custody to the 
provincial capital, his case is remitted as 
in its earlier staves to the central criminal 
court ; and, supposing that no abuses are 
prevalent in the way of long accumulations 
of arrears, and that the parties are forth- 
with summoned to appear, months and 
years still elapse during which time the 
complainant is held in confinement to 
await the trial. In some cases, the com- 
plainant is laid in his last resting place 
before the day of hearing at length arrives; 
but supposing the trial to be held within 
the duly appointed time, the result is either 
that the appellant is sentenced as guilty 
of bringing a calumnious charge, or else 
he is adjudged to have been misled by 
mere suspicion into laying an unfounded 
accusation. There is not a case on record 
in which previous proceedings have been 
simply reversed. Now, the majority of 
appeals to Peking are cases in which sons . 
or brothers complain of the murder of 
their kinsfolk, and it is not consistent 
with probability that every one of these 
should be wilfully calumnious or unfounded 
accusations. Granting that one man may 
be a reckless and wanton accuser, it is 
unlikely that every complainant should be 
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of the same description—that every com- 
plaint is baseless because one may be 
found to be so, or that because one province 
may be notorious for its litigious spirit, 
therefore the whole empire is imbued with 
the like tendency. Where grave irregu- 
larities exist in the earlier stages of a case, 
the number of persons through whose 
hands it has passed is likely to be consi- 
derable, and they mutually stand by each 
other in their own interest. Hither, 
evidence is fabricated with a view to 
forcing withdrawal from further proceed- 
ings, or false statements are laid before 
the superior authority in order to hood- 
wink him into dismissing the case, or 
things go even so far that the witnesses 
are put to death in order to stop their 
mouths. False certificates of sickness, 
false medical prescriptions, are trumped- 
up; findings of inquests ‘are substituted 
one for the other, and dates are shifted 
backwards or forwards as the case 
may be. The result of all this is that 
the more the appeals the greater the 
injustice, and the public feeling on the 
subject—most unbecoming to an orderly 
condition of affairs—is expressed in the 
adage: ‘‘ Horses shy at the waggon, and 
men at the Government over them.” 
After repeating that unscrupulous officials 
are encouraged by the knowledge that 
appeals are certain to be referred back to 
the original tribunals for rehearing, and 
to the miseries entailed by the prevailing 
systematic denials of justice, the Censor 
entreats that a Decree be issued to all the 
Provincial Governments, ordering the 
most stringent injunctions to be laid upon 
the judicial officers charged with the 
hearing of appeals, forbidding illegal 
conduct of any description, under penalty, 
in the event of detection, of being dealt 
with according to the statute against the 
passing of sentences at variance with the 
law. 

(2) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General of 
Chihli, reports in detail the particulars of a 
disastrous rise of the Yung-ting river 
(Hwén Ho), which, having been swollen 
by the July rains, rose to a height of 
23 ch’ih at Shih-king Shan by the 25th of 
that month, and two days later, having 
still further risen, swept over the southern 
embankment in an impetuous flood, inun- 
dating a large tract of country. The punish- 
ment of the responsible officials by depri- 
vation of rank is requested, asalso a penalty 
to be meted out to the Governor-General 
himself, as their direct superior; but at 
the same time it is submitted that the 
calamity was one which no human effort 
could avert, and that millions of taels 
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would be required to restore the river 
works to their old condition of efficiency. 

Aug. 19th.—The acting Governor- 
General of the two Kiang reports the 
rehearing of an appeal case referred back 
from Peking. A native of the Hing-hwa 
district, named Sii Pi-hwa, had accused a 
kinsman, named Sii Fuh-tai, of murdering 
his father, It appears that complainant's 
father has disappeared since 1856, when 
he left home to seek a livelihood elsewhere; 
and the son, having fallen out with 
reference to money “matters with Sii Fuh- 
tai, dreamt one night that his father 
appeared before him and revealed the fact 
of his having been beaten to death, and 
buried near the river-bank by Sit Fuh-tai. 
Upon this, complainant lodged an accusa- 
tion with the district Magistrate, who 
dismissed it as frivolous and vexatious. 
The complainant still persevered, however, 
and persuaded himself that Si Fuh-tai was 
in league with the yamén clerks and was 
laying a plot to take his life. He finally 
brought his appeal to Peking ; and the 
case having been thoroughly sifted by the 
Prefect of Soochow, the Provincial Judge, 
and the Governor himself, the facts are 
declared to be as stated. For the offence 
of imperilling the life of an accused person 
by a false capital charge, the charge not 
resulting in conviction, complainant is 
liable to the penalty of one hundred blows, 
and transportation to a distance of 3,000 
li, but his case is not excluded from the 
benefit of the act of grace issued on the 
accession of his present Majesty on the 
25th February last, and he is consequently 
exempted from punishment, but sent to 
his native place to be kept under sur- 
veillance. 

Aug. 20th.—(1) A Decree. Ting Jih- 
chang memorializes Us, stating that the 
termination of his congé is impending, and 
soliciting permission to return to his home 
for restorative treatment, his complaint 
being aggravated in intensity. Let him 
enjoy two months’ further congé for rest 
and treatment at Tientsin, and let six 
taels’ weight of ginseng be bestowed upon 
him, toward the treatment of which he 
stands in need. 


(2) Yang Yi-k’o PAE Fh, Brigadier 
General of the K’ai-hwa division in Ytin- 
nan, and Acting Commander-in-Chief of 
the provincial forces, memorializes report- 
ing his having taken office and returning 
thanks for the Imperial favour. Last 
year, he writes, Your slave proceeded to 
Peking for an audience, and laid his head 
in the dust before the Palace gates, 
entreating the admonitions of His Majesty. 
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On two occasions he was favoured with 
adinission to the Imperial presence, and 
having been honoured more than once with 
gifts of viands, he was commanded to return 
to his post and to take measures for securing 
the watch and ward of the frontier. On 
his arrival in Yiinnan in obedience to these 
commands, he was directed by the Acting 
Governor-General, Ts‘én Yii-ying, to take 
up his post as Brigadier at K’ai-hwa (on 
the South-western frontier); but on reach- 
ing Ta-li Fu, he was overtaken by a 
despatch desiring him to take charge 
of the office of Acting Commander-in- 
Chief, the actual incumbent of the post, 
Poh-ch’ang, having solicited permission to 
visit Peking for audience. He accordingly 
took over the seal of oftice on the 8th of 
May, and paid the proper obeisances before 
an altar erected facing in the direction of 
Peking, returning thanks fur the Imperial 
bounty. The province, he goes on to 
_ observe, is a region of importance on the 
_ frontier of his Majesty’s dominions, and 
Ta-li Fu, being a bulwark of defence in 
itself, is the appointed residence of the 
Commander-in-Chief, where he exercises 
his functions of control over the entire 
army, and defensive operations of the 
. province. Himself a mere ignorant soldier, 
who has spent eighteen years in active 
service on the frontier, to be honoured by 
80 great a distinction overwhelms him 
with confusion. He will, however, exert 
every effort for the discharge of his duty, 
in concert with the Governor-General and 
the Governor. 

August 2lst.—(1) The dike King-show, 
consort of the Imperial Princess (sister of 
Hien Féng), Grand Chamberlain of the 
Equipage depa tment, memorializes re- 
questing a decree ordering the speedy 
payment of arrears due to the chest of 
his office. 
the department depend exclusively on the 
payment of Taels 20,750 which should be 
forwarded annually from the rents of land 
in different districts of Chihli, together 
Tis. 4,800 accruing from interest on a 
deposit account under the manavement of 
the Ch’ang-lu Salt Gabelle. For years 
past arrears have gone on accumulating, 
until in 1873 the sum total of these under 
the head of renis amounted to Taels 
489,200, and under the head of interest 
froin the Salt department to Ts. 38,000. 
It is now upwards of a year since the 
monthly payments from the Equipage 
_ department have been suspended. In the 
, course of last year the provincial govern- 
ment forwarded the current year’s rents 
leas a deficiency of upwards of Tis. 4,0U0, 
but nothing has been received on this 
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year’s account as yet. The impending 
ceremonies on the occasion of the re- 
moval of the coflins of their lately 
deceased Majesties will entail a heavy 
outlay for biers, vehicles, sedans, in- 
sivnia, and attendants o' every description, 
which is estimated at about Ts. 38,000; 
and it is urgently besought that the autho- 
rities of Chihli and the Salt Gabelle be 
commanded to furnish 'I'ls. 40,000 for this 
purpose by the 9th September. 


(2) The newly appointed Governor of 
Honan, Li K’ing-ao, reports having handed 
over his late seal of office as Financial 
Commissioner of Shansi on the 24th July 
to his successor Wang P’uh. Being 
afflicted with chronic asthma, and having 
been late'y weakened by an attack of 
diarrhoea, he begs sanction to a month’s 
congé before hastening to Peking to pre- 
sent himself for audience. Granted by 
rescript, 

(3) The Acting-Governor of Kiangsi 
reports the purchase and shipment by 
steamer for Tientsin of the entire quota of 
rice tribute due from that province 
for the current year. ‘This method 
of furnishing the rice supply having 
been duly sanctioned, it has been 
arranged, according to the system in 
force already in Kiangsu and Chehkiang, 
as explained by the Taotai Chu K’i-ang, 
of the China Merchants’ Steamship Co., 
that, beside the rezular quota of 80,000 
piculs of rice, a further allowance for waste 
and rations (of the Peiho cargo-boat men), 
amounting to piculs 7,780, should be pro- 
vided. Accordingly, the following pur- 
chases of rice have been made in Kiangsu, 
Kiangsi, and Auhwei, under the direction 
of Chu Taotai, viz. :— 

Fine rice......sscceersesseveeee Pela, 20,000 

Cargo-boat rations seadecess. 0280 


Do. wieste alluwances .... 115 
Steamer do. do. .... 1,600 





Total—Fine rice......21,945 

Second quality rice.......ceeeee-- 60,1100 
Cargo-boat rations .......c.e006 690 
Do. waste allowancs..... 345 
Steamer do. do. .... 4,800 





Total............Piculs 87,780 


The whole of the above has been sent 
forward by steamer. [N.B.—The amount 
of rice tribute with which Kiaugsi is by 
regulation assessed, is upwards of picula 
500,000 per annum, under the old system, 
as exhibited in an article on the Grain 
Transport System of China, in the China 
Review, No. 6, vol. iii , 1475 ] 
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Aug. 22nd.—(1) A Decree awarding 
honours to a long list of military officials 
for services rendered in a recent expedition 


against the Fuh Fei ( i BE) or Turban 


brigands, on the borders of Kiangsu and 
Shantung, as reported by the acting 
Governor General of the Two Kiang, and 
the Governor-General of the Grain Trans- 
pert. (N.B.—The Turfan brigands were 
reported last year'as having been ‘‘ exter- 
minated ”—see Gazettes of September 22nd 
and October Ist, 1874). Itis stated that 
the strongholds occupied by these banditti 
having been surrounded on three sides by 
the troops, the brigands were routed with 
much slaughter, and their leader Yen 
Kwang-t’ai taken and executed. The 
ti-tuh in command, Wang Shu-nan, is 
ordered to have conferred upon him the 
first vacancy that shall arise in the list of 
provincial commanders-in-chief ; and other 
promotions are awarded, coupled with 
injunctions to the high officers concerned 
to use active efforts for the complete sup- 
pression of this insurgent faction. 

(2) The Board of Works memorialize 
complaining of the arrears that have been 
allowed to accumulate in the payments 
due to the Tsieh’; Shén (fii) AL) Treasury, 
under the supervision of the Board, on the 
part of the Salt department of Shantung. 
The treasury in question supplies certain 
of the palace requirements in the way of 
works of construction, and no paymentshave 
been made since 1854, with the exception 
of a sum of Tis. 6,250 received between 
1867 and 1871, and Ts, 8,500 received in 
1872. The arrears amount to Tls. 47,750, 
and the Board entreat that orders be given 
for the payment of this entire amount 
by the month of September next, to 
go toward the expenses entailed by the 
forthcoming Imperial obsequies. 

(3) The Captain-General of the Con- 
stabulary forwards an appeal from a native 
of An-hwei, who complains of the murder 
of his father by a relative, in the course of 
& quarrel connected with the ownership of 
a piece of land. The usual tale of official 
corruption and injustice is narrated. 

(4) The same official and his colleagues 
memorialize representing the urgent neces- 
sity in which they find themselves, for a 
supply of funds to meet the requirements 
entailed by the approaching Imperial 
obsequies, when escorts will have to be 
furnished and large sums disbursed in pay. 
The principal source of income to the 
department is the payment of interest 
accruing on sums in the hands of the 
Liang-hwai Salt Gabello, the arrears of 
which, from 1850 to the present time, 
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amount to upwards of Tls. 100,000. It is 
now besought that Tls. 40,000 may be 
called for by decree, to be remitted without 
delay from the provincial treasury of the 
Two Kiang, in case the Liang-hwai Salt 
department be not able to deliver this 
amount at once. 


Aug. 23rd.—(Court Circular.) The Prince 
of Ch’un paid respects on his return from 
the Mausolea at the Eastern Hilla ; and 
Yiian Pao-héng, late Director-General of 
the Commissariat of the Army of the Weat, 
on his return from Kansuh. 

The Governor of Shantung memorializes, 
reporting the trial and execution of a 
lunatic named Li Chang-t’ow for the 
murder of his father in an attack of frenzy. 
The accused was a native of Téh Chow, 
living with his father, Li Féng-k’i, to 
whom he had always behaved in a filial 
and obedient manner; and, in the month 
of November last, he suddenly became 
liable to fits of insanity. As he was not 
violent, his father obtained the consent of 
the local headman and the neighbours 
(responsible by law for the placing of a 
madman in safe custody), to suspend the 
report of the case to the authorities and 
the chaining-up of the insane person. On 
the 17th February last, Li Chang-t’ow’s 
wife went to her mother’s house, and 
on the same night, an attack of madness 
coming on, the lunatic rushed into 
his father’s room, brandishing a chop- 
per, with which he dealt a blow on the 
temple to his victim, who was at the 
time asleep on his k'ang. (Here follows 
an entire page of specification of the 
wounds inflicted.) The murderer was 
eventually secured by the neighbours and 
tipao, who rushed in on hearing the noise, 
and he was lodged in the district prison, 
his appearance indicating all the signs 
of frenzy, and his speech wild and 
incoherent. After being subjected to medi- 
cal treatinent, his confession was taken, 
and on being removed to the provincial 
capital he made a full admission of the 
circumstances above stated. In view of 
the gravity of the offence, the accused was 
brought before the Prefect of Tsi-nan Fu 
for trial, and subsequently retried before 
the Provincial Judicial Commissioner, the 
proceedings being finally revised by the 
Financial Commissioner, as the deputy of 
the Governor himself during his absence 
on an inspection of the Yellow River 
embankments. As the statute law provides 
that for the murder of a parent the guilty 
person shall suffer death by the ‘slow and 
degrading” process, and as moreover by 
supplementary enactment it is decreed that 
insanity shall not be alleged in mitigation 
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of this penalty, the criminal in the present 
instance has accordingly been sliced to 
death at Tsi-nan Fu. 


Aug. 24th.—(1) A Decree appointing 
K’i-yiian py JU) to the post of vice- 
President of the Board of Revenue at 
- Shéng-king (Moukden), and likewise to act 
. pro tem. as Civil Governor of the province. 

(2) A decree referring for the decision 
of the grand deliberative assembly (the 
Grand Council, the presidents of the Six 
Boards, and the heads of the nine minor 
departments) the report presented by 
Ts ung-shih of his proposals for the reform 
of the Civil Service in the province of 
Féng-t’ien. 

(3) Li Han-chang, Governor-General 
of the Two Hu provinces, reports having 
handed over charge of his office to his 
temporary successor. On the 7th July, 
he received a despatch from the Board of 
Civil Office, stating that the Grand Secre- 
tariat had forwarded copy of a Decree 
issued on the 19th June to the Grand 
Council in the following terms :—‘‘ Let 
Li Han-chang proceed by post-relay to 
Yiinnan to institute investigation and 
action in certain matters. Let Uug T’ung- 
tsio act temporarily as Governor-General 
of Hu Kwang.” On receipt of the fore- 
going, the Governor-General has to report 
that on the 15th July he handed over his 
seal, death warrants, and archives to the 
Governor who is to take his place, and 
that so soon as the officials who have been 
ordered to attach themselves tv his suite 
shall have joined him, he will set out on 
his journey. 

(4) Ung T’ung-tsio, Governor of Hupeh, 
reports having taken over the Acting Go- 
vernor-Generalship as stated above. 

Aug. 25th.—(1) A decree based upon a 
memorial from the Household Treasury, 
representing the urgent need of funds in 
that department, and beseeching that 
orders be given for the payment of arrears 
due from the Ch’ang-lu Salt Gabelle, and 
the province of Shantung. The authori- 
ties concerned are accordingly required to 
provide ‘I'ls. 20,000 on each account, to 
be delivered to the Household ‘lreasury 
before the end of September, and to take 
measures for clearing off the arrears still 
due. 

(2) Wén-lin, military governor of Hami, 
memorializes representing the supply of 
funds and provisions for the troops under 
his command as actually exhausted, and 
pressing for an immediate advance of 
Tis, 100,000 from the reserves of the Board 
of Revenue, and of another like sum from 
the province of Shantung, in order to 
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save his soldiery from starvation. He 
reported last year the amalgamation of 
the two divisions known respectively as 
the Wei and the I forces into ten ying 
(battalions of 50V0 men each) of horse 
and foot, and requested that an allow- 
ance of Tis. 50,000 per mensem might 
thenceforward be issued to him for pay 
and rations, forwarding at the same time 
a detailed statement shewing his require- 
ments. A rescript was issued on the 27th 
of November, 1874, referring this matter 
to the Board of Kevenue for consideration ; 
and in February last Wéu-lin received a 
despatch from the Board, telling him that 
under the requisitions recently sanctioned, 
all indents for funds from the cities in 
Sungaria etc. (Sin Kiang) must be 
addressed to Tso Tsung-t’ang and the 
Controller-General Yiian Pao-héng to be 
reported on; and that as regarded his own 
particular requirements, the Board desired 
that he should continue to lovk to the 
remittances ordered to besent, but not yet 
forwarded, from the provinces of Shansi 
and Honan, and the arrears due by way 
of subsidies from other provinces. To 
this arrangement the imperial assent had 
been signitied. Wé6u-lin addressed, here- 
upon, the Governor-General Tso and the 
Controller General Yiian Pao-héng, asking 
for funds, and likewise sent agents to the 
provinces named to expedite remittances ; 
meanwhile, he has humbly to state, his 
military chest is in a state of exhaustion, 
and his troops are reduced to a condition 
of actual misery. It is only by having 
resorted for years past to every description 
of financial expedient that entire disor- 
ganization has been thus far prevented. 
In response to his late appeals, the 
Governors of Shansi and Honan write to 
say that their treasuries are absolutely 
unable to meet the demands upon them, 
and they hold out no hopes of supplies ; 
whilst, as regard his application to Tso 
Tsung-t’ang, he has no certainty that any 
result willfullow. Theamount which should 
be supplied to the Wei and I divisions out 
of the contributions from the provinces 
to the Sin-kiang ‘army supplies, is Tis. 
14,000 per mensem ; but in the two years 
that have elapsed since this sum was 
fixed, the only payment made has been 
Tis. 3,000 and odd. Two months have 
now elapsed, during which there has 
been no supply of either pay or rations 
for the memorialist’s troops ; added to 
which there is the further consideration 
that the divisions of the Army of the 
West, continually passing Hami in their 
advance westward, buy up everything in 
the shape of provisions iu the most reckless 
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manner, sending prices up daily. It 
is necessary to have a daily distribution of 
food, man by man, to the force under 
Wén-lin’s command, and now that rice 
and firewood have become equal in price 
to the most expensive luxuries, it is diffi- 
cult to say what is to be done, He has 
borrowed a few thousand taels apiece from 
the generals Kin-shun, Chang Yao, and 
the Prince of the Kalmuks (Hwei-tsze 
Ts’in Wang), who have been eye witnesses 
of his distress, but this isa mere drop in 
the ocean, and things cannot go on much 
longer in so precarious acondition. Wén- 
lin observes, in addition, that Hami 
is a strategical point of the utmost 
importance on the line of march of the 
army now being directed against Sungaria 
and Kashgaria, and especially on the road 
to Turfan. Any encouragment given to 
the enemy by leaving it unprovided for, 
would have most disastrous results. He 
trusts that at such a crisis his troops will 
not be left to fight on empty stomachs in 
order to abide by the letter of the Board 
of Revenue’s regulations; and he conse- 
quently entreats the immediate supply of 
Ts, 2U0,000 as above stated, sending his 
memorial by a special otlicer to Peking to 
await the issue of the amount.—Rescript : 
Let the Board of Revenue consider and 
report to Us without delay. 

(3) In a supplementary memorial, Wén- 
lin further states that he has just perused 
a memorial from the Board of Revenue, 
commenting upon a marked discrepancy 
between the prices of rations as reported 
from Hami and from Ku-ch’éng, with the 
observation that the Board is not informed 
whether the cost of transport is included 
in the higher figure. He begs leave to 
represent that since the winter of 1873, the 
price of provisions (grain) has risen to 


Tis. 16 a 16 and upwards per tan (4) 


which includes the cost of transport. At 
Barkoul the price is Tls. 7 a 8, but with 
transportation added the cost would 
come to the same thing as at Hami, 
and there has been no_ reduction 
for a series of years past. The 
cost of the provisions which Wén-lin 
obtained last year from the tribes of the 
Mahommedans (Turguts) was fixed at 
Tis. 10 per tan, but as prices were raised 
among the private dealers he was 
compelled to advance the tariff to Ts. 12, 
in order not to harass unduly the barbarian 
tribes. As the producing districts lay at 
a distance of between 300 and 400 or even 
50v and 600 lt from Hami, he was in all 
cases obliged to issue an allowance for 
transport; and now that the eastern 
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mountains have been stripped of every- 
thing, he has had to obtain supplies from 
Tun-hwang Ch’éng. The cost per tan at 
this place is about Tls. 10 on an average, 
but an addition of Tls. 6 has to be made 
to that amount for every hundred catties 
transported. This brings up the cost per 
tun to Taels twenty-eight (the tan or picul 
being consequently taken at 300 catties or 
about 400 lbs.). ‘To add to these embar- 
rassments, nine buildings in ten, formerly 
existing beyond the Wall, are now in ruins, 
and the difticulties of transportation across 
a desert extending for thousands of li are 
immense. He appends a detailed statement 
of the prices of provisions now prevailing 
at Hami for the information of his Majesty. 
—Rescript referring the above to the Board 
of Revenue. 

Aug. 26th.—(1) A Decree in reply to a 
memorial from the Governor of Shun-t’ien 
Fu, reporting illegal action on the part of 
a member of the Imperial family named 
Tsai-kw’én, holding the hereditary rank of 
Fu Kwoh Tsiang hiin, in connection with a 
dispute about the ownership of lands. The 
case is remitted to the Imperial Clan Court 
and the Board of Punishments for trial. 

(2) Tso Tsung-t’ang, Governor-General 
of Kansuh, etc., reports that the acting 
General Commander-in-chief of the pro- 
vincial forces, Tsao K’éh-chung, has been 
placed in mourning by the death of his 
mother at the family home, at ‘Tientsin, 
and has consequently been obliged to 
retire from office. A brevet general, named 
'l’ao She-kwei, has been temporarily placed 
in command, 

(3) Ung T’ung-tsio, acting Governor- 
General of the two Hu, memorializes 
requesting permission to abolish the li kin 
tax on rice within his jurisdiction, as a 
measure of relief to the people. He 
refers to the original introduction of the 
likin tax (in 1855) by the then Governor 
of Hupeh, Hu Lin-yih, as an indispensable 
adjunct to the supplies required for the 
Imperial armies during the rebellion, and 
to its subsequent continuance as a means 
of providing subsidies for the army in the 
west, the maritime defence of Kiangsu, 
the works on the Yellow River, &., & ; 
but he urges that the remission of the tax 
on rice would affect the income from this 
source in Hu Kwang by only one-twentieh 
of the total amount, and he promises to 
stimulate the officials charged with the 
li-kin collectorate to the most earnest dis- 
charge of their duty in levying the tax on 
merchandize in general. 

Aug. 27th.—(1) A Decree in reply toa 
memorial by the Censor Yiian Ch'éng-yeh, 
who has impeached two Superintendents 
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of the Peking Granaries for dilatory action 
and careless exposure of the grain, The 
vice-Presidents of the Granaries are ordered 
to institute a stringent enquiry into the 
conduct of the two impeached ofticials, who 
are suspended from their posts pending 
the result. 

(2) A Decree commanding that the bio- 
graphy of the late Governor of Honan, 
Ts’ien Ting-ming, as requested by Tséug 
Kwoh-ts’iian in a memorial extolling his 
public services, be included by the Imperial 
historiographers in the national annals, 

(3) Chang Chao-tung, Governor of 
Kwangtung, memorializes against the at- 
tempt lately made by the Governor-General 
Ying-han to restore the system of Wei- 
Sing lotteries at Canton. On receipt of 
the Imperial Decree of the 26th Fe- 
bruary last year, he writes, he gave im- 
mediate orders for the suppression of the 
lottery agencies, and when the Governor- 
General Ying-han subsequently arrived 
and took office, on his referring to the 
subject, the Governor stated to him that 
Imperial orders having been yiven for the 
abolition of the lotteries, their re-establish- 
ment was not to be thought of. It sub- 
sequently came to his knowledge that 
Ying-han had separately memorialized the 
Throne on the subject, without even com- 
municating to him a copy of the memorial, 
but he did not presume to draw attention 
to this proceeding. On the 12th July last, 
however, a proclamation was abruptly 
issued by the Coast Defence Committee of 
the provincial Government, stating that a 
certain mercantile assuciation had laid 
tenders before the Governor-General, 
offering to pay the amount of $800,000 
under the head of ‘‘ interest’? fur the 
years 1875, 1876, and 1877, to which 
H.E. had replied declaring the proposal 
feasible, and furthermore prescribing that 
the standard tu be followed should be the 
list of names of the successful candidates 
at the civil and military examinations 
throughout the province of Kwangtung. 
The Governor proceeds hereupon to enter 
on a long and elaborate denunciation of 
the demoralization and ruin entailed by 
the gambling lotteries which the decree uf 
last year abolished. Not only do they 
tempt thousands to their own destruction 
by the prospect of winnings which in the 
nature of things can only be secured by a 
very few, but they also open the door to 
official corruption of a very serious type, 
in the way of manipulation of the awards 
of literary degrees. The late Literary 
Chancellor of the province has told him 
how, even before his departure from Peking, 
scoundrels connected with this organization 


Google 


had beset him with honied temptations, 
which however he has sternly and peremp- 
torily repelled. The Govervor entreats 
that Imperial injunctions be laid upon the 
Governor-General, directing him to give 
implicit obedience to the decree already 
issued, which enjoins the suppression 
in perpetuity of the Wei-Sing lotteries, and 
forbidding him to apply under any pretext 
for their re-establishment. (For rescript 
acceding to this request and censuring 
the Governor General, see Gazelte of 11th 
instant.) 

(4) The acting Governor-General of the 
two Hu reports the death of the assistant 
Literary Examiner for the province of 
Kwangsi, while passing through Hupeh on 
his way to his destination. He died on the 
30th July, of dysentery brought on by expo- 
sure to the heat in the course of his journey, 
As there will not be time for the appoint- 
ment of a successor before the period fixed 
for the examinations, the chief Examiner 
will be required to discharge the functions 
of both ofticials. 

(5) Tséng Kwoh-t’siian, Governor 
General of the Yellow River, reports on 
the rise of the waters in the river and its 
affluents during the period of the late 
summer floods. On the 18th July, he 
states, the Yellow River suddenly rose at 


Hwang Kin-t’an G8 {#k) aheightof 5 
chih 7 ts’un; on the 19th there was a 
further rise of 4 ch’th 1 ts’wn; on the 26th, 
arise of 5 ch'ih 3 ts’un occurred ; on the 
27th, 4ch’th 9 ts’un; and on the 3rd August, 
4ch’th 7 ts’un (total 24 cWih 7 ts’un, or 
about 27 feet). A similar rise toox place 
during the same interval in the waters of 


the river Sin ith), and the force of the cur- 


rent thus augmented js described as some- 
thing terrific, The masonry works, but- 
tresses, and other appurtenances of the 
old embankments were swept away in 
all directions by the irresistible flood, but 
owing to immense exertions on the part 
of the officers concerned the places 
threatened with breaches of the embank- 
ment were successfully rescued from the 
impending danger. 

Aug. 28th. —(1, 2, and 3). Decrees dis- 
tributing the functions discharged by Yung- 
luh during his absence from Peking 
in charge of the arrangements at the 
Imperial mausolea. His duties as a 
Vice-President of the Board of Revenue 
and Captain-general of one of the Banners 
are conferred on two other oflicials, and 
his joint-command of the Constabulary is 
entrusted to the care of Ch’ung-how. 

(4) A Decree. Let Kwoh Sung-tao, 
Judicial Commissioner of Fuhkien, vacate 
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his post, and be placed on the list of ex- 
pectant Vice-Presidents. 

(5) ‘The Court of Censorate forwards an 
appeal lodged by She Hwa-t’ang and 
others, inhabitants of the Jén-k’in district 
in Chihli, who complain that a nephew of 
the first named appellant was on the 5th 
of May last apprehended without any 
cause whatever by two men named Liu, 
and carried off to a military post com- 
manded by a subaltern officer named Wu 
Ts’ing-lung, who, without listening to a 
syllable of remonstrance, caused him to 
be put to death, and exhibited his lead 
as a public spectacle outside the village to 
which his captors belong. It is alleged 
that the military officer in question is hand 
in glove with these two men, who lately com- 
mitted a flagrant act of house-breaking, 
aud that the victim of his outrageous act 
was sacriticed as a pretended criminal, in 
order to shield the really guilty parties. 
In any case, the power of life and death 
was flagrantly usurped, and the case is 
remitted to the provincial government for 
enquiry. 

(6) Yang Yoh-ping, formerly Governor- 
General of Shensi and Kansuh, Inspector 
of the naval forces on the Yangtsze, reports 
that after having had his audience of 
leave on the 8!h of May last, he proceeded 
to ‘Tientsin, where he consulted with Li 
Hung-chang on matters relating to mari- 
time and river defence, and visited in 
company with that high officer the various 
departments of the Arsenal, finding the 
stores of: arms of every description abund- 
ant and of the best quality. He next 
proceeded to visit the extensive fortifica- 
tions at Taku and Sin Ch’éng, where 
Colonel Lo Yung-kwang exhibited guns 
which hit the mark, at a distance of 8 li, 
and where experiments were made with 
torpedoes exhibiting results of extraordi- 
nary force. In all these particulars the 
diligent care and eneryetic forethought of 
the Governor-General Li are satisfactorily 
manifested. Proceeding by way of the 
Grand Canal, he inspected the various 
river works en route, finding a clear transit 
provided for the passage of the grain junks 
northwards, but at Chany-ta’iu and Pa-li 
Miao, and between Lin-ts’ing Chow and 
Tung-ch’ang Fu the bed of the river raised 
by silting-up to a height of 12 or 15 feet 
(above the level of the land), greatly to 
the detriment of navigation. On the 16th 
July he reached Nanking, where he en- 
tered upon consultation with the acting 
Governor-General with reference to the 
river defences, and he has thence proceeded 
with the special Commissioner, P’éng Yii- 
lin, to inspect the fortifications of the 
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Po-yang Lake. He will, as his next step, 
visit the defences of the mouth of the 
Yangtsze and the Woosung river. 


Aug. 29th.—A decree. Let Chang Yoh- 


ling ike Ags succeed to the vacant post 


of Judicial Commissioner in Fuhkien. 

The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 
occupied with reports from Kansuh and 
Shensi, in reference to minor official ap- 
pointments, including the confirmation of 
Lao Wén-pin, ason of the former Governor- 
General of the two Kwang, Lao Ts’ung- 
kwang, in an expectant Taotaiship, after 
having accomplished the year’s probation 
prescribed by regulation. 

Ang. 30th, —'I'so Tsung-t’ang, Governor- 
General of Kansuh and Shensi, memo- 
rializes, denouncing a district magistrate 
named Chang-kin for the following offence, 
In 1869, the magistrate in question made 
report to the Governor-General to the 
effect that a military graduate named Wang 
aud a retired soldier, who had been de- 
corated for services in the field, had been 
guilty of numerous practices and were 
harbouring suspicious designs. Ordera 
were given hereupon for the apprehension 
of the accused, who were brought before 
the Provincial Executive Committee at 
Lan-chow Fu, the magistrate being at the 
same time summoned to give evidence. 
By the time these orders were about to be 
carried into effect, however, the magistrate 
had handed over charge of his office, and 
left for the province of Kweichow, to serve 
with the army. His return was called for 
officially, and the case has now been pro- 
ceeded with. The charge brought against 
the two accused is found to have origina- 
ted in the fact that, before the magistrate 
entered on his duties they had taken an 
active part in obtaining contributions 
toward the supplies for the army, actuated 
by a desire to secure official rewards for 
their zeal, but the district being impover- 
ished, and their proceedings exposing 
them to much animadversion, they gave up 
their attempts to raise money and declined 
to continue them when called on to do so 
by Chang-kin. His accusation against the 
two men is declared to be unwarranted, 
and his dismissal from the public service 
is requested ; but at the same time, the 
two accused are found to have acted with- 
out due authorization, and they have been 
stripped of their rank and distinctions. — 
Rescript sanctioning the above. 

Aug. 3lst—(Court Circular.) Chang Yoh- 
ling returned thanks for his appointment 
as Judicial Commissioner to Fuhkien. 
Audience was given to the Grand Council, 
to Chang Yoh-ling, and to Hii Kien-shén. 
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(1) Li Hung-chang, Governor General of 
Chihli, reports the result of the rehearing 
of an appeal case referred back from 
Peking (see Gazette of March 16th). The 
appellant, widow of a petty military officer, 
had denounced her brother-in-law for the 
alleged murder of her husband and son, 
and for indirectly causing the suicide of 
her son’s wife; as also the Magistrate of 
Tientsin for endeavouring to hush up the 
case. Chang Kao-she, the appellant, 
having been sent down to the custody of 
the District Magistrate, has died in prison, 
and the Magistrate of the Ts’ing-ytian 
district, having held an inquest, certifies 
that she died from natural causes. The 
case has been proceeded with, and the 
entire falsity of the original charge has 
been satisfactorily proved. Had she lived, 
the appellant would have incurred the 
penalty prescribed by law for the lodging 
of false accusations. 


(2) Li Hung-chang further reports the 
action taken in obedience to an Imperial 
order conveyed in January last through 
the Household department, for a supply of 
cotton cloth required for awnings and 
curtains for the State apartments of the 
palace. An officer has been sent to obtain 
the necessary supplies, and he has pur- 
chased in the southern districts of Chihli 
170,265 ch’ih (say about 60,000 yards) of 
best quality cloth, which has been dyed 
of the proper shades of blue, at a cost of 
nine candareens per ch’ih for material and 
dyeing. It has been packed in 34 large 
bales and 1 small bale, the transport on 
which amounts to ‘l'aels 10 per large bale 
and 6 mace for the small package, making 
the total outlay Tis. 15,664.4.5, which will 
be charged to debit of the provincial 
revenue in regular account. 


Sept. 1st. —Chih-kang and his colleagues, 
the Imperial Residents at K’urun (Urga), 
memorialize with reference to the with- 
drawal of the drilled force of about 1,000 
strong, which was sent some time ayo 
from Ku-pei K’ow to that point on the 
Mongolian frontier. They represent that 
the number of posting stages between 
Urga and Kalgan is forty-six, and that the 
heavy demands made upon these stations 
for means of transport are already far in 
excess of the limited resources with which 
they are supplied. It is consequently 
requested that 1,400 bullock carts may be 
hired, to transport the fuel and provisions 
of the returning force up to their point of 
passage through the Great Wall.—Granted 
by rescript. 


The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 
occupied with memorials from the literary 
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Chancellors of Hupeh and Honan, report- 
ing the results of their examinations, 

Sept. 2nd.—(1) A Decree. Let Liu 
Kw’én-yih succeed to the post of Governor- 
General of the Two Kwang. Until his 
arrival at his post, let Chang Chao-tung 
discharge the duties of the office conjointly 
with his own (as Governor of Kwangtung). 
Let Liu Ping-chang succeed to the post of 
Governor of Kiangsi. 

(2) A Decree With reference to the 
Memorials (Istly) of Chang-shan and 
Kwoh-leh-min (the Manchu Commander- 
in-chief and Lieutenant-General at Canton) 
reporting that officers of the suite of the 
Governor-General have assumed a fictitious 
authority and committed acts of disorder ; 
and (2ndly) of the Governor Chang Chao- 
tung, requesting that certain officials who 
have acted in a scandalous manner be 
handed over to the Board for the infliction 
of severe penalties, and also that the 
Governor-General be enjoined to compel 
the officials who have followed him to his 


-post to return to their respective homes; and 


further, that certain officers of the suite be 
compelled to refund the amounts wrong- 
fully disbursed by them ; be it said that 
the duty incumbent upon Ying-han, 
Governor-General of the Two Kwang, since 
his nomination to that post, was manifestly 
that of maintaining the efficiency of the 
official administration, and preserving the 
tranquillity of the region committed to his 
care. In actual fact, however, he has 
taken with him a very large attendance 
of officers, both civil and military, includ- 
ing as the most trusted of their number, 
the Taotai Yii-kéng, who has arroyated 
authority to himself and assumed an un- 
warranted position. A Decree having been 
issued some time ago commanding the 
abolition of the Wei-sing gambling lot- 
teries at Canton, and a trader named P’an 
having under the altered designation of 
Show Tsu Hwei (or Association for De- 
fence and Assistance), made application 
at the Governor-General’s office for sanc- 
tion to a system involving the payment of 
license fees, an officer named Wén Sing-jui 
and others have in concert with Yii-kéng 
instigated the Governor-General to signify 
his assent to the proposal, whereupon, 
without any report having been made to 
Chany Chao-tung, a proclamation was hur- 
ried forth announcing the removal of the 
interdict. Such conduct is tantamount 
to a serious dereliction of duty. That 
the officers who were taken to Canton 
by the Governor-General, without any 
sanction to their remaining in the province 
having been applied for and obtained, 
should nevertheless have had salaries and 
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other allowances assigned to them, sets in 
even a atill greater degree all rules at defi- 
ance. Let the penalty incurred by the 
Governor-General Ying-han be determined 
by the Board ; and let him vacate his 
office and come to Peking to await the 
decision the Board will arrive at. Let 
severe penalties be determined by the 
Board in the case of the Taotais Yii-kéng 
and Wén Sing-jui, and the district magis- 
trate Ch’én Shu-shén ; and let the General 
Kw’ei-kwang, as well as all the officers, 
civil and military, the guards, soldiers, and 
attendants who accompanied the Governor- 
General to Canton, return to their own 
rovince of An-hwei and their respective 
hones, such among them as have pur- 
chased office in any specified province 
proceeding to that province to report 
themselves for duty. Let proceedings be 
taken for the recovery in full of the 
amounts disbursed as salaries to the officers 
above mentioned. 


(3) Let the Financial Commissioner of 
Hupeh, Lin Che-wang, and the Judicial 
Commissioner of Kiangsu, Ying Pao-she, 
vacate their posts and come to Peking to 
wait employment in other capacities. (N.B. 
It is understood that this decree has 
reference to the subject of foreign missions, 
Ying Pao-she is well-known as a former 
Taotai at Shanghai). 

(4) The Governor of Yiinnan, Ts’én 
Yi-ying, memorializes soliciting Imperial 
sanction to a mark of distinction on 
behalf of a lady who has attained the 
age of one hundred, and who has four 
generations of her descendants at present 
living. The lady in question, a native of 
Foochow, is an elder sister of the former 
Governor-General Lin Tséh-sti (the once- 
famous Commissioner Lin), and is living 
in Yiinnan with her grand-son, a civilian 
officer of the provincial service, who makes 
the application now forwarded. She was 
born in 1776, and consquently (according 
to Chinese reckoning) has this year attained 
the age of one hundred. The eulogium 
customary in such cases is appended.— 
Referred by rescript for the decision of 
the Board of Ceremonies, 


Sept. 3rd—(1 and 2) Decrees appointing 
Sun I-yen BRE to the post of Finan. 
cial Commissioner of Hupeh ; Wei Yung- 
kwang (85 ASK to the post of Judicial 
Commissivner of An-hwei ; and Léh Fang- 


ki BT to the Judicial Commiasion- 
ership of Kiangsu. 


(3) Tso Tsung-t’ang, Governor-General 
of Kansuh and Shensi, memorializes 


Google 


‘ 


respecting the liberation and restoration to 
their original rank of two military officers, 
a Brigadier-General and a Major, who 
have been serving as convicts on the 
Mongolian frontier. They have been 
allowed by Decree to perform expiatory 
service with the force under General Kin 
Yiin-ch’ang, and are now reported to have 
conducted themselves valiantly in attacks 
on rebel stockades and to have superin- 
tended with unflagging zeal the execution 
of extensive fieldworks. The Decree 
sanctioning the remission of their sentences 
dates from the end of 1871, but the fulfil- 
ment of this act of grace is delayed owing 
to the inability of the two officers in ques- 
tion to make good, according to regulation, 


the “ military-post fees ” Ee which 
are exacted under circumstances of this 
description. The amount required in. their 
case is assessed at Taels 43 per mensem for 
three years; and the postponement of 
this claim is now solicited.—Referred by 
reacript for the decision of the Board of 


ar. 

(4) The Governor of Chekiang, Yang 
Ch’ang-siin, asks sanction to a month’s 
congé on the ground of ill-health. He 
describes his constitution as entirely 
broken by the hard service he has under- 
gone, although he is but 50 years of age, 
and refers to his repeated applications for 
leave to retire from official life. He has 
put the Financial Commissioner of the 
province in charge of the ordinary business 
of his office, during the period of sick-leave 
he has taken. - 

Sept. 4th.—(1) A decree directing the 
Governor of Kiangsi to select among all 
the Prefects of the provincial administra- 
tion, a suitable officer to fill the Prefect- 
ship of Nan-ch’ang Fu (the provincial 
capital), and to appoint Sun Féng-siang 
(a Censor on promotion) to the vacancy 
thus created. 


(2) A decree appointing Liu Ch’wan-k’i 
Bl fe ut to the post of Grain Comptroller 


of Kiangsi and Anhwei. 

(3) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General of 
Chihli, memorializes reporting the Mayis- 
trate of the Sin-lo district for the following 
case of crime committed within his jurisdio- 
tion. On the 3ist July last, a courier 
from the Government of Yiinnan, and an- 
other from Hupeh, while on their way 
from their respective provinces with 
memorials and reports, were attacked 
and robbed in the district above-named, 
by seven armed footpads, The two boxes 
of despatches borne by the Yiinnan courier 
were carried off, and the Hupeh box was 
hacked and injured. It is requested that 
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a penalty be adjudged to the magistrate 
by the proper Board. Steps are meanwhile 
taken for the apprehension of the robbers, 

Sept. 6th_-{l) A decree appointing 
Mao Ch’ang-hi as Chief Examiner for the 
forthcoming examinations at Peking, and 
Ts’ung-k’i (father of the late Empress), 
Yin Chao-yung, and Sit T’ung, as assistant 
Examiners, 

(2) The Governor of Shantung reports 
the completion of the triennial inspection 
of the military forces of the Province, 
which was begun last year by his locum 
tenens. Among the constituent parts of 
the provincial forces mentioned, the bat- 
talion of foreign-drilled troops at Chefoo 
comes in fur a meed of approval. But 
infantry and cavalry are declared to have 
shewn themselves proficient in manoeuvres, 
and well armed. In the inspection of the 
regular forces great care was employed in 
guarding against trickery in the size or 
distancing of the targets used for both 
archery and matchlock practice, and the 
performances of the soldiery were found 
worthy of high commendation, as well in 
target, shield, and spear-practice as in 
posturing, tightrope dancing, and other 
military exploits. 

Sept. 6th.—(L) A series of decrees, dis- 
tributing among various high officers the 
temporary charge of the appointments held 
by the Examiners during the period of the 
Examinations now about to commence, 

(2) A decree, referring for consideration 
the request presented by the Governor of 
Shansi for the remission of a penalty, here- 
tofore decreed against the Judicial Com- 
missioner of the province, Hing-kw’ei, in 
consequence of arrears of revenue, charged 
against him when previously holding office 
as a Taotai, which have now been made 
good, 

_ (8) A decree, awarding memorial boards, 

fn token of the Imperial reverence and 
gratitude for divine interposition, as re- 
ported by the Governor of Shansi. Rain 
has been granted in that province on the 
intercession of the local authorities at the 
_ shrines of the Dragon King and the Spirits 

of the Five Kinds of Grain. The authorities 
of the Imperial Studio and the Han-lin 
Yiian are directed to prepare and forward 
the tablets in the usual manner, 

(4) ‘Ts’ung-shih, Acting Military Go- 
vernor of Shéng-king (or Féng-t’ien) 
memorializes, presenting the plan of reform 
for the civil administration of the province, 
which he has drawn up in obedience to 
Imperial commands, Since entering on 
his present duti-s, he has repeatedly 
received injunctions to lose no time 
4m devising measures for the removal 
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of the abuses which have grown to 
such vast proportions in the government 
of Féng-tien ; and on the 4th of August 
last he received a Council despatch for- 
warding a decree, in which the existing 
state of affairs is traced to the clashing of 
views between the Military and the Civil 
Governors under the system hitherto in 
force. He now prefaces his report with 
observations to the effect, that he has 
taken counsel with all the principal officials 
under his jurisdiction, among whom those 
who are imbued with high principle are 
eager for reform, whilst the men who are 
actuated by selfish aims naturally evince 
doubt and cbstructiveness ; but that, to 
allowing himself to be influenced by 
gratuitous opinions, he prefers the bolder 
course of decisiun on the facts before him ; 
and, by aiming (as Ch’éng Tsze says) to 
achieve the right by means of genuine 
endeavours, he has been able to frame an 
outline of what is required. The diffi- 
culty is not, he continues, to set improve- 
ments on foot; the real difficulty is the 
getting rid of abuses; and furthermore, 
abuses which take their rise among the 
commonalty are easy of extirpation ; it is 
the abuses which have their origin in high 
quarters that are hard to deal with. It 
follows, therefore, that in order to reform 
the official administration, it is absolutely 
necessary to beyin at the top of the tree. 
After referring to the fact that many 
changes in the official system of the Pro- 
vince have been sanctioned since the found- 
atiou of the present dynasty—to the import- 
ance attaching to Moukden as the twin- 
capital of the Kinpire, and to the desirability, 
whilst retaining in name the present 
system of administration under five Boards 
(see note below), of placing the chief 
administrators on a footing similar to that 
of Governors-General and Governors, in 
order to concentrate authority with due 
effect, he proceeds to unfold his plan 
categorically as follows : 

(1) The misgovernment of the province 
is traceable in great measure to the fact 
that the tsiang-kiin or Military Governor 
has no control over the district authorities, 
the influence which that officer tacitly 
exercised, in early d .ys, over the five Boards 
having gradually disappeared, in propor- 
tion as the prestige of the office has 
declined ; the power of the Boards becom- 
ing consequently enhanced. Authority 
has more and more tended to concentrate 
itself in the hands of the Governor-Adjoint, 
filling this post ex officio as head of the 
Board of Revenue at Moukden. Among 
other inconveniences attaching to the 
present state of affuirs, is that of the conduct 
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of business on the part of the Military 
Governor after the Peking fashion, that is 
to say, keeping his seal of office at the place 
where ofticial business is transacted (uot 
athisown residence). As a consequence 
of this, every document passes through 
a multitude of hands, and secresy is render- 
ed impossible. Ts’ung-shih himself has 
obviated this difficulty, through having 
brought with himanumber of papers already 
stamped before he left Peking with his seal as 
President of the Board of Punishments, 
so that he is able to seal up and send off 
documents with his own hands, and thus 
to defeat attempts at spying. What he 
now proposes is that the tsiang-kiin-ship of 
Shéng-king shall be converted by Decree 
into an oftice equivalent to that of Gover- 
nor-General (tsung-tuh) in any of the other 
parts of the Empire, with a title specify- 
ing that the incumbent is director-in-chief 
of the Boards of War and Punishments, 
and joint-supervisor of the Civil Govern- 
ment of the province, As in the case of 
Governors-General elsewhere, he should 
have the title ex-officio of President of 
the Board of War, and his seal should 
specifically declare him to be Governor- 
General of the Manchu and Chinese 
population of the province, and comp- 
troller of the revenue and army supplies. 

(2) The Fu Yin, or Civil Governor of 
the province, under the existing system, 
should be the actual head of the Civil 
Service and of the administration of jus- 
tice, aided when necessiry by the Kien- 
Yin or Governor-Adjoint. As of late 
years the Chinese population has grown 
to outnumber the Manchu, the administra- 
tion of justice has become greatly compli- 
cated, in particular by the intervention of 
the Revenue and Criminal Boards. Having 
no one head to lo look to, the lower 
authorities have come to vie with each 
other in corrupt practices, each additional 
department that exercises superior juris- 
diction giving the more ground for exaction 
and extortion. Thus, for instance, if a 
plaintiff lodges his action before the 
Civil Governor, the accused person will 
enter a plaint on his side before the Board 
of Punishments ; and the secretaries of the 
Boards, in defiance of the regulations, 
assume to themselves the right of receiving 
plaints and hearing cases anywhere. The 
presiding officers in the courts allow them- 
selves to be unjustly influenced, and their 
underlings follow suit with acts of villany. 
Cases remain pending indefinitely—sum- 
monses are disregurded—the parties im- 
plicated in charges of murder or robbery are 
left to rot in jail for ten or perhaps twenty 
years without means of redress; whilst 
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even greater still are the oppressions prac- 
tised on the victims of false charges or 
attempts at extortion. It is a constant 
practice to delay inquests, sometimes for 
months, as a means of extorting squeezes. 
The remedy proposed is the erection of 
the office of Fu Yin or Civil Governor into 
an equivalent of that of Sin Fu, or 
Governor in the eighteen Provinces. 

(3) Reform in the manner of conducting 
the affairs of the five Boards at Moukden 
is next suggested. The Board of Revenue 
should confine itself to its proper duties, 
and no longer exercise control over the 
civil service ; and the Board of Punish- 
ments be restricted from meddling in 
affairs of litigation, confining itself to the 
same Class of cases, viz. criminal proceed- 
ings above a certain degree of gravity, as 
are brought before the Board of Punish- 
ments at Peking. The duties of the Boards 
of Works and Ceremonies principally 
concern the Imperial mausolea ; whilst 
those of the Board of War consist merely 
in the supervision of the courier-service. 
Simple as these functions are, they have 
been grossly neglected, as despatches in 
course of transmission have been system- 


‘atically tampered with, the most. con- 


fidentially and doubly-sealed communica- 
tions being opened en route, and ordinary 
mails delayed and lost in the most 
scandalous manner. 

(4) The fact is noted that the number of 
superior officials in the province is exces- 
sive, and that of lower authorities too few, 
as one of the causes of maladministration. 
It is consequently proposed that an officer 
of the rank of Taotai shall be established 
at Moukden, as a link between the higher 
authorities and the district officials. 

(5) The next subject requiring attention 
is the position of the District Magistrates 
vis-a-vis their military colleagues, the 
Ci’éng show-yti or Commandants, In 
all cases of litigation between Chinese 
and Manchus, the two functionaries 
should, by regulation, act together. 
They are bound to write jointly when 
addressing the military Governor, but 
the magistrate, reports singly to the 
Civil Governor, This joint authority and 
divided responsibility give rise to endless 
complications and abuses, examples of 
which are given; and it is now proposed 
to concentrate all civil jurisdiction in the 
hands of the District Mayistrate alone. As 
regards the Commanudants, who are ap- 
pointed from among the Lnperial kindred 
(tsung-shih) and who take rank with Tao- 
tais and Prefects, it is requested that 
such appointments shall henceforward be 
made only after careful investigation on 
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> the part of the Military Governor into 
: the official qualifications of candidates for 
: the posts. 
(6) The important subject of pay is next 
. dealt with. It is no recent matter that 
bribery and corruption have openly flour- 
' ished in Féng-t’ien, and this, not so much 
because the officials are greedy and un- 
scrupulous as in consequence of absolute 
want, For instance, although the salary 
(Yang-lien) of the military Governor is 
nominally issued at 8/10ths of its full 
amount, yet, as the exchequer notes 
- realize only 25 per cent. of their nominal 
value, he receives, even with the addi- 
tional allowance of 1/10th in money, only 
some Tis. 500 and odd on account of his 
regulation salary of Tls. 2,000 per annum, 
The Civil Governor and his Deputy, havy- 
ing to submit to a deduction of 4/10ths. 
from their pay, receive only about Tis. 200 
apiece. It is not to be supposed that out 
of such sums the conduct of public busi- 
ness can be provided for; and there is no 
- help for it but to take payments under 
one name or another from the lower 
authorities, as, for instance, presents on 
festivals and birthdays, and assessments 
per mensem for current expenses. What 
the lower authorities have thus to provide 
they must gather in from the people; and 
dishonourable conduct on the part of the 
' Officials reaches its extreme in the license 
conceded to the underlings with whom 
illicit gains are shared, whilst the effect of 
such examples produced among the people 
shews itself in acts of murder and robbery 
with violence. Towards a redress of these 
abuses it is proposed that the Military 
Governor shall be assigned a salary of T's. 
18,000, being the minimum enjoyed by 
Governors-General, and to the Civil 
Governor a salary of Tis. 12,000, similarly 
proportioned to that of other provincial 
Governors. As, in the present times of 
financial exigency, the full amounts cannot 
be paid, it is proposed that not less than 
Tis. 8,000 and Tis. 6,000 respectively shall 
bepaidinactualmoney. Of the assessments 
on the civil service heretofore imposed, it 
is proposed to allow only a sum of about 
Tis, 4,000 to continue payable, which is to 
provide for current official expenses. The 
Deputy Governor should be provided with 
a salary of at the least Tls, 2,000 ; and it is 
requested that these amounts as above 
stated may be issued from the collectorate 
of the Maritime Customs as part of the 
regulation payments from that branch of 
revenue, Further propositions are mide 
for improving the pay of the Literary 
Chancellor and the military authorities. 
It is requested, ii conclusion, that the 
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present scheme of reform be remitted to 
the Council of Princes, Ministers, and 
Presidents of the Boards for deliberation. 


[Note. The three provinces of Man- 
churia, consisting in Féng-t’ien, or Shéng- 
king as it is commonly called, in which 
the port of Newchwang is situated; 
Kirin, and Heh-lung Kiang or Tsitsihar, 
conatitute the Z'ung San Shéng or Three 
Eastern Provinces, over and above the 
“eighteen” of which the Empire or 
China Proper is composed. Unlike the 
chih-shéng, or provinces directly governed 
from Peking, the provinces comprising 
the area of the Manchurian home of the 
present dynasty have hitherto been organ- 
ized on a military rather than a civilian 
basis, and the decay of this military organ- 
ization has culminated in the abuses 
which have at length led to the recent 
searching enquiry at Shéng King (Mouk- 
den). Each of the ‘‘Six Boards” at 
Peking has its representative at Moukden 
with exception of the Li Pu or Board of 
Civil Office ; the Vice-President of the 
Board of Revenue being at the same time 
the virtual Governor of the Province in 
civil matters, as Kien Yin or Governor- 
Adjoint. The appointment of T’sung-shih 
as Imperial Commissioner was made on 
the death of the late Military Governor, 
Tu-hing-ah, a few months ago; and his 
functions were initiated by the impeach- 
ment and degradation of the Governor- 
Adjoint and a number of other officials.) 

Sept. 7th.—A decree. Let the expect- 
ant Vice-President Kwoh Sung-tao, and 
the expectant ‘Taotai Hii K’ien-shén, of the 
staff of the Province of Chilli, invested 
with the button of the second rank, 
having been appointed as Envoys Ex- 
traordinary on a mission tov England, con- 
fer as may be needful with Li Hung-chang 
respecting the selection and appointment 
of the staff of officials and Chinese inter- 
preters whom they should take as their 
suite. (N.B. The above is the first mention 
in the Gazette of the mission to England, 
which it is understood was decreed at 
about the end of last month. See decree 
relieving Kwoh Sung-tao of his functions 
as Judicial Commissioner of Fulikien in 
Gazette of Aug. 28th.) 

The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 
occupied with the latter half of the long 
memorial translated under the heading of 
the previous day. . 

Sept. 8th.—(1) A Decree appointing the 
Imperial Prince Tsai-yung to the temporary 
command of one of the Manchu Banners, 
during the absence of the Prince of Tun 
at the Imperial Mausolea. 
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(2) Tséng Kwoh-ts’iian, Governor-General 
of the Yellow River, memorializes eulo- 
gizing the lately deceased Governor of 
Honan, Ts’ieon Ting-ming, whose services 
during the rebellion he warmly extuls. It 
was in great measure owing to his personal 
intercession, as a native of Kiangsu, that 
Tséng Kwoh-fan was induced to transfer 
the scene of active operations against the 
Taipings from the upper course of the 
Yangtsze to the country between Shang- 
hai and Soochow, the importance of 
clearing which from rebel occupancy was 
strongly urged by Ts’ien in a visit which he 
paid to Tséng at his head-quarters at An- 
k’ing, in proceeding to which place by 
steamer Ts’ien intrepidly forced his way 
past the innumerable batteries of the rebels. 
After assisting Li Hung-chang in Kiangsu, 
he subsequently rendered him equally 
valuable services in his campaign against 
the Nien-fei ; and subsequently as Governor 
of Honan he laboured with great success 
toward bringing the finances and civil and 
military administration of the Province into 
order.—A rescript has already appeared, 
directing that the biography of the deceased 
Governor be enrolled in the State annals, 

Sept. 9th.—(Court Circular.) Chang Yoh- 
ling, the newly appointed Judicial Com- 
missioner for Fuhkien, had audience 
before departure for-his post. 

The themes for the Examinations which 
began yesterday, are published. 

(1 and 2) Decrees in reply to memorials 
by King-twan, Brigadier General of the 
Ma-lan command, and by Tsai-ts’ien and 
his colleagues, the Guardians of the Mau- 
solea, applying for funds required during 
the approaching Imperial obsequies, The 
Provincial Government of Chihli is re- 
quired to provide at once Tls. 12,000 and 
Tis. 10,000 respectively for the above 
applieants. 

(3) The Governor of Shantung memori- 
alizes reporting a case of accidental matri- 
cide. A man named Li Wén-i, living with 
his mother in the Lan-shan district, went 
on the 21st November last to the house of 
his younger brother to borrow a mealing- 
stone, the loan of which was refused. An 
altercation ensued, in the course of which 
the younger brother’ threw astone at Li 
Wén-i and struck him on the temple. 
Angered at this, he snatched up a night- 
watchman’s pike which was standing in 
the yard and ran after his brother with 
this weapon ; but by mischance, his mother 
coming out on hearing the noise and 
catching hold of the younger brother to 
stop the fight, he accidentally stabbed her 
in the abdomen, and she died of the 
wound on the following day. Haying been 
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brought to trial, Li Wén-i is sentenced to 
death by Ling-ch’ih, but, as the law pro- 
vides, in conformity with the two prece- 
dents quoted in the supplementary enact- 
ments, reference has to be made to the 
Throne before execution, the murder being 
one of accidental origin. It is further 
noted that the gravity of the case removes 
it from the category of crimes affected by 
the Act of Grace of the 23rd December 
and 26th February last. 

Sept. 10th.—(1) A Decree in reply to a 
memorial from the Court of Censorate, 
reporting that a literary graduate of the 
province of Honan, who had presented 
an address to the Throne for trans- 
mmission, which was found to contain 
much that was contrary to all order, 
had made his escape while in charge of 
a police official who was conveying him 
to a place of safe-keoping. The arrest of 
the guilty scholar, whether at Peking or 
in his native district, is decreed ; and the 
police official is handed over to the Board 
for award of the penalty he has incurred, 

(2) A Decree appointing Kw’ei-ling to 
the control of Wu Pei-Yiian (the depart- 
ment having the custody of the Imperial 
horse-trappings and military insignia), of 
which the Prince of Tun is relieved. 

(3) The Governor of Kweichow reports 
having received a despatch from the 
Governor of Yiiunan, notifying to him the 
arrival in that province of the tribute- 
envoys from Burmah, and their passage 
forward under the escort of proper officers. 
On receipt of this notice, the Governor 
had issued orders to have coolies and 
baggage-animals in readiness, fodder, &., 
prepared, and other preparations made, 
beside which he sent an expectant Taotai 
named Wu Si-shén, to the Yiiunan and 
Kweichow border to await the expected 
arrivals, On the Ist of May last the 
Burmese envoys, of whom the chief is 
named Chih-yeh-t’o-ki-mén-lah-mén-tien- 
tsu-su, and the assistants No-yeh-t’a-tau- 
su and No-yeh-t’a-kio-kung, bearing with 
reverence the Address (from the King of 
Burmah) to the Throne, and bringing with 
them articles of tribute and seven trained 
elephants, crossed the frontier into Kwei- 
chow, and they arrived on the 17th of the 
same month at the provincial capital. 
The Governor hereupon directed his chief 
subordinates to summon the envoys to his 
residence, where, attended by the mem- 
bers of the provincial government, he 
conferred donations upon them on a 
liberal scale, and compassionately desired 
them to take repose for a while. They 
proceeded on their journey on the 
24th May, duly escorted from stage to 
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; stage, and on the 5th June they passed out 


- of Kweichow into Hunan, their journey 


having been safe and comfortable through- 
out, without obstruction or delay at any 


- point. 


(4) In a memorial similar to the fore- 


: going, the Governor of Hunan reports the 


entry of the Burmese tribute-envoys into 
the province of Hunan, with their articles 
of tribute and seven elephants, on the 6th 
of June. On receipt of a communication 
from the Governor of Yiiunan, due pre- 


. paration had already been made for their 


reception, including repairs to bridges and 


. Toads along the line of their journey. In 
; consequence of 


communications from 
Hupeh, respecting the flooded state of a 
certain district in that province, the 
direction the party are to take has been 
changed to a more favourable route than 
that of the regular post road. On the 


, 10th of July they passed out of Hunan 
- into Hupeh. 


Sept. 11th.—The Governor-Adjoint and 


’ Governor of Shun-t’ien Fu memorialize 


with reference to a case of illegal action 
on the part of a scion of the imperial 


. lineage, a titular fu-kwoh tsiang-kiin or 
, noble of the tenth rank, named Tsai-kw’én, 


who has laid claim to the possession of 
2,230 mow of land to the west of Peking, 
the tenants of which he has forcibly 


. ejected, beside carrying off two of their 


number and placing them in confinement 
at Cho-chow. It appears that a lawsuit 
took place in 1872 with reference to this 


land, to which claim was laid by another 


tsung-shih, at which time, the claimant 
having no documentary proof to allege, 
the Board of Revenue gave judgment 
declaring the land to be appropriated to 
the State. A decree is solicited referring 
the present offence for adjudication by the 
Imperial Clan Court and the Board of 
Punishments. —Granted by rescript already 
published. 

Sept. 12th.—The themes for the second 
period of the pending examinations are 
published. 

(1) Ts’ung-shih, acting Military Governor 
of Shéng-king, and his judicial colleagues, 
memorialize reporting the proceedings 
taken with reference to the robbery of a 
French missionary whilst travelling last 
winter in the direction of Newchwang. It 
was reported in January last by the Tao- 
tai at that port that a French missionary 
had been stopped and plundered by high- 
way robbers on the 22nd December, 1874, 
at a place in the Kwang-ning district ; 
and on the 21st February, the late Military 
Governor memorialized the Throne de- 
nouncing for their negligence, in allowing 
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the robbery to occur, the civil and military 
officers of the district. It was requested 
that they might be in the first instance 
deprived of their official buttons, and that 
three months be allowed them for the arrest 
of the robbers, failing which they should 
be denounced for severe punishment. 
On the 12th of March a rescript of assent 
was received, and instructions were issued 
accordingly. On the 15th April a report 
was received frum two officials concerned, 
stating that on the 13th and 24th of 
March they had apprehended two of the 
ringleaders of the gang of robbers, and 
three of their followers. On the 16th 
April, report was received from the Taotai 
stating that on the 2nd March another of 
the ringleaders had been captured, and a 
six-barrele’ revolver recovered, In all, 
ten out of the band of fourteen robbers 
have been caught, at different places, 
within the specified limit of time, and 
they have all been executed, their heads 
being furthermore exposed at the scene of . 
the robbery. The revolver has been re- 
turned to its owner; and as upwards of half 
of the perpetrators of the robbery on the 
French missionary have now been captured 
and dealt with according to law, it is re- 
quested that the penalties heretofore de- 
nounced against the offending officials may 
be remitted. Steps are meanwhile to be 
taken for the capture of the remaining 
offenders. —Granted by rescript. 

(2) In a further memorial, T’sung-shih 
applies for rewards in the shape of an 
additional step of rank on behalf of three 
Secretaries of the Board of Punishments 
who accompanied him on his mission of 
enquiry to Shéngking ; the exceptional 
amount of labour they have performed 
justifying, he submits, a departure from 
the rule which in ordinary cases debars 
officials serving under similar circumstances 
from recommendation.—Granted by re- 
script. 

Sept. 13th.—(Court Circular), The 
Judicial Commissioner of Kwangtunog, 
Chow Héng-k’i, had audience. 

(1) A Decree. The Board of Civil Office 
having reported, in obedience to the com- 
mands received, the penalties that should 
be awarded, let Ying-han, late Governor- 
General of the Two Kwang, the Taotai 
Yi-kéng, the expectant - Taotai Wén 
Sing-jui, and the expectant-Magistrate 
Ch’én Shu-shén, be all, as the Board 
decides, stripped of their official rank. 

(2) A Decree assenting to the request 
preferred by the Imperial Commissioner 
Shén Pao-chéng and his colleagues, for . 
permission to General Lo Ta-ch’un, lately « 
commanding in Formosa, to retire from the 
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service on the ground of increasing ill- 
health. 

(3) A Decree ordering perquisitions to 
be made at the homes of sundry district 
magistrates, who are denounced by the 
Governor of Shantung for deficiencies in 
their public accounts, which have not been 
made good. ‘The delinquents are stripped 
of their rank and ordered to be brought to 
trial, together with their respective clerks 
and underlings. ; 

(4) The Censor Yiian Ch’éng-yeh, in his 
capacity as supervisor of one of the 
Granaries, memorializes denouncing the 
Manchu and Chinese Superintendents of 
the establishment for neglect of duty. 
Orders having been given by the 
Board of Revenue for the issue of piculs 
19,364.9.7.4.6.2, by way of rations to 
the soldiery of two of the Banners, great 
delay took place in the execution of this 
order; and on the Censor visiting the 
Granary on the 24th and 25th of last 
month, he found some 3,000 piculs of rice, 
lying exposed in sacks in the yard, no 
superintendent present, and the proper 
recipients complaining that they had been 
kept fruitlessly waiting for days for the 
‘issue of their allowance. The rule is that 
the two Superintendents should be on duty 
alternately, day and night, and their pun- 
ishment for neglect of this rule is asked for. 
—Rescript removing the Superintendents 
has already appeared. 

(5) K’ing-lin, Superintendent of the 
Imperial manufacturing department at 
Nanking, reports the expenditure he has 
incurred on accountof the ornaments, &c., 
which were ordered for the celebration of 
the Empress mother’s brithday in Novem- 
ber last. Among the articles ordered were 
seta of hair-pins and head-ornaments in 
green and in white jadestone, scented 
woods, embroideries, &0. ; and the Board 
of Revenue has lately written refusing 
sanction to the expenditure incurred on 
account of the jadestone ornaments and 
scented woods, no precedent for which 
is on record. The Board further objects 
to the scale of charges for the embroideries, 
and requires fresh bills to be made out ; 
in accordance with the prescribed rates of 
payment. The Superintendent represents 
that he was imperatively commanded, 
in the Decree received, to furnish the 
articles now objected to, and he had no 
resource but to purchase in the open 
market at the most reasonable price he 
could arrive at. The cost of materials and 
labour in the case.of the head ornaments 
was Tls. 16,719.9, and of scented woods 
Tis, 12,517.2.0.3, although, owing to 
scarcity of supplies, he was not able to 
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furnish the full quantities which had been 
ordered in either respect. For embroidered 
crapes the outlay was Tis. 47,835.3.0.0.5, 
and for ocloth-of-gold Tis. 6,812.3. It is 
requested that the above amounts be duly 
sanctioned.—Referred by rescript to the 
Board of Revenue. 

Sept. 14th.—(!) A Decree appointing 
Brigadier-General T’ang Ting-kw’ei, 


EB. from the command of the 


Chéng-ting division in Chihli, to be com- 
mander-in-chief of the land forces of Fuh- 
kien, and naming Wu Ch’ang-k’ing as his 
successor in the above-named port. 

(2) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General of 
Chihli, memorializes reporting the arrival, 
on the 14th August, of the Burmese 
tribute-envoys, notice of whose coming 
had been previously received from the 
Governor of Yiinnan, within the limits of 
the province of Chihli. The elephants 
they have brought with them are atill 
behind. Orders have been given to the 
principal authorities at the provincial 
capital to bestow entertainment and 
gratuities on the envoys on their arrival 
there, and to forward them in due course 
on their journey. (N. B.—The tribute 
mission reached Peking about the 10th 
September.) 

Sept. 15th.—(1) A Decree with reference 
to the road which it will be necessary to 
construct for the conveyance of the coffins 
of their deceased Majesties to the mausolea 
in the course of next month. No doubt 
is entertained that to whatever extent it 
may be necessary to rely upon the services 
of the people in executing this work, the 
utmost alacrity will be shewn in coming 
forward for the display of their feelings 
of love and gratitude. The provincial 
authorities are at the same time enjoined 
to guard against any oppressive exactions. 

(2) A Decree:exempting the Superin- 
tendent of the Ch’ang-lu Salt Gabelle from 
the duty incumbent upon him by regulation, 
of presenting ingots of silver and supplies 
of silks and satins on the occasion of the 
impending obsequies. 

(3) A decree, awarding penalties to the 
officials responsible for the escape of a 
prisoner under sentence of death by strang- 
ling, who is reported by the Board of Pun- 
ishments to have succeeded in getting out 
of his place of confinement on the 14th 
inst., and who has not been recaptured. 

(4) The Manchu Commander-in-Chief at 
Canton, Ch’ang-shan, and his Lieutenant- 
General, Kwoh-leh-min, memorialise, de- 
nouncing the officials in the suite of the 
Governor-General, Ying-han. Ch’ang-shan 
and his colleague declare that, confining 
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themselves, as a rule, to their military 
duties, they are not in the habit of meddling 
with the affairs of the Civil Government, 
but under existing circumstances they do 
not feel at liberty to remain silent. The 
Governor-General, Ying-han, they repre- 
sent, has brought with him a number of 
the civil and military officers who have 
recommended themselves to his confidence 
by their willingness and activity in his 
service during his campaigns in An-hwei ; 
and chief among these is a Taotai, named 
Yii-kéng, who acted as his principal sec- 
retary in An-hwei, where this officer was 
notorious for his greed and unscrupulous- 
ness. The same functions have been con- 
fided to him by Ying-han in his new post, 
where the control of all matters, great and 
small, affecting either Chinese or Foreign 
affairs, has been left in his hands. All 
reports from subordinate authorities were 
conveyed to the Governor-General through 
this channel; and on his return at the 
end of each day from the Governor- 
General’s yamén to his lodgings, the 
street was blocked up until far into 
the night, by the sedans and mounted 
attendants of his visitors. Although 
there may be no actual proof of his having 
accepted bribes and worked forhis own ends, 
yot it is plain to all that he has engrossed 
undue authority and assumed a wholly 
unwarranted position. Ch’ang-shan having 
observed on one occasion to the Governor- 
General that invidious remarks could not 
fail to be excited with reference to the Tao- 
tai’s lodging outside the yamén, Ying-han 
replied that the officer in question was a 
man of the utmost integrity, and that he 
would answer for it that no harm should 
ensue. Like Lu-k’i, therefore (the ill- 
famed minister of the T’ang dynasty), he 
deserves to be called iniquitous in very 
fact, for failing to discover the workers of 
iniquity. In addition to this, a bevy of 
Generals, Colonels, Taotais, and Prefects 
have followed the Governor-General from 
his old to his new post, and for their main- 
tenance Ying-han haa called upon the Coast 
Defence Office to issue salaries to them on 
public account. A scheme has further 
been arranged, on the pretext of contribu- 
ting to the funds for coast defence, to 
re-establish the WeiSing gambling lotteries, 
in defiance of Imperial commands. Still 
further, although the city of Canton is 
not a camp, the Governor-General has 
surrounded himself with a staff of adjutants 
and orderly officers, and a body-guard 
numbering upwards of two hundred men, 
to no other end but that of troubling the 
popular mind, The provincial force, 
placed specially under his command, 
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is wholly ignored. All these intruders, 
moreover, coming with a whole train of 
kith and kin, have to be provided for, and 
their extravagant tendencies ministered to, 
out of the provincial resources. No military 
necessities exist at present in Kwangtung, 
and all matters relating to coast defence 
have for some time past been vested in 
the hands of the General Administrative 
Board. The Governor-General, however, 
without the least occasion, has established 
a special office, which he has furnished 
with a seal, and placed under the direction 
of officers delegated for the purpose ; and 
has, moreover, entitled it the Board of 
Military Supplies. Great discontent }as 
been aroused by these proceedings, and the 
situation is a most critical one. A decree 
is consequently svlicited, which shall call 
upon Ying-han to send back to An-hwei 
the whole of the staff of officials and guards 
whom he has brought with him thence, 

(5 and 6) Two memorials from the 
Governor of Kwangtung, (hang Chao-tung, 
in tenor similar to the foregoing. 

(7) A supplementary memorial from 
Chang Chao-tung, exposing the irregularity 
of the conduct of the Governor-General, 
Ying-han, in setting on foot the ‘Coast 
Defence Office,” which he established in 
July last, and for the expenses of which 
he caused a sum of Tls. 20,000 to be paid 
in from the provincial treasuries, He 
further gave orders for the issue from this 
office of salaries and allowances to the 
retainers he has brought with him from 
An-hwei. 

(See Decree, in Gazette of 2nd instant, 
disgracing and removing Ying-han from 
his post.) 

Sept. 16th.—(Court Circular). The 
Prince of Ch’un had audience, 

(1) A decree in reply to a memorial by 
Ts’ung-shih, acting Military Governor of 
Shéng-king, who has reported that mem- 
bers of the Imperial lineage in different 
parts of Manchuria, and other Bannermen, 
contribute toward defeating the ends of 
justice by harbouring brigands and giving 
them aid and comfort. It is decreed that 
in any case of offences of this nature, 
punishment shall be inflicted with entire 
impartiality. 

(2) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General of 
Chihli, reports that for some time past 
efforts have been maintained toward the 
breaking up of a gang of highwaymen who 
have infested the southern roads of the 
province, under the leadership of one 
Koh Loh-li, who since 1856 has indulged 
in a career of desperate crime. Since last 
year some ten or fifteen of the band have 
been apprehended by the special force 
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detailed for this purpose, and have been 
put to death; and in the course of last 
month the leader himself was inveigled to 
a certain point where he fell into the hands 
of the authorities, although not until after 
a vivlent resistance. His aduptive son was 
captured at the same time with him, and 
they were executed simultaneously, Re- 
wards are besought on behalf of the 
officers who have distinguished themselves 
in this matter. 


Sept. 17th.—(1) A decree referring to 
the charge recently brought by the Censor 
Yiian Ch’éng-yeh against the Superintend- 
ent of one of the granaries, for neglect 
of duty and absence from his post. ‘The 
inculpated official has explained that his 
absence was occasioned by a sudden 
choleraic attack, and he is allowed to 
return to his post ; but he is censured for 
having failed to obtain leave of absence, 
and the Board is directed to inflict the 
proper penalty. 

(2) The Court of Censorate forwards 
an appeal lodged by a Buddhist nun from 
Hanyang in Hupeh (adjoining Hankow), 
named Chang Show-i, stating that she is 
56 years of age, and lives as a nun in the 
Hiian Shéng Tien temple at Hankow. Two 
other females lived there with her in the 
same character, having been received into 
the sisterhood by her spiritual director 
Yang Kwang-yiian. A brother of this 
last named person, named Yang I-kao, is 
accused of having brought to the temple a 
man named Chang Lav-san, nominally to 
look after the property, but in reality to 
earry on an illicit connexion with one of the 
two younger nuns, named Show-che. As 
this woman had something the matter with 
her eyes, Chang Lao-san inveigled her 
into going to a foreign missionary hospital 


ew to be treated medically ; where- 


upon they put her to death, and no traces 
of the whereabouts of her remains have 
- been discovered. Fuh Shéng, the other 
nun, was also kidnapped away. Appellant 
peavous the district Magistrate, who 

owever did not deign to take the case in 
hand, and her enemies were emboldened 
into further misdeeds. On the 27th Sept. 
1873 a man named Yii came to ask her 
spiritual director to go to a certain place 
to prescribe for a sick person; and on 
reaching the To-pao-lin embankment he 
was thrown into the water and drowned. 
Appellant purchased a coffin and interred 
his remains; whereupon the people she 
complains against borrowed 70 string of 
cash from her, which they spent, and 
beside this they carried off the whole of 
the altar furniture and split open the 
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wooden images, to extract the gold and 
silver secreted in their insides, The reason 
she assizus for the alleged mur-ier of the 
nun Show Che, is that the man Chang was 
bent upon entering on illicit intercourse 
with the other member of the sisterhood, 
Fah Shénug. As Show Che opposed this, 
she was inveigled into going to the mis- 
sionary hospital, and then made away 
with. Sppellant’s complaints on the spot 
have been ignored, and she has been 
cruelly beaten at the magistracy. She 
consequently resorts in desperation to the 
Capital, with her appeal.—Referred by re- 
script in the usual manner. 

Sept. 18th.—(1) A decree based upon a 
reportmade by the Governor-General Ying- 
han, respecting the conduct of affairs by 
the Superintendent of Maritime Customs 
(Hoppo) at Canton. The Censor Kung- 
siian having memorialized requesting that 
a special delegate be appointed to act with 
the Hoppo in the control of his office, the 
present report was called for; and the 
Governor-General states that the duties of 
the post are attended to by the Hoppo him- 
self,—that they are not entrusted to the 
hands of underlings—that there are no 
grounds for charging the persons employed 
with connivance at contraband dealings with 
a view to their own enrichment—and that 
the outports, both far and near, are placed 
either under the control of official dele- 
gates or are managed by underlings, which 
is in conformity with the regulations 
established in the course of the last 
century. It is requested, therefore, that 
the regulations hitherto in force be abided 
by.  Itis decreed, hereupon, that the 
existing system be maintained, with due 
precaution at the same time against dis- 
honesty and fraud, any indulgence in 
which is to be severely punished. 

2) A decree stripping of their rank 
two Manchu officials in the province of 
Shéng-king, who have been denounced by 
the acting Military Governor Ts’ung-shih 
for wilful delay in the transmission of cer- 
tain articles of tribute from Curea, which 
it was their duty to forward. 

(3) The Acting-Governor of Honan re- 
ports the conclusion of the trial of a native 
of the province, named Si Ch’un-ying, 
who was taken into custody in April last 
year for the offence of presenting a sup- 
plication to his late Majesty by the road- 
side, during the Imperial progress to the 
Mausolea. The accusation he laid, charged 
& man named Wu Sze-siu with having 
beaten his elder brother and driven him 
to commit suicide. The facts of the case, 
as elicited at the trial which has now been 
held, are these: The deceased man, 
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Sti Yun-ying, a carpenter by trade, was a 
friend of the accused person, Wu Sze-siu, 
who earned his livelihood as a seller of 
roundnuts. Sii Yung-ying had given 

u Sze-siu and his two sons three ground- 
nut baskets to sell on his account ; and as 
no readymoney purchaser was to be found, 
the baskets were sold on credit to one 
Jan Hien-si and another, for the sum of 
15,600 cash. Payment being long delayed, 
adispute arose between the man Sii and 
his friends, Sii’s father urging him to 
recover the money, and at length, on the 
16th December, 1872, Sii went to Wu Sze- 
siu’s house to insist on an immediate settle- 
ment. He vowed with tears that he dare 
not go back to his father without the 
money. Wu Sze-siu, with the assistance of 
a couple of neighbours, sought to comfort 
him, and finally kept him at his house 
overnight, as it was already late. Over- 
come by his feelings of grief, however, Sii 
Yung-ying went out during the night and 
‘hanged himself from a tree in Wu’s court- 
yard. On the suicide being discovered next 
morning, every effort was made, but in 
vain, to resuscitate life ; and on an inquest 
being held, the younger brother, erro- 
neously insisting that the venous dis- 
colourations of the corpse were marks of 
blows, accused Wu Sze-siu of having been 
instrumental in causing the neath of Sii 
Yung-ying. His complaints at the Magis- 
tracy not having been successful, he 
finally took the course of proceeding as a 
suppliant to Peking. He is adjudged 
guilty under the statute in this case made 
and provided, and the penalty he has 
incurred is the infliction of 100 blows and 
transportation into military servitude on 
the nearer frontiers, ‘The person he has 
accused, Wu Sze-siu, died during the 
progress of the investigation at the inn 
where he was detained. His death, it is 
found, is not attributable to any act of 
harshness on the part of the people of the 
inn or others. As the offence committed 
by Si Ch’un-ying comes within the scope 
of the Act of Grace on his Majesty’s acces- 
sion, his punishment is remitted, with 
the proviso that if he ever «offend again, 
one degree of severity will be added to the 
sentence incurred. 

Sept. 19th. —(Court Circular). The Grand 
Secretary Wéng-siang has applied for a 
congé of ten days. 

(2) A decree referring for the considera- 
tion of the Board of Ceremonies an ap- 
plication presented by Wang Ming-lwan, 
requesting that Hii Shén (the famous 
scholar of the Han dynasty, who died 
about A.D. 220), be enrolled un the sacrifi- 
cial list of the Temple of Literature. 
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(3) The Acting-Governor of Kiangsi 
solicits a mark of Imperial approbation on 
behalf of a young girl who has distinguished 
herself by her chasta devotedness. The 
subject of this application, daughter of a 
minor official, had been betrothed from 
childhood to the son of a petty military 
officer at Nan-chang. In 1873, the in- 
tended bride having reached the age of 
18, the period of the nuptials was close at 
hand, when the bridgegroom fell ill and 
died. His bereaved spouse, bitterly weep- 
ing when the news of his decease was 
brought to her, vowed that she would 
follow him to the grave. She attempted 
suicide by hanging and by taking poison, 
but in each case her efforts were frustra- 
ted by timely intervention. She then 
refused all nourishment ; and it was only 
when her parents consented to her enter- 
ing the family of her late betrothed, as his 
unwedded widow, that she was induced to 
accept food. Since entering the household 
of her parents-in-law she has waited upon 
them with the most perfect devotion, and 
has shone as a brilliant exemplar of female 
virtue. In conformity with regulation, 
sanction is requested for the erection of a 
memorial in her honour.—Sanctioned by 
rescript. 

Sept. 20th.—The acting-Governor of 
Honan reports the arrival of the Burmese 
tribute mission within the limits of his 
jurisdiction on the 27th July, entering 
the district of Sin-yeh on their passage 
out of the territory of Hupeh. On the 
14th August they crossed the provincial 
border into Chihli, entering the depart- 
ment of Ts’ze Chow, where they were 
handed over to the charge of the officials 
appointed for their escort by the Governor- 
General Li Hung-chang. The elephants 
accompanying the mission, which were left 
some distance behind, entered the pro- 
vince of Honan on the 8th August, and 
will be duly forwarded on their way. 

Sept. 21st.—(1) The Superintendents of 
the Imperial Customs at the Ts’ung Wén 
(Ha-ta) Gate of Peking memorialize repre- 
senting the causes of deficiency in collection 
of the supplementary fixed amount of 
revenue at the expiry of their year’s 
tenure of office. The result shews that the 
standard regulation amount of duties has 
been obtained in full, but that there is a 
deficiency in the supplementary levy for 
the collection of which they are likewise 
answerable. ‘The causes assigned for the 
falling off in the revenue are the difference 
prevailing in the value of silver between 
Peking and the rest of the Empire, com- 
bined with (or leading to) a great increase 
in the cost of commodities. To these 
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causes, which both act prejudicially on 
supply and at the same time check demand, 
must be added the fact that imports from 
foreign countries all pay duty at Tientsin, 
and are exempt by regulation from further 
ayment on their arrival at the Ts’ung 
Wan Gate. The season, again, has been 
most unfavourable, owing to the excessive 
heat and the heavy rains, which have 
made the roads almost impassable for 
carts or pack-animals. Under the late 
Superintendents, on representation being 
made of the impossibility of collecting the 
full regulation amount of duty, sanction 
was given by rescript to the payment of so 
much only as could be collected ; but the 
Board of Revenue having now memo- 
rialized requesting that the different 
custom houses be required to make up 
their collections according to rule, and 
not to avail themselves of previous excep- 
tions to regulation, a decree has been 
issued assenting to this proposal, but 
directing that where unavoidable defi- 
ciencies exist, report is to be made of the 
causes at the expiry of the first year of 
oftice on the part of the Superintendents, 
It has now accordingly to be stated that 
in the (Chinese) year from the 13th 
September, 1874, to the lst September, 
1875, the amount of revenue collected 
under the head of standard regulation was 
Tle, 102,187.5.6.2 ; and under the head of 
supplementary or regulation-excess the 
amount collected was T'ls. 70,428.5.8, 
making a total of ‘Tls. 172,616.1.4 2. 
Whilst the standard regulation amount 
shews no deficiency, the amount collected 
under the second heading is less by 
Tis. 142,348.3.3 than is fixed by reyula- 
tion, ‘The total amount obtained, after 
deducting the expenses of collection, has 
been remitted to the Board of Revenue, 
and returns in detail are laid before the 
throne, In winding up the memorial, the 
causes of deficiency are again adverted to, 
including the exception of foreign imports 
from further duty payment. 

(2) In a further memorial, the same high 
officials tender explanations with reference 
to the duty on opium collected at the 
Tsung Wén Gate. The opium duty 
account has always been kept under a 
separate heading, and the amount collected 
separately remitted to the Board. The 
present Superintendents have required 
their subordinates to use the utmost 
diligence toward efficient collection, and 
to impose severe penalties on any traders 
who may be found guilty of attempts at 
evasion of the revenue in this respect. 
Where seizures have been made, on its 
becoming proved that the partiesimplicated 
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were in reality unable to pay the amounts 
adjudged against them, the opium has 
been sold and the proceeds passed to the 
credit of the confiscation account. The 
total amount of duty collected in the 
year to the 1st September, 1875, was 
Tis. 10,768.6.3., together with Tis. 325 
odd arising from the percentage levied with 
the duty on account of weight allowance, 
etc. An amount of Tls. 71.7 remains over 
from the confiscation account, after paying 
all rewards according to rule; and the 
above sums have been transmitted to the 
Board of Revenue. 

Sept. 22nd—(1) A decree expressing the 
imperial regret on receipt of intelligence 
of the decease of the Financial Commis- 
sioner of Kwangtung, Tsiin-ta. The 
customary posthumous honours aredecreed. 

(2) A Decree. Let Yang K’ing-lin 


+A Es BR succeed to the vacant post of 


Financial Commissioner of Kwangtung ; 


and let Wu Tsan-ch’éng RAM become 


his successor as Governor of Shun-t’ien 
Fu. (N.B. Wu Tsun-ch’éng is at present 
territorial” Taotai at Tientsin). 

(3) The Court of Censorate memorialize 
reporting that a graduate of the province 
of Honan, named Li Chéng-yitan, had laid 
certain representations before the Court 
for transmission to the Throne. On 
perusing these, it was found that they 
consisted merely in wellworn observations 
on the subject of reform of abuses, com- 
prising nothing of practical value, and at 
the same time marked by sundry expres- 
sions of an inadmissible nature. It was 
the duty of the Court, accordingly, to act 
upon the suggestion approved last year, 
and solicit a Decree rejecting the proftered 
counsels. As they were in the act of 
taking this step, however, it was reported 
to them that the individual who had 
presented the documents in question had 
taken advantage of a block in the street 
traffic tu escape from the custody of the 
officer in whose charge he had been placed ; 
and while measures are being taken for 
his apprehension, it is requested that 
{mperial orders be issued to the Governor 
of Honan to take steps in the same direc- 
tion. (Rescript issued September 10th). 

(4) King-jui, Brigadier-General of the 
Ma-lan division, memorializes requesting 
that a sum of Taels 12,000 be supplied 
to him from the Treasury of Chihli, iu 
order to provide for the expenses entailed 
by the approaching Imperial obsequies. 
The Mausolea are situated within his 
command, and the duty of providing 
proper accommodation for their Majesties 
the Empresses and the young Emperor 
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rests upon himself. The sum named above 
will be required for papering and other- 
wise decorating the four temples in which 
: their Majesties will be lodged during the 
journey, in conformity with the precedent 
of 1873, when a similar sum was allowed 
on the occasion of his late Majesty’s visit 
to the Mausolea.—Granted by rescript. 


Sept. 23rd.—(1) A decree. Let Liu 


Ping-lin 2h) Fe tk succeed to the 
vacant post of Taotai at Tientsin. 

Sept. 24th.—(1) A decree in reply to a 
memorial from the Board of War with 
reference to the remission of sentences on 
officials under sentence of penal servitude, 
in fulfilment of the Act of Grace pro- 
. mulgated on the accession of his Majesty 

to the Throne. 

(2 and 3) Memorials from the Guardians 
of the Imperial Mausolea, soliciting a 
supply of funds on account of the impend- 
ing obsequies. (See rescripts issued on the 
9th iustant). 

Sept. 25th.—(1) A decree in reply toa 
memorial from Tsai-ts’ien and others 


* (guardians of the Imperial Mausolea) 


directing a high officer to inspect certain 
dilapidations in the Mausolea which, the 
memoralists represent, should be im- 
mediately attended to. 


(2) A Decree. Let Shu-lin a BS go 


to Hangchow as Superintendent of the 
Imperial Manufactory. 

(3) A memorial from Pao Yuan-shén, 
Governor of Shansi, praying that a Memo- 
rial Board with the Imperial Autograph 
may be awarded to the presiding deity of 
a Temple to the Dragon God and the Spirit 
of the five kinds of grain in the Ch’ing- 
shui Ho Sub-prefecture, as a mark of 
gratitude for his readiness in answering 
prayers for rain. (Rescript assenting to 
this already published.) 

Sept. 26th.—Postscript memorial from 
Yih-ai, Lieutenant-General of the Banner 
forces in Kirin, lately sentenced by the 
Board of War to dismissal for incompet- 
ency in the conduct of certain cases, 
reporting that he has taken upon himself to 
retain the seals of office handed to him for 
temporary custody by Yih-yung, the 
Military Governor, who was sentenced to 
military servitude. Memorialist being now 
under sentence of dismissal, should of 
course give up the seals, but as there is no 
high officer in the town of Kirin to whom 
he can deliver them, and the Lieutenant 
Generals on other stations are too far off to 
be removed within a reasonable time, he 
ed pee to await the arrival of the Acting 

ilitary Governor Mu-t’u-shan, who he 
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hears is on his way to his post, and may 
be shortly expected. 

Sept. 27th—(1) A decree, in answer to 
a memorial from the Governor of Shun- 
Vien Fu, sanctioning in accordance with 
the usage of recent years the opening of 
the two winter asylums for the destitute 
poor of Peking at an earlier periord than 
that prescribed by regulation. In addition 
to the regular allowance of 300 piculs of 
millet, a further donation of Tls. 500 is at 
the same time, as usual, bestowed. 

(2) A decree of the two Empresses 
Regent, in reply to a memorial from Ting 
Pao-chéng, Governor of Shantung, who 
has besought their Majesties to abstain 
from accompanying the funeral procession 
of the remains of the late Emperor and 
Empress to their resting place at the 
Mausolea. The advice is not accepted, on 
the ground that the Empresses and the 
young Emperor could in no wise reconcile 
themselves to the non-performance of such 
a duty. 

(3) A memorial from the Governor- 
General of Sze-ch’wan, reporting the arrest 
and execution of three manufacturers of 
counterfeit cash. 

Sept. 28th.—(Court Circular.) The 
Grand Secretary, Wén-siang, paid his re- 
spects on reaumption of his duty. 

(1) A Decree. The Yamén of Foreign 
Affairs has presented a memorial, praying 
a declaration from the Throne, on the 
subject of certain prescriptions in Our 
Decrees, and regarding the conclusions 
arrived at [by the Yamén] in the matter of 
intercourse between the chiefs of the 
principal departments of State and the 
Foreign Ministers residing in the Capital. 
The explanation of the prescriptions that 
apply to the Decrees is perfectly correct, 
As regards intercourse with the chiefs of 
departments, We command that action be 
taken in the manner the Yamén has pro- 
posed. 

(2) The Acting Governor General of the 
Two Kiang provinces, Liu Kw’én-yih, 
memorializes with reference to the pro- 
posed reopening of the Inland Custom- 
houses in the province of Kiangsu, orders 
for which had lately been issued at the 
instance of the Board of Revenue, but which 
a careful consideration of the circumstances 
involved, shows to be virtually impossible. 
The facts are these: By the regulations 
heretofore in force, the prescribed amount 
of revenue to be annually collected by 
the Lung-kiang and the Si-sin Custom- 
houses was Tis, 186,983 ; and by the Hu- 
shu Custom-house Tls, 421,151, making 
a total for the three of Tls. 608,134. This 
is the fixed annual amount of revenue 
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prescribed by the regulations; but no 
matter how the collectorate might be con- 
ducted, it was seldom if ever possible to 
come up to this standard of collection ; 
still less to exceed the amount prescribed. 
The collection of likin, on the contrary, 
in the province of Kianysu, yields through 
the three head offices at Soochow, Shang- 
hai, and Nanking, notwithstanding re- 
peated reductions applied during the last 
few years, a total revenue of something 
more than Tis. 2,000,000, or upwards 
of three times the amount which the 
regulation revenue from the Custom- 
houses would provide. Thus the State 
is no loser, although the Custom-houses 
are closed. Of course, if the Customs’ 
duties could be levied as well as the 
likin, it would be highly advantageous 
from a revenue point of view; but the 
mercantile community, groaning under the 
burden of the likin tax now prevailing, are 
not a day without longing for measures 
with a view to its reduction. Since the 
memorialist acceded (a few months ago) 
to his present oftice, he has received 
multitudes of petitions from the mercantile 
community, and despite his attempts at 
persuasion, they continue to besieye him 
unintermittingly with their appeals. Public 
opinion would certainly be dissatisfied 
were it now proposed to re-impose the 
inland Customs’ duties over and above the 
likin taxation at present in force ; and, 
although the scheme were by a great effort 
carried into execution, it would merely 
result in killing the goose that lays the 
golden eggs (lit. in draining the pond to 
take a haul of fish), ina manner by no 
means conducive to the recovery of the 
prosperity of the country. Moreover, it 

as to be observed that since the introduc- 
tion of the foreign transit-pass system, it 
has been resorted to by dishonest Chinese 
merchants as a protection to themselves, 
whereby a falling-off has been caused in 
the likin revenue. At the same time it 
must be admitted that men of respecta- 
bility, who are impressed with a regard 
for right principle and for the law, have 
hesitated to enter upon such a pro- 
ceeding. Should, however, the Customs’ 
duties be now additionally imposed, the 
inevitable result must be that the 
mercantile class, unable to bear the 
burden longer, will resort to the most 
desperate extremities, will eagerly buy up 
foreign transit passes and falsely assume 
the character of foreign merchants, thus 
entailing the loss to China of both the 
Customs’ duties and the likin revenue. It 
may be alleged, perhaps, that if the likin 
were abolished, and the collecting stations 
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done away with, so that the Customs’ 
duties should not exceed in amount the 
total of the likin collection, the mercantile 
class would have no complaiut to make. To 
this it may be objected that, where both 
sources of revenue alike contribute to the 
necessities of the state, a mere substitution 
of one for the other would simply be produc- 
tive of both needless confusion, and at the 
same time be unpalatable to the vulgar mind, 
which is invariably disturbed by anything 
of a novel description. Of the likin sta- 
tions, again, many are employed only for 
purposes of surveillance, and to abolish 
any one of them is merely to open the door 
to frand and evasion. ‘Ihe instance quoted 
by the Board of Enquiry, for example— 
viz., the Custoum-house at Kiukiang, where 
Customs’ duty and likin are collected 
jointly, a system which it is thought might 
apply to the inland Cuatom houses in 
Kiangsu as well, it is objected that the 
Kiangsu Custom-houses are all on interior 
lines of traffic, whereas the Kiukiang 
Custom-house has to deal only with the 
two likin stations immediately above and 
below that port. At Kiukiang, moreover, 
the Native and Foreign tariff duties are 
collected at one and the same office ; and 
in the periodical reports to the ‘Throne, it 
has been more than once stated that the 
Foreign tariff duties are continually en- 
croaching on the Native! There appears 
to be no reason whatever for establishing 
any analogy between the inland Custom- 
houses and the likin stations, In rejoinder 
to the remark that the Customs’ duties are 
open to audit and control, but that there 
is no check upon the likin collection, it has 
to be stated that, in strict obedience to the 
proposal of the Board of Revenue, half- 
yearly reports of the likin revenue are 
transmitted to the Throne. The likin 
taxation in Kiangsu. may be heavier 
than that imposed under the Custom- 
house system; but from this the fol- 
lowing sums have to be provided: For 
the pay of the Banner troops at Pe- 
king, Tls. 60,000 per annum ; subsidy to 
the military forces North of the Yangteze, 
Tls. 110,000 per mensem ; forthe army 
in Kansuh, Tls. 30,000 per mensem ; and 
in addition to these amounts, contri- 
butions toward the maintenance of the 
drilled forces in Manchuria, the pay of 
officials in the Amoor province the works 
on the Yellow River, and the construction 
of the two Mausolea for the Kmpresses 
Regent as well as of the Mausoleum of his 
Majesty lately deceased. Other amounts 
have likewise to be provided, for the Impe- 
rial manufactories aud simiker require- 
ments, and lately the sum of Tis. 400,000 
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has been further appropriated by Decree 
from the same source for the purposes of 
coast defence. On a review of all these 
facts it is requested that the re-opening of 
the inland Custom houses be deferred and 
the likin collectorate be continued in force. 
—Rescript: Let the board of Revenue 
consider and report to Us. 

Sept. 29th. (Court Circular). The Im- 
perial Equipage Department reported the 
arrival of the trained elephants (from 
Burmah.) 

(1) A Deoree sanctioning a reduction in 
the land-tax for the current year‘in the 
districts traversed by the road which wil 
be travelled over by the Imperial cortdge 
on the occasion of the approaching obse- 
quies. In the four districts nearer Peking 
the reduction is to the amount of one- 
half ; in those immediately adjacent to the 
Mausolea it is to be seven-tenths. 

(2) A Decree awarding a donation of 
one mace in silver per mow of land to the 
proprietors whose fields border on the line 
of tne Imperial progress toward the Mau- 
solea, in compensation for any damage 
that may be done by trampling down the 
winter wheat-sowing. Payment is to be 
made from the provincial treasury of 
Chihli. 

(3) The Governor of Shantung memoria- 
lizes reporting that on the 4th of August, 
a Liu ch’iuan junk drifted ashore at the 
Shantung Promontory, whereupon the 
Magistrate of the Yung-ch’éng district 
proceeded at once to make enquiries in 
person and has reported the result. He 
found the junk to contain 25 persons, 
wearing their hair bound up in a knot, 
and dressed in round jackets. The 
contents of the vessel consisted only in 
50 bags of paddy, with the necessary equip- 
ment of utensils, and nothing in the shape 
of contraband yoods was on board. None 
of the’ mariners could speak a word of 
Chinese, but they had among them a man 
who was able to communicate in the writ- 
ten language, and who proved to be the 
junk’s accountant. He stated that they 
had sailed on the 20th July from Pa-Chung 
Shan island with the 50 bags of rice as 
tribute” (for the use of the Court) 
bound for the capital of their country, 
and that, being overtaken by a storm on 
the following day they had lost their reck- 
oning, and had been driven before the 
wind to the spot at which they now found 
themselves. The junk and her equip- 
ment were staunch and in good order, 
and their cargo was intact, neither had 
they been molested or plundered by 
the people of the locality. All their 
provisions were, however, exhausted. They 
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had not ventured to touch any of the rice, 
this being intended for the sovereign’s 
use. They begged that they might be 
sent to Fuochow, whence they could find 
their wayhome. The Governor represents 
that, according to regulation in all cases 
of the kind, the distressed mariners should 
be sent to Peking and thence forwarded to 
their homes ; butas in the present instance 
the junk is sound and well equipped, he 
requests sanction to his having followed a 
precedent set in 1872, when a Corean, junk 
blown ashore under similar circumstances 
was allowed to return direct to its own 
country. He has sent the Liu-ch’iuan 
vessel accordingly utider convoy of an 
officer of the Provincial Marine to Shang- 
hai, whence it will be similarly forwarded 
on to Foochow. 

Sept. 30th.—(Court Circular.) The 
Prince of Ch’un had audience of leave on 
his departure for the Mausolea. 

(1) A Decree, enjoining on the high offi- 
cials concerned the most scrupulous care 
in guarding against all wanton damage to 
property along the line of the forthcoming 
Imperial funeral cortdge, in the way of 
trampling over the land. 

(2) Memorial by the Grand Secretary 
Pao-yiin, Comptroller-in-Chief of the Board 
of Civil Office, and his colleagues, with 
reference to the case of the Governor- 
General of the Two Kwang provinces, 
Ying-han, in connection with his restora- 
tion of the gambling lotteries at Canton, 
and his shortcomings in the way of 
saddling a large staff of retainers upon the 
Provincial Exchequer, as reported in pre- 
vious memorials from the Governor and the 
Manchu Commander-in-Chief of Kwang- 
tung. For the first offence—viz., that of 
sanctioning the re-establishment of the 
gambling lotteries, which a Decree last 
year had ordered to be abolished in per- 
petuity, without waiting for a reply to the 
application he had addressed to this effect 
to the Throne, he is adjudged to have in- 
curred the penalty of degradation two 
degrees of rank, remaining in his present 
employ; but on the charge subsequently 
brought forward, he is pronounced guilty 
of disgraceful conduct, and to have in- 
curred accordingly a sentence of entire 
deprivation of rank. (See Gazette of 2nd 
inst.) 

Oct. 1st.—This day’s Gazette contains no 
documents of importance. 

Oct. 2nd.—(Court Circular.) King-lien 
paid his respects on his return from 
Urumtsi, and had audience. (N.B.—King- 
lien, a Manchu official of literary antece- 
dents, has lately been displaced at his 
own urgent request, from the supreme 
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command of the army destined to advance 
against Urumtsi and the other possessions 
of Yakub Khan, the Emir of Kashgaria.) 

(1) A Decree, nominating three high 
Manchu officials to proceed to the Eastern 
Mausolea on the 11th instant, and inspect 
the red posts surrounding the Imperial 
tombs. 

(2) The Board of Punishments memori- 
alizes, reporting the escape of a criminal un- 
der sentence of death by strangulation, on 
the night of the 11th September. Taking 
advantage of an opportunity when the 
jailers were off their guard, the prisoner 
wrenched off his fetters and climbed over 
the wall of the prison, The alarm was at 
once given and pursuit instituted, but he 
had made good his escape. On examina- 
tion of the spot next day, it was found that 
the thorn-bushes with which the top of the 
wall is covered had, in fact, been pulled 
out of place, beside which there were 
marks left of the footing made by the pri- 
soner in the act of climbing over. A 
rigorous enquiry is instituted for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining whether any guilty 
connivance is attributable to the jailers, 
and the officials responsible are named in 
order that they be handed over to the 
Board of Civil Office for the adjudication 
of a penalty. . 

(3) The Governor-General, Manchu 
Commander-in-Chief, and Governor of 
Fuhkien, and the Imperial Commissioner 
for Coast Defence and Foreign Affairs in 
Formosa, Shén Pao-chéng, unite in request- 
ing Imperial sanction to the erection of a 
temple to the God of the Seas at An-p’ing, 
the port of Taiwan, in recognition of the 
protection divinely afforded to the Chinese 
Navy during its recent services on the coast 
of Formosa, and in fulfilment of the popu- 
lar wish to this effect. It is represented 
that, between the months of May and Oc- 
tober, during the prevalence of the S.W. 
monsoon, the billows which affront the 
heavens on this coast, rolling in with a 
thunderous sound, which is heard at a dis- 
tance of many miles, even when not agi- 
tated by storms into unusual violence, cause 
access to the roadstead of An-p’ing to be 
suspended on the part of vessels of any 
size or description. When the Imperial 
Commissioner crossed over to Formosa in 
June last year, and required the services 
of a squadron of steam vessels, making 
constant voyages backwards and forwards 
with troops, stores, artillery, and muni- 
tions of every kind, An-p’ing was the 
regular place of landing ; and, on the con- 
struction of a fort being afterwards under- 
taken at San Kw’én Shén K’ow, the timber, 
bricks, and other requisites for which had 
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to be shipped from the mainland, dis- 
embarkation of all these materials was like- 
wise effected at An-p’ing. When boisterous 
weather had prevailed there for days to- 
gether, —and to look at the tempestuous sea 
was a heartrending spectacle,—the waves 
became stilled as the vessels approached 
the anchorage, and a calm security pre- 
vailed while they discharged their ladings 
and set out again on their voyage. Ooca- 
sions are known on which vessels were 
obliged to go to sea on important business 
in stormy weather, and when, the moment 
they got under way, the wind ceased and 
the waves grewatill, The resident popula- 
tion and the seafaring folk alike raised 
their hands on high, in joyful thanksgiving, 
declaring that never had such things 
happened before, and that truly this was 
an interposition from the divine powers. 
The Imperial Commissioner and the Go- 
vernor of Fuhkien, having themselves 
visited the spot, can speak from personal 
experience ; and the erection of a temple 
such as the laws provide, in cases where 


the authorized deities (IEW) of the seas 


and rivers have shown the power of con- 
ferring actual benefits upon the people, is 
accordingly solicited.—Referred by re- 
ho for the consideration of the Board of 
ites. . 


(4) A postscript memorial from Shén 


Pao-chéng with reference to the retirement 
of his military colleague, General Lo Ta- 
ch’un, who had contracted fever and 
dysentery during his service in Formosa, 


Oct. 3rd.—(1) A decree with reference 
to the disturbances caused by the re- 
fractory gold-hunters in the region of 
San-sing (on the Sungari river, —see Gazette 
of January 27th). The Military Governor 
of Kirin, Mu-t’u-shan, and his colleagues, 
having been commissioned to hold an 
enquiry, have now reported as follows :— 
When the insurgents from the mountain- 
range on the east (i.e. near the Russian 
possessions) made an incursion last Feb- 
ruary in the direction of San-sing, the 
Lieutenant-general in command there, 
Shéng-an, failed to send a force at once to 
attack them, and thus caused three posts 
to be captured. The military officers who 
eventually took the field did not advance 
to encounter the insurgents, whose ravages 
they simply encouraged ; whilst the Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Shwang-fuh and others, in 
charge of frontier posts, winked at the 
mining operations of the gold-hunters, 
from whom they exacted a share of their 
earnings. All these delinquents are 


stripped of their rank, and ordered to be. 


brought to Kirin for trial and punishment 
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as the law provides. In a separate 
decree, Ch’ang-lin fe is appointed to 
the Lieutenant-generalship of San-sing. 

The remainder of to-day’s Gazette is occu- 

ied with memorials from Wén-che, Super- 
Dieddent of the Imperial manufacturing 
department at Soochow, relating to his 
assumption of office. 


Oct. 4th_—(Court Ciroular).—The Go- 
vernor-general of Chihli, Li Hung-chang, 
paid his respects on his arrival at Peking, 
and had audience. 

(1) A decree expressing the Imperial 
regrets on receipt of intelligence of the 
decease yesterday of Ts’ung-lun, one of the 
Presidents of the Board of Works. The 
deceased Minister, trustworthy and diligent 
in the discharge of his duty, had been ad- 
vanced from a post in the household to 
various ministerial offices, whence he rose 
to fill the post of President of the Board 
of Works and subsequently of one of the 
Comptrollers of the Household. The 
customary funereal honours are decreed 
in his case. (N.B. The deceased Minis- 
ter, who had reached at his death on the 
3rd inat., the age of 84, was a member of 
the Yamén of Foreign Affairs in addition 
to his othor functions, although for many 
years past his services have been purely 
nominal. Up to quite recently, however, 
he is reported to have possessed all his 
faculties in a remarkable degree. His 
only important action in connection with 
foreign affairs was his reception of Sir 
John Bowring and Mr. McLane, at Taku, 
in 1854). 

(2) A decree appointing She-tséng (a 
former Hoppo at Canton) to succeed 
Ts’ung-lun as Comptroller of the House- 
hold. 

(3) A decree transferring Kw’ei-ling from 
the presidency of the Court of Censorate 
to that of the Board of Works, and ap- 
pointing King-lien (see Gazette of 2ud 
inst.) as his successor. 

(4) The Governor of Hunan memoria- 
lizes reporting that under the regulations 
newly introduced, the contingent of rice 
for Peking due from the province for the 
year 1874 has been purchased and shipped 
at Shanghai through the China Merchants’ 
Steam Navigation Company. The amounts 
supplied are as follows :— 


Contingent proper, ............ piculs 20,000 
Rations for cargo-boatmen... 230 
Waste-allowance for ,, 115 


a forsteamers not stated. 


The shipments were concluded by the 
4th of August. 
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Oct. 5th._—{Court Circular.) The Go- 
vernor-General Li Hung-chang had audi- 
ence. 


(1) The acting Military Governor of 
Shéng-king, Ts’ung-shih, and his colleague, 
Ts’ing-k’ai, memorialize stating the parti- 
culars connected with the delay in trans- 
mission of articles of tribute lately sent 
from Corea. A despatch had been received 
from the Board of Ceremonies, to the effect 
that report had been made by a Corean 
official, named Han Wén-kw’ei, of his 
having delivered the tribute of scented 
woods to the proper officer of the Govern- 
ment of Shéng-king on the 6th June last, 
but notwithstanding this, upwards of two 
months elapsed without any sign of deli- 
very of the packages at Peking. It was 
not until the 29th July that a Manchu 
officer from Shéng-king, named En-féng, 
made his appearance at the Board, and 
reported that he had taken charge of the 
tribute on the 7th July, in company with 
the special officer appointed for the purpose, 
named Ta-lung-ah, and that, in con- 
sequence of the bad state of the roads, 
they had decided to forward the packages 
by water, he himself coming on by land to 
make report. On being interrogated, 
however, he could give no account of the 
whereabouts of his colleague or of the 
place of embarkation ; neither could he 
explain the cause of delay from the begin- 
ning of June to the 7th of July. Enquiry 
was therefore ordered. The acting Mili- 
tary Governor reports that the intelligence 
thus conveyed to him had caused him the 
utmost surprise. The tribute was duly 
taken charge of on the 6th of June by the 
two officers above-named, in conformity 
with the standing regulations, and a guard 
of ten soldiers was assigned to them, the 
packages having been fully weighed by 
official# of the Board of Ceremonies and 
carts for transport provided by the Board 
of War. The Board of Revenue was 
subsequently called upon to furnish the 
funds for payment of the carters, and 
on the 4th July En-féng received his 
certificates and reported that he was 
about to set out on his journey. From 
what is now reported, there appears 
to be reason to apprehend that some 
underhand work has been resorted to, 
inasmuch as no precedent exists for 
sending tribute otherwise than by road, 
and nothing has been heard of Ta-lung-ah 
and his convoy. A rescript is solicited, 
stripping him of his rank, and enquiries 
will at once be made at all points along 
the coast, to ascertain whether the tribute 
has really been sent by the sea route. 
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(2) The Governor-General, Governor, 
and Superintendent of Maritime Customs 
at Canton jointly memorialize in obedience 
to commands. On the 23rd May last they 
received a Decree based on a memorial by 
the Censor Kung-siian, who had repre- 
sented that grave abuses flourish in the 
administration of the Customs at Canton, 
owing to the practice of placing per- 
sonal retainers of the Superintendent 
(or ‘*Hoppo’”’) in charge of collec- 
torates. He prayed that official delegates 
of the provincial government should be 
associated in the management of affairs 
with the Hoppo’s underlings. The decree 
upon this observed that where personal 
retainers are employed in the collection of 
duties, abuses may naturally be expected 
to arise, and morevver that, as questions 
relating to foreign trade have of late years 
come up in this connection, care in the 
discharge of duty is all the more requisite. 
An enquiry and report were accordingly 
called fur. The memorialists now repre- 
sent that the Superintendent of Customs 
for the province of Kwangtung, residing 
at Canton, has always been in the habit 
of directing in person the management of 
the main or central collectorate estab- 
lished at that port, whilst for the out- 
stations, far and near, in view of the great 
extent of the territory, and the heavy 
amount of business to be attended to, the 
Superintendent is absolutely obliged to 
depute personal retainers and clerks to 
attend to the management of each particular 

lace. In the 5ist year of the reign K’ien- 
ung (A.D. 1786) the then Superintendent 
joined with the then Governor-General 
in memorializing to the effect that, owing 
to the great distance from Canton of the 
ports along the East and West coasts of the 
province, the system of management there 
by personal retainers should be wholly 
abolished ; whilst for the cullectorate at 
and near Canton, and the suppression of 
smuggling, duties which could not be 
entirely left to clerks and underlings, the 
Superintendent should depute confidential 
and experienced retainers of his own to 
exercise a general control. This system, 
carried out under rigurous checks against 
dishonesty, has been in force ever since, 
Of late years, at the same time, new 
branch Custom houses have been es- 
tablished, the one at Swatow and the 
other at Pak-hoi (in the Gulf of Tonquin), 
and opium-duty offices have further been 
set on foot in the districts of Sin-an and 
Hiang-shan (i.e., near Hongkong and 
Macao); at all of which places official 
delegates are employed as superintendents, 
the management not being left merely 
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in the hands of personal retainers. It 
has further to be observed that the 
Canton collectorate is ranged under two 
divisions—one the foreign Maritime Cus- 
toms, the other the native or regular 
branch. In all matters relating to foreign 
duties, the shui-wu-sze (i.e. the foreign 
Oustoms’ staft) effect the levy according 
to the regulations affecting foreign trade ; 
and where international questions arise in 
this respect, if at Canton, the shui-wu-sz 
report to the memorialists, who take the 
necessary action thereupon, and if at 
Swatow, the delegate in charge of the 
Customs there makes the necessary report, 
The present Superintendent has adhered 
strictly to the regulations he has found in 
force, and keeps a watchful eye for the 
prevention of all abuses. It has also to 
be said that of late years the collection of 
the regular quota of duties has been 
accomplished in full, and even as regards 
the supplementary quota of Tls. 100,000 
added some timeago to theamount, asurplus 
instead of any deficiency has been shewn. 
Under the head of opium-duty, again, the 
amount collected is more than ‘[ls. 300,000 
(quy., Tls. 30,000?) in excess of what it 
formerly was; and the new cullectorate at 
Pak-hoi yields upwards of Tls. 20,0 '0 per 
annum. From these results it may be 
inferred that the persons employed dis- 
charge their duty without connivance at 
contraband dealing for their own profit; 
and the memorial concludes with a recom- 
mendation that the existing system, being 
found to work thus efficiently, should be 
continued in force, under constant and 
effective supervision.— For rescript seo 
Gazette of Sept. 18th. 

Oct. 6th.—(Court Circular.) The Go- 
vernor-General Li Hung-chang had audi- 
ence, 

(1). A Decree. On our departure from 
Peking on the 16th of this month, in 
company with Their Majesties the Em- 
presses, to follow the remains of Their 
deceased Majesties to the Mausolea, let 
the Prince of Tun, the Grand Secretary 
Wén-siang and the Presidents Mao Ch’ang- 
hi, Tung-Siin, and Tsao-pao, remain in 
the Capital to administer affairs, Let the 
Prince of Tun and the three Ministers 
last-named severally take it in turn to 
remain on duty in the Palace. ‘hose 
whose turn it is not to sleep within the 
Palace, shall go off duty at three p.m., 
each day, and may be relieved from duty at 
noon at each day. 

(2) A decree conferring the temporary 
command of the Peking gendarmerie on 
Wén-siang, during the absence of his 
Majesty from Peking. COh’ung-how and 
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En-ch’éng are respectively appointed as 
acting Lieutenants-General of the two 
divisions of the guards. 

(3) The Court of Censorate memorialize 
presenting an appeal lodged by Wang 
Chih-kung, a native of the Li-tsin district 
in Shantung, who complains that his cousin, 
having been brought before the district 
magistrate in connection with some litiga- 
tion respecting the title to some land, had 
been so cruelly beaten, receiving a bas- 
tinado of 100 blows, that he died in con- 
sequence. Complainant’s father had also 
a bastinado of 200 blows, and 100 blows on 
the palms of his hands inflicted upon him. 
Complaint had been lodged with the Pro- 
vincial Judge, who merely deputed another 
district magistrate to enquire into the 
case, and nothing has been done in the 
matter. —Referred in the usual manner. 

(3) The Manchu commander-in-chief at 
Nanking memorializes requesting that the 
civil commissioner of the Banner force at 
Chinkeang, an officer named Ming-che, 
who has accomplished a three years’ ‘enure 
of office, may be left in his present post for 
another like period. His duties involve the 
adjudication of suits between the Banner- 
men and Chinese, and his experience and 
abil:ty particularly qualify him for his post, 
more especially in view of the fact that at 
Chinkiang there is a foreign community 
resident side by side with the Chinese, and 
that a state of settled order has but lately 
been restored (after the rebellion. )—Re- 
ferred by rescript to the Board of Civil 
office. 

(4) Ts’ung-shih, acting Military Governor 
of Shéng-king, memorializes representing 
that in this province scarcely one locality 
exists where shelter is not affurded to 
banditti, who find especially s:fe har- 
bouring places in the small and remote 
country hamlets. In the towns and larger 
villages, moreover, the members of the 
imperial lineage (sung shih and givro), 
as well as other Bannermen, habitually 
follow this pernicious course, thus ter- 
rifying the officers of justice, who are 
placed in dread of being themselves falsely 
accused and involved in trouble. A re- 
script is solicited to the effect that persons 
giving aid and comfort to banditti, whose 
names may be divulged on the trial of cap- 
tured offenders, shall be dealt with as 
actually guilty of the crimes they have 
encouraged, without respect of persons. — 
For rescript see Gazette of September 16th. 

Oct. 7th.—(L) Wang Ming-lwan, a pre- 
ceptor of the state Academy, memorializes 
requesting the admission of the name of 
Hii Shéng, the famous scholar of the Han 
dynasty, to the list of worthies enrolled in 
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the Temple of learning (the Confucian 
Temple). Hii Shén, he represents, came 
forward at a time when the words of 
the sages of antiquity had begun to be 
obscured under the commentaries of later 
writers, to establish the true meaning 
of their language. At about the end 
of the second century of the Christian 
era he composed the Shwo Wén dictionary, 
in 14 sections, divided under 540 classes, 
and containing 9,353 words. Subsequent 
writers of the Han dynasty extolled his 
learning ; and in the Imperial catalogue of 
literature compiled in the reign of K’ien- 
jung (in the last century), the value of his 
work is fully enlarged upon. It is, in- 
deed, chiefly under the present dynasty 
that his merits have been fully blazoned 
forth. His work has been made the sub- 
ject of critical exposition by writers such 
as Hwei Tung, Chu Ytin, Ts’ien Ta-hin, 
Wang Nien-sun, Twan Yii-ts’ai, ‘lai Chén, , 
Sun Sing-yen, Yen K’o-kiin, Yiian Ytian, 
and Kwei-fuh, and ‘his equality with the 
great master of all learning, Chéng K’ang- 
ch’éng, has been fully admitted. Chény 
K’ang-chéng was restored in A D. 1724 to 
a place in the sacrificial canon; and the 
admission of his contemporary and fellow- 
worker to like honours is now besought.— 
Referred by rescript already published for 
the consideration of the Board of Cere- 
monies. 

Oct. 8th.—(1) ‘The Prince of Kung and 
his colleagues in the Yamén of Foreign 
Affairs memorialize setting forth in detail 
the conditions existing in the relations 
between China and Foreign powers, and 
soliciting a decree fesavarliig| a distinct 
declaration on this subject, in urder to set 
at rest the doubts that have arisen and to 
guard against causes of disagreement. In 
the month of June last the Yamén pre- 
sented a memorial, in which they requested 
sanction to the foundation of a college 
[lit., a store or place of laying up provision] 
for persons versed in the affairs of Foreign 
countries, to which a rescript of assent was 
given ; and at a subsequent date, a decree 
was farther received, appointing the ex- 
pectant Vice-President Kwoh Sung-tao, 
and the expectant Taotai on the staff of 
the province of Chihli, wearing the insignia 
of the second rank, Hii K’ien-shén, to fill 
the post of envoys. 

Your servants would humbly remark 
that their proposal to form a college of 
persons versed in Foreign affairs was not 
solely advanced with a view to the 
administration of international questions 
{of an ordinary nature]: the questions 
of missions abroad and of intercourse 
[generally] were also included in the idea. 
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They hold it to be a fact that barriers such 
as prevent the free interchange of thought 
between mind and mind must not exist, 
before the growth of misunderstandings 
can be avoided; and in order to avoid 
misunderstandings, it is necessary, in the 
first place, to have a thorough comprehen- 
sion of circumstances as they exist. In 
the 6th year of the reign of T’ung Che 

1867) two [subordinate] members of the 

amén, Chih-kang and Sun Kia-kuh, went 
abroad as envoys, and on their return, 
they reported how they had entered upon 
relations of intercourse with the heads of 
the different departments of State in the 
Foreign countries they had visited. The 
Foreign Ministers resident at Peking, also, 
have repeatedly conversed with Your 
servants on this subject, and have observed 
that owing to the entire absence of inter- 
course between the representatives of 
Foreign powers and the high officers of the 
Chinese Government at the Capital, it is no 
matter for surprise if the people, in 
view of such distance (or, estraugement) 
ou the side of public functionaries, 
should fail to hold foreign officials and 
subjects in respect. Your servants would 
submit that in refraining from rela- 
tions with [foreigners] the heads of the 
different departments of State have in 
fact done no more than adhere faithfully 
to the principle of ‘‘ non-intercourse with 
those under a foreign rule” [which is conse- 
crated as a precept of antiquity]. Relations 
of friendship between China and foreign 
powers have, however, been cultivated for 
many years, and embassies are now further- 
more being sent abroad. The condition of 
affairs at the present day is no longer what 
it was of old; and although the courtesies 
extended in Kurupean couutries to foreign 
representatives cannot be reproduced in 
their entirety [in China], yet it would at 
the same time appear that intercourse 
ought not to be altogether eschewed. ‘The 
course which should be pursued is to solicit 
a Decree commanding the Yamén of Your 
servants to arrange with the heads of the 
different departments of State the particu- 
lars of the etiquette to be observed in con- 
nection with such intercourse, to the end 
that the circumstances of the case may be 
thoroughly understood. Iu this wise, 
where intercourse is to prevail, precaution 
will be taken against the danger of giving 
rise to misunderstandings in the very act 
of promoting an amicable arrangement, 
and, in quarters where intercourse does 
not take place, the nature of the relations 
between China and foreign powers may by 
degrees become understood. The above 
[sets forth the Yamén’s conviction] of the 
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imperative necessity of making known 
throughout the Empire how matters stand 
in respect of intercourse on the part of 
official functionaries. 

In the relations subsisting between equal 
nations, the idea of relative superiority 
or inferiority has never really had a place. 
Nevertheless, foreigners who do not know 
[the actual facts], on perceiving that in 
copies of [mperial decrees the designation 
of this or that equal State is not elevated 
in the column of characters, are constantly 
impressed with the suspicion that a claim 
of superiority is implied, and they entertain 
the apprehension, moreover, that a want 
of respect on the part of the Chinese 
officials and people may thus be encouraged. 
It has indeed been repeatedly stated to 
them that Imperial Decrees are [documents] 
solely addressed to the officials and people 
of China, in which, according to standing 
regulation, characters are not given eleva- 
tion in the column, whilst in Letters of 
Credence, on the contrary, characters are 
invariably elevated. For instance, in 
the Letters of Credence which have 
on repeated occasions been issued, the 
[titles of the] Sovereigns of the two 
countries have alike had _ elevation 
assigned to them, whilst at the same time 
the designation of the great Power ad- 
dressed has been also duly elevated. The 
texts of the Treaties with different coun- 
tries again, printed as they are, afford still 
farther proof to the same intent. The 
misgiving thatany assumption of superiority 


is implied should, consequently, not be 


entertained. Yet, although this has been 
many times explained on the present occa- 
sion, there is still a difficulty, in the ab- 
sence of a distinct declaration from the 
Throne, iu bringing a clear understanding 
of the fact home to every one, be he Chi- 
nese or Foreigner, and there is moreover 
reason to fear lest ignorant and ill-disposed 
persons should avail themselves of this 
subject for the purpose of making mischief. 
The above [sets forth the Yamén’s convio- 
tion] of the imperative necessity of making 
known throughout the Empire how the 
matter stands in respect of the relations 
between the one country and the other. 
Your servants having jointly deliberated 
on these two puints, they are profoundly 
anxious lest on either side there should be 
a failure to appreciate the motives that 
have actuated them, and lest the mere 
form be solely striven for, without due 
precaution against evils of a real nature, 
the inevitable result of which must be that 
the greater the effort toward approximation 
the greater will be the estrangement ; and 
the more eagerly a beneficial result is 
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sought for, the greaterwill be the detriment 
that ensues, with results of the most 
momentous nature as affecting foreign 
relations. They consequently make bold 
to offer up this statement of the case in 
detail, and to entreat of the Imperial grace 
consent to a public declaration, in order to 
set at reat the misgivings that have arisen 
in different quarters, and to contribute to 
the safety of the public weal, They hum- 
bly look for approval to the Sacred Glance 
of Your Majesties the Empresses and His 
Majesty the Emperor.—For rescript see 
Gazette of September 28th. 

(2) The Governor of Shun-t’ien Fu me- 
morializes requesting sanction to the earlier 
opening of the two asylums provided at 
Peking for the destitute poor, and the 
issue of the allowance of millet annually 
granted to these institutions from the 
Imperial bounty.—For rescript see Gazette 
of Sept. 27th. 

(3) The Captain-General of the Gen- 
darmerie memorializes forwarding the ap- 

al of a widow named Ma Chang-she, who 

ad presented a petition to the Prince of 
Tun as he was passing in his chair, and 
who had been forwarded in custody to the 
Gendarmerie Department. She complains 
that her husband. a petty trader of Ts’ang 
Chow, in the prefecture of Tientsin, was 
murdered about the beginning of last year 
while proceeding on donkey-back to the 
fair with some goods for sale, and that the 
yamén .police have secured the offenders, 
and kept back the property that fell 
into their hands.—Referred in the usual 
manner. 


Oct. 9th.—(1) A Decree. The Yamén of 
Foreign Affairs has memorialized Us, setting 
forth in distinct terms the provisions of the 
Treaties with different countries, and re- 
questing that injunctions be laid upon the 
governments of all the Provinces to act 
in obedience [to these stipulations.] It is 
distinctly provided in all the ‘Treaties 
{with reference to the privilege enjoyed 
by Foreigners of travelling in the interior] 
that passports must be taken out, which 
must be impressed with a Chinese official 
seal, and which must be presented for 
inspection whenever required, whereupon 
passage will be granted. Ic is further- 
more stipulated that in the event of any 
unlawful act being committed [by the 
bearer of a passport], he shall be handed 
over to the nearest Consul to be dealt 
with, being subjected only to the necessary 
restraint while on the journey, but not 
allowed to be maltreated. Passports are 
not to be given to any but persons of re- 
spectability, 
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The Treaty provisions are distinct in the 
extreme, and there should be no difficulty 
in attending to them, as may be necessary, 
on the part of local authorities. In the 
case which has lately occurred, of the 
British official Interpreter Margary, who 
has been murdered on the frontier of 
Yunnan, We have already appointed Li 
Han-chang as Commissioner to proceed 
without delay [to the Province] in order 
to ascertain by whom the murder was 
committed and to take action. After [the 
promulgation of the present Decree} the 
Governors-General and Governors of all 
the Provinces will be bound to issue 
instructions to all the local officials © 
under their control, directing them to take 
cognizance minutely of the intention of the 
Treaties [and enjoining upon them that], 
whenever persons provided with passports 
enter their districts, it is incumbent upon 
them to take measures effectively, as may 
be requisite, in conformity with the Treaty 
provisions. By this means tranquillity 
will be secured to Chinese and Foreigners 
alike, and causes of misunderstanding will 
be prevented from arising. 


(2) The Prince of Kung and his col- 
leagues of the Grand Council memorialize 
with reference to a vacancy caused by the 
appointment of one of the Secretaries 
(chang-king) of the Council, named Li 
T’ing-siav, to the office of Censor of the 
Shensi division. He Is succeeded by Li 
Ku-héng, a Secretary of the Board of War, 
who has been doing duty temporarily as a 
Secretary to the Council. 

(3) Li Hung-chang and his colleagues of 
the Grand Secretariat memorialize with 
reference to the arrangements in conneo- 
tion with the absence of their Majesties 
from Peking during the approaching jour- 
ney to the Mausolea. After their Majesties’ 
departure, on the morning of the 16th 
inst., the Grand Secretariat will despatch 
@ courier daily at one p.m., with regular 
memorials and reports (AY #]}) of the 


different departments of State, to which 
will also be annexed the memorials 


(FB ZB) not included among those of 


daily occurrence. 

(4) The Governor-General of the Two 
Kwang and the Governor of Kwangtung 
jointly memorialize, reporting the lamented 
decease of the Financial Commissioner, 
Tsiin-ta, who is represented a having suo- 
cumbed to an attack of dysentery, with 
which he fell ill during the extreme heat 
of July last, He expired on the 23rd 
August. Temporary arrangements are 
made for filling his place, 
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Oct. 10th.—(1 & 2) Decrees conferring on 
a number of high officials, who remain in 
the Capital during the absence of the Court, 
the custodianship of the keys of the seals 
of different Banners and divisions. 

The remainder of this day’s Gazette con- 
tains no documents of importance. 

Oct. 11th.—(1) A decree in reply to re- 
quests made by the Vice-Presidents of the 
Granaries and the Governor of Shun-t’ien 
Fu, for a donation of grain to the charit- 
able asylums at T’ung Chow. The issue of 
1,000 piculs of millet from the storehouses 
at that place is accordingly authorized. 

(2) A decree appointing I-chén as Com- 
missioner for the inspection of two of the 
older Mausolea, which are reported by the 
Guardians, Tsai-kang and his colleagues, 
as in need of repairs. 

(3) A decree, in reply toa memorial from 
the Vice-Presidents of ‘the Granaries, re- 
porting the deliveries of the tribute grain- 
supply as completed, and handing in lists 
of the civil and military officials who have 
distinguished themselves in conducting the 
service, for whom rewards are solicited. 
The proper Boards are directed to take the 
individual cases into consideration. 

(4) Tsai-ts’ien and his colleagues, Guar- 
dians of the Western Mausolea, memorial- 
ize, reporting that repairs are urgently 
required at the Mausoleum of the Emperor 
Shun-Che. The following are the particu- 
lars, as reported by the officers in charge, 
and verified by the Guardians on personal 
inspection. The granite pillars, lintels, 
and other cross-pieces, of the grand gate- 
way are all more or less broken or injured ; 
the screen of glazed-tiles in front is dila- 
pidated ; some of the granite stringcourses 
are broken and displaced; all the doors 
have fallen away and are shattered to 
pieces; the paintwork is blistered and 
peeled away ; the tiles of the whole pave- 
ment around the building are destroyed by 
alkaline efflorescence ; and the roofing-tiles 
of the boundary wall have fallen down. It 
is indispensable that works of repair should 
be undertaken without delay, more parti- 
cularly as the geomantic conditions are 
favourable for a commencement during the 
present year ; and authority to this effect 
is solicited.—For rescript see Gazette of 
September 25th. F 

(5) Yii-she, Commissioner-in-Chief for the 
affairs of Kokonor, memorializes, reporting 
that he has performed the annual sacrifice 
to the God of the Seas, and has held a 
durbar of the Mongolian and Tibetan 
chiefs, in fulfilment of the proposal to this 
effect laid before the Throne in his memo- 
rial of the 22nd April last, to which a 
rescript was duly received. Having 
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summoned the Princes, Nobles, djassaks * 
and daijis of the Mongol tribes. to assemble 
in preparation for the ceremony, and 
the Prefect of Si-ning Fu, Téng Ch’éug- 
wei, having been deputed by the Go- 
vernor-General, Tso Tsung-t’ang, to con- 
duct the sacrificial proceedings, the Com- 
missioner-in-Chief set out from Si-ning, on 
the 18th August, with a picked escort of 
1,000 men, cavalry and infantry, on the 
journey beyond the frontier [of Kansuh. ] 
Having arrived at Ch’a-han-t’o-loh-hai, 
he performed with reverence the sacrificial 
ceremony in honour of the God of the 
Seas, on the 21st August, and on the fol- 
lowing day he entertained the entire 
assemblage of Mongolian Princes, Nobles, 
and Chiefs, at a banquet in the order 
of their rank. The presents prepared 
for them, consisting in silks and satins, 
materials for robes and capes ; for decora- 
tions in the shape of peacock-feathers and 
buttons, sheath-knives, horse trappings, 
etc., were at the same time distributed, 
gifts being also liberally bestowed upon 
the Chiefs of the Tibetan tribes. The Mon- 
golian Princes, Nobles, and Chiefs united 
in loud acclamations of thanksgiving, 
and testified their gratitude by kotowing 
in the direction of the Iuperial abode. 


+ The Commissioner-in-chief set out on the 


same day on his return journey. He 
observes, in continuation, that the region 
of Tsing Hai (or Kokonor), several 
thousands of li in extent, is the pasturage 
ground of tribes of the nomad Mongols, 
among whom, during the prevalence of a 
state of warfare in the interior of China, 
no display of military force had been seen 
for many years. A state of anarchy has 
consequently prevailed, robbery and 
murder being crimes of constant occurrence, 
of which it has not been possible to take 
notice judicially. Order having now been 
restored in China proper, the offences of 
the past among the Mongol tribes are 
condoned, as the rule isin the interior 
provinces, likewise, after a period of dis- 
turbance is overcome, in fulfilment of the 
clement dispositions of the Emperor's 
Majesty and in encouragement to the 
leading of a new life. On the present 








The * djasraks LAE He, of the Mongolian 
banners are the chieftains of the tribes 
which are not under the direct government 
of high officials appointed from Peking. 
They are divided into six classes, namely, 
ts'in-wang, kiin-wang, beileh, bei-tsze, chén- 
kwoh-kung, and fu-kwoh-kung. Below 
these come the lesser nobles or daiji 
fy 
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occasion, a larger escort than usual was 
taken for the purpose of making an im- 
pressive military display, which was fur- 
thered by causing the troops to march in 
their winter costume to the shore of the 
Sea [of Kokonor], the country being found 
already covered with snow and ice when 
the Jih Yiieh range was crossed, after 
passing the frontier at Tan-ko-rh. The 
Mongol princes and nobles, after the dis- 
tribution of presents had been completed, 
were assembled under a tent of felt, where 
the Commissioner-in-chief pronounced to 
them an earnest address on the due dis- 
charge of their duties, and exhorted them 
to law-abiding and peaceable behaviour. 
Both Mongols and Tibetans shewed them- 
selves deeply penetrated by feelings of 
attachment and awe, and they escorted 
the Commissioner on his return to the 
frontier, clinging to him as though re- 
luctant to separate themselves from his 
company. There is thus reason to con- 
sider the territory on the east of the 
Sea of Kokonor, whether occupied by 
‘ibetans or by Mongols, as in a penceful 
and orderly state. In the territory of 
Ch’ai-ta-muh (‘Tsaidam ¢) on the other 
hand, lying at a distance of 15 or 20 
days’ journey, the Mongols and Tibetans, 
being so far removed from the influence 
of authority, still adhere to their former 
evil courses, and crimes of violence con- 
tinue to flourish among them. A sub- 
assistant magistrate and an _ official 
writer, with a suite of interpreters and 
attendants and a cavalry escort of 30 men, 
have been sent to promulgate authorita- 
tive commands among these tribes, calling 
upon them to put their trust in the Celes- 
tial majesty, which extends its canopy 
afar, aud it is trusted that they may 
develop feelings of reverence and awe, and 
that peace may prevail for ever among the 
unquiet spirits of the border-region.— 
Rescript : 1t is noted. 

Oct. 12th.—(1) A decree expressing the 
Imperial sorrow on learning the decease 
of the Governor of Kweichow, Tséng Pi- 
kwang. From the time of his appoint- 








+ For a description of Kokonor and 
Tsaidam, the most recent and best au- 
thority is Captain Prshewalsky, the 
Russian explorer, who passed the winter 
of 1872-1873 in that region. (See Pro- 
ceedings of the Royal Geographical Society, 
January, 1874). He describes the Koko- 
nor Mongols as ‘ naturally of a cowardly 
disposition, and never able to defend 
themselves against Tangout aggression.” 


The Tangouts are the Fan or Tibetans 
referred to in the above memorial. 
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ment many years ago, as Prefect of 
Kwei-yang Fu, and throughout his career in 
the posts he has successively filled, he has 
displayed a character of probity, wisdom, 
and resolution, his services having been 
notably conspicuous in the suppression of 
the rebellion in his province, and during 
the subsequent work of reorganization. 
The customary funeral honors are decreed 
on his behalf. His son, Tséng Shang-kii 
is awarded the rank of Yiian-wai-lang, his 
grandson, Tséng Ying-shén, is invested 
with the literary degree of kijen, with 
authority to compete at the triennial ex- 
amination for the tsin-sze degree; and a 
younger grandson has the rank of chu-sze 


bestuwed upon him, 
(2 and 3) A decree. Let Li Pei-king 


Ra ye Hh (at present Financial Com- 


missioner) succeed to the vacant post 
of Governor of Kweichow. Let Lin 
Chao - yiian succeed him as Financial 
Commissioner ; and let Yii En-ch’u suc- 
ceed to the post of Judicial Commissioner 
of the province. Let Liu En-tsiin suc- 
ceed to post of Prefect of Kwei-yang Fu, 
now vacated (in consequence of the pre- 
sent incumbent being placed in mourning 
retirement. ) 

Oct. 13th. —(Court Circular.) Mao 
Ch’ang-hi and his colleagues, the Ex- 
aminers at the recent competition, reported 
on the conclusion of their services. Li 
K’ing-siang, Governor of Honan, and 
Liu En-teiin, newly appointed Prefect of 
Kwei-yang Fu, had audience. 

(1-3) Decrees appointing chief and 
assistant examiners for the Manchu ex- 
aminations about to be commenced. 

(4) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General 
of Chihli, memorializes reporting the 
execution of a work of canalization 
lately undertaken by his order. This con- 
sists in the excavation of a new bed for the 


river known as the Shéng-fang Ho 
Fy, flowing through the Wén-an and 


other districts—west and south-west of 
Tientsin—by means of which an outlet has 
been provided for the streams of the Pa 
Chow and Pao-ting districts. The object 
aimed at was to divert a portion of the 
waters of the Ta-tsing river in Pa Chow, 
to ease the flow of the Lu-séng and Mang- 
niu rivers, and to construct embankments 
to guard against inundations. For this 
purpose advantage was taken of the old 
bed of a former canal, the Chung-t’ing Ho, 
long since silted up to a level with the 
surrounding country, which passed across 
the Tai-ch’éng district, through Pa Chow, 
and [into the Pei-ho?] by way of the 
Yang-fén channel in the ‘l'sing-hai district, 
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constituting one of the main lines of 
communication with the sea and with 
Tientsin. The gentry and trading classes 
have been called upon, in the absence 
of any available Government funds, to 
contribute the amount necessary for 
the undertaking; and employment has 
been given in the shape of relief-work 
to the distressed peasantry of the districts 
that have suffered by inundation. The 
old canal had a length of forty li, which, 
by cutting off bends and making its course 
straight has been reduced to 6,200 and 
odd chang ( = about ten miles). At each 
end the width given to the new channel 
is 11 chang, and for the remainder of the 
course 7 chang are the dimensions, with a 
width at bottom of from 3 chang 4 ch’th 
to 3 chang 8 ch’th. Along the north bank 
of the channel, at a distance of 5 chang 
from the stream, an embankment 8 or 
9 cWih in height has been constructed, 
with a width of 17 ch’th at the top, and of 
6 chang at the base. Cross dykes have 
likewise been constructed as lateral sup- 
orts. The work having been began early 
in May last, it was completed by the be- 
ginning of August, the total amount ex- 
pended being Tls. 24,574; and the new 
channel has been found most effective in 
carrying off the surplus waters of the 
streamsnorth of PaChow. Rewards are soli- 
cited on behalf of the contributors of funds 
and the officials who have distinguished 
themselves in the execution of the work. 

Oct. 14th.—(1) The Court of Censorate 
memorializes, presenting an appeal, lodged 
by Li Tuh, a native of Fuhkien, who, on 
being personally examined, was found 
altogether unintelligible, in consequence of 
his speaking nothing but the provincial 
language. His written statement, how- 
ever, sets forth the substance of his 
complaint, which is to the effect that 
he and all his  kinafolk, the in- 
habitants of an entire hamlet in the 
district of Chang-p’u, have been oppressed, 
pulsed, and driven out of house and 

ome by certain desperadoes of the same 
class, formerly connected with the Taiping 
rebels and now members of an affiliated 
society, whose influence with the yamén 
underlings has defeated all the attempts 
made for the last six years to obtain re- 
dress from the local or superior authorities, 
—Referred in the usual manner. 

(2) A second memorial from the same 
department presents the appeal of a licen- 
tiate of the province of Kiangeu, who com- 
plains of the murder of his mother by a 
gang of ruffians, who in August 1873 com- 
mitted a burglarious robbery in the house 
where she was lodging, shooting her with 
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a ‘foreign firearm.” ine influence they 
commanded with the yamén underlings, 
although the perpetrators of the crime are 
well known, has hitherto secured them 
immunity.— Referred in the usnal manner, 

Oct. 15th.— (Court Circular). To-morrow, 
at half-past six a.m., his Majesty the Em- 
peror will proceed to the Kwan-téh Tien 
and Yung-sze Tien (the buildings in which 
the remains of the late Emperor and Em- 
press have hitherto lain in state), After 
the performance of the mourning ceremo- 
nies, and resting for awhile, his Majesty 
will at 7 a.m. follow on foot the Imperial 
coffins to the back of the King Shan (mound 
in the Palace Park), and having changed 
his attire will set out on the Imperial jour- 
ney. His Majesty, after passing through 
the Ch’ao-yang Gate, will take refection at 
the Tung Yoh temple. At the Yen Kiao 
temple His Majesty will transact business 
and give audience. 

(1) The Prince of Kung and his col- 
leagues of the Yamén of Foreign affairs 
memorialize declaring the purport of the 
Treaties in force with different countries, 
and soliciting a Rescript commanding the 
attention of all provincial governments 
thereto, in order that a rule may be thus 
laid down for their guidance and that incon- 
gruity of action be avoided. They would 
humbly observe that in the Treaties with 
all Powers, it is provided with reference to 
travel in the interior on the part of 
foreigners, that passports must needs be 
taken out, which are to be stamped with a 
Chinese official seal, and which must be 
produced for inspection by the bearer at 
any time when called upon to do so in 
the course of his journey, whereupon free 
passage will be granted. No detention 
or obstruction is to be caused. It is 
further provided that, in the event of a 
passport having been lost, or of any irregu- 
larity connected with it, or if the bearer 
commit any offence against the law, he is 
to be handed over to the nearest Consul to 
be dealt with, but he must not be subjected 
to any ill-usage in excess of necessary 
restraint. The Treaties further provide 
that passports shall be issued only to per- 
sons of respectability ; beside which de- 
clarations have been made, in addition to 
the text of the Treaties, that passports 
shall on no account be issued to any other 
than respectable and well-conducted indi- 
viduals, The stipulations of all the Treaties 
are [in this respect] very nearly identical, 
the object throughout being no other than 
that of requiring local authorities, when 
dealing with the case of bearers of pass- 
ports of the kind in question, to take such 
measures as circumstances may direct, with 
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careful reference to the intention of the 
Treaties. In the case which has lately 
occurred of the murder of the British 
official Interpreter, Ma-kia-li (Mr. Mar- 
gary), on the frontier of Yunnan, Your 
Majesty’s commands have been reverently 
received, appuvinting Li Han-chang to pro- 
ceed to the spot to institute inquiry 
and action. In what manner the murder 
was actually committed, is a question 
of which the solution will, undoubtedly, 
not be difficult to arrive at. The 
apprehension nevertheless presents itself 
that, pending the result of the inquiry, 
the local authorities throughout the Em- 
pire may be led to entertain feelings of 
doubt and suspicion, ignoring, in conse- 
quence of the occurrence of this event, the 
intentions of the Treaties. In cases where 
protection is due on their part, they may 
from dread of evil consequences refrain 
from affording it, or,—even worse—the 
people, multiplying false reports by repeti- 
tion, may give rise to further causes of 
trouble. It is imperatively necessary that 
all these possible contingencies be fore- 
seen and guarded against. The Yamén 
feel bound, therefore, to lay a statement 
of the case before the Throne, and tu 
solicita Reacriptlaying injunctions upon the 
governments of all the provinces, directing 
that the local authorities be instructed, in all 
cases where foreigners provided with pass- 
ports come within their jurisdictions, to 
pay, without exception, careful attention to 
the intention of the Treaties, and duly to 
take such measures as circumstances may 
render necessary, in order that tranquillity 
may prevail among Chinese and foreigners 
alike. Should Your Majesty’s sanction be 
accorded to this request, the Yamén of 
your servants, in addition to the copies 
of the different Treaties which they have 
already circulated among all the provincial 
governments, will further extract from the 
Treaties, the clauses relating to the [issue 
of] passports and travel, and the measures 
to be taken and protection afforded as may 
be necessary, copies of which they will 
transmit to all the provincial governments, 
with the injunction that they be furnished 
to the local authorities for their informa- 
tion and guidance in every instance. This 
declaration of the purport of the different 
Treaties is humbly submitted to the sacred 
glance of Your Majesties the Empresses 
and Your Majesty the Emperor.—For 
rescript see Gazette of 9th instant. 

(2) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General of 
Chihli, reports the execution of a pri- 
soner for the crime of matricide. Wang 
Yung-p’ing, the guilty individual, was 
& blacksmith living with his mother, Wang 
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Han-she, in the Lu-lung district. In 1874, 
he manufactured an agricultural implement 
for a graduate named Chang Shu-shén, 
living in an adjacent village. Some delay 
and dispute about payment eventually 
occurred, but the debt was cleared off at 
last by the delivery of a tow of rice. Some- 
what later, Wang Yung-p’ing, being out 
of work and destitute of means, had occu- 
pied himself in gleaning in the fields ; and 
Chang Shu-shén, having missed some ears 
of millet from his land, suspected him of 
some knowledge of their abstraction. The 
parties came to high words over the matter; 
and Wang Yung-p’ing, bethinking himself 
of his poverty and of some way of extorting 
money, at length talked his scheme over 
with his mother. The woman, in consi- 
deration of her age and impoverished con- 
dition, consented to commit suicide, and 
agreed to take some arsenic which her son 
had remaining over from a quantity that 
had been used to destroy insects in the 
fields. Wang Yung-p’ing, having bought 
two cakes of bread, put the arsenic in them 
and went at nine o’clock at night with his 
mother to Chang Shu-shén’s door, where 
she ate the cakes and he then stole away 
from her. Retching shortly afterwards set 
in as the poison took effect, and Chang 
Shu-shén, coming out of his house, found 
the woman, who uttered not a single word. 
He had her carried to her son’s house, 
where she died on the following day. On 
an inquest being held, Wang Yung-p’ing 
was taken into custody, and when brought 
to trial he confessed his crime. In accord- 
ance with the law, he has been publicly 
sliced to death. 

Oct. 16th-17th.—N. B. During theabsence 
of the Court from Peking, the Gazette will 
appear only on alternate days. 

(1) A Decree granting further remige 
sions of taxation in favour of the inhabit- 
ants of the five departments and distriota 
through which the route of the Imperial 
cortd.e lies on its way to the Mausolea. 
All land-tax not remitted by previous 
Decree is now wholly remitted, together 
with all rents due for the current year to 
any of the Banner treasuries, 

(2) The (late) Governor of Kwei-chow, 
Tséng Pi-kwang, memorializes reporting 
the enforced retirement of the Prefect of 
Kwei-yang Fu, Chang Hii, owing to the 
death of one of his parents, and recom- 
mending as his successor the present 
Prefect of Chén-yiian Fu, Hwei Hung-i, 
whose qualifications for the post are dwelt 
upon and the usual record of his antecedent 
services recited. Other contingent ap- 

intments are recommended.—Rescript : 

t the Board of Civil Office decide and 
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report. (See Gazette of the 12th inst., in 
which a different selection for the vacant 
post is made known). 

(3) Tséug Kwoh-t’siian, Governor-Gen- 
eral of the Yellow River, memorializes 
. reporting the condition of the river up to 
the middle of last month. On the 15th 
September the river rose at Hwang: Kin 
T’an a height of 4 ch’th 6 ts’un, and the 
embankments at certain points were in 
great danger for a time, owing to the force 
of the current being diverted in a souther- 
ly direction by the growth of a sandaspit 


opposite Shang Show E B in the Nan 


Ho Ting division, The danger was met 
by means of active exertions on the part 
of the officials in charge. 

Oct. 18-19.—(1-3) Decrees awarding gra- 
tuities in connection with the transporta- 
tion of the Imperial coftins, and the 
carriage of the sedans of their Majesties in 
attendance on the progress to the Mauso- 
lea. A sum of Tis. 3,000 is directed to 
be paid from the Household Treasury to 
Li Hung-chang, as Governor-General of 
Chihli, for distribution among the bearers 
of the Imperial coffins, (N. B. The coffins 
are carried by 123 bearers each, relieved 
sixty times in the course of each day’s 
journey.) To the chair-bearers and lac- 
queys in attendance on their Majesties, a 
gratuity of one tael of silver each is ordered 
to be paid. 

(2) The acting Governor of Honan re- 
ports the rehearing of an appeal case as 
follows: A countryman named Liu Ch’éng- 
chang had lodged a complaint to the effect 
that a young girl who was being brought 
up by his cousin Liu Ch’éng-chow to be 
his wife, had been made the victim of rape 
on the part of a man named Chang San-yii 
and others, and further that his own 
father had been murdered by a man named 
Chang Wu-yin, who falsely represented 
that the deceased had committed suicide 
by hanging himself. These charges, on 
being duly re-investigated, are declared to 
be groundless; and the appellant, although 
exempted from the heavier penalties in- 
curred by the bringing of false accusations, 
his guilt being held to be mitigated by the 
fact of his having acted under the influ- 
ence of grief for his father’s death, is sen- 
tenced to the penalty of eighty blows 
under the statute against unspecified cases 
of offence. This penalty is, however, re- 
mitted in virtue of the Act of Grace on his 
Majesty’s accession. 

Oct. 20th-21st.—(1-4) Decrees conferring 
steps of honorary rank on all the Princes 
and Ministers concerned in the Imperial 
obsequies now in progress, on the officials 
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of the Boards, the guardians of the Mau- 
solea, etc., etc. ; and a gratuity of half a 
month’s pay to the troops forming escort 
and employed in making roads. 

* Oot. 22nd-23rd.—(1) Yii-she, Commis- 
sioner-in-chief for the Kokonor region, 
memorializes reporting the apprehension 
of a Mongol named Ho-li-téh-nii and three 
followers, who had committed an act of 
robbery on a large scale in the region of 
Tsaidam (the remoteness and lawless con- 
dition of which was dwelt upon ina recent 
memorial—see Gazette of llth inst.) A 
report having been received to the effect 
that certain Mongols of the banner, pre- 
sided over by the taidji Tashtobuki, had 


murdered the headman (-F FB) of the 


Wangshitaikh clan of Tanguts, enquiry 
was forthwith ordered to be instituted by 
a sub-assistant Magistrate, who, with an 
official writer and an escort of 30 soldiers, 
was sent to the scene of the crime. The 
result of the investigation disclosed 
the facts of the ease to be as follows :— 
The accused persons, in consequence 
of disputes arising vut of the loss 
of a certain number of horses, had 
made a descent upon the Tangut clan on 
the 5th June last, with a force of some two 
hundred Mongols, had killed four of the 
Tanguts, and had carried off a large 
amount of booty in the shape of cattle, 
silver, and articles of clothing. The Tan- 
gut tribe, to the number of upwards of 
1,000, was at the moment of the enquiry 
engaged in a religious ceremony as a pre- 
paration for attacking their late assailants, 
The taidji Tashtobuki delivered up the 
ringleader Ho-li-téh-nii and three of his 
comrades on the 3rd August, and the four 
prisoners having been brought to Si-ning 
have been duly placed on trial. Their 
crime having been confessed, the ringleader 
has suffered the penalty of death, and his 
head has been sent to the locality where 
the crime was cummitted to be publicly 
displayed. With regard to the remaining 
three prisoners, the difference of manners 
between the inhabitants of Mongolia 
and those of the inner provinces is pleaded 
in extenuation of their guilt, and at the 
united prayer of the Mongolian and Tan- 
gut chieftains they have been yranted their 
lives and dismissed with a flogging to the 
custody of their banner commanders. The 
chiefs of the banners have surrendered 
54 horses, 50 oxen, and 500 taels of silver, 
as part of the plunder obtained on the 
foray in question ; and bonds terminating 
the dispute have been taken from both the 
parties to the affair. In conclusion, it is 
pleaded that although the taidjt Tashtobuk 
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has incurred a penalty for his failure to 
take cognizance of the crime in question, 
still an excuse may be urged on the ground 
of the disorders produced by a long-pend- 


- ing state of warfare, and the condition of 


penury to which he has been reduced.— 
Rescript, exempting the taidji from penal- 
ties on this occasion, and commanding 
active exertions for the prevention of dis- 
order henceforward. 

(2) The Yamén of Gendarmerie memo- 
rialize forwarding an appeal lodged by a 
widow from Hupeh, named Liu Ch’éng- 
she, complaining of the murder of her 
daughter by the relatives of the young 
man to whom the girl was betrothed. The 
cause assigned for this act is anxiety lest, 
by her marriage, the victim should have 
become cognizant of the disgrace ofa 
widowed sister-in-law of the alleged mur- 
derer, who had yielded to illicit intercourse 
with this man and had borne a child. A 
money dispute is further involved in the 
matter.—Referred in the usual manner. 

Oct. 24th-25th.—(1-2) Decrees, awarding 
gratuities of one tael of silver each to the 
chair-bearers and lacqueys in attendance 
on the Imperial conveyances. 

(3) Wén-pin, Governor-General of the 
Grain Transport, memorializes, reporting 
the measures taken to guard the embank- 
ments of the Grand Canal against damage 
from the rise of waters during the summer 
flood season, 

(4) Ts’én_ Yii-ying, Acting - Governor- 
General of Yiinnan and Kweichow, reports 
the following case of local disturbance : 
On the 23rd April last, a report was re- 
ceived from the Sub-Prefect of ‘I’a-lang 
Ting (in P’u-urh Fu) to the effect that, on 
the 6th April, a complaint had been lodged 
with him by a literary graduate and 
certain others, accusing the officer in 
charge of the likin office of disregard of 
the national mourning by shaving his head 
in defiance of established rule. At the 
same moment with the receipt of the peti- 
tion to this effect, s report came of 9 
tumult having occurred at the likin station, 
and it was found that the officer in charge 
had been wounded in eight places ; whilst, 
on subsequent investigation, it proved that 
the literary graduate who had complained 
against him had led on a mob to the attack. 


~ On a summons being issued against him he 


pertinaciously set it atdefiance. The error 
committed by the official Chu Yiin-shén in 
shaving his head is found to have ‘arisen 
from the following cause: A despatch was 
received on the 24th March from the Pre- 
fect of P’u-urh Fu, announcing the fact 
that, on the 12th January, His Majesty the 
Emperor had ascended on the Dragon, to be 
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a guest on high, whereupon a period of 
three days’ mourning ceremonial in the 
Hall of Assembly was at once begun, 
terminating on March 26th. Chu Yiin- 
shén, after having taken part in the cere- 
mony, was told by a friend that the period 
of mourning would be over on the 27th 
day—meaning the twenty-seventh from 
the 24th March, which he mistook as 
referring to the 27th day of the 2nd moon 
(3rd April), and he consequently shaved 
his head on the day following this date, 
His accuser was a person who had long 
borne him a grudge, and hence the ensu- 
ing proceedings. The decision pronounced 
by the Acting-Governor-General in this 
case, after the parties have been brought 
to the provincial capital for trial, 
is, that the peccant official and his 
accuser are both greviously to blame—the 
one for remissness in not informing him- 
self with due care as to the text of instruc- 
tions relating to the solemnities of the 
national mourning, and the other for 
collecting a mob to attack a public officer. 
A rescript is solicited, stripping Chu Yiin- 
shén of his rank, in order that he may be 
placed on trial.— Assented to by rescript. 

Oct. 26th.—(Court Circular). Ch’éng- 
twan paid his respects on returning from 
offering sacrifice at the tumbs of the Ming 
dynasty. 

(1) A decree, awarding gratuities of one 
tael of silver to each of the chair-bearers 
and lacqueys in attendance on the Imperial. 
conveyances. (N.B. Their Majesties re-en- 
tered Peking yesterday evening). 

(2) A decree, in answer to a request on 
the part of Wén-lin, Resident at Hami, 
granting permission to Ming-ch’un to re- 
main at his post as Assistant-Resident, his 
services being highly valuable, notwi:h- 
standing that he has been placed in mourn- 
ing by the death of a parent. His 
appointment is converted from a substan- 
tive into an ‘‘ acting” tenure of office. 

(3) Ts’ung-shih, Acting Military Gover- 
nor of Shény-king, reports the settlement 
of a complaint which had been brought 
forward through the presentation of a 
supplication to his late Majesty by the 
roadside. It appears that, in the city of 
I-chow, twenty-two establishments were 
licensed by Government as public weighers, 
having the right of levying brokerage or 
weighing dues on all merchandize, out of 
which they paid their license-dues. In 
1866 a complaint was raised by Chao Yung- 
ho, one of these licensees, and the person 
who was taken into custody for presenting 
the supplication in question against cer- 
tain traders who weighed merchandize 
without using the licensed scales; and 
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much correspondence ensued upon the 
matter, the practice being found to be one 
of long standing. In order to obviate 
further disputes, it has now been decided 
that the traders in question shall weigh 
merchandise themselves, but shall make 
use in doing so of the licensees’ scales and 
pay dues for the same. This decision has 
been agreed to on all sides. The petitioner 
has been handed over to the Board of 
Punishments at Moukden, to be sentenced 
according to law, for the offence he com- 
mitted in presenting a supplication to His 
Majesty. 

Oct. 27th.—(1) The Superintendents of 
Gransries report the delivery of the total 
amount of the year’s supply of grain 
remitted from the provinces, whether by 
sea or by canal, forming an aggregate of 
1,600,000 piculs. The whole of this has 
been lodged in the granaries, after passing 
the proper forms of scrutiny ; and rewards 
are solicited on behalf of the officials who 
have distinguished themselves in the dis- 
charge of this duty. 

(2) The Superintendents of the Granaries 
and the Civil Governer of Shun-tien Fu 
jointly memorialize, soliciting the issue of 
1,000 piculs of millet from the Imperial 
Granaries, for the support of the charitable 
relief agency at T’ung Chow.—Granted by 
rescript. ; 

(3) The Financial Commissioner of K wei- 
chow, Li Pei-king, memorializes, reporting 
the decease, on the 25th September, of 
Tséng Pi-kwang, the Governor of the 
province. The public services of the de- 
ceased are recited in terms of eulogium ; 
and the memorialist states that he has 
temporarily assumed the administration of 
the deceased’s office, pending the appoint- 
ment of a successor, which he solicits with 
all despatch. He further adds that the 
deceased Governor’s son is at present in 
Szech’wan, having proceeded to this, his 
native province, for the purpose of com- 
peting at the examination now in progress, 
and that his two young grandsons are pur- 
suing their education in the deceased’s 

amén.—For rescript see Gazette of Octo- 
bee 12th. 

Oct. 28th.—(1) A decree referring for 
the consideration of the State Assembly 
(the members of the Grand Council, the 
Presidents of the Six Boards, and the 
members of the remaining chief metro- 

olitan offices) the further propositions laid 
Before the Throne by Ts’ung-shih and his 
colleagues for the reform of the civil 
administration in Féng-t’ien (Manchuria. ) 

(2) A decree in reply to a memorial from 
the Censor Chow Shéng-shu, denounc- 
ing Liang Séng-pao, one of the ministers 
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employed as revisers of the essays pro- 
sented at the recent examinations, for wil- 
ful misrepresentation and corrupt conduct, 
An investigation and report are called for 
from the revising committee, 

(3) A decree granting leave to come to 
Peking for audience, to Liu Ping-chang, 
the newly appointed Governor of Kiangsi. 
His successor in the post of Financial 
Commissioner of the Province, Li Wén- 
min, is to enjoy the same privilege on the 
Governor’s return to his post. 

(4) A decree sanctioning the application 
made by Ying Pao-she, lately Judicial Com: 
missioner of Kiangsu, for permission to 
retire to his home and devote himself to 
the care of his parents for the remainder 
of their lives. (N. B.—By order published 
in Gazette of Sept. 2nd, Ying Pao-she was 
ordered to Peking to await employment.) 

(5) The Governor-General and Governor 
of Kiangsu jointly memorialize presenting 
their views with reference to the with- 
drawal of the right of summary execution 
from local authorities, a report wpon the 
expediency of which was called for in 
1873 on the motion of the Censor Téng 
K’ing-ling. They give it as their opinion 
that in cases of brigandage, robbery at- 
tended with violence and murder, and 
rape, when the crime is confessed on trial 
and no doubt as to the circumstances 
existe, the right of summary execution 
should continue to be exercised, after 
revision of the proceedings by the Taotai 
and Prefect concerned. 

(6) The Governor of Chéhkiang, Yang 
Ch’ang-stin memorializes stating that in 
the districts bordering upon the T’ai Hu 
Lake the squatters who have established 
themselves in huts as tillers of the land 
are more numerous than the actual natives 
of the region of country in question, and 
that, as there is a considerable lawless 
element among these people, robLeries are 
of frequent occurrence, especially at the 
time when the new silk is being carried to 
market. On the night of the 4th July 
last, a serious case of burglary with 
violence occurred in the suburb of the 
district city of Ch’ang-hing, the details of 
which are reported. A penalty is solicited 
againet the Magistrate then in charge, for 
his failure to apprehend the guilty parties. 

Oct, 29th.—The Governor of Shantung 
memorializes setting forth the measures 
which, in consultation with “Iséng Kwoh- 
tsiian, Governor-General of the Yellow 
River, it is thought desirable to undertake 
for repai:ing and deepening the channel 
of the Grand Canal in its course through 
Shantung, with reference to a communica- 
tion received in August last from the 
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Board of Revenue, forwarding Imperial 
instructions based upon a Censor’smemorial 
on this subject. It has to be observed 
that the great achievement by which, after 
centuries of labour under successive dynas- 
ties, the grain produce of the South 
was enabled to reach a point of debarka- 
tion at T’ung Chow, is one which must 
not be allowed to fall intu desuetude. 
Since the time, however, when the Yellow 
River burst its banks in 1855 at T’ung Wa 
Siang, and, flowing northward, broke its 
way across the Canal at Chang-ts’iu, 
entering the bed of the Ta-ts’ing Ho and 
gathering up in its course the waters of 
the Wén, to find an outlet in an easterly 
direction, the grain-transport channel 
has been impeded. Repairs were rendered 
impossible by the state of warfare prevailing 
at the time; and as at the same moment 
the shipment of grain from the South 
was discontinued, the resulting evil was 
overlooked. It was not uutil 1865 that an 
experiment was made in the way of trans- 
portation by Canal, and that propositions 
were advanced for putting the channel in 
navigable order. All the river-affluents, 
from Chang-ts’iu northwards to Lin-ts’ing, 
which should be available as feeders 
of the Canal, having been diverted into 
its own volume by the Yellow River, no 
sources of supply remain available for the 
Canal ; and the only alternative is to feed 
the Canal from the Yellow River when- 
ever this is practicable. The grain-junks 
are compelled, therefore, to await the 
seasons of freshets in order to effect the 
passage of the Yellow River. The River 
itself, again, has moved southwards to An- 
shan, a distance of nearly sixty li from 
Chang-ts’iu, and the various branches and 
channels through which its waters flow are 
in a constantly shifting. condition. The 
course of the Canal is, consequently, sub- 
ject to continual obstruction, and the 
grain-junks are under the necessity of 
making long détours in order to cross the 
Yellow River. In view of the difficulties 
entailed in this respect, it is fortunate that 
the quantity of grain conveyed by this ronte 
amounts to no more than some 100,000 
piculs, and that only some 500 or 600 junks 
are employed in the transport, so that it 
is possible to find means of expediting 
their passage ; but now that proposals are 
under consideration for augmenting the 
transport delivery, it becomes imperatively 
necessary to contemplate such measures of 
repairs as shall lead by degrees to the res- 
toration of the ancient system. ‘The total 
length of the Grand Canal in Shantung, 
from the point where it leaves the Kiang- 
nan border up to its entrance into the 
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province of Chihli, is upwards of 1,100 ls. 
The point at which it has suffered the 
greatest amount of injury is at Chang-ts’iu, 
where the irruption of the Yellow River 
took plaee ; whilst, at the same time, the 
point of chief importance along the entire 
route is that at which the crossing of the 
Yellow River has tobe made. The ap- 
prehension that has been present in the 
Governor’s mind is that the River, the 
course of which,in its relation to the Canal 
has a tendency tv move southwards, should 
break through its southern embankments. 
If this were allowed to take place the 
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Lakes would be left absolutely dry, 
and the southern portion of the Canal 
would be in a worse condition than the 
northern. This for the following reason. 
The northern part has principally the 
character of a  river-bed, which, if 
diminished in depth, can be. again 
made available by dredying-works ; but 
the southern portion depends for its 
water-supply upon the Lakes, and if these 
become dried up restoration would be 
virtually imporsible. Hence, all efforts 
have been directed of late years toward 
guarding against divergence from the bed 
of the Yellow River, by the repair or con- 
struction of dykes at How Kia Lin, Shih 
Chwang Hu, etc. Since the completion 
last year of the new embankment from 
below Wang Kia Kai up to Shih Li P’u, 
the various channels by which the Yellow 
River had broken across the Canal at 
An-shan, San Li P’u, etc., etc., have be- 
come dry, through which means a section 
of the Canal 50 or 60 lt in length has been 
secured, and some ten to fifteen thousand 
king (of 100 mow = about 17 acres, each) 
of arable land on the western bank have 
been restored to cultivation. Again, since 
the repairs to the embankment at Kia 
Chwang were completed last spring, a 
tract of country upwards of 200 li in extent, 
in the neighbourhood of How Kia Lin, 
Hoh Kia K’iao, and Chang Kia Che Mén, 
has been recovered from the inundations 
caused by the Yellow River, and a fresh 
line of defence has been added to the 
course of the Canal. The distance now 
occupied by the passage of the Yellow 
River across the Canal, confined to the 
tract between Shih-li P’u and Pa Li Miao, 
is but little over 30 li, or barely more than 
one-fifth of what it was previously. There 
are only some 10 or 15 li of this distance 
along which the bed of the Canal is badly 
silted. The grain junks diverge either to 
the east or to the west, according to cir- 
cumstances, in order to make the passage 
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of the Yellow River, and réenter the Canal 
on the north bank at Chang-ts’iu. So far 
as regards the improvement effected in the 
last few years in the northern portion of 
the Canal. Along its southern course, the 
Lakes in former times constituted a system 
of reservoirs by which its water-supply was 
regulated. In 1853, however, when inun- 
dations took place along the Féng Kung 


aT tract, which flooded both the 


lakes and the Canal, causing the irrup- 
tion of sundry watercourses into the 
latter, the junks were compelled to 
take a roundabout course through the 
Wei-shan Lake. The masonry of the 
Twelve locks at Shih Pa Shui K’ow having 
further been precipitated into the bed of 
the Canal, another divergence had to be 
made through the Tuh-shan Lake; and a 
third détour was rendered necessary by 
the silting-up of the Canal at the locks of 
Tsao Lin and Chung-ts’ien. Navigation 
consequently became subject to great 
delaya; and as the lakes, properly em- 
ployed as reservoirs, were made use of as 
a means of affording passage to vessels, the 
progress of which was barred by the 
silting-up of parts of the Canal, the 
system of regulating the water-supply was 
interfered with. As various locks and 
sluices were destroyed, morepver, two 
years ago, by the inundations caused by 
the breach at Shih Chwang Hu, there is 
reason to fear that portions heretofore 
navigable may become silted-up, unless 
prompt measures be taken for the needful 
repairs. The proper course to be pursued, 
in view of the fact that the principal 
damage to the Canal has been caused by 
the irruption of the Yellow River, is to 
deal in the first place with the River, and 
to proceed subsequently to the repairs of 
the Canal. To undertake repairs to the 
Canal alone would be a mere sham. The 
Governor has in previous memorials re- 
peatedly given expression to his opinion 
that the course of the Yellow River 
ought to be restored to its Southern 
Channel, for the reason that, so long as 
the Yellow River runs northwards, it is 
impossible todo permanent good to the 
course of the Canal. (See memorial com- 
bating this view, presented by 1.i Hung- 
chang, in Gazette of 18th August, 1873). 
Ag, however, it is out of the question that 
the Canal should be abandoned, the only 
thing to be done is to use all possible 
efforts toward restoring it to an efticient 
condition ; and this involves the absolute 
necessity of prior attention to the state 
of the Yellow River. It is proposed, 
m ean while, to rebuild the locks and sluices 
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in the neighbourhood of the Wei-shan Lake, 
and, after ascertaining by survey whether 
the silted sections in the neighbourhood 
of Tsao Lin and Chung-ts’ien can be 
again made available for navigation, to 
take measures, in such case, for dredging 
the channel. Funds will be requisite in 
order to carry out these works in the 
course of the next winter and the following 
spring. All the local resources of the pro- 
vince having been exhausted, the Governor 
entreats that subsidies may be ordered 
from other provinces.—Rescript : Let the 
proper Board take note. 

Oct. 30th.—(1) A decree in reply toa 
memorial by Tso Tsung-t’ang, Governor- 
General of Shensi and Kansuh, denounce 
ing the magistrate of the Ku-lang district, 
Chow-k’i-chang, for the offence of levying 
extortions under the pretext of searching 
for plantations of the poppy-phant, As 
recommended by Tso Tsnng-t’ang, the ma- 
gistrate is stripped of his rank, and ban- 
ished to military servitude in Mongolia. 

The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 
occupied with unimportant official details. 

Oct. 3lst.—This day’s Gazette contains 
nothing of importance. 

Nov. 1st.—(1) Decrees appointing ex- 
aminers for the military examinations 
which are about to take place. 

(2) Chih-kang, Resident at K’urun 
(Urga), and his military colleague, memo- 
rialize with reference to the detachment 
of troops from Suan-hwa Fu stationed at 
K’urun as a garrison, (in consequence of 
the disturbances of the last few years.) 
They are allowed by regulation a certain 
sum for the purchase of firewood and grass 
for fuel, which were indispensable in con- 
sequence of the severe cold experienced in 
Mongolia. Without adequate means of 
maintaining artificial heat, great danger of 
suffering from frostbite would be incurred. 
An additional allowance for this purpose, 
amounting to Tls. 200, for the period from 
November to February, was heretofore 
granted of the Imperial bounty ; and a 
repetition of this act of grace is now soli- 
cited, on the ground that the sufterings 
experienced by the troops are intense, 
and that the cost of fuel at Urga has risen 
greatly, owing to the long distances from 
which it has to be brought.—Granted by 
rescript. 

(3) Chih-kang further memorializes with 
reference to his own pay (2.e., as Brigadier- 
General of a Banner.) Before leavin 
Peking to proceed to his post, he Peducaled 
that the rice-allowance to which he is 
entitled might be issued to his family 
during his absence, in order to contribute 
to their maintenance, his pay in money 
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being made receivable by himself at his 
post; and a former precedent to this 
effect having been discovered by the Board 
of Revenue, the application was sanctioned. 
He now submits that there are no funds 
whatever at Urga from which to draw his 
pay, except the military chest, and he 
begs for sanction to his receiving from that 
source the amount of Tis. 124, being the 
amount due him after the stoppage of 
one-fifth, according to the existing rule, 
on account of his pay (féng yin) as Briga- 
dier -General of a Banner. He further 
adds that, beyond the amount of Tis. 360, 
which he has received at his post as one- 
half of the “ anti-extortion allowance” to 
which he is entitled (the remaining half 
being withheld owing to the pressure of 
financial exigencies), he has no further 
income assigned him; and it is the state 
of embarrassment to which he is conse- 
quently reduced that impels him to obtrude 
so trifling a subject as the present on the 
notice of their Majesties.— Rescript: We 
have taken note. 

Nov. 2nd.—(1) A decree in reply toa 
memorial by the Governor-General of the 
Yellow River, reporting the safety of both 
banks of the river in the Jast halt of Octo- 
ber. Ten sticks of Tibetan incense are 
forwarded, to be offered in thanksgiving 
at the Temple of the River. Rewards are 
conferred upon officers of the river staff 
whose merits have been reported. 


(2) Wu-t’ang, Governor-General of Sze- 
ch’wan, memorializes soliciting the exten- 
sion to the literary candidates of that 
province of a privilege heretofore bestowed 
upon those belonging to Yiinnan and 
Kweichow. In consideration of the great 
distance of these provinces from Peking, 
graduates proceeding to Peking from 
thence to compete at the triewnial ex- 
aminations, are entitled to a posting-order 


KKB which secures to each graduate one 


horse at every post station. This diminishes 
the cost of the journey to such a degree 
as to bring it within the means of needy 
scholars ; and the distance between Sze- 
ch’wan and the Capital is now pleaded as a 
reason for extending the same boon to 
the scholars of that province.—Rescript 
referring the proposal to the proper Board 
for consideration. 

(3) Chih-kang, President at Urga, 
reports concerning the dismissal of the 
troops from Ku-pei K’ow, numbering one 
thousand strong, who until lately have 
been stationed at Urga for purposes of 
local defence. Sanction having been 
obtained by previous memorial to the 
despatch of this body of men to their homes 
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by the trading route, 1,400 and odd carts 
being engaged for the purpose, they com- 
menced the journey on the 20th Septem- 
ber. The force numbered 1,284 all told, 
aupernumeraries included, occupying with 
baggage, provisions, etc., 1,480 ox-carts, 
for the hire of each of which 4 Taels were 
paid. The stages by the commercial route 
from Urga to Ku-pei K’ow are 77 in 
number ; and the amount paid for cart- 
hire, viz. Tis. 5,640, is less than if the 
troops had been sent by the regular 
Government road. 

Nov. 3rd.—(1) A decree in reply to 
a menorial from the Governor of Shan- 
tung, reporting the safety of both banks of 
the Yellow River within his jurisdiction 
up to the shwang kiang period (23rd Oct.) 
Thank cfferings to the God of the River 
are awarded. 

(2) A Decree with reference to the 
graduates who passed the examinations for 
the Ki-jén degree last month at Peking. 
As the result of the revising committee's 
labours, 27 graduates have been placed in 
the first-class, 60 in the secund, and 68 
in the third, all of whom are allowed to 
compete at next year’s examination for 
the tsin-sze degree. Chang-Ping, who bas 
the fourth-class assigned to him, is put 
back for one period (i.e. until 1877). 

(3) Jui-lien, Military Governor of Jeh- 
ho, reports the capture of a noted des- 
perado and highwayman, for whom the 
local authorities have long been on the 
look-out. His career as a leader of 
brigands dates from 1861, since which 
time, after committing numerous crimes, 
he has been for seme years in hiding 
among the lamas at Wu T’ai Shan, where 
he took on himself the profession of a 
priest. He has lately reappeared at the 
head of a gang of three hundred male- 
factors, and a party of the foreign-armed 
troops having been sent in pursuit he has 
been captured after a severe fight. Sanc- 
tion to his immediate excution is solicited, 
and granted by rescript. 

(4) Jui-lien further memorializes report- 
ing that a woman lately drove up to his 
residence in a cart, and declaring herself 
to belong to the Imperial lineage, demanded 
justice. On enquiry being made, she 
stated that her deceased husband, who | 
died many years ago, was an Imperial 
clansman belonging to one of the Peking 
banners; and that having been stricken 
with insanity in 1856, after the death of 
her husband, she was deported to Mouk- 
den, where she was assigned a residence 
in the clansmen’s quarter. Of late she had 
been put into fetters and confined between 
high walls, and as she was conscivus of no 


142 


offence she had effected her escape by 
crawling through a hole in the wall. Her 
design was to lay her complaint before any 
official tribunal she could reach ; and hav- 
ing made her way to Jeh-ho she appealed 
to the Military Governor for redress. On 
being examined, the carters stated that all 
they knew about the woman was that she 
had hired them on the road ; but as their 
statement cannot be credited they are sent 
together with the woman herself in custody 
to Peking.— Rescript referring the case to 
the Imperial Clan Court and Board of 
Punishments. 


Nov. 4th.—No documents of importance. 


Nov. 5th.—(1) A decree degrading the 
officials responsible for the escape of 
certain prisoners from a jail in Kirin, and 
enjoining the recapture of these individuals 
within a period of four months, failing 
which the superior officials are to be 
denounced for severe penalties. 


(2) A decree, in reply to a memorial 
from Ts’ung-shih, acting Military Governor 
of Shéng-king, who has denounced several 
of the military officials within his juris- 
diction for inefticiency and corrupt conduct, 
They are cashiered on his recommendation. 

’ (3) Ts’ung-shih, acting Military Governor 

of Shéng-king, reports the services 
rendered by sundry military officers, who 
distinguished themselves in April last in 
the attack made upon the remnants of a 
gang of banditti, who had established 
themselves on one of the islands on the coast. 
Forty or fifty of the malefactors were slain 
after a desperate resistance, and many 
others were drowned. Promotion is 
awarded to the officers in command, and 
posthumous honours are decreed in favour 
of two officers and two soldiers who lost 
their lives in the affair, 


(4) In a postscript memorial, Ts’ung- 
shih further commends the activity dis- 
played by the acting military commandant 
of Newchwang, an officer of the rank of 
tso-ling, named Tékhtsingéh, Shortly 
after his recent appointment to the post, he 
set to work to apprehend a certain titular 
graduate of the Hai-ch’éng district, named 
Kwoh Chén, who has long been a terror to 
the adjacent country, having placed him- 
self at the head of a band of depredators, 
with whose assistance he has been in the 
habit of committing divers acts of pillage, 
levying blackmail, and the like. He and 
three of his confederates have now been 
seized and forwarded as prisoners to 
Moukden, where they have made full con- 
fession of their crimes. They have been 
summarily executed ; and promotion to the 
first vacancy in the grade of hieh-ling is 
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solicited on behalf of Tékhtsingéh.— 
Granted by rescript. 

Nov. 6th.—(1) A decree in reply to a 
memorial from Li ‘Hung-chang, recom- 
mending the officials employed in attending 
to the care of the Yung-ting River, for the 
services rendered by them during the late 
flood season. Penalties heretofore im- 
posed upon them are remitted. - 

(2) The Governor of Hupeh memorializes 
requesting the usual mark of Imperial 
approbation on behalf of a young girl of 
the Kien-li district, who has distinguished 
herself by chaste and filial devotion on the 
death of her betrothed husband in July 
last. With difficulty dissuaded from her 
resolution to commit suicide and follow 
him to the grave, she has insisted on being 
received into his family as a widowed 
daughter-in-law, and has devoted herself 
with the utmost assiduity to attendance 
on the parents of her spouse.—The orec- 
tion of a monumental tablet sanctioned by 
rescript. 

Nov. 7th.—(1) The Governor of Chéh- 
kiang memorializes reporting the disasters 
suffered in that province trom flood and 
drought during the past season. Excessive 
rains prevailed during the month of June 
last, and the low-lying lands were flooded 
to a great extent through the swelling of 
the mountain streams, ‘This was especially 
the case in the three prefectures of Hany- 
chow, Kia-hing, and Hu-chow. Agricul- 
tural operations in this region of country 
have sufferred greatly in consequence, 
The more mountainous districts of the in- 
terior have been less afflicted, their crops 
being for the most part dry, and planted 
earlier in the year. In the Ningpo, ‘L’ai- 
chow, and Shao-hing prefecture, there has 
been .complaint, on the other hand, of 
drought during July and August. Off- 
cials have been deputed to inspect the 
amount of damage entailed, with a view to 
recommendation of the proper measures of 
relief. It is observed that since the close of 
the rebellion, the people have taken b 
preference to silk-growing instead of the 
ordinary forma of agriculture, as being 
more profitable and less exposed to risks 
from bad weather. ‘This accounts for the 
little progress that has been made in 
bringing land under cultivation with food 
crops once nere. 


(2) The Governor of Chehkiang further 


reports that a Liu-ch’iuan junk, in distress, 
had anchored in a bay on the'coast of the 
P’ing-yang district, on the 18th July last. 
On being inspected by the magistrate she 
was found to have suffered much damage, 
and to have a crew of eleven men on byard, 
who communicated their uames and 
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particulars of their voyage by means of 
Chinese writing. ‘They stated that they 
belonged to Napa, and had set sail on the 
10th April on a voyage to T’ai-p’ing 
Shan (Meiaco-sima Group), but had been 
disabled in a guie, and had drifted before 
the wind and sea until they finally reached 
the coast of Chehkiang. The vessel was 
found to contain nothing beyond a supply 
of millet. In conformity with regulation, 
orders have been given for the supply of 
necessaries to these shipwrecked barba- 
rians, and for their being forwarded on 
board their own vessel to Foochow, in 
order that they may thence proceed to 
their own country, in fulfilment of the in- 
tention entertained by the Sacred Ruler 
to cherish tenderly those from afar. 


Nov. 8th.—The Censor Chow Shu-shéng 
memorializes, denouncing Liang Séng-pao, 
one of the revising officers of the recent 
literary examinations, for arbitrary judg- 
ment and conduct actuated by personal 


motives SEHR TT #.. It is submitted 


that in the year 1760 the Emperor 
K’ien Lung decreed with reference 
to the rules for revising the  pro- 
ductions of the successful candidates at 
the examinations, which had then lately 
been introduced as an indispensable means 
of checking tendencies to literary irregu- 
larity on the part of students, that exces- 
sive harshness in mere verbal criticism was 
by no means the intention of the new 
institution. Liang Séng-pao, a Vice- 
President of the Court of Literary Record, 
having had seven of the essays produced 
at the recent examinations assigned to 
him for revision, is accused of having 
criticised with unjustifiable harshness the 
whole of these papers. It is implied that 
in taking such action he was influenced 
by personal motives. In a supplementary 
memorial, the Censor repeats the same 
charge in another form.—For Rescript see 
Gazette of Oct. 24th. 

(2) The Censor ‘Téng K’ing-lin memo- 
rializes representing the hardship entailed 
by the closing of certain government pawn- 
shops at Peking. In former times, he 
states, the Court of the Imperial House- 
hold) had, with due sanction, yiven 
authority for the establishment in different 
parts of Peking of pawnshops under go- 
vernment patronage, the object of which 
was to provide a means for relieving the 
necessities of the people. Owing to the 
troubled state of the country in 1861 it 
was proposed at that time to close the 
establishments in question ; but so much 
popular discontent was evoked by this 
messure that, in 1862, steps were again 
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taken to restore to them the funds which 
had been withdrawn; and the system 
has continued in force since then, greatly 
to the advantage of the public. Of late, 
owing to some maladministration that has 
occurred, it has again been proposed to 
act upon a precedent set in the year 1754, 
and to withdraw from these pawnshops 
the capital officially advanced to them. 
Notice has been given to ticket-holders to 
redeem their pledges within a fixed time, 
and this it is to be feared very few of the 
persons interested will be in a position to 
do. Their property will consequently be 
sold and much distress occasioned. It is 
besought that the matter be reconsidered. 
—Consideration ordered by rescript already 
published. 


Nov. 9th.—Féng-shén, Military Gover- 
nor of Tsitsihar, memorializes reporting the 
measures about to be taken toward 
extirpating the remainder of the brigands 
who have given trouble in the neighbour- 
hood of Hu-lan T’ing. A force of 1,000 
men is to be sent to scour the forests of 
the Black Mountain after the fall of the 
leaf has set in, the expedition being 
assembled under pretext of undertaking 
the autumual military hunt, in order to 
divert attention from the real object in 
view. 


Nov. 10th.—(1) Ts’ung-shih, acting 
Military Governor of Shéngking, and his 
colleague K’i-yiian, jointly memorialize 
replying to the reasons advanced by the 
Board of Civil Office in opposition to their 
proposal that certain modifications be in- 
troduced in the method of appointments 
to district Magistracies. They represent 
that in the province of Fény-t’ien, ap- 
pointments to chow and hien Magistracies 
are reserved by rule for either Manchus 
or Chinese, as the case may be, and that 
in practice at the present day this rule 
works injuriously, since it frequently 
happens that the officer most qualitied for 
a vacancy is debarred from holding the 
appointment on the mere ground that he 
is either Manchu or Chinese. Times have 
changed, and the condition of affairs 
moves with the times; and the memo- 
rialists feel bound in the interest of the 
public service and of the people at large, 
to repeat their recommendation. The 
Board of Civil Office has, indeed, denied 
that the times have changed ; but Ts’ung- 
shih and his colleague can aver from per- 
sonal experience on the spot the necessity 
of making the distribution of appoint- 
ments more manageable.—Rescript refer- 
ring the proposal to deliberation by 
special Council, issued October 28th. 
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(2) Yinghan, ex-Governor-General of 
the Two Kwang, memorializes reporting 
having given up the seals of office on the 
80th September last, and fixed the 2nd 
October for the commencement of his 
journey. He will proceed overland to 
Peking, to await the penalty inflicted by 
sentence of the Board, as commanded in 
the Decree issued on September Ist. 

Nov. 11th.--(1) The Governor of Yiin- 
nan, Ts'én Yii-ying, acting Governor- 
General of Yiinnan and Kweichow, re- 
ports sundry changes in the official estab- 
lishment of the Province, The Prefect of 
Ts’u-hiung, Shu Che-K’iao, being placed 
in mourning retirement through the death 
of his mother, the Prefect Chu Peh-mei 


FR A HB who has vacated his late 


appointment at Yungch’ang Fu, is an 
officer qualified to succeed him. The Pre- 
fect of Ch’éng-kiang Fu, Ch’ang-shan, 
having been removed from his pust and 
ordered to the provincial capital, an ex- 
pectant Prefect named Héug-chang is by 
his ability and energy highly qualified to 
succeed him. The acting Prefect of K’ai- 
hwa Fu (on the Tonquin border), Yao Kia- 
k’i, having been removed from his post 
and ordered to the provincial capital, a sub- 


Prefect named Ts’ai Ytian-sih BEE 
is appointed tuo act in his stead, being 


highly commended for his experience, 
ass'duity, and firmness. Subsidiary ap- 
pointinents are made in consequence of 
this promotion. The acting sub-Prefect of 
T’éng-yiieh T’ing (Momein), Wu K’i-liang, 
RR RE, having been summoned to the 


provincial capital, an expectant Depart- 
ment Magistrate named Chow Wei-siian 


FRHESE, a diligent and capable officer, 


is nominated to act in the vacancy. A 
number of other civilian functionaries in 
different parts of the Province are named 
as having been sent for to the provincial 
capital. 

(2) The Governor of Yinnan further 
memorializes with reference to the appoint- 
ment of Prefect of P’u-urh Fu. A de- 
spatch has been received from the Board of 
Civil Office, forwarding a Decree in which 
Wén-kwang, the Prefect hitherto in office, 
is directed to vacate his post and to come 
to Peking for presentation. ‘The office is 
one technically classed as ‘‘ in a malarious 
climate and of an important category,” 
and appointments to it are therefore to be 
made by selection, not by the system of 
drawing lots, The region in question 
lies on the extremest frontier of the 
empire, in a climate of the most mala- 
rious and unhealthy description. It 
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borders, moreover, on Burmah and 
Laos, and comprises three superior 
sub-prefectures, one district, and the thir- 
teen chieftaincies, designated Pan-na-t’u- 
sze, of the Kiu-lung Kiang (river Mékong.) 
ln view of the great extent of territory 
embraced within the limits of the prefec- 
ture, and the important functions to be 
discharged in the way respectively of ‘‘ con- 
trolling” and ‘‘soothing,” it is only an 
officer who has had many years’ service in 
Yiinnan, with large experience of frontier 
affairs and the ways of the barbarians, as 
well as aconstitution that will resist the 
pestilential climate, who can be equal to 
the task of government. The two chief 
Provincial Oommissioners report that 
among the entire body of officials through- 
out the province, entitled to be either 
transferred or promoted to the vacant 
post, there is not one who is not either 
at this moment occupying an office of 
importance or else unsuited to the 
requirements of the vacancy. On the list 
of unemployed officials awaiting appoint- 
ments there is, however, one named Luh 


Hi-tséng [GEAR , classed on the list 


for immediate employment as a Prefect, 
whose age is at present 52, a native of the 
province of Kansuh., His official history 
is as follows :—Having taken one of the 
lesser literary degrees with ‘‘ honours,” he 
proceeded to Peking in 1856 to compete 
at the triennial examination ; but, as the 
date of the examination was still distant, 
he purchased a brevet of the rank of sub- 
Department-magistrate, and, having had 
audience, was commanded to proceed to 
Yiinnan on probation. Having arrived in 
Szech’wan on his way thither, he was over- 
taken by news of his father’s death, and 
he returned to his native province to 
observe the period of mourning. On this 
being completed, he obtained the due 
official communication, and reported him- 
self in Yiinnan. After holding the seals, 
successively, as acting incumbent of various 
Magistracies and Prefectures, such as Li- 
kiang, Wei-si, &c., and having rendered 
active service in the field at the recapture 
of the cities of Chung-tien and Wei-si, he 
was promoted by decree to a aub-Prefect- 
ship, and subsequently honoured with the 
decoration of a peacock-feather and further 
promotion for additional military services. 
In 1869 he was obliged to return to his 
native province to go into mourning on 
the death of his mother, having accom- 
plished which he again returned to 
Yiinnan. His present grade was conferred 
upon him by decree in reward for his 
services at the recapture of Yung-ch’ang 
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Fu and other cities in 1873, and in 1874 
he preceeded to Peking for presentation, 
which took place on the 17th July in that 
year. On his return to Yiinnan he was 
appointed to a department magistracy, 
whence, in August last, he was transferred 
tu act in the Prefectship of P’u-urh Fu. 
His confirmation in this appointment is 
now solicited, although it is to some slight 
extent contrary to regulation as regards 
the official category of the post.—Referred 
by rescript for the decision of the Board 
of Civil - Office. 

Nov. 12th.—(1)°A decree based on the 
report presented by the Board of Civil 
Office with reference to the conduct of 
K’i-si, a secretary of the Board of 
Revenue, who was denounced for grave 
misconduct by the Censor Yt Shang- 
hwa (see Gazettes of June, July, and 
August.) Several of the charges brought 
against him are deolared to be disproved ; 
but he is found guilty of serious neglect 
in connection with two cases in particular. 
In one of these, connected with the collec- 
tion of foreign duties at the Ki-shui Méu 
(Capsingmoon, near Hongkong), he omit- 
ted to forward a despatch, and the Yamén 
of Foreign Affairs failed to discover this 
omission, The second case was a derelic- 
tion of duty in connection with the audit- 
ing of accounts from Kansuh. K’i-sii is 
to be adjudged the proper penalty, and the 
Officials guilty of oversight in the two 
particulars referred to, are to be reported 
by name to the Board to be similarly dealt 
with. 

(2) A decree awarding penalties to the 
officials responsible in a case reported by 
Li Hung-chang, as Governor-General of 
Chihli, in which a body of upwards of 20 
prisoners confined in the prefectural prison 
at Pao-ting Fu made an attack on the 
jailers and succeeded in breaking open the 
doors and effecting their escape. Although 
more than half of them have been retaken, 
the affair is a most scandalous one. The 
acting jail- warden is degraded, and is to be 
brought to trial together with the jailers. 
The recaptured prisoners are to be forth- 
with executed, and the Prefect, although 
occupied at the time with the examinations, 
is to be adjudged a penalty for having 
failed in taking adequate precautions. 

(3) The Court of Censorate memorialize 
forwarding the appeal of Yiian P’i-she, a 
native of Lin-chang in Honan, who com- 
plains of the murder of his brother. A 
certain relative, a man of influence named 
Yiian K’ai-t’ai, had seized possession of 
some of complainant’s land, and in March 
last this man employed a rascally member 
of the family, with his three sons, to 
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discharge a display of fireworks, the conse- 
quence of which was that some of com- 
plainant’s straw-ricks were set on fire and 
burnt. On complainant remonatrating 
with Yiian K’ai-tai he not only did not 
put a atop to the proceedings, but actually 
sent the four men above referred to with 
arms in their hands to complainant’s 
house, where, an altercation ensuing, they 
wounded his mother with a blow on the 
temple, and when his younger brother 
came to the rescue they cut him down and 
mortally wounded him. Owing to the in- 
fluence exerted by Yiian K’ai-tai the local 
authorities have done their best to hush 
up the matter, although the three younger 
aggressors were taken into custody after 
an inquest held on the remains of the 
murdered man ; an appeal is consequently 
lodged at Peking.— Referred in the usual 
manner, 

(4) The Court of Censorate forward a 
second appeal by a native of the same dis- 
trict with the foregoing, a man named Ma 
Shén-lin, a day-labourer, aged fifty-nine. 
He states that his late nephew Ma Uh’ang- 
k’ti had left on his death a young widow, 
who formed an illicit connection with a 
man named Li Pu-chow. His son, Ma 
Chang-che, having remonstrated against 
this state of affairs, Lii Pu-chow leagued 
himself with certain members of the 
family and obtained by means of bribes 
the assistance of a military subaltern 
commanding a post in the neighbour- 
hood. This man came at the head of 
a body of horse and foot-soldiers, to 
the number of more than one hundred 
men, and attacked complainant’s house on 
the night of the 29th May last. Firing 
off foreign muskets they burst into the 
dwelling, which they pillaged of every- 
thing, and having severely wounded a 
neighbour named Ma Hwai-chu, who came 
to the rescue, they bound him and carried 
him offa prisoner. The next day, com- 
plainant’s son set out for the magistracy 
to lodge a complaint, but was stopped on 
the road by Lit Pu-chow and his confeder- 
ates, who falsely accused him of being a 
criminal against whom a warrant was out 
for brigandage, and carried him off, toge- 
ther with the wounded men, to the district 
magistracy. Here both were severely 
beaten and lodged in jail, and a few days 
afterwards they died in confinement. The 
most grievous thing of all is that from 
that day to this no clue to the whereabouts 
of their remains has been obtained ; and 
this appeal is accordingly lodged.—Refer- 
red in the usual manner. 

Nov. 13th.—(1) A decree based.on the 
report made by the vice-President Hu 
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Jui-lan, who was specially appointed to 
examine the case of a woman of the Yii- 
hang district in Cheh-kiang, on a charge 
preferred against her of having poisoned 
her husband and of falsely accusing a 
Kii jen graduate named Yang Nai-wu, 
with whom she had indulged in adulterous 
intercourse, of complicity in the crime. A 
supervising Censor named Wang Shu-jui 
had memorialized on this case, stating that 
the judicial officers of the Province had 
unjustly confirmed the finding of the 
court of first instance. It is now ascer- 
tained that Yang Nai-wu was in facta 
party to the murder of her husband by 
the woman Koh Pih-she, and a sentence 
has been pronounced in conformity with 
law. It is further declared that in the 
original decision of the case, no departure 
from the law, in the shape of either undue 
leniency or severity, is chargeable to the 
judicial functionaries concerned. In com- 
pliance with the memorialist’s request, the 
Board of Punishment is directed to con- 
sider and report upon the case, and also 
with reference to a rule which it is pro- 
posed shall be promulgated throughout the 
Empire, enjoining greater explicitness in 
reports made with reference to criminal 
trials, especially in respect of any ais- 
crepancies between the statements made 
in the complaints lodged and the facts 
elicited on trial. 

(2) P’éng Yi-lin, Inspector-General of the 
Yangteze naval forces, and Ung T’ung-tsio, 
acting Governor-General of the two Hu, 
jointly memorialize reporting the criminal 
conduct, trial, and execution of an officer 
of the rank of Colonel, named T’an Tsu- 
lun, who had waylaid and carried off the 
wife of a Lieutenant-colonel, during her 
husband’s absence in Kansuh, and having 
immured her in his own house together 
with her mother, in whose company she 
was travelling by boat when thus captured, 
had forcibly compelled her to yield to his 
desires, alleging a debt due him by her 
husband as his excuse. The husband, 
while on his way back to Hupeh, had 
fallen overboard and was drowned. Nu- 
merous acts of misconduct are alleged 
againat the incriminated official, in the 
shape of embezzlement of the pay of his 
men, and the lize. He has been brought 
to trial, and after much attempted evasion 
has confessed his guilt, upon which he has 
been executed according to military law. 
His commanding Brigadier is denounced 
for negligence in allowing such crimes to 
be committed unperceived ; and by rescript 
this officer, named Liu Wei-chéng, is 
handed over to the Board for the due 
adjudication of a penalty. 
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Nov. 14th.—(1) A decree in reply toa 
memorial from the Ceusor Téng K’ing-lin, 
urging that an appeal relating to the suc- 
cession to a Mongolian principality be 
promptly brought totrial. It appears that 
the princess (ita 3) No-’rh-sze-teh-ma, 
mother of the deceased Prince (Kiin-wang) 
Da-da-ba-cha-mu-su, has appealed against 
the supreme chief of the tribe for an act 
of wrongful adoption, and that the said 
plaintiff has been awaiting a hearing at 
Peking for more than a year past, no steps 
having been taken in the matter by the 
Colonial Office. An immediate trial is 
now ordered. (Sew Gazette of Sept. 2nd, 
1874, in which similar orders were notified.) 

(2) A decree in reply to a memorial from 
the Governor of Chehkiang, who has re- 
quested the removal of the interdict upon 
the establishment of population on the 


island of Nan-t’ien iW, lying off the 


coast of the Siang-shan and Ning-hai 
districts. Squatters, attracted by the 
rich and productive soil, are now reported 
to have occupied the island, establishing 
themselves in huts and bringing the land 
under cultivation. The removal of the 
interdict is granted, and orders are at the 
same time given for a careful survey of the 
lands occupied, the definition of bound- 
aries, collection of revenue, and encourage- 
ment of further cultivation. As regards 
the oconpation of the waste lands of Ta 
K’i Shan K in the Tinghai 
district (Chusan), it is enjoined that ateps 
be taken to bring the lands, upon which 
squatters are now reported to have settled 
themselves in large numbers, on _ the 
register of taxation, and to report to the 
Throne the statistics of population and 
area and description of land. 

(3) A decree awarding a donation of Tls. 
3,60) from the interest fund of the 
Household Treasury, for the provision of 
wadded clothing for the aged and destitute 
poor of the Capital, in accordance with 
former precedent. 

(4) ADecree. Whereas work has now been 
begun at the Ha ge Mausoleum of his 


late Majesty, it is proper that favour be 
vouchsafed to the professors of the acience 
of geomancy. Leta button of the third 
rank be bestowed upon Li T’ang, at present 
wearing the button of the fourth rank and 
expectant of the grade of sub-Prefect ; and 
let a button of the sixth degree be bestowed 
upon Li Ch’én-yii, at present belonging to 
the inferior degree of the ninth rank. 

(5) Tso Tsung-t’ang, Governor-General 
of Kansuh and Shensi, memorializes 
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denouncing the acting Magistrate of the 
Ku-lang district for levying extortions 
under pretence of checking the growth of 
the opium-poppy. ‘he facts, as stated at 
great lenyth, are as follows:—On entering 
upon his oftice, the Magistrate was approach- 
ed by sundry of the notables and farmers 
of his district, who handed in a sum of 
money as the assesment dueon land planted 
with the poppy. ‘This the Magistrate 
accepted, though by a subsequent arrange- 
ment he endeavoured to make it appear 
that he had at first refused the sum 
on the ground of illegality, and finally 
consented to receive it only as a payment 
toward the purchase of camels for trans- 
porting supplies—a question which, it is 
remarked, did not concern him in the 
least. Some time later, on perambulating 
his district, he caused through his revenue 
clerk the !armers to pay in either a certain 
quota of opium or a commutation in 
money. The amount received in money 
was some Ts, 1,163 ; and the value of the 
drug collected, which hé afterwards re- 
funded to the farmers who had supplied 
it, was ‘I'ls. 3,000. The falsity of the 
excuses he has alleged has been fully 
exposed, and his attempt to damage the 
character of his superior, the Prefect of 
Liang-chow, by accusing him of accepting 
money presents at his hands, has broken 
down. Lt is requested that Chow K’i- 
ch’ang, the guilty magistrate in question, 
be stripped of his rank and transported 
to military servitude.—Granted by pre- 
vious rescript. 

Nov. 15th.—(1) A decree in reply toa 
memorial from the Governor-General of 
the Grain Transport, announcing the safety 
of all the works along the Grand Canal up 
to the Shwang Kiang period (Oct. 23rd). 
Ten sticks of ‘Tibetan incense are ordered 
to be sent as a thank-offering to the temple 
of the God of the Rivers, 

(2) A decree awarding an extra gratuity 
of ‘I'ls. 50 per mens-m, for the next three 
months, to the ofticials at present employed 
in the Lmperial Historiographers’ Oftice, in 
consideration of the inclement season of 
the year during which their labours are 
being performed. (N.B.—The work in 
progress is the compilation of the Veritable 
Record, or Annals of the late reign). 

(3) A decree in reply to a memorial from 
the supervising Censor Pien Pao-ts’ii-n, 
who has alleged that the recent examina- 
tion by a special Commissioner, Ho Jui- 
lan, into the case of a murder of ahusband 
in Chehkiang was not satisfactorily per- 
formed, and has requested that the case he 
brought before the Board of Punishments. 
The record of the proceedings taken befure 
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Ho Jui-lan, who was strictly commanded 
to allow no favouritism toward brother 
officials to influence his judgment, has 
already been forwarded to the Board of 
Punishments, and if any attempt at screen- 
ing improper actions has been made, de- 
tection cannot fail to ensue. The request 
made that the entire case be brought up 
for trial before the Board of Punishments 
is contrary to all precedent, and is rejected. 

(4) A decree conferring honours and 
promotion on certain officials of Szech’wan, 
for services rendered in the suppression of 
an insurrectionary movement in the sub- 
prefecture of Sii-yung, on the border of 
Yiinnan, in the month of August last. 

Nov. 16th —(1) A decree in reply to a 
memorial from Mu-t’u-shan, acting Mili- 
tary Governor of Kirin, who has de- 
nounced several military officers under 
his jurisdiction for corrupt and oppres- 
sive conduct. They are stripped of their 
rank, and ordered to be brought stringently 
to trial, 

(2) Mu-tu shan, acting Military Go- 
vernor of Kirin, memorializes with re- 
ference to the transportation of criminals 
within his jurisdiction, with special refer- 
ence to the case of four prisoners who 
had been forcibly rescued by a band of 
mounted robbers, as communicated to 
him by the Governor whom he has super- 
seded. He finds that owing to the dis- 
turbed state of the three Manchurian 
provinces, the country being infested with 
mounted brivands, cases of rescue of this 
description have been «f constant occur- 
rence, and it is necessary to take mea- 
sures in order to prevent the ranks of the 
highway robbers being thus recruited, and 
criminals from escaping from the hands of 
justice. The rule in force is that each 
criminal while being sent from point to 
point shall be escorted by two soldiers, in 
charge of a petty otlicer, both officer and 
soldiers providing their own travelling 
expenses. It is now proposed that hence- 
forward a guard of ten men shall be sent 
with all parties of prisoners numbering 
less than four, a guard of fifteen for four 
men, and of twenty for five men, this 
being the maximum number of any one 
party under escort, ‘Lhe guard to be pro- 
vided with arms and aminunition, anda 
travelling allowance to be issued to them. 
—Referred by rescript to the Buard of 
Revenue to take note. 

(3) Mu-tu-slian further memorializes 
reporting that, after taking office in his 
new post, he reviewed the military force 
under his command, when he found the 
soldiery living within the city and 
doing duty at his yamén smartly dressed 
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and well shod, but for the most part 
knowing very little about archery or 
horsemanship. The soldiery and ofticers, 
on the contrary, who live in the country 
villages, presented a rayged and forlorn 
appearance, but seemed to be stout and 
honest fellows, although their state of 
poverty was something pitiable. Enquiry 
Jed him to discover that the duties con- 
nected with the collection’ of customs’ 
duties and the guards at the several 
military posts, were habitually entrusted 
to the military of the city alune, who took 
turn and turn about, the soldiery of the 
villages receiving no calls to duty what- 
ever. The Governor had further been 
informed, from the moment of his entrance 
into Kirin, that the officers in charge of 
the military posts were in the habit of 


allowing the lawless gold hunters BE 


to proceed to the mountaina, levying a 
percentaye-tax of gold dust for this consent 
on their part. Officers at Sansing, who 
were convicted of thus extorting amounts 
of gold dust, have already been denounced 
to the throne. In order to put a stop to 
these malpractices, the Governor pave 
orders that the tour of duty should be 
divided equally between the soldiery of 
both country and city alike. When the 
time arrived, however, for a change of the 
otticers and men on duty, the Colonel, 
Fu-rh-tan by name, who had'the arrange- 
ments under his charge, handed in a list 
in which, as before, none but members of 
the city force were named. On being 
asked the meaning of this, he replied that 
it had always been customary to give the 
duty at the posts and customs’ stations, 
where there is something to be made, as a 
recompense to the men who came on duty 
in the yamén; and his tone and manner 
betrayed feelings of great discontent. It 
is found that this ofticer is a man of much 
duplicity of character, and notorious for his 
inefficiency as a military superior ; and it 
is evident from his attempt to force the 
city soldiery into employment, that he was 
actuated by motives of a personal nature. 
It is requested that he be cashiered, with 
the proviso that he be never again re- 
commended for re-employment.—Granted 
by previous rescript. 


(4) K’ing-lin, the late Superintendent of 
the Imperial Manufactory at Nanking, re- 
ports having handed over the seals of his 
office on the 11th October to his snecessor 
Wén-kw’ei, together with the amount of 
Tis. 34,355 deposited in his treasury as the 
main balance of funds in hand, beside 
Tis. 9,496, being asupplementary amount, 
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Wén-kw’ei, on his part, memorializes 
announcing his having taken office. 

Nov. 17th.—(t) A Decree. The Censor 
Li Ting-siao has memorialized representing 
that a provincial high authority has iu- 
dulged in wanton delay, and requesting 
that he be severely punished. Lin Yoh- 
chao, Governor-General of Yiinnan and 
Kweichow, who has sent in no further 
application for congé since he reported in 
the fourth moon (May last) that he had 
set out on his return journey, has waited 
actually until the ninth moon (October) 
before taking his departure from Ch’ang- 
teh in Hunan. Such wanton delay be- 
tokens an extreme neglect of duty. Let 
Lia Yoh-chao be handed over to the Board 
for the adjudication of a severe penalty, 

(2) A decree expressing the Imperial 
solicitude on behalf of the soldiery of the 
garrison of Peking, who are exposed to 
much suffering through the inclemency of 
the weather. A gratuity of one month’s 
pay at the present rates is ordered to be 
bestowed on the entire force, both Manchu 
and Chinese troops and constabulary, 

(3) A decree in reply to memorials from 
Ts’ung-shih with reference to recognition 
of the title to lands on the Corean frontier, 
formerly waste and under prohibition 
against occupation and culture, but which 
have been settled on by squatters for many 
years past. At Ts’ung-shih’s recommenda- 
tion the breach of the law in the past is 
condoned with reference to the settlers, 
and authority is given to bringing the 
population on the censor’s register and pla- 
cing the land under taxation, ‘he question 
of appointing officials in the tract of 
country in question is referred to the 
proper Board for deliberation, 

(4) Shén_ Pao-chén, Imperial Commis- 
sioner in Formosa, and his colleagues, 
report the appointment of an _ oflicer 
named Chow Yeo-ki as acting incumbent 
of the newly created district of Héng- 


ch’un tH. (Perpetual Spring), which it 


has been determined to establish since the 
Lion Head tribe of aborigines was awed 
intosubmission. Plans for the Magistracy 
were prepared so soon as this achievement 
was accomplished, and building materials 
were sent for, of which a part has now 
arrrived. Five hundred builders and 
labourers are to be brought over from 
Chinchew for the prosecution of the work. 


Nov. 18th.—(1) A decree, based on a 
memorial from Pao-yiin, President of the 
Board of Civil Office, and his colleagues, 
with reference to the recent complaint of 
undue severity on the part of a reviser 


* inations. 


of the essays handed in at the late exam- 
The errors pointed out by the 
reviser Liang Séng-pao are reported as 
having really existed ; but for the future, 
revisers are instructed to avoid the sem- 
blance of harshness and captious criticism, 
where no actual faults in composition 
occur. 

(2) Ts’ung-shih, acting military Governor 
of Shéng-king, reports the measures taken 
with reference to the tract of country on 
the Corean frontier, known as Ta Tung 


Kow RARE, with reference to which 


instructions were received in July last, in 
gw decree having special reference to the 
exactions levied by the banditti lately 
infesting that region on the squatters who 
have settled down upon it, in the shape of 
dues upon the timber they fell and the 
reeds they gather. The banditti having 
been exterminated by the recent operations 
of the field force directed against them, 
measures for introducing the coutrol of 
government over the squatters..in this 
region have become urgently necessary ; 
and, with this end in view, certain officials 
have been deputed to make enquiry and 
report. ‘hese functionaries have reported 
the establishment of an office at An-tsze 
Shan (Saddle Mountain), at which mea- 


" sures for bringing the land under the 


operation of the revenue system have 
already been set on foot. Inthe matter 
of duty on timber alone, a large number 
of purchasers having congregated at the 
approach of autumn, no less than seventy 
thousand strings of “small” cash have 
been collected ; whilst with reference to 
the assessment on lands, regulations 
adapted to the requirements of the case 
have been drafted. Temporary certificates 


_ have been issued to the actual occupiers 


of land, and so soon as the autumn 


‘ (harvest) is over, measurements will be 


yi 


proceeded with. If the arears are found 
to correspond with the claims presented, 
the collection of revenue according to 
the established rule will be instituted at 
once, beginning with next year. On noti- 
fication to this effect being issued to the 
people, they have welcomed the announce- 
ment ; and even where in some instances 
bad characters have sought to stir up dis- 
content, with a view to engrossing power 
in their own hands, the arrests which have 
been made have led them to desist from 
further attempts of the kind Already 
more than 6,000 cultivators have received 
temporary rental certificates on application 
to bring their lands under the revenue 
system, and upwards of 200,000 strings of 
“small” cash have been collected from 
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this source ; whilst from 60 to 70 per cent. 
of the total number of cultivators have yet 
to come forward. The Military Governor 
and his colleagues had no conception that 
the number of squatters on the lands beyond 
the border was so considerable ; but this 
being the case, it has been their object, during 
the recent campaign, to accompany severity 
against the brigands with gentle treatment 
to the deserving ; and the result has been 
the diffusion of great contentment among 
the population in question. A request 
has already been received from certain of 
the trading class for permission to build a 
permanent settlement at Sha-Ho-tsze, 
which may be taken as a proof that these 
people are open to ameliorating influences. 
The region beyond the boundary, how- 
ever, which forms the highway between 
China and Corea, demands special atten- 
tion, It was heretofore prescribed that a 
space of ten 4 in width should be left un- 
inhabited, but for many years past settlers 
have been encroaching on this space, until 
now there is scarcely any ground unoccu- 
pied. The land, having been long under 
cultivation, is too valuable tuits occupiers to 
admit of their being ejected, and a modifica- 
tion of the ancient regulations is proposed, 
aroadway of ten chang in width being dis- 
tinctly marked out and reserved against 
all future encroachment. The reed-beds it 
is proposed to survey with a view to assess- 
ment, so soon as the crop shall have been 
cut ; and it is estimated that, with the 
zealous efforts which are now to be used, 
in order to repair the consequences of 
long standing neglect, a revenue of some 
Tis. 100,000 may be obtained from tim- 
ber duties and taxes on the land and the 
reed-beds. It is thought advisable to pro- 
pose the establishment of two or three sub- 
prefects or district magistrates at various 
points, and also to station a superior officer, 
vested with military powers, at Féug 
Hwang Ch’éng. Details of the proposed 
arrangements, with a map and explan- 
atory notes, are handed in together with 
the memorial.—Referred by rescript for 
consideration by the proper Board. 

Nov. 19th.—(1) A decree, in reply toa 
memorial from T’s’én Yii-ying, Governor of 
Yunnan, requesting the Imperial commands 
for the punishment of an official who had 
shaved his head, contrary to law, during 
the period of mourning for the death of 
the late Emperor, and also of the indivi- 
dual who headed a mob to attack him.— 
(See Gazette of Oct. 24th.) The assistant 
Magistrate who committed the breach of 
decorum in question is pronounced, equally 
with the graduate who, in sit sfaction of 
an old grudge, hounded a mob on against 
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him, to have acted with entire disregard 
for the law ; but, in consideration of his 
being subject to fits of insanity, he is ex- 
empted from capital punishment in con- 
formity with a precedent in the reign of 
Kia K’ing, and his punishment is com 
muted as an act of grace to banishment tothe 
north-west frontier (Sungaria), to expiate 
there his offence by exertions in the public 
service The other culprit is sentenced 
to transportation into penal servitude on 
one of the nearer frontiers. 

(2) Ting-pao, Taotai of the Hing-Ts’tian- 
Yung Intendancy in Fuhkien, and acting 
Judicial Commissioner of the Province, 
memorializes reporting his having taken 
the seal of office as temporary incumbent 
of the post, on the departure of the Judi- 
cial Commissioner Kwoh Sung-tao, when 
relieved of his office. The memorialist, in 
reciting his antecedents, reports himself as 
having been promoted from the rank of 
junior Secretary to the Board of Revenue 
and Secretary in the Yamén of Foreign 
Affairs, to the post of Taotai in Fuhkien. 

Nov. 20th,—(1) A decree, appointing 


Ting Sze-pin J HK to the post of 
Taotai of the Eastern Intendancy of the 
province of Yiinuan. . 
(2) The Governor of Shantung memorial- 
izes with reference to the collection of 
duties at the Custom-House at Lin-ts’ing 
Chow, a report upon which, for the twelve 
months ending on the 20th March last, has 
been received from the department Magis- 
trate, who is ex-ofticio Collector of Customs 
at this point. The fixed annual amvuunt 
which should by regulation be yielded is 
Tis. 29,684, beside 'I'ls. 7,692.3.1.3, to be 
levied on cargoes of copper, and Tls. 11,000 
under the head of *‘ increment,” or supple- 
mentary levy. The actual collection for 
the period in question, levied upon mer- 
chandize, junk-building materials, and 
grain, was Tis, 24,919. An amount of 
Tis, 762.5.¥.1 represents the total sum of 
duty, exemption from which was granted 
under instructions in favour of grain for 
military supplies for the province of 
Chihli. ‘The reason for the deficiency in 
the collection of revenue is accounted for 
as follows :—The chief dependence of the 
Custom-House for its sources of revenue 
is on the trade carried on upon the rivers 
Wén and Wei. Since the Yellow River 
broke its way across the Canal, the mouth 
of the Canal at Chang-ts’iu is silted up to 
such an extent as to render navigation 
impossible except at the season of the 
summer freshets, and this only during a 
short period. As for the channel of the 
Wén (flowing from the eastern part of 
Shantung into the Canal), its flow has 
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heen entirely swept away by the Yellow 
River, sv that it is no longer available for 
navigation. All that remains is the river Wei 


fey FT (which joins the Canal at Lin- 


ts’ing), and even in respect of this strexm, 
owing to the silting up of its bed, the 
dealers who bring tea, tobacco, and other 
merchandize from the South have of late 
years preferred for the most part to ship 
their goods by steamer from Hankow. 
‘There only remains a petty local traffic on 
which to collect revenne. lt is further- 
more to be noted that owing to the likin 
barriers which are placed at different 
points on the upper course of the river, 
the majority of traders resort to circuitous 
routes by Jand, in the dread of having to 
submit to repeated levies on the regular 
line of traffic. The reason why a com- 
paratively flourishing collection was made 
in 1871 and 1872 at this point was that, in 
consequence of the floods in Chibli, 
merchants from Honan and Shantung 
sought a profitable market for their 
goods in the afflicted province during 
the years abovenamed ; but this excep- 
tional trade has since then come to an 
end. The same causes explain the falling 
off in the collection of the duty at Lin- 
te’ing on behalf of the Board of Works, 
which is entitled to an annual revenue 
from this point of Tis. 8,372. The actual 
collection was Tls. 3,145. 

(3) A decree of the two Empresses, con- 
ferring a long list of rewards and decora- 
tions upon the officials who have exerted 
themselves in connection with the mau- 
seleum in process of construction for their 
Majesties at P’u-siang Yi, in the Eastern 
Hills. 

Nov. 21st.—(1) A decree, similar to 
that of the 20th inst., conferring rewards 
and decorations in connection with the 
superintendence of the mausoleum works 
at P’u-t’o Yi, in the Eastern Hills. 

(2) A decree appointing Ki-ho as chief 
and Ulahits’ungah as assistant envoy on 8 
mission to Corea, for the purpose of con- 
ferring a patent of investiture upon the 


heir-apparent to the Throne Hie. 


(N.B.)—It is understood that a mission 
arrived in Peking about six weeks ago, 
bringing a request from the young King 
that his son, a child of obout six years old, 
might receive the customary patent of in- 
veatiture, and be thus recognized as his 
heir.) 

Nov. 22nd.—Ts’ung-shih, acting Mili- 
tary Governor of Shéng-king, memorializes 
reporting a successful expedition against 
the lawless goldhunters on the eastern 
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frontier, beyond the palisade to the east- 


ward of Hingking. He explains that it is 
not only in the province of Kirin that bands 
of gold diggers are in the habit of gather- 
ing together, but, on the contrary, such 
lawless assemblages have been of constant 
occurrence along the entire eastern border. 
The locality now in question, the country 


adjacent to the river Hwén W471, 


beyond the Wang-ts’ing gate in the fron- 
tier palisade, has long been a resort for 
bands of desperadoes, attracted by the 
gold discovered there. The numbers of 
these outlaws have increased of late years, 
and as the yield of metal has progressively 
diminished, they have time after time 
crossed the river and committed ravages 
among the frontier settlements, Their 
outrages becoming more extended, mea- 
sures have lately been taken for their sup- 
pression, and in September last a small 
force was sent to attack them in their 
haunts. Having driven the outlaws 
from their retreats on the frontier, 
the troops pursued them across the 
river, and after destroying the fastness at 
Miao-urh K’ow, where they have held 
their head-quarters for many years, over- 
took and routed them with much slaughter, 
at the ‘fifth? and ‘‘eighth” rivers. Up- 
wards of one hundred of the desperadoes 
were slain, some ten or twelve were taken 
prisoner, and spoil, consisting of 24 horses, 
13 gingals, 6 foreign muskets, and 20 
carbines, beside flags, ammunition, &c., 
fell into the hands of the victorious troops, 
Pursuit was maintained up to the borders 
of the dense forest which, according to the 
denizens of the locality, extends for eighty 
or ninety li without a single inhabitant, 
terminating at the foot of the Mao-urh 
range of mountains, not far from the river 
Sungari. Credit is taken for the pacitica- 
tion of the eastern border, almost im- 
mediately following upon that of the 
Southern frontier region (as reported in 
the Gazette of the 18th inst,), and rewards 
are besought on behalf of the successful 
leaders of the expedition. No louss is 
mentioned as having been sustained. 

Nov. 23rd.—Yang Yoh-pin, Inspector- 
General of the Yangtsze naval f«rces 
(formerly Governor-General of Shensi and 
Kansuh), memorializes reporting the re- 
sults of his inspection of the lower course 
of the rivor, and of the approaches to 
Wuaung. At the time of his audience of 
leave on the 12th of May last, he received 
Imperial commands to draw up and for- 
ward for inspection a chart of the whole 
course of the river; and he now has to 
state that after holding a consultation at 
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the end of August last with his colleague 
P’éng Yii-lin at Hu K’ow, he proceeded 
toward Shanghai. The General of the 
Kiang-nan forces, Li Ch’ao-pin, and the 
three Brigadier-Generals of Ts’ung-ming, 
Fuh-shan, and Lang-shan happening to be 
at the same time making a tour of inspec- 
tion, a rendezvous was effected with these 
officers, and the party visited Ts’ung-ming, 
from which point they undertook a com- 
plete inspection of the inner waters, in- 
cluding various points at the entrance to 
the Hwang-p’u. All the topographical 
features of this traet of country were 
closely examined, after which the party 
returned up stream, scrutinizing in detail 
the channels, creeks, islands, and strate- 
gical points along the course of the river. 
At the same time the various naval stations 
and posts were passed under review. 
Weakly and inefficient men were ordered 
to be dismissed or exchanged, and rewarda 
were bestowed on the well drilled and 
skilful. More than a thousand li of river 
have been now examined; and after 
sending off the present memorial fiom 
Wu-hu, the inspection will be continued 
higher up the course vf the river. When 
the entire survey has been completed, the 
map called for will be transmitted for the 
Imperial perusal. 

Nov. 24th.—(1) A decree conferring 
upon the Manchu president of the Board 
of War, Kwang-show ; the president of the 
Conscrate, King-lien ; the vice-president of 
the Beard of Civil Office, P’éng-kiu-yti ; 
and a Manchu Lieutenant-general named 
Hing-lin, the privilege of riding on horse- 
back within the walls of the palace-city. 

(2) Ting Pao-chéng, Governor of Shan- 
tung, memorializes respecting the allow- 
ance which the regulations provide on 
behalf of criminals whilat’under sentence of 
transportation to military and penal servi- 
tude. The amount to which each prisoner 
is by law entitled is 12 cash per diem 
(about one halfpenny), to be advanced by 
the district magistrates concerned, and 
brought into their annual accounts at the 
respective quarterly rates of exchange for 
silver. At the commencement of winter, 
moreover, each prisoner is entitled ta 
receive a cotton-wadded jacket aud pair of 
trousers, for the cust of which articles the 
sum of four mace is allowed. The above 
payments are chargeable to the extra 
assessment on account of ‘ meltage fee” 
in addition to the ordinary Jand tax. In 
1859, however, orders were received to re- 
duce the amounts above-named hy one- 
fifth, leaving a very trifling sum to be 
issued ; and as prisoners under these cir- 
cumstances run inconvenient risk of being 
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starved and frozen, the Governor some 
time ago addressed the Board requesting 
that the deduction be waived for the 
future. The Board replied, desiring the 
Governor himself to memorialize the 
Throne on the subject, and he now ac- 
cordingly submits a proposal that reckon- 
fing from and after the third quarter of 
last year, the full regulation amount of 
allowance as above stated may be sanc- 
tioned.—Granted by rescript. 

Nov. 25th.—Wu T’ang, Governor-Gene- 
ral of Szech’wan, memorializes with refer- 
ence to the transfer of a district magistrate, 
who is pronounced unfitted for his present 
post, to another office, of which the incum- 
bent exchanges with him. ‘The district of 


P'ng-shuei YF 7K in the Yoo-yang Py 


department, situated on the borders of 
Kweichow, and inhabited by a population 
much addicted to turbulence, is one in 
which of late, owing to the intermingling 
of “converts” and ‘‘ordinary subjects,” 
the onerous nature of the affairs of govern- 
ment has been continually growing more 
pronounced. The difficulty of administra- 
tion has furthermore been enhanced by 
the number of disbanded braves from 
Kweichow who infest the district. The 
inagistrate, Kang-yii by name, 68 years of 
age, is a member of one of the Mongol 
banners, who from the rank of government- 
writer was promoted in the third year of 
Hien Féng (1853) to the rank of district 
magistrate in Szech’wan. In the sixth 
year (? of T’ung Che=1867) he took office 
as magistrate of P’éng-shuei, and it must 
be said of him that his constitution is still 
robust and that he discharges his duties 
with assiduity. Still, as dealing with the 
questions that arise between the ‘‘ ordinary 
people” and the ‘‘converts” is not his 
strong point, he is not altogether adapted 
to his present post ; and the magistrate at 
present in charge of the Sin-fan dis- 


trict, named Chang Wén-chén be ND, 


a native of An-hwei, 46 years of age, who 
has been promoted to his present rank for 
services with the army, is selected as a 
more suitable incumbent. Kang-yii will 
consequently exchange with him, if the 
Imperial assent be given.—Rescript : Let 
the Board of Civil Office consider and 
report. (N.B.—The broad distinction 


between Fk min or the people at large, 
and kiao, the converts to Roman 


Catholicism, has now been for some years 
incorporated in official phraseology. It 
was first brought prominently into notice 
in the memorials and decrees published at 
the time of the Tientsin Massacre.) 
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(2) The acting Governor of Honan 
reports the apprehension of an impostor 
who succeeded not long ago in swindling 
the provincial government out of a sum of 
Tis. 12,000. This individual, whose real 
name was Tu Hiv-pin, but who passed 
under a couple of aliases, having served 
for some time as a volunteer with the 
forces in Kansuh, had frequently obtained 
sight of the various seals in use, and had 
moreover in his possession a number of 
old official envelopes. Forging a seal 
purporting to be that of General Kin-shun, 
he addressed a despatch to the late 
Governor of Honan, in which he repre- 
sented himself asa Department Magistrate 
sent to apply for funds, which were 
urgently required to pay off an advance 
of Tls. 12,000, and as his credentials 
appeared to be in order, he was paid the 
money. The fraud being subsequently 
detected, pursuit was set on foot, and he 
was traced to Shantung, where he was 
arrested and the money recovered. He 
has been summarily executed. 


Nov. 26th.—(1) A Decree. Liang Séng- 
pao, Vice-President of the Court of 
Literary Record, has memorialized stating 
that his complaint gives no hope of speedy 
recovery, and asking leave to resign his 
post. Let him resign his post and attend 
to the care of his health. (N.B.—Liang 
Séng-pao, who thus retires into private 
life, is the literary reviser whose unjusti- 
fiable harshness has lately been exposed 
and censured.) 


(2) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General of 
Chihli, reports a rising and escape from 
the prison at Pao-ting Fu, on the part of a 
number of prisoners. The Prefectural jail 
in that city is situated at some distance 
from the Prefect’s yamén, and contained 
in October last 68 prisoners. At about 
2 a.m. on the 24th October, twenty of the 
prisoners broke down the bars of their 
cage, knocked off their fetters, killed two 
and wounded four of the warders, and 
broke out of confinement. Thirteen of 
the fugitives were subsequently recaptured. 
—Rescript ordering these men to be 
executed, published on 12th inst.) 

(3) Li Hung-chang further memorializes 
to the effect that the river Peiho 


At ji Fy, owing to the number of its 


afflueuts and its strong current, is parti- 
cularly liable to overflow, the only means 
of guarding against which were the two 
channels of deviation at Wang-kia-wu 
and Kw’ang-urh Kiang (the first named of 
which appears to have had its point of 
junction with the east bank of the Peiho 
near Ho-si Wu.) The last-named channel 
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having fallen into disuse since 1848, the 
two adjacent districts of Wu-ts’ing and 
Pao-ti have suffered in consequence from 
annual inundations. The Guvernor-Gen- 
eral having caused repeated surveys to be 
held, has found that the old channels are 
so filled up as to be no longer of any use ; 
and he has consequently caused a new 
canal, forty odd li in length, to be dug, 
adapted to the eastward inclination of the 
river, from Chu-kia Mat’ow to the Ta Ho 
lagoon, whence it communicates with the 
sea. Kewards are applied for on behalf 
of the officials engaged in the execution of 
this work, (N.B.—The new canal opens 
from the Peiho between Yang-ts’un and 
Ts’ai-ts’un, and runs into the lagoon 
called by residents at Tientsin the “ French 
Marsh,” a little to the eastward of the 
Peiho.) 

Nov. 27th.—(1) A decree referring to 
the report heretofore received from Hu 
Jui-lan, the Literary Chancellor of Cheh- 
kiang, respecting his enquiry as special 
Commissioner into the case of a murder 
committed by an unfaithful wife, and 
further to the memorial subsequently 
presented by the Censor Pien Pao-ts’iian, 
raising objections to the statements made 
in the report in question. A memorial 
has now been received from the Board of 
Punishments, stating that on examination 
of the case as referred to it, the Board 
finds a very great discrepancy between 
the depositions now forwarded and the 
original record of the case. A new trial 
is consequently recommended. HuJui-lan 
is hereupon directed, in the interest of 
.justice, to cause the parties to this case 
to be brought before him again, and to 
institute a searching examination into the 
particulars in which the depositions, first 
and last, are at variance with each other. 
He is strictly bidden to avoid either 
injustice or undue leniency, and to make 
it his one aim to arrive at the exact 
truth and to let the sentence pronounced 
be such as the facts require. Not the 
slightest approach to equivocation or 
attempt at palliation is to be indulged in. 
A report in detail is to be forwarded and 
sentence duly submitted. 

(2) Pao-yiin, President of the Board of 
Civil Office, and Mao Ch‘ang-hi, President 
of the Board of War, jointly report the 
result of their enquiry into the case of 
K’i-sti, the Secretary to the Board of 
Revenue, who was denounced by a Censor 
in June last for corrupt and irregular 
conduct. (‘I'he memorial occupies the 
greater part of this and the following day’s 
Gazette.) With reference to the charge of 
unauthorized action in connection with 
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the auditing of certain accounts from 
Kwangtung, it appears that the auditing 
of Customs’ accounts is allotted by 
regulation to the Kweichow department 
of the Board. The arrangements instituted 
in 1872, for the addition of a Customs’ 
collectorate at the Capsing Moon (near 
Hongkong) were laid before the Throne 
in a joint memorial from the Yamén of 
Foreign Affairs and the Board of Revenue. 
It was proposed that the Governor-General 
of the Two Kwang and his colleagues 
should be directed to levy the duty of 
Tsels 30 in addition to the likin tax of 
Taels 16 per picul, which had previously 
been imposed on opium and collected at 
the Capsing Moon station. The memorial 
drafted by the Board of Revenue, and 
joined in by the Yamén of Foreign 
Affairs, received the Imperial assent on 
the 4th February, 1871; and when in 
1874 the accounts for the first year’s 
collection were sent up, the incriminated 
Secretary teok it upon himself to audit 
them, no communication being made to the 
Yamén of Foreign Affairs on the subject. 
The enquiry leads to the discovery that 
K’i-si_ was only acting in obedience 
to arecent regulation in assuming for his 
own departinent the duty of auditing these 
accounts; and ‘although the Yamén of 
Foreign Affairs has no trace in its archives 
of any despatch from the Board of Revenue 
on the subject, the correspoudence register 
of the Board shews that one was prepared 
and ought to have been sent, The clerk 
in charge of this register died last year, 
and it is consequently impossible to ascer- 
tain the full particulars ; but a superior 
clerk whose duty it should have been tu 
see that the despatch was properly sent 
out has now been dismissed for his negli- 
gence. The majority of the charges brought 
against K’i-sii are similarly disposed of, 
though he is in some cases pronounced 
guilty of arrogating authority to himself. 
(For rescript see Gazette of 12th inst.) 

Nov. 28th.—This day’s Gazette is wholly 
occupied with the above memorial. 

Nov. 29th.—(1) A decree in reply toa 
memorial from the Censor Mei K’i-hi, 
who has requested that the privilege of 
purchasing peacock-feather distinctions and 
permission to await selection for other 
posts while holding substantive appoint- 
ments, be now abolished.—Rescript : Let 
the Buard consider and report. 

(2) A decree in reply to afarther memo- 
rial from the same Censor, who has re- 
quested a stringent prohibition against 
sumptuary extravagance, in defiance of 
rule, on the part of the people at large. 
The Board of Ceremonies has heretofore 
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printed and promulgated such extracts 
from the Canon of Lustitutes and the 
Ritual as concern the ceremonials which 
should be practised among the people on 
occasions of festivity or mourning ; but 
habits of extravagance, derived from long- 
standing custom, it is to be feared, may 
nevertheless prevail. The high authorities 
throughout the Empire are now command- 
ed to issue proclamations embodying the 
regulations heretofore promulgated by the 
Board. Any acts of wilful disobedience 
are to be repressed by the local officials, in 
order to encouraye habits of thrift and to 
do away with indulgence in extravagance. 

Nov. 30th.—(Court Circular). The ex- 
pectant Vice-President Kwoh Sung-tao (the 
envoy-designate to Great Britain) arrived 
at Peking, and presented his respects, 
He had audience. 

The whole of this day’s Gazette is occu- 
pied with the memorial from Hu Jui-lan, 
the Literary Examiner of the Province of 
Chehkiany, furnishing the result of his 
judicial investiyation into the case of mur- 
der of Koh P’in-lien by his wife, asa 
consequence of her adulterous connection 
with a Kijén graduate named Yang Nai- 
wu, which the memorialist waa specially 
commissioned to undertake when the pre- 
vious judgment on the part of the pro- 
vincial authorities was appealed against at 
Peking. ‘Ihe facts of the case appear to 
be as follows :—Koh P’in-lien was himself 
agraduate of the Aiijéu devree, but was 
employed as an assistant ina bean-curdshop 
at Yii-hang, of which place all the par- 
ties to the case were natives. Yang 
Nai-wu having part of a house to let, Koh 
and his newly-married wife moved into it 
temporarily in 1872; avd Yany availed 
himself of his proximity to establish an 
illicit intercourse with the wife, whom he 
irritated against her husband by dwelling 
upon the indignity of his walk in life. The 
woman finally consented to rid hers-lf of 
her husband by poison, under promise 
that Yang would afterwards marry her, and 
in any case hold her harmless. When re- 
turning from the examinations at Hang- 
chew in 1873, he bought at a certain 
druggist’s shop a quantity of arsenic, under 
the false pretext of requiring it to poison 
rats, and yave it secretly on the 24th 
November to Koh’s wife. On the 28th of 
the same month, Koh having desired the 
woman to make him a decoction of dried 
lungan and ginseng, which he was in the 
habit of taking for attacks of gout, she 
seized the opportunity of mixing the 
poison with this draught, and after taking 
it, Koh was seized with deadly vomiting, 
of which he shortly afterwards died. His 
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mother, having occasion to suspect foul 
play, reported the case to the Maygistracy, 
and on an inquest being held, death from 
poison was proved. The wife upon this 
confessed that she had poisoned her 
husband at the instigation of her paramour 
Yang, and the parties were hereupon con- 
fronted. Yang denied the charge, and 
brought forward persons to prove that 
he had not commenced his journey back 
to Yii-yang until the 24th November, 
in order to upset the charge of having 
purchased the arsenic on that day. Num- 
erous attempts were made, both in the 
province and at Peking, to disconnect him 
from the affair, but the judgment now 
submitted is that the woman be sliced to 
death (ling ch’e) under the statute providing 
this penalty in cases of the present kind ; 
that Yang Nai-wu, under the statute pro- 
viding for the case of a paramour who 
instigates a woman to murder her husband, 
be decapitated summarily after sentence 
pronounced ; that the druggist by whom 
the arsenic was sould receive eighty blows 
under the statute providing this penalty 
in the case of persons who, in greed of 
gain, sell a poison without enquiry into 
the anteceden's of the purchaser, and thus 
contribute to the taking of life; and that 
other minor punishments be inflicted upon 
individuals concerned in the later com- 
plications of the case. 

Dec. 1st.—(1) A Decree. Let Kwoh 
Sung-tao become acting Vice-President of 
the Board of War. Yin Chav-yung need 
not continue to hold this appointment in 
addition to hisown, Let Kwoh Sung-tao 
also become a member of the Yamén of 
Foreign Affairs, 

(2) Hu Jui-lan, Literary Examiner of 
Chehkiang, mem orializes with reference to 
an abuse he has discovered to be prevalent 
in framing the records of judicial pro- 
ceedings. It constantly happens, he repre- 
sents, that complainants, when lodging 
their accusations in cases of murder or 
robbery before the Courts, omit to state 
the full particulars or the entire truth, 
either through being imperfectly informed 
at the time or else with intentional evasion. 
When the cave comes to be judicially 
investigated aud reported ujon, and dis- 
crepancy shews itself between the deposi- 
tions and the original act of accusation, 
the Courts are in the habit of tampering 
with the form of the original charge, in 
order to escape disapproval by the auperior 
tribunals. An instance of this kind occur- 
red in the case of murder of a husband, 
which Hu Jui-lan has lately been commis- 
sioned to investigate: and he solicits a 
decree enjoining that heuceforward a copy 
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of the original petition shall be annexed to 
the proceedings in all cases in which dis- 
crepancy of the kind referred to may occur, 
—For rescript see Gazette of Nov. 13th. 

(3) Hu Jui-lan further memorializes 
with respect to the case of Chih-wén, a 
Manchu sub-Prefect in Chehkiang, whose 
appeal he had been commissioned to inves- 
tigate. Ohih-wén had protested against 
his dismissal from the public service in 
consequence of the verdict recorded against 
him by the Governor, in his report at 


the last triennial scrutiny (* ah of the 


civilian officials (below the rank of Prefect) 
within his jurisdiction. Having learned 
that he had been placed in the category 
of pijwan (or ‘‘inefficients,”) he had 
sought an interview with the Financial 
Commissioner, to ask an explanation, but 
nothing could be alleged against him, and 
he was repeatedly employed on different 
services. Asa result of the enquiry now 
instituted, Hu Jui-lan confirms the action 
of the high provincial officials, who are 
not bound by regulation, he points out, to 
give their reasons for claasifying any one 
of their subordinates in either of the six 
categories of au unfavourable kind into 
which the trieunial reports are divided ; 
and he proceeds to describe the short- 
comings which justify the account rendered 
of the present appellant.—A resoript con- 
firming the sentence of dismissal has 
already been published. 

Dec. 2ud.—(1) The Court of Censorate 
forward an appeal presented by a Mongol 
woman belonging to the Hao-han banner 
at Jehho, who complains that her husband 
was murdered and her house pillaged by a 
band of her fellow-villagers in October, 
1869. She recognized several of the men 
at the time, and complained to the lieuten- 
ant of the local military post, who, how- 
ever, shared the plunder with the robbers 
and took no steps for their apprehension. 
Appellant finally lodged a complaint at 
the district Magistracy, whereupon the 
men were arrested and put on trial. They 
confessed the crime ; but Lieutenant Chang 
has contrived by certain occult means to 
have their names altered and to mitigate 
their confinement. He and one of the 
ringleaders have moreover spread the 
warning abroad that if appellant should 
make any farther appeal, she and her 
whole household shall be destroyed. She 
has presented petitions six times to the 
local Prefect, and five times at the yaméu 
of Constabulary, without being granted a 
hearing.—Referred in the usual manner. 

(2) The Censor Pien Pao-ts’tian memo- 
lizes attacking Hu Jui-lan, Literary 
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* chao. 


Examiner of Chehkiang, in connectien with 
his recent report of hia judicial re-investi- 
gation of the murder of Koh P’in-lien by 
his wife. Adverse comments, he states, 
have been in circulation for some time 
past, before the appearance of the decree 
announcing Hu Jui-lan’s report. It has 


‘ peen bruited about that the Literary 


Examiner is on excellent terms with the 
Governor of Chehkiang, and while affecting 
outwardly an appearance of stern integrity, 
he isin reality guided by partial considera- 
tions. Far from giving judgment in the mat- 
ter as equity demands, it was prophesied 
he would be sure to uphold the sentence 
previously delivered. These suppositions 
are now found to tally with the memorial 
which is acknowledged in the recent 
decree. The Censor, while avowing his 
own inability to declare whether Yan 

Nai-wu has been unjustly dealt with, an 

whether there has been undue action with 
a view to screen the Courts which originally 
dealt with the question, remarks that it 
has become a matter of wellnigh invariable 
precedent that no provincial judgment 
should ever be disturbed on appeal to 
Peking. Hu Jui-lan, moreover, as Literary 
Examiner of Chehkiang, could do no 
otherwise when charged with this enquiry, 
than act through the very provincial 
officials who were previously concerned in 
the case. His position was different from 
that of a High Commissioner attended by 
his own staff Entreaty is therefore made 
that a fresh trial be ordered to be 
undertaken by the Board of Punishments. 
—For rescripts see Gazettes of Nov. 15th 
and 27th. 

Deo. 3rd.—(1) A Decree. The Board 
of Civil Office has memorialized us report- 
ing their decision in the case of Liu Yoh- 
The Governor-General of Yiinnan 
and Kweichow, Liu Yoh-chao, having 
arbitrarily indulged in delay after repurt- 
ing his departure on his return to his post, 
has been guilty of undeniable neglect of 
duty. We decree that, as the Board has 
proposed, he be forthwith stripped of his 
rank. 

(2) A Decree. Let Liu Ch’ang-yeo 
succeed to the post of Governor-General 
of Yiiunan and Kweichow. Let Yen Shu- 
shén succeed him as Governor of Kwangsi. 

(3) A Decree. Let Yang Chung-ya suc- 
ceed to the post of Financial Commissioner 
of Kwangsi. Let Ch’éng Ting-k’ang suc- 
ceed to the post of Judicial Commissioner 
of Kansuh. 

(4) Tao-yiin and his colleagues memori- 
alize with reference to the case of the 
literary reviser Liang Séng-pao, whose 
unjustifiable harshness in criticiam has 
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been attacked by the Censor Chow Shu- 
shéng. (See Gazette of November 18th.) 
Dec. 4th—(1 and 2.) Decrees appoint- 
ing Liu Kin-t’ang to be Taotai of the Kan- 
Liang Circuit in Kansuh, and Ch’én I to 
be Prefect of K’tih-tsing Fu in Yiinnan. 
(3) The Censor Li T’ing-siang memori- 
alizes impeaching Liu Yoh-chao, Governor 
General of Yiinnan and Kweichow, for 
arbitrarily delaying his return to his post, 
his conduct approximating, it is observed, 
’ to an attempt at imposition. An officer of 
so high a rank, it is farther remarked, has 
duties of the most serious nature incumbent 
upon him, and is not sole master of his 
own movements. Lin Yoh-chao, indivi- 
dually considered, has risen to his present 
- dignity from the position of asimple soldier, 
and possesses neither the talent of com- 
mand nor strategical ability. Honoured 
as he has been by advancement and 
Imperial distinctions, he ought to have 
devoted himself altogether to efforts in 
return for such favours. Yet, after taking 
leave of His Majesty in the fifth moon of 
last year, and requesting a congé whilst 
proceeding to his post by way of Hunan, 
it was only in the fifth moon of the present 
year that he reported himself as having set 
out again for Yiinnan. It cannot be said 
that the leave of absence he enjoyed was 
a short one; but, whilst no one has heard 
of his applying for any extension of 
his congé, he has nevertheless allowed 
himself to linger in the neighbourhood of 
Ch’ang-téh, and has waited until the 9th 
moon before setting out on his journey. 
At a time like the present, when trouble is 
impending in Yiinnan, can an officer, how- 
ever much he may have enjoyed the 
favour and indulgence of his Sovereign, 
fail under such circumstances to be pene- 
trated inwardly with a sense of shame? 
The Censor requests that a severe penalty 
be inflicted on the delinquent, as a warn- 
ing against neglect of duty. (See Gazette 
of Nov. 17th and 3rd Dec.) 

(4) The Governor-General of Szech’wan 
memorializes requesting sanction to the 
levy of (forced) contributions from the tax- 
payers of the province, on the score of 
financial exigency.. He represents that 
the annual revenue, as fixed by regulation, 
from land tax, salt gabelle, and Customs’ 
duties, has in past years habitually fallen 
short of the liabilities of the provincial 
treasury, whilst, since outbreak of the 
rebellion, financial necessities having daily 
increased, there has been no alternative but 
to resort to the system of sale of titles and of 
the levy of likin tax. Of late, the receipts 
from likin, both on ordiuary merchandize 
and on salt, have largely diminished ; 
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whilst at the same time a summary of the 
amounts to be transmitted elsewhere or 
expended within the province gives the 
following statement of liabilities: For the 
pay and allowances of the Manchu and 
Chinese troops in the province, and of the 
military colonists on the Tibetan border, 
miscellaneous wages, posting expenses, etc., 
a total outlay of Taels 1,500,000 is required. 
In addition to this, there are upwards of 
Tis. 700,000 called for in the shape of 
subsidies for Peking, for the drilled troops 
in Chihli, public works, Imperial manu- 
factories, and other items, All these are 
requirements of the most pressing nature, 
admitting no delay. Other subsidies have 
farther been ordered on behalf of cvast 
defence in Chihli, the Yellow River works 
in Shangtung, which, with advances for 
copper mining in Yiinnan, the pay of the 
bodies of troops maintained on the frontier 
districts of the province, and of other 
special military forces, amount to between 
8 and 900,000 Taels. Over and above this 
are the military subsidies ordered on behalf 
of Yiinnan and Kansuh, the amount which 
has to be repaid: to Shantung for advances 
made to the government of Kweichow, the 
monthly payments to the military chests 
of the generals Kin Shun and Ming Ch‘un, 
in Sungaria, etc. etc., which make up a 
atill larger total ; and with all these urgent 
requirements pressed upon the provincial 
government, all that can be done is to pay 
as much as possible pro rata, with due 
regard to the public interest. All receipts 
from the sale of titles and the likin tax 
are disburscd as fast as paid in; and 
notwithstanding every available source of 
income, there is nevertheless an amount 
of liability for the year of upwards of 
Tls. 1,000,000, in excess of means where- 
with to meet it. The high provincial 
authorities, after taking the state of affairs 
into consideration, can devise no ‘other 
resource than that of calling upon the 
notables and people generally, in con- 
formity with earlier precedent, to undertake 
a contribution in supply of the public 
needs, It has to be observed that both 
the spring and autumn harvests have this 
year been abundant, and that, notwith- 
standing some excess of rain during the 
summer, no great amount of injury has 
been caused. A decree is solicited, com- 
manding the wealthy proprietors and tax- 
payers throughout the province to con- 
tribute according to their means, the 
amount of contribution to be based accord- 
ing to former precedent, upon that of the 
landtax paid by each individual. In cases 
where lesser proprietors may have itin 
their power to pay no more than a few 
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taels or a score or two of taels of silver, 
such amounts being too small to entitle 
them to individual reward, the payment 
should nevertheless be accepted, in order 
that no check be opposed to their feeling 
of loyal devotion. A statement of the 
total of such amounts should, at the same 
time, be handed in, with a view to obtain- 
ing boons in the shape of additional degrees 
to be granted at the examinations. The 
Jowest class of proprietors should be wholly 
exampted from contributing. This plan 
having been laid before the Governor- 
General by his subordinates, he submits 
it to the Throne, observing that the people 
of Szech’wan have benefited not a little of 
late years from the reduction in the forces 
of irregulars, the abolition of forced ser- 
vice on behalf of the army, and reduc- 
tions in the courier service, and that 
they may therefore well be called upon to 
contribute from their means at this moment 
of financial pressure.—Resc:ipt : Let steps 
be taken as is proposed, the lowest class 
vf proprietors being exempted from all 
contribution. Let the Governor-General 
maintain at the same time a constant 
watchfulness to guard against extortionate 
demands under any pretext. Let the Board 
take note. ‘ 

Dec. 5th.—(Court Circular.) Jén Tao- 
jung, Judicial Commissioner of Kiangsi, 
paid his respects on arriva] at Peking, and 
had audience. 

(1) A decree, Tso Tsung-t’ang has 
memorialised requesting that Liu Kin-t’ang 
be appointed Taotai of Si-ning Intendancy. 
Let him therefore be transferred to this 

ost ; and let T’ieh-shan succeed to the 
ntendancy of the Kan-tiang circuit. (See 
yesterday’s Gazette.) 

(2) A decree appointing Yang Shu-hiang 
to be assistant Civil Governor of Féng- 
t’ien, and at the same time Literary 
Examiner for the province. 

(3) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General of 
Chihli, reports the rehearing of an appeal 
case referred from Peking. A woman 
living at Jehho, named Yang Yii-she, and 
others, had despatched a petition to the 
capital, complaining of the murder of Yang 
Yii-she’s husband, and other acts of 
murder and robbery, by criminals named 
Lai Tsung and others, at the instigation of 
one Li Hwa-lung. Jt appears that this 
man headed a band of desperadoes, who 
combined in 1870 to attack and rob the 
dwellings of some wealthy Mahommedan 
families near Jehho, Complainant’s hus- 
band was murdered in this attack, and 
Li Hwa-lung was subsequently killed in 
an affray ‘with the armed party which went 
in pursuit of the robbers, Another of the 
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band, named Sun T’ai, organized with 
Liu Tsung-lai a fresh attack in 1873, in 
revenge for the losses previously inflicted 
on them, and committed several murders 
under circumstances of frightful barbarity. 
Three of the ringleaders having been cap- 
tured, their punishment was delayed 
through their refusing to make full con- 
fession, and hence the late appeal. ‘he | 
hap arg having been brought to Pao-ting 

u for trial, their guilt is established, and 
they are sentenced to immediate execution. 

Dec. 6th.—(L) A decree referring to a 
previous decree, in which Ts’én Yi-ying, 
Governor of Yiinnan, asked for the 
addition in perpetuity of ten civil and 
ten military decrees to the number 
awarded at each triennial examination 
in the province, as a recompense for 
the contributions raised on behalf of 
Government during the rebellion. This 
application was not acceded to, a single 
additional batch of twenty degrees, both 
civil and military, being granted in 
its stead; but the Governor having now 
reitera'ed his request, and pointed to the 
fact that more than Tis. 10,000,000 were 
raised by contributions in the province, 
his original proposition is now granted. 

(2) A decree cashiering a colonel named 
Li T’ang-siu, who has been denounced by 
the Governor of Yiinnan for riotous con- 
duct, while applying to the administrative 
Board of the province for arrears of pay 
due to his force of irregulars. It is ordered 
that he be sent back in custody to his 
native province, Hunan, and placed under 
the surveillance of the local authorities. 

(3 and 4) Memorials from the Princes of 
Tun and Ch’un, soliciting rewards for the 
ofticials who have exerted themselves in 
connection with the Imperial Mausolea in 
process of construction. 

Dec. 7th.—(Court Circular.) The Finan- 
cial Commissioner of Kwangtung, Yang 
K’ing-lin, had audience of leave, and 
applied for two months’ congé, 

(1) A Decree. The Vice-President 
Ch’ung-how has memorialized representing 
that the number of candidates at the liter- 
ary examinations throughout the Empire 
is continually on the increase, and request- 
ing that an additional number of examining 
officers be appointed in different provinces, 
Let the Board of Ceremonies consider and 
report. 

(2) The Court of Censorate forwards a 
complaint lodged’ by a titular graduate of 
the province of Honan, exposing divers 
acts of rapacity and oppression on the part 
of the Magistrate of the Ling-pao district, 
aided by his relatives and underlings. 
Among other acts, the Magistrate, on 
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taking office, demanded from Chao-sze, the 
Government refiner, a squeeze of Ts. 880 ; 
and to reimburse himself, the refiner pro- 
vided himself with false weights for use in 
the collection of the land-tax. The com- 
plaiut has been referred for enquiry in the 
usual manner. : 

. Dec. 8th.—The Court of Censorate for- 
wards an appeal lodged by one Wang Jang, 
a lad of fourteen, on behalf of his uncle 
Wang Shung- yeh, who has sent him with it 


from Honan to Peking. The complainant . 


states that, having lodged three accusa- 
tions at the Censorate in 1873 against a 

erson named Ch’én Luh-hing, he was sent 

ack to his own locality to await a rehear- 
4ng of his case. Oh’én Luh-hing, however, 
has by some occult means succeeded in 
keeping away from the Court, whilst oom- 
plainant, on the contrary, was had up for 
examination more than 170 times, and 
received no less than 700 blows. His 
younger brother, having been sent to him 
at the provincial capital with a supply of 
money, was likewise seized and thrown 
into prison. In 1874, a new officer having 
been deputed to proceed with the case, 
complainant was again had up at upwards 
of thirty further hearings, at which he 
was made to kneel on chains, no appear- 
ance being putin on the other side. In 
‘his grief for the death of his father, 
which had been compassed by Ch’én Luh- 
hing, complainant set forth while before 
the Court the various acts of villiany of 
which Ch’én has been guilty, but the pre- 
aiding officer nevertheless took no steps to 
compel his appearance. It was only after 
a direct appeal on the part of complain- 
ant’s mother to the provincial judge in 
person, that his younger brother was at 
length released from prison. In April 
last, the provincial judge sent complainant 
in custody to Ch’én-chow Fu for further 
trial, but the Prefect, without calling for 
the appearance of the accused man Ch’én, 
merely commanded complainant to sign 
the record of dismissal of the case. Com- 

lainant refused to do this, and the Pre- 
Foot then sent him with all the papers 
back to the provincial capital. The in- 
fluence exerted by Ch’én, as a notable of 
high rank, has defeated all attempts at 
obtaining justice; and complainant, still 
in durance, forwards the present appeal. 
Upon this, the Censorate observes that in 
July, 1870, Wang Shun-yeh presented 
his first complaint of the oppression 
practised upon his father, upon which 
a despatch was addressed to the Go- 
vernor of Honan, desiring him to cause 
a judicial enquiry to be held. In April, 
1872, the Governor wrote reporting the 
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decision arrived at; and in the following 
month Wang Shun-yeh again lodged a 
complaint to the effect that his father had 
been done to death in prisun, that the official 
sent to examine his remains had ignored 
the marks of injuries upon his person, 
and had falsely reported the death as 
caused by disease, and that he himself had 
been subjected to torture to compel him 
to desist from further proceedings. Again, 
in August, 1873, the complainant lodged a 
fresh appeal, stating that under the influ- 
ence of bribery his accusations were ignored 
and attempts made to force him to abandon 
the case. The Censorate wrote on each 
occasion to the Governor, desiring that 
enquiry be made, but no reply has been 
received. On receipt of the present appeal 
a decree is solicited.—-Referred in the usual 
manner. 

(2) The Governor of Kiangsi memori- 
alizes representing the impossibility of 
complying in that Province with the orders 
lately issued, at the instance of the Board 
of Revenue, for a general attempt at re- 
suming the collection of the rice-taxin kind. 
It is now fully twenty years since a money 
cemmutation has been substituted for the 
levy in kind ; and the amount of the com- 
mutation, moreover, is comparatively 
light. For each picul of rice assessed, the 
sum of 3,420 cash is collected, which is 
less than the present market price per 
picul. In Kiangeu, on the contrary, close 
to the actual seaboard, for each picul of 
assessment, one and three-tenths are col- 
lected, beside a sum of 1,000 cash toward 
contingent expenses. In districts where 
commutation is the rule, the sum is fixed 
at 4,500 cash. Putting one amount and 
another together, the total sum collected 
barely suffices to meet the expense of 
transmission. So far as Kiangsi ia con- 
cerned, the distance of 2,000 ls and 
upwards which intervenes between the 
province and the sea, causes the cost of 
transportation to be doubled, whether the 
grain be collected at Shanghai or whether 
steamers go up to Kiukiang to load. A 
material difficulty in the way of reversion 
to the old system is that in the 48 districts 
formerly subject to the levy in kind, all 
the granaries have been burnt down or 
otherwise destroyed, and no funds are 
available for their restoration, It is con- 
sequently entreated that a continuance of 
the practice now in vogue be sanctioned. — 
Rescript : Let the Board of Revenue con- 
sider and report. 

Dec. 9th.—(1) A Decree. —Li Han- 
chang and his colleagues have memorialized 
reporting a general outline of their 
enquiry, undertaken in obedience to Our 
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decree, into the murder of Ma Kia- 
li (Mr, Margary), and requesting that the 
officials who have failed in the due 
discharge of their duty be stripped of their 
rank and placed on trial. 

In the case of the murder of Ma Kia-li, 
Li' Han-chang and his colleagues having 
both investigated the matter publicly and 
instituted secret enquiries, having caused 
all the documents connected with it to be 
laid before them for examination, and 
having deputed competent officers to con- 
duct a judical investigation in confoymity 
with the principles of justice, they report 
to us that on the road between Yiinnan 
and Burmah there intervenes the territory 
occupied by savages and the tribes (of the 
Shan States), which has habitually been 
the resort of numerous robber bands. At 
the period in question, the notables and 

ople of T’éng-yiieh (Momein) having 

eard that foreigners at the head of a 
large number of foreign soldiers were 
about to enter the cuuntry, assembled on 
this account a body of trainbands (or local 
Militia) for their own protection. On his 
journey from Yiinnan to Burmah, Ma Kia- 
li, being provided with a passport, was 
duly escorted from point to point through 
the different districts, which he traversed 
in perfect safety. On [his] return, at a 
later date, from Burmah to Yiinnan, no 
notice was given to the local authorities to 
send an escort to meet [him], the ‘con- 
sequence of which was that certain lawless 
offenders lying in wait for opportunities, 
took advantage of the occasion to commit 
robbery and murder. 

This being the tenor [of‘ the Memorial, 
it appears that], at the time when the 
notables and people collected their force 
of Militia, Wu K’i-liang, the sub-Prefect 
of ‘I’séng-yiieh, was incapable of guarding 
in time against what followed, either by 
the exercise of persuasion, or by the 
application of céercive measures; whilst, 
after the disaster had taken place, months 
went by before arrest of the guilty parties 
was made, nothwithstanding that strin- 
gent orders were issued by Ts’éng Yuh-ying, 
commanding the apprehension of the crim- 
inala within a given time. He has 
unquestionably failed in the due discharge 
of his duty. Tsiang Tsung-han, having 
as acting-Brigadier-General of the T’séng- 
yiieh command, the chief control of this 
region incumbent upon him, has equally 
rendered himself liable to punishment 
by his failure to take any cognizance 
whatever of the occurrence of an affair of 
so serious a nature. Let both Wu K’i- 
liang and Tsiang Tsung-han be removed 
from their posts and be_ provisionally 
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stripped of their official rank, and be 
brought to trial as parties to the case. If 
evidence of troops having been moved to 
oppose [the entrance of the party into 
China], or ‘of instigation to commit the 
murder be elicited, let Li Han-chang and 
his colleagues thoroughly and strictly inves- 
tigate the matter, in order that the demands 
of justice be faithfully carried out. Let 
there be no approach to favour or conceal- 
ment. Let the Boards concerned take note 

(2) The Board of Ceremonies memo- 
rializes with reference to the request 
presented some time ago through the 
Board from the King of Corea, by name 
Li Hi 45Gb, for a patent of investiture 
on behalf of his son as heir apparent 
ft-F. A rescript of assent having been 


received, the Board has to observe that, 
according to established regulation, on 
requests of the kind being received from 
Corea, the Board should move for the ap- 
pointment of a chief and an associate envoy 
to proceed as bearers of the Imperial 
patent. The class of functionaries from 
whom the chief envoy is to be selected ia 
that of high officers of the Court or Im- 
perial Guards, and the associate envoy is 
to be chosen from among Vice-Chancellors 
of the Grand Secretariat, Manchu Chan- 
cellors of the Hanlin College, or Manchu 
Vice-Presidents of the Board of Cere- 
monies. A list of the officials eligible for 
these posts is accordingly submitted for 
the Imperial selection ; and the document 
to be delivered by the envoys will be 
drawn up in conformity with precedent.— 
For rescript see Gazette of November 21st. 

(3) Yung-ts’tian, Military Governor of 
lli, requests rewards on behalf of officials 
who have exerted themselves in the culti- 
vation of grain at Tarbagatai, since the 
growth of supplies was undertaken there 
three years ago. In 1873 and 1874, the 
crops suffered much from locusts, when 
the troops exerted themselves to extirpate 
this pest, as also to promote irrigation, 
with such success that when the grain was 
harvested, after providing a stock of seed, 
feeding the labourers, and adding to the 
store of implements in use, a surplus 
remained in hand. In the present year 
drought has had an injurjous effect, but 
the troops have worked diligently, and a 
store of grain has been collected, of which 
a return is separately handed in, 


Dec. 10th.—This day’s Gazette contains 
nothing of importance. 
Dec. 1lth.—(1) A decree, Let Ting 


Jih-ch’ang T H & succeed to the post 
of Governor of Fuh-kien, 


\ 
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(2) Let Ch’én Lan-p’in a HK, 


at present wearing the button of the fourth 
rank, become an expectant of appoint- 
ment as sub-director of one of the lesser 
metropolitan offices. He is also awarded 
herewith the button of the 3rd rank. 
(N. B. Ch’én Lan-p’in is the official who 
returned in November, 1874, from his 
commission of enquiry in Cuba. He has 
been appointed as Chinese envoy to the 
United States, in company with Yung 
Wing, a titular official who has been em- 
ployed in connection with the education of 
Chinese youths in the United States). 

(3) A Decree. Let Chow’ Kia-mei suc- 
ceed to the post of sub-director of the 
Grand Equerry’s Court, (N.B. Chow Kia- 
mei is the chief clerk of the Yamén of 


Foreign Affairs). : 


(4) A Decree expressing the Imperial 
sorrow on receipt of the intelligence uf the 


‘\. decease of Wang K’ai-tai, Governor of 


\Fuhkien. His ability and devotion in the 
public service are highly extolled, and 
with reference to his recent administrative 
effurts in Formosa it is decreed that a 
memoria) temple be erected in his honour 
at T’ai-wan Fu. Literary advancement is 
conferred upon his sons, and the usual 
posthumous distinctions are bestowed. 

(5) The Board of Punishments memo- 
rializes respecting the murder case in 
Chehkiang, which has lately been investi- 
gated afresh by the special commissioner 
Hu Jui-lan. Having examined the pro- 
ceedings and the counter-memorial of Pien 
Pao-ts’iian, the Board decides that certain 
discrepancies still present themselves in 
the evidence relating to Yang Nai-wu’s 
complicity, and a new trial is consequently 
recommended.—For rescript see Gazette of 
November 27th. 

Dec. 12th,—(1) A decree. Let Hing-kw'ei 


Sh 4 succeed to the post of Judicial 


Commissioner in Chehkiang. 

(2) The Military Governor of Tsitsihar 
memorializes reporting the results of an 
enquiry into the escape of a body of pri- 
soners from the jail at Hu-lan T’ing, as 
reported in a memorial early in the year. 

Dec. 13th.—This day’s Gazette contains 
no documents of importance. 

Dec. 14th.—(1) The Censor Mei K’i-hi 
memorializes reprehending the extrava- 
gance of modern manners, and the uni- 
versal teridency tosetsumptuary regulations 
at defiance. In the interest of morality, 
he asks for a sterner application of the 
laws. In September last, he represents, 


the Board of Ceremonies issued a notifica-_ 


tion, by Imperial command, calling atten- 
tion to the ancient eee a promulgated 
oogle 


a. paper of instructions setting forth under 
ninteen heads the regulations laid down in 
the fundamental institutes of the dynasty 
with regard to the ceremonials to be 
observed by all classes on occasions of 
mourning or of festivity. At the present 
day, he continues, the distinctions pre- 
scribed by law are universally ignored. In 
despite of the prohibition against the 
employment of insignia of office (such as 
boards reciting official titles, etc.) at the 
marriage processions of the lower classes, 
this practice is now constantly resorted to, 
the insignia of officials quite unconnected 
with the family being borrowed for the 
occasion. At feasts, also, meats and 
delicacies altogether in excess of what is 
admitted hy the regulation are used even 
among the least official classes. It is laid 
down moreover, that officials below the 
fifth rank are not to wear ‘garinents of 


Shé-li-sun QING fur ; nor officials 


below the eighth rank to wear white 
leopard or Tien-ma K & fox skins, 
Nevertheless, these misdemeanours aro 
constantly practised. Contrary, also, to 
the prohibition formulated in the 16th 
clause, which forbids domestic servants 
to wear silk apparel, persons of this 
class are constantly seen dressed in the 
most extravagant manner, to such a degree 
that no one would imagine them to be in 
the position of menials, The wanton 
expenditure entailed by indulgence in such 
practices as these must necessarily lead to 
a general rise in prices and to individual 
impoverishment. It is requested that the 
district officials throughout the Empire be 
called upon to exhort the notables within 
their several jurisdictions, on the fixed 
periods for the delivery of moral homilies, 
viz., the lst and 15th of each month, to 
set a good example in this respect ; and a 
Decree is further solicited for the more 
stringent enforcement of the law.—For 
rescript see Gazette of Nov. 29th. 

(2) The same Censor memorializes 
urging the discontinuance of the sale of 
the decoration of the peacock-feather, 
which should be reserved for its proper 
function asareward of military merit, 
and also of the sale of higher degrees of 
rank (in expectancy) to officials whilat 
actually incumbents of appointments, 
Under the present system, a district 
magistrate may purchase the title of Pre- 
fect, and thus place himself to all ap- 
pearance on a level with his direct supe- 
rior ; or he may even purchase the rank of 
Taotai, and at his next promotion, 
accordingly, become the superior of the 
very Prefect under whose orders he lately 
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acted. Direct encouragement is, moreover, 
held out by this system to unprincipled 
officials to be merciless in their exactions 
from the people in order to obtain the 
means of self-aggrandizement,—For re- 
script see Gazette of Nov. 29th. 

Dec. 15th.—(1L) The Board of Civil Office 
submits its judgment in the case of Li 
Han-chang, Governor-General of Hu 
Kwang, and Ung T’ung-tsioh, Governor of 
Hupeh, for a breach of rule in the text of 
a memorial.—Decree in reply: Let each 
of the officials named be mulcted in one 
quarter’ssalary. (N.B.—The case in ques- 
tion is probably that referred to in the 
Gazette of June 6th, the Taotai Chu, of the 
Cc. M.S. N. Co., being irregularly desig- 
nated as Chu Tao, instead of by his name 
in full without the title appended.) 

(2) Liu Kw’én-yih, newly appointed 
Governor-General of the Two Kwang, 
reports having handed over the seal of 
office at Nanking to Shén Pao-chéng on 
the 18th November, and having taken his 
departure on the following day for Canton 
(vid Hunan.) 

(3) Wang K’ai-t’ai, Governor (now de- 
ceased) of Fuhkieu, memorializes reporting 
his departure from Formosa in a state of 
ill-health, which necessitated his return to 
the mainland. In a supplementary memo- 
rial he sets forth the arrangements he has 
made for placing in the hands of the 
Taotai of T’ai-wan, the supreme judicial 
power in criminal cases other than such as 
involve capital sentences. It being at 

resent proposed that the Governor of 

uhkien shall reside in Formosa during 
the winter and spring of each year, he will 
during such residence dispose of cases of 
& capital nature, thus avoiding the neces- 
sity of removing the prisoners for trial to 
Foochow. 

Deo. 16th.—This day’s Gazette contains 
nothing of importance. 

Dec. 17th.—(1) A Decree ordaining that 
prayers be offered up for snow, which is 
urgently looked for. The Prince of Kung 
and four other Imperial Princes are com- 
missioned to proceed to different temples 
on the 19th inst. for this purpose. 

Deo. 18th.—In the list of “ official 
vacancies reported during the 11th moon,” 
is that of assistant sub-Prefect of T’éng- 
yiieh (Momein), in Yiinnan, vacated by the 
death of the incumbent, Chao Ki-shéng 


Véug King-lin, Censor supervising the 
Kwangtung department, memorializes 
referring to his former representation (in 
August last) of the systematic injustice 
which is practised in connection with the 
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rehearing of appeal cases referred back for 
new trials in the Provinces, where, as he 
observes, the invariable rule is to allow full 
play to personal considerations and to 
afford protection to fellow . officials ; there 
being no instance on record of a simple 
reversal of a previous judgment. He like- 
wise refers to the memorial in which the 
Censor Ch’én-I lately pointed out how all 
the efforts of officials entrusted with the con- 
duct of a trial, are directed toward patching 
up # casein such wise as to screen their prede- 
cessors in the same task from blame. He 
now calls attention to the complaint lodged 
at Peking more than a year ago by the 
widow of a Mongolian Pritice, claiming the 
succession to the chieftainship of the tribe 
on behalf of her nephew, as the recognized 
heir by adoption. Notwithstanding the 
Decree issued last year commanding a 
judicial investigation, the Li Fan Yiian 
(Colonial Office) has taken no steps to bring 
the parties together for the purpose of 
deciding the case, ‘having merely sum- 
moned some immaterial witnesses, in no 
wise connected with the actual question 
at issue, in order to go through a hollow 
form of complying with the orders 
received. As the department in question, 
having begun by neglecting the case, 
is quite certain to continue with pro- 
ceedings devised as a cloak for what has 
already taken place, the Censor requests 
that, in fulfilment of the Imperial policy of 
liberality and justice toward the tributary 
races, a High Commission be appointed to 
undertake the investigation that is called 
ria rescript see Gazette of November 
14th, 


Dec. 19th.—({1) A decree appointing the 
Censor Yeo Peh-ch’wan Jil to the 


Supervising Censorship of the Board of 
Revenue. (N.B.—Yeo Peh-ch’wan is the 
Censor whose memorial, published on the 
14th February, 1869, first drew attention 
to the increase M the growth of the opium 
poppy in China.) : 

(2) A decree in reply to a memorial from 
Wu Yiian-ping, Governor of Kiangsu, who 
has denounced Li En-han, late acting 
Magistrate of the Tung-an District, for 
conniving at the villany of one of his 
underlings in connection with a criminal 
case, and giving orders for the application 
by this man of cruel torture tv compel a 
woman to persist in a false confession 
which had previously been extracted from 
her. The delinquent official is, by rescript, 
stripped of his rank, 

The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 
occupied with memorials of commendation 
in respect of officials who have exerted 
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themselves in connection with the obse- 
quies of his late Majesty and his consort. 

Dec. 20th.—This day’s Gazette contains 
no documents of importance. 

Deo. 21st—(1) The Captain-General of 
the Gendarmerie memorialises forward- 
ing the appeal of a titular official of 
Aupeh, named Yen K’i-ts’ai, and his 
relatives, complaining of the murder 
of an uncle by a gang of lawless vagabonds, 
and of denial of justice on the part of the 
local authorities.—Referred in the usual 
manner. 

(2 and 3) Memorials by Wang K’ai-t’ai, 
Governor of Fuhkien (now deceased), 
reporting bis return from Formosa to 
Foochow, and the delegation of his ordinary 

. duties to the Provincial Treasurer, in con- 
sequence of the illness under which he 
was labouring. 

Deo. 22nd.—The list of “ appointments” 
for the 11th moon, published in this day’s 
Gazette, contains the name of Siao Ta-che 


as successor to the lately 


declared death-vacancy in the assistant 
Sub-Prefectship at Téng-ytieh (Momein.) 

(1) Ts’ung-shih, acting Military Go- 
vernor of Shéng-king, reports the con- 
clusion of a trial on re-hearing of an appeal 
case, The individual accused of wilful 
murder is shewn to have caused the death 
of a notorious bad character in a struggle 
brought on by the latter; but by law he 
has incurred the penalty of death by 
strangling. This is remitted, however, in 
virtue of the Act of Grace on his Majesty’s 
accession, and the accused is condemned 
merely to pay the burial expenses of the 
deceased man to the latter’s relatives. 

(2) Shén Pao-chén, Governor-General of 
the Two Kiang, memorializes reporting 
his accession to this post, in obedience to 
the Decrees conferring the office upon him, 
together with that of Minister Superin- 
tendent of Trade for thgSouthern Ports. 
Having arrived at Shanghai on the 4th 
November, he there met H. E, Ting 
Jih-ch’ang in conference, and consulted 
with him on the subject of the Superin- 
tendency of the Foochow Arsenal 
(to which Ting had been appointed), 
finding H. E. far superior to himself in 
practical knowledge and precision. On 
the 8th, he arrived at Nanking, and on 
the conclusion of the then pending military 
examinations, he took over the seal of 
office from Lin Kw’én-yih. The memorialist 
represents himself as fully conscious of the 
great responsibility imposed upon him, in 
the shape not only of the administration 
of the provincial affairs of his extensive 
government, but also in connection with 
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the three important subjects of the salt 
gabelle, the rice levy, and the management 
of the Grand Canal. Of late, moreover, 
an era of change has set in, and precedents 
for action are not in all cases forthcoming, 
Troubled and anxious in mind, he cannot 
but fear lest he prove unequal to the task 
before him ; but he must look forward for 
help and guidance to the counsels and in- 
structions of their Majesties the Empresses 
and his Majesty the Emperor. He will 
take counsel with H. E. Li Hung-chang, 
with a view to the conduct of affairs tos 
successful issue; and in respect of the 
provincial administration, he will carefully 
consult with the three provincial Govern- 
ors (of Kiangsu, Kiangsi, and An-hwei) 
and with the Governor-General of tho 
Grain Transport, in a harmonious spirit. 
He will not make bold to introduce hasty 
changes in a spirit of self-confidence, 
neither will he venture to act merely by 
routine, and thus entail disastrous results. 
In conclusion, he adds that in passing by 
Wusung en route, he inspected the forts in 
progress there. Although the works are 
not yet complete, he is able to speak well 
of the position, as a commanding,one, and 
of the solidity of the workmanship dis- 
played. ys 

Dec, 23rd.—(1) The Governor-General 
of Min-cheh i ai the death, on Novem- 
ber 20th, of Wang K’ai-t’ai, Governor of 
Fuhkien. 

(2) Li Han-chang, Sieh Hwan, and Ts’én 
Yit-ying, looking upward, entreat the 
Sacred Glance on their memorial, which 
they present to report the dates of their 
arrival in Yiinnan, with a general out- 
line of the result of their joint delibera- 
tions, and pray His Majesty to signify His 
Pleasure, that as a eee. step the 
civil and military officials who have failed 
in the due discharge of their duty, be 


stripped of their rank and placed on trial. 


They humbly represent that, on the 26th 
of June, the following Decree was received 
from His Majesty :—‘‘ A decree has been 
issued this day, appointing Li Han-chang 
to proceed to Ytinnan to enquire into 
certain matters. We command him to 
proceed with all despatch to Yiinnan, and 
to act in concert with the Governor-Gene- 
ral and the Governor in judicially enquir- 
ing into and deciding, () in a spirit of 
fairness, the case of the murder of Ma 
Kia-li.” Also, that on the 7th September, 
the following Decree was received :—‘‘ Let 
Wu T'ang (2) convey notice to the ex- 


(1) Lit., winding-up, bringing to a conclusion. The 
sed—Kieh—is that which is consecrated by 
proceedings, 


expression u 
usage to the final termination of judicial 
(2) The Governor-General of Szech’wan, 


163 


Vice-President Sieh Hwan (3) to proceed 
with all despatch to Yiinnan, to assist 
Li Han-chang in the management of all 
he has to do, in order that an efficient 
coadjutor be supplied to him.” 

Your servants, after having reverently 
reported their departure, proceeded there- 
upon, in obedience to their instructions, 
along the several stages of their journey. 
Your servant [Li] Han-chang arrived in 
Yiinnan on the 13th, and Your servant 
[Sieh] Hwan on the 20th of November, 
having examined [the subject] publicly 
and instituted secret enquiries as they 
travelled along. After reaching the pro- 
vincial capital, they conferred with Your 
servant [Ts’éu] Yii-ying, of whom they ver- 
bally enquired the general features of the 
case, and caused to be brought before 
them all the documents constituting the 
record of the affair, upon which they have 
with all despatch commissioned competent 
officials to arraign the prisoners charged 
with the crime of murder, (4) who have 
already been apprehended and brought up 
for trial, and to elicit by means of rigorous 
investigation the actual facts, which shall 
be laid in a memorial before the Throne. 

Prostrate, Your servants have to state 
that at the time when Ma Kia-li pro- 
ceeded from Yiinnan to Burmah, being 
in possession of a passport from the 
Yamén of Foreign Affairs, he was duly 
escorted in perfect safety from point 
to point through the districts he passed 
through @), The aforesaid foreigner and 
his companions afterwards came back from 
Burmah to Yiinnan, between which there 
intervenes the territory inhabited by 
savages and the tribes (of the Shans.) 
This region is habitually the resort of 
numbers of lawless offenders, who league 
themselves with the savages to plunder 
travellers. A multitude of rumours were at 
this time circulated among the notables 
and people of Téng-Yiieh (Momein), 





(8) A retired official, In 1858 he was Taotai at 
Shanghai, and as such engaged with Mr. Lay in the 
Tariff negotiations; subsequently acting Governor of 
Kiangsu, and, in 1863, made a member of th Yamén of 
Foreign Affairs. Since 1868 he has been in retirement 
in his native province. 

(4) In Chinese, hiung fan, which may be translated as 
“crimiuals guilty of murder,” or simply “‘ murderers,” 
No distinction is drawn, in Chinese judicial parlance, 
between a person acoused by authority, and one found 
guilty of a crime. 

(5) Instead of ‘‘ through the districts, etc.,” the sentence 
may also be read ‘‘ by the district officers,” as the expres- 
sion ti fang, locality or district, is occasionally used in 
the souse of the officers locally in power. 

(6) The “notables” or “gentry” of a Chinese district 
are such among the resident popu ation as are in 
aion of official or literary rank, acquired vither by pur- 
chase, or by competition and service. Retired fanc- 
tionaries, living at their native places, constitute the 
Jeading element in this class. 
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atating that the foreigners were about to 
enter the country at the head of a large 
body of foreign soldiers ; and the said 
notables and people, having never had 
any experience of the conduct of foreign 
soldiery, apprehended that on entering 
the district they would treat them with 
oppression and ignominy, and they conse- 
quently assembled a force of local Militia 
for the protection of their own persons and 
property. Lawless offenders, hereupon, 
who, with the savages, were lying in 
wait for opportunities, took advantage 
of the occasion to commit robbery and 
murder, aud thus brought on the affair. 
Although, when returning from Burmah, 
the aforesaid foreigner did not give notice 
beforehand to the local authorities to 
send an escort to meet him, yet, on the 
other hand, the sub-Prefect of T’éng-yiieh, 
Wu K’i-liang, showed himself incapable, 
at the time when the notables and people 
assembled their force of Militia, to guard 
against the matter in its incipient stage, 
either by means of persuasion, or by 
coércive measures ; and when the disaster 
had taken place on the journey, months 
elapsed before anyone was taken into 
custody, notwithstanding that stringent 
instructions were repeatedly despatched 
by Your servant [Ts’én] Yii-ying, com- 
manding the apprehension of the guilty 
parties within a given time. Such delay 
in the effecting of arrests furnishes (or, 
has furnished) the Foreign Government 
with a plea for complaint. There has 
unquestionably been a failure in the due 
discharge of his duty. Tsiang Tsung-han, 
the acting-Brigadier-General of the Téng- - 
yiieh command, who while specially in- 
vested with the control-in-chief of this 
region of country, took absolutely no 
cognizance of the occurrence of so serious 
an affair, has likewise rendered himself 
liable to punishment. Your servants deem 
it their duty to request a Decree 
ordaining that both the sub-Prefect Wu 
K’i-liang, and the acting-Brigadier- 
General Tsiang Tsung-han, be removed 
from their posts and provisionally 
stripped off their rank, and arraigned with 
the other parties for trial. If such facts 
should be elicited as that troops were 
moved to stop [the party from Burmah], 
or that instigation was given to commit 
the murder, the most rigorous proceedings 
shall be farther taken according to law. 
Your servants, having held consultation 
together on successive days, and being 
agreed in their views, reverently present 
this Memorial setting forth their conjoint 
statements, upon which they, prostrate, 
entreat the Sacred Glance and the 
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instructions of Your Majesties the Em- 
presses and Your Majesty the Emperor. 

They have to add that Liu Yoh-chao, 
the Governor-General of Yiinnan and 
Kweichow, has not yet returned to his 
post, and his name is consequently not 
appended to this memorial. 

Dec. 24th.—A decree with reference to 
the Mongolian succession case which 
has lately been memorialized upon by 
the Censor Téng K’ing-lin. On receipt 
of a fresh representation from him, the 
Board of Punishments is now directed to 
join with the Colonial Office in instituting 
a trial. 

This day’s Gazette contains no farther 
documents of importance. It is note- 
worthy that within the three or four days 
preceding this date, a new practice has 
made its appearance in the pages of the 
Gazette. Im addition to the decrees 
and memorials printed in full, and to 
the brief notices of routine reports from 
the Boards, a list has now farther been 
added under the heading of fuh ch’ao 
(documents issued for publication), giving 
@ condensed abstract of memorials from 
the provinces on subjects of minor im- 
portance. This practice may possibly have 
been resorted to owing to the difficulty of 
publishing all documents in extenso within 
the very circumscribed limits of the Gazette. 

Dec. 25th.—(1) A decree commanding 
farther prayers for snow at the Imperial 
temples. 

(2) A decree in reply to memorials by 
the Prince of Kung and the Sacrificial 
Court respectively, accusing a ceremonial 
usher named Ts'ing-téh of carelessness in 
the discharge of his functions on the 24th 
inatant, when the tablets of their late 
Majesties the Emperor and Empress were 
placed in the Hall of Ancestors. He gave 
the signa] for the Imperial return to the 
palace before a certain chant was raised. 
For this shortcoming, the proper Board is 
directed to award a severe penalty. 

(3) The Governor-General of Min-chéh 
memorializes requesting a mark of Imperial 
distinction on behalf of an octogenarian 
lady, the progenitrix of several officials of 
rank, who has lived to see four generations 
of her descendants in existence.—The 
application referred as usual to the Board 
of Ceremonies, 

Dec. 26th.—(1) Ch’ung-how, vice-Pre- 
sident of the Board of War, memorializes 
pointing out the need that exists for an 
addition to the number of Imperial 
Examiners for the provincial literary 
examinations. Two officers of this rank 
are sent at each triennial period, and the 
duties imposed ‘upon them are more 
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than it is physically possible to discharge. 
This has become more and more the case 
since the cultivation of letters has taken 
so large a development as it has done 


‘ since the restoration of peace throughout 


the Empire, and since additions have been 
made to the fixed number of deyrees 
obtainable by way of reward for contribu- 
tions raised on behalf of the State.— 
Rescript referring the subject for considera- 
tion, already published. 

Dec. 27th—(1 and 2.) Memorials from 
the Court of Censorate, forwarding appeals 
by natives of the province of Kwanytung. 
In the first case, a woman named Li Liang- 
she, of the Sin-hwei district, complains of 
the murder of her husband in 1872 by 
certain neighbours, who had laid violent 
hands on his property. The district 
Magistrate was influenced on behalf of the 
murderers by the local notables, and 
justice was consequently denied her. After 
many appeals, she was finally sent for by 
the looal ‘‘ committee” of notables, who 
took advantage of her being unable to 
read to make her put her mark to a docu- 
ment which she understood to be a receipt 
for the remains of her husband, but which 
falsely represented her as acknowleduing 
that he had come by his death accidentally. 
A coolie was sent with her to dig up the 
remains from a hill-side, and the bones of 
her husband, together with his skull ina 
state of decomposition, were handed over 
to her. Having failed in all efforts to 
obtain justice locally, she has sent her 
appeal to the Capital. —The second case is 
the complaint of a native of the Sin-ning 
dirtrict, alleging the most grievous in- 
juries as having been suffered by his clan 
from the neighbouring clan of the surname 
Yu, who have destroyed the dwellings of 
eleven villages inhabited by the Li clan, 
and killed or carried away as prisoners up- 
wards of one thousand persons. Deleyates 
sent by the highest provincial authorities 
have failed to enforce redress, and the 
present appeal is consequently lodged. 
—Referred in the usual manner.. 

Dec. 28th.—(1) Kin Shun, commander- 
in-chief of the army of Sungaria, reports 
in a postscript memorial that at a point to 
the north of Barkul, adjacent to the Kobdo 
border, the local name of which is Tulan 
Kara, lead mines were formerly worked, 
and very large quantities of lead ore are 
still in existence there. Having verified 
this fact through an officer despatched to 
the spot to make inspection, he proposes to 
utilise this stock of mineral for the pur- 
poses of his campaign, thus saving the 
heavy cost of transport from a distance of 
many thousands of 4. He has deputed 
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certain officials to proceed to the spot and 
supervise the operation of smelting. All 
that is contemplated is to make use of the 
stock of ore already on hand, not in any wise 
to open new mines.—Rescript : It is noted. 

(2) The Governor of Chehkiang memo- 
rializes reporting the death, at the age of 
70, of the -Indicial Commissioner of the 
Province, Kw’ai Ho-sun, Having been 
stricken with apoplexy on the 28th Nov., 
he died on the following day. A high 
character is yiven to the deceased official 
for integrity and zeal. 

Dec. 29th.—(Court Circular.) The two 
envoysappointed to proceed to Corea, Ki-ho 
and Ulahits’ungah, had audience of leave. 

Shén Pao-chéng, Governor-General of 
the ‘I'wo Kiang, memorializes stating that 
letters have been addressed to him by Ting 


‘Jih-ch’ang, the High Commissioner for 


the Navy at Foochow, and from the nota- 
bles of the city, informing him of the 
decease of the Governor of Fuhkien, 
Wang K’ai-t’ai, whose virtues are warmly 
eulogized. He solicits the bestowal of a 
title of canonization on the deceased, and 
also that memorial temples may be erected 
in his honour at Foochow and in Formosa. 

Dec. 30th.—Li Hung-chang, Governor- 
General of Chihli, memorializes, reporting 
the decision arrived at in the case of a sub- 
assistant mayistrate of the ‘Tsan-hwang 
district, named Wang Kin-ti, for causing 
the death of a man named Li Urh Chao-ki. 
The deceased had been apprehended by 
the Mayistrate’s police after a wrangle of 
some months’ duration respecting the non- 
appearance of his brother for yamén duty, 
and being brought before the sub-assistant 
Magistrate whilst the latter’s superior was 
shut up in the Examination Hall, he be- 
haved with much insolence of demeanour. 
The sub-assistant Magistrate upon this 
ordered the police to bastinado him, and 
he received in all 220 blows on the thighs. 


-In consequence of the injuries thus in- 


flicted, mortification set in, and he died 
about ten days afterwards. The official 
who thus exceeded his powers, having 
been denounced and stripped of his rank, 
has been put on trial, ‘The article of the 
Penal Code most closely applicable to the 
present case, is declared to be the follow- 
ing :—‘‘ Any officer presiding ina Court, 
who shall, contrary to the law, but on public 
grounds, deal blows to a prisoner causing 
his death, shall be punished with one 
hundred blows and be transported for 
three years. He shall also be called upon 
to pay the sum of ten taels as funeral 
expenses for the deceased. The individuals 
who used violence under his orders shall be 
subject to penalties one degree less in 
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severity.” The delinquent in the presert 
case has accordingly been sentenced under 
thislaw, the penalty of transportation heing 
aggravated in his case, in view of his 
having offended while holding an official 
position, and declaréd to entail forced 
service in Sungaria. The principal agent 
in carrying out his orders from the bench, 
a police-runner named Yin Héng shan, is 
proved to have died while in prison ; and 
asecond culprit is condemned to the 
penalty of 90 blows and transportation for 
two years. 

Dec 3ist.—(1) A Decree. Let Ch’ang- 
kéng succeed to the vacant post of Judicial 
Commissioner of Kwanggi. 

(2) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General 
of Chihli, reports the trial and execution 
of «a labourer named Chang-Hi for the 
crime of matricide. The criminal in 
question was removing in April last with 
his mother from the country village where 
she lived to the town in which he had 
employment, he himself carrying on his 
shoulder a bundle of household goods. 
Ou reaching a certain point on the road, 
the woman felt thirsty and asked her son 
to obtain some water. There was no well 
near, and it was consequently impossible 
to comply with her wish ; but she sat down 
in the road and refused to move a step 
farther. Her son endeavoured to dray her 
along, wherenpon she seized one of his 
fingers between her teeth and bit him 
severely. Angered by this, he caught up 
a rolling-pin with his other hand, and 
struck his mother to make her relax her 
hold, inflictmg a blow upon the temple, 
which caused her to fall down and in so 
doing to injure one of her eyes. Some 
passers-by came up at this moment, and 
the son ran away. The injured woman 
was carried to her home, where she died 
very shortly afterwards from the effect of 
the wound. Her son was captured, and: 
bronght to trial; and, his guilt having 
been established, he was sentenced to 
undergo the penalty of death by slicing 
(ling-ch’e). As the crime was committed at 
a distance of upwards of 300 U4 from the 
provincial capital, the execution has taken 
place at the provincial capital itself, after 
completion of the trial, as the law provides. 

(3) The Military Governor of Jehho 
memorializes reporting the successes ob- 
tained by a detachment of troops over a 
band of some hundreds of outlaws infest- 
ing the Imperial hunting grounds. The 
depredators, who have for some time past 
been a terror to the surrounding country, 
have been attacked and dispersed with 
much loss, upwards of twenty prisoners 
having been taken. 
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THE CHINESE IMPERIAL FAMILY. 


The following particulars respecting the Imperial family of China, in connection 
with the order of succession to the throne, were compiled shortly before the death of 
the late Emperor (Tung-che), in order to indicate the probable candidates for the 
Throne, in case the illness from which he was then suffering should terminate fatally. 
But the paper has permanent value, and can be fittingly placed on record in a volume 
comprising the edicts which eventually regulated the succession. We call attention 
to the circumstances under which it was written, in order to explain the form of 
expression. 

‘As is well known, the reigning Sovereign is eighth in direct line of descent from 
his ancestor the Emperor She Tsu Chang Hwang Ti (Shun Che), who ascended the 
throne at the age of five in 1643, his reign being reckoned, however, according to the 
invariable Chinese usage, from the beginning of the following year, or February 8th, 
1644. The legendary progenitor of the Manchu chieftains who advanced, by 
successive steps, to the assumption of the Imperial crown of China, bore, according to 


tradition, the surname Aisin Gioro, represented by the Chinese characters ie Or 
N25 ee. The signification of the word Aisin is the same as that of the Chinese Kin 


SS gold (or metal), and an identification is thus suggested with the dynastic title of 
the reputed ancestors of the Manchus, the Nii-chih Tartars, who reigned in northern 
China during the 12th and 13th centuries. The surname of their Imperial house was, 
however, Wan-yen — BA. The word Gioro is said to be equivalent to the Chinese 


K or family-stem. It is borne as a distinctive surname by every descendant of the 
founder of the present Imperial line, and it serves in particular as an appellation, 
prefixed to the personal name, for the more remote scions of the original stock. 
Actual descendants of Hien Tsu, the acknowledged founder of the family, (1583-1615), 
are designated T’sung-shih SR, in conformity with the usage adopted by earlier 
Chinese dynasties. In order to make the observations which are to follow, with 
reference to the various branches of the Imperial lineage, more easily understood, it is 
necessary here to explain the further system of family nomenclature which has been 
adopted by the existing line. The foundations of this system were laid in the reign 
of the second Emperor of the dynasty, Shéng Tsu Jén, (K’ang Hi), who gave to each 
of his twenty-four sons a personal name consisting of two characters, the first of which 
was Yin J&i —subsequently exchanged in writing as a token of respect, for Yiin 


—and the second compounded with the radical she nh throughout, as 12 . mt, and 
soon. His grandson, K’ien Lung, extended this practice into a system for perpetual 
application, ordaining that future generations deriving their descent from K’ang Hi 
should be successively designated by the following four characters, viz. :— 


1. 7K Yung 2 fap Mien. 3. OR vin, 4 a Tsai. 


Minute regulations were drawn up, and incorporated with the fundamental 
institutes of the dynasty, setting forth the manner in which both these characters and 
those employed for the second or individual half of each name, should be bestowed. 
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In the 49th year of his reign (A.D. 1784), on the birth of a great-great-grandson, to 
whom the character Tsai consequently appertained, K’ien Lung decreed the addition 
of the character Féng & as the next in succession ; but this character was dismissed 
from use by order of the emperor Tao Kwang. In the sixth year of the reign of this 
sovereign (1826), an addition to the number of characters appears to have been 
thought advisable (probably in order to avoid repetition as the list became exhausted), 
and ten characters were proposed for his a selection, out of which the 
following four were approved for future use, viz. :— 


5. Pu. 6. BR va 7. tA Hitng 8. By Ki. 

The Emperor Hien Féng, again, saw fit to increase the list by the addition of four 
more characters. The Peking Gazette of the 9th June, 1857, contains a copy of a 
decree directing the chief officers of Government to draw up a list of four characters, 
to be submitted, together with the six remaining on record since 1826, when they 
were put on one side after the four above enumerated were chosen, for approval by 
his Majesty. A short time afterwards, a further decree announced the fact that the 
following additional characters had been adopted from the list drawn up :— 


9. FE Tao, 10. MA) Kai. 1. HP Toeng, 12 FH Ki. 


So much for the first of the two characters forming the compound name. The 
complementary part of the system of nomenclature is well illustrated by Dr. S. W. 
Williams, in his ‘‘ Middle Kingdom” (vol. I., p. 310), in the following terms: ‘‘The 
members [of the imperial family] most nearly allied in blood, as sons, nephews, etc., 
are still further distinguished by having the second syllables of their names written 
in compound Chinese characters, whose radicals are alike ; thus Kia K’ing and his 
brothers wrote their names with Yung (the fourth syllable in the above list) and under 
the radical gem; Tau Kwang and his brothers and cousins with Mien, and under the 
radical heart. This peculiarity is easily represented in the Chinese characters, but a 
comparison can be made in English with the supposed names of a family of sons, as 
Louis Hdward, Louis Edwin, Louis Hdwy, Louis Edgar, and so on.” 

The personal names, thus compounded, will be traced in the following list of the 
Sovereigns who have successively occupied the throne, whose historical or posthumous 


titles (fei He) and the titles of whose reigns (AE Be) are likewise given :— 


Historical Title. Title of Reign. Period of Reign. Personal Name, 
1.—She Tsu Chang. Shun Che. 1644-1661. Fuh Lin. 
tH mi. NA fa mia fs 
2.—Shéng Tsu Jén. K’ang Hi. 1666-1722. Hiian Yeh. 
Bm Bt BE a 
3.—She Tsung Hien. Yung Chéng. 1723-1735. Yin Chén. 


HE sae es HE JE ra i 


4,—Kao Tsung Ch’un. Kien Lung. 1736-1795. Hung Li. 


ia a et Re bh i 


5.—Jén Tsung Jui. Kia K’ing. 1796-1820. Yung Yen. 


Eo ad M IR 


6.—Siian Tsung Ch’éng. Tao Kwang. 1821-1850. Mien Ning. 


BOR Bt iis it 


7.—Wen Tsung Hien. Hien Féng. 1851-1861. Yih Chu. 


XX Se rae Re iF 


8.—(Thereigning Emperor) T’ung Che. 1862, Tsai Ch’an. 
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The characters Hwang Ti Ba (commonly rendered Emperor) follow, in 
practice, the three characters constituting the historical title, and a deceased 
sovereign, when not spoken of, colloquially though incorrectly, by the title of his 
reign, is designated by the last of the three characters in combination with the words 
Hwang Ti—e.g. Ch’éng Hwang Ti, for the Emperor who reigned with the designation 
Tao Kwang. 

Up to the period of the late Emperor (Hien Hwang Ti or Hien Féng), no difficulty 
in regard to the succession presented itself in the Imperial line. Shun Che was the 
ninth son of his father ; K’ang Hi the third of Shun Che; Yung Chéng the fourth 
of K’ang Hi; K’ien Lung the fourth of Yung Chéng; Kia K’ing the fifteenth of 
K’ien Lung; Tao Kwang the second of Kia K’ing ; and Hien Féng the fourth of the 
nine sons who were, in all, born to the Emperor Tao Kwang. The Emperor Hien 
Féng, however, was without male issue for some years after he succeeded to the 
throne ; and it was probably with a view to securing the dynastic succession that, 
about five years after his accession an adoptive heir was provided, in conformity with 
the national usage, to the eldest son of the late Emperor, a prince who had died at an 
early age many years before. On the 2lst January, 1855, it was decreed that Tsai 
Chung Ee rH, a tsung-shih or member of the Imperial clan, be adopted Gia) as 
son to the Prince above-mentioned, whose personal name was Yih Wei, and whose 
title was that of Prince of Yin Che (‘‘ undeveloped wisdom.”) The adopted heir was 
a son of the tsung-shih Yih Ki, a great grandson of the Emperor K’ien Lung. By a 
subsequent decree, the second name of the youth thus adopted was changed from 
Chung to Che 14: bringing it into accord, as regards its radical (water) with that 
prescribed for the line which, by adoption, he had entered. As, however, the birth 
of a son (the present Emperor) to Hien Féng, on the 27th April, 1856, apparently 
assured the succession in the direct line, any prospects that may have been connected 
with Tsai Che were for the time being at an end. The heir apparent received, by 
decree dated the 13th June, 1856, the name Tsai Ch’un my 3 and by his father’s 
decease on the 22nd August, 1861, he became successor to the throne. His marriage 
took place on the 15th October, 1872, and he assumed of the reins of government on 
the 23rd February, 1873. 

In view of the fact that, up to the present time, no issue has been vouchsafed to 
the young sovereign, attention has naturally been turned toward the condition of the 
Imperial lineage ; and the state of affairs in this respect can best be made clear by 
means of a genealogical table, commencing with the Emperor Kia K’ing. 

The point of first importance to be noted in the table is the fact that, in 
default of issue to the reigning sovereign, the direct line of Imperial devolution 
terminates with his person. His father, Hien Féng, was one of nine brothers, 
however, of whom four are still living ; and to a mind accustomed to the European 
order of succession, it might seem natural that in the event of the nephew’s decease 
without issue, the uncles would inherit in the order of their seniority. This is 
inadmissible according to Chinese ideas. The especial attribute of a son and heir 
being that of keeping up the ancestral sacrifices, the maintenance of which are 
essential to the well-being of the spirits of the departed (who repay the benefit by 
assuring temporal rewards in return for the assiduity of their descendants), it is held 
essential that the heir be of a generation posterior to that of the individual deceased. 
Hence, in the Imperial family, following the succession of the eight characters used 
in their nomenclature, a Mien should have a Yih as adoptive heir, whenever 
necessary ; a Yih a Tsai, and so forth. This rule is exemplified in the adoption, 
already mentioned, of Tsai Che as heir to the deceased elder-born of the Emperor 
Tao Kwang, the Prince Yih Wei. 

Adoption is, in fact, observed on an extensive scale among the members of the 
Imperial clan, whose family relationships are thus made not a little intricate. The 
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fifth son of Tao Kwang, next brother to the emperor Hien Féng, commonly known 
by his title of Prince of Tun, has been in this wise alienated from the closest to a 
collateral degree of kinship with the young Emperor. He was given in adoption many 
years ago (in 1845) to his deceased uncle the prince of Tun K’io, third son of Kia 
K’ing ; and one of his sons, again, the Prince (beileh) Tsai I, has been made into his 
nephew through adoption as grandson to another of the sons of K’ia K’ing (see Table). 
The alienation of Tsai I from the paternal stock is alleged to have been decreed as a 
punishment mefed out to the Prince of Tun for a violation of self-restraint, prescribed 
by the ritual of mourning, at a period antecedent to the entry of the young prince 
into the world. 

As the Table shews, the offspring of Tsai Che, who was himself by the decree of 
1855 indicated as a possible heir to Hien Feng, should be now the most direct 
claimants to the privilege of furnishing an heir by adoption to the reigning and childless 
Emperor. Four sons have been born to this Prince, of whom it is believed that only 
one, an infant, still survives. It seems possible, however, that in the deliberations of 
the Imperial Clan Court, the fact of Tsai Che being himself an adoptive son may 
militate, the case arising, against the eligibility of his children, and under such 
circumstances (provided also that the alienation of the Prince of Tun should bar the 
claim of his descendants) it appears probable that the offspring of the two uncles of 
his Majesty, next in order of seniority, would be the most available candidates. In 
any case, it is alleged by those who are versed in the principles of Chinese genealogy, 
the adoption of a heir not junior in the line of descent to the reigning Emperor 
could only be feasible by his being made heir to one of the earlier sovereigns (Hien 
Féng or Tao Kwang). The Prince of Tun has several sons (eight in all have been 
horn to him), of whom the eldest is married, but the probability of their alienation 
from the direct line of inheritance is, as has been remarked above, at least matter 
for consideration. If this be the case, the possible candidate next in order would 
be the elder son of the Prince of Kung, the beileh Tsai Ch’éng. This young prince 
is ofabout the same age with the Emperor, and was married in the course of last 
year. The ‘‘seventh Prince,” younger brother of the Prince of Kung, has likewise 
ason, a mere child. The favour with which the ‘‘ seventh Prince” has been looked 
upon by the Emperor might cause the choice to be directed here. 

It may be useful to note, in conclusion, that the titles conferred on members 
of the present Imperial house are of twelve degrees. The sons of an Emperor, before 
receiving a special title by patent, are known simply by the designation Ako (in 
Manchu a-gé), with the numeral indicating their seniority by birth prefixed. The 
twelve degrees of rank are as follow : : ‘ 


1.—Fal BEL H) FE o-shéh Ts'in Wan— Prince of the Ist order. 2.— 


BZ gee 5H += To-lo Kiin Wang—Prince of the 2nd order. 3B te A [31 
To-lo Beileh—Prince of the 3rd order. 4.—[F iL} s= F- Ku-shan Bei-tsze — 
Prince of the 4th order. 45 to 8.—Br Kung (with distinctive qualifications.) 


9 to 12WS Bi. Tsiang Kiin (with distinctive qualifications. ) 

Imperial princes usually receive patents of the first or second order on reaching the 
age of manhood, and their sons are invested with the title beiléh. A beiléh’s son becomes 
a beitsze, and rank is thus transmitted in a diminuendo scale, until the son of a titular 
tsiang-kiin of the lowest degree would be no longer the inheritor of a_title. 

(Note.—An apparent departure from the symmetry of the rule of nomenclature 
may be observed in the case of the Prince Yih Wei, the eldest of the sons of Tao 
Kwang. His name of Wei is written ar with the radical YF (Silk), whereas Hien 
Féng and his brothers are distinguished by the radical J (word). The discrepancy 
arose, it is explained, after Yih Wei’s decease, when the Emperor Tao Kwang ordained 
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the abandonment of the radical A silk and chose = word as its substitute. It is 
unneeessary here to dilate upon the changes which, according to Chinese ideas of 
reverential duty, have been made in the form of the characters employed successively 
for the personal name of each Emperor. An instance may, however, be given in that 


of the present pOWareIan, since whose accession the character Ch’un ve has been 


altered into the form ¥ 

The titles given to the Princes of Imperial descent are largely compounded of 
Manchu words. Thus ho shéh (originally banner) signifies one of the four divisions 
of the army or State ; and beiléh has the meaning of commander or leader. The 
military origin of the dynasty is commemorated in these appellations. 





N.B.—The above was written before the death of his late Majesty, the Emperor T’ung Che, who died 
on the night of Jan. 12th, 1875, On the 13th Jan., a series of Imperial decrees announced the adoption 


of Tsai T’ien iE. the young child above referred to as the son of the “seventh Prince” (Prince 


of Ch’un), as heir to the Emperor Hien Féng and successor to his deceased cousin, the Emperor T’ung 
Che. He consequently ascended the throne as ninth sovereign of the dynasty, being at the time between 
three and four years old. The two Empresses Dowager resumed their former Regency. Kwang Sti 
mm was the title proclaimed, three days later, as that of the new reign, On the 26th January, 


the title by canonization of the late Emperor was announced as Muh Tsung I Hwang-ti Bs ae 


ie Bir 
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*.* The publisher regrets that, owing to unavoidable causes, the orthography 
employed for Chinese proper names in the foregoing translations has not been 
uniform throughout the year. The translations between the months of April and 
August proceed from different hands. 
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